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PREFACE. 


IIavixo  in  comparative  leisure,  for  a 
prriod  of  lix  bappy  yem^f  wandered,  pencil 
«>d  prti  in  hand,  over  the  greater  portion  of 
'^  Canidai,  I  purpose,  in  the  following 
^•gv*t  to  present  to  the  reader  a  group  of 
>^>«lar  picrturei  of  their  scener>- and  social 
'zaiitiofL 

ThrtMi^b  the  medium  uf  a  wries  of  excur* 
'-^t,  il  is  intvodeil  to  pourtray  the  objects 
•  :>:h  611  the  travellor'B  eye,  ttie  life  he 
'kit,  and  the  company  he  mectx  with,  in 
rocnantic    and    fertile    part    of   North 

A  natdy  opportuni^  will  Uiu>  be  aflbrded 
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of  noticing  many  important  topics :  such  as 
emigration,  colonial  policy,  Christian  mis- 
sions, the  late  Boundary  Commission,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  of  placing  on 
record  some  new  topographical  details. 

My  humble  but  earnest  wish  is  (and  most 
disinterestedly)  to  show  my  fellow-country- 
men that  Western  Canada  in  particular  is 
a  pleasant  land ;  that  it  presents  a  variety 
of  enjojrments — sport  to  the  sportsman,  in- 
spiration to  the  poet,  excitement  to  the 
brave,  and  health  to  the  delicate ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  it  offers  unfailing  abundance 
to  the  destitute,  and  a  haven  to  the  home- 
less. 

Many  who  go  thither  for  a  year  choose  to 
stay  all  their  lives ;  and  not  a  few,  having 
left  it,  are  sad  and  ill  at  ease  until  they 
once  more  stand  upon  the  breezy  shores  of 
Lake  Ontario. 

Like  all  who  possess  personal  information 
on  the  subject,  from  the  late  Lord  Metcalf 
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JawMdii,  I  beg  to  recommend  and  urge  a 
kriEc  planned  tftnigratitm,  under  the  auspices, 
iboogfa  Dot  altogotber  at   the  expense,   of 


With  the  moat  complete  and  gTatifving 
tacerm  of  prenous  efforts  at  colonisation, 
villi  the  fall  cuQsctousness  of  wide-prevailing 
iwuui  at  home,  and  well  aware  of  the  mil- 
fiia>  ct  ridi  acres  in  oar  American  depend- 
encies ready  for  occuftation,  the  continued 
apatfar  of  the  British  people  and  their  rulers 
Kcnu  to  call  for  the  expression  of  no  com- 
BOO  indignation. 

I>et  ns  then  leave  for  a  brief  space  the 
■i*«rics  we  do  not  solace,  the  tears  and 
oimes  o(  our  towns  and  villages,  for  the 
great  lakes  of  Canada,  reservoirs  of  crjstal 
■aier*  and  wholesome  airs,  for  the  broatl 
farest  streams  which  pour  into  them,  whose 
Waks  are  peopled  and  peopling  with  our 
•VB  energetic  race. 

Let  us  omtemplate  the  diligent  stirs  and 
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exhaustless  plenty  of  the  new  world.  W^ 
shall  find  much  to  interest  us  in  the  augudt 
and  singular  features  of  the  counti^,  m  its 
natural  history,  and  in  its  population  j  among 
whom^  besides  the  solemn  Indian,  the  stereo- 
typed French  Canadian^  and  the  enterprisi^ 
New  Englander,  we  shall  meet  with  many 
originals  from  Europe,^  some  hiding  in 
woody  nooks,  others  standing  openly  in  the 
sight  of  a  community  too  busy  to  bestow 
upon  them  more  than  a  passing  glance. 

As  my  pages  are  meant  to  chronicle  with 
fidelity  actual  incidents,  feelings,  and  facts, 
they  will  tell  of  few  extraordinary  adven- 
tures, and  of  neither  miracles  nor  monsters. 

I  deal  not  with  the  perishing  things  of 
the  hour — with  statistics,  which  (good  in 
their  place)  are,  in  Canada,  a  kind  of  **  dis- 
solving view,'*  so  fugitive, — that  truth  to-day 
is  falsehood  almost  on  the  morrow.  Who 
can  cope  with  the  statistics  of  a  great 
country  like  Canada  West,  whose  popula- 


l-tfia  mtA  ci^lsl  ■ciiwtuuea 


Mr  ^fed  ii,  I  rrftat.  to  ilrBatwar,  matt 

*  Ikw  I  il.  liil  iimi  if  [til  fill  I  iiiniMi 

rf*ii  llWt  whMj      wiu  TTilrnwJfiai^i. 
B  ito  red  wd  wfaite  iiiliifcilimi.  Aar  mm- 


I  m  Atiftt,  mAt  hi  iiii 
■  ap  ID  tba  pram  Jw. 

Bnth  mi  dntT  anil  nrr  pWasar?  tnnk  n^  f.'zt 
of  the  eoMmoD  tnck.— into  Lakes  S^tot 
Hurott.  Saperior,  &C.;  iBtos  portiBa  «f  SaMk 
Hwboa'f  Bar.  md  op  tke  Rifcr  Ouava, 
■to  Lake  Nipiw^  as  well  a>  to  Ae  rwk- 
tteitcd  HigUaiidi  at  the  St.  iMmreact  belo« 
(^bec 

MtoeHapenoaalBanativeL  TWresder't 
jadttlrmee  it,  tberefore,  raqaotol  far  the 
t^vuam  whif^  it  mtaToidableL  The  naper. 
Kjoal  if  nnreadable :  it  ■  the  cairtPl 
ot  the   6mj  wUck   gma   ban^a- 
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rency  and  life.  Some  may  say,  that  I 
gossip  a  little.  This  possibly  may  be  so. 
It  has  happened  to  the  wisest  of  men  when 
beguiled  by  an  agreeable  theme.  The  cheer- 
ful get-along  style  which  I  desire  to  adopt 
is  now  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  descrip- 
tive }  and  the  stately  and  sonorous  circum- 
locution of  our  forefathers  is  happily  out  of 
fashion. 

But  I  must  not  abuse  the  great  modern 
privilege  of  paper  and  ink  in  abundance, 
with  the  best  of  pens.  A  preface  should  be 
a  title-page  developed — a  short  letter  of  in- 
troduction, prophetic  of  the  coming  story, 
and  no  more. 

Cicero,  too,  it  is  well  to  remember,  some- 
where lays  it  down  that  an  auctioneer  is  to 
be  allowed  one  puffer ;  but  he  does  not  say 
the  same  of  an  author. 

P.S. — The  public  may  be  congratulated 
on  the  possession,  at  a  moderate  cost,  of  the 


.s 


two  charming  rolumcs  of  "  Canadian 
Srtnery,"  by  Mr.  Bartlett.  His  views  are 
eqaallj  beautiful  and  true:  mine  repreiM>nt 
I  which  that  gentleman  did  not  visit, 
I  were  aelected  lem  for  the  extremely  [OC- 
9  than  fur  the  characteristic. 
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V^Yftora  aeroM  the  Aikntic  are  such  eren-- 
^  rrcoU  that  1  aball  ray  bat  little  of  intnc. 
TWt  •rUom  hare  pleasant  retiiiui»eei]ces;  and 
lk«  rsplott*  Iff  jrcMmg  gentlemen  in  shooting  gulU 
•■4  prtrcb,  or  hi  catching  to  their  cost  the 
fliafiag  OMiliuK,  baTc  oeasecl  to  intereftt. 

SiMnboat*  have  now  convcrlei]  such  paseuges 
itf  mtr*  amnm  of  good  eating  in  good  eom- 
fM  far  pnaeribed  perioda,  except  for  arobaaaa- 
An,  fenwwan  of  cehnicB,  and  tnch-like,  who 
^■1  niO  Mtaait  10  tht  boooan  and  hcad-winda 
«f  iW  QawB'a  fr^tm. 

I  sharked  aa  the  medical  officer  to  a  lar^ 
t  of  a  Gennan  Rifle  Kqciment  in  the 
),  anonntuig,  tot^rther  witli  a  few 

—^ ,  to  the  uombcr  of  three  hun- 

)*i4  mJ  fert7  Mob. 
1  thiak    it    waa  tnconaidenle  in  oar  wonhjr 
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sea-captain  to  direct  his  course  so  near  the  plea- 
sant coasts  of  Hampshire^  Dorset,  and  Devon, 
that,  as  we  left  our  native  isle,  we  could  see  the 
slow  wain  and  the  gay  chariot  journeying  on 
the  high-roads — the  country-seats  and  farmsteads 
surrounded  by  luxuriant  crops,  in  large  chequers 
of  yellow,  green,  and  white.  Lovely  did  they 
look,  and  hard  to  leave.  A  wistful,  regretfiil 
expression,  was  strong  in  every  face  on  board; 
and  when  the  night  closed  in,  dark,  raw,  and 
showery,  a  young  emigrant  leaped  into  the  set, 
and  was  lost. 

It  may  seem  culinar}*^  and  mean;  but  so  it 
was; — much  of  our  comfort  came  from  the  cook- 
ing talents  of  a  worthy  Major,  who  regulated  our 
mess.  He  is  now  a  Major-general,  and  knighted 
for  his  services.  I  shall  never  forget  the  felici^ 
with  which  he  daily  added  to  our  soup  two 
powders,  pinch  by  pinch;  the  one  a  bri^ift 
orange,  and  the  other  of  a  chocolate  colony* 
Their  nature  I  know  not ;  but  their  effects  on  the 

* 

soup  were  very  gratifying.* 

Except  a  few  frights  among  the  ladies,  whichj 
ended  in  nothing  serious,  we  had  no  mishappi 

*  A  very  elegant  poet  and  accomplished  man,  who  had 
a  day  for  the  first  time  at  Newstead  Abbey,  was  asked,  when  ]h*' 
returned  to  the  house  where  he  was  staying,  what  he  had  enjoji 
most.     His  answer  was,  **  I  think,  my  dinner."    This,  of  coon 
was  half  a  joke ;  but  only  half. 
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I.     It  brnu  what  may  be 
"7" 
r  or  five  day*'  dirty  weatlHn-, 
r  wiadi  awl  ktgfa,   with    niti, — the  m 
;  mnr  the  dndk  to  Tnelj  and  ofteu  that 
■»  ■■■  hili'h»aj    was  asially    cliMed.   to   tho 
pHl  dBCrincnt  of  tb«  air  botwcnn  ducks. 
n>  flk:}  bans  *'*''  ''■'^  ^i*!^  squally,  I  pro- 
i  this  placf,  the  firtid  abode  of 
nM   two  hondred    penoni,  with  stilphoric 
mH  x».l  tht  nitntr  Mfpota-^f. 

T»e  wotJiw]  uood,  as  usual,  over  the  hatch- 
nn.  with  drawn  cutlaaa,  to  transmit  messages 
bciow  and  to  maintain  order.  He  was  a  fair- 
kau«d  TOdog  German,  with  the  mild,  simple 
hm.  M  bcqacDt  among  bis  countrj-men.  I  gave 
kB  ■*  bottle  of  strong  acid  to  hold  while  1 
imtiM  i  -d  by  tbe  unsteady  ladder,  so  that  he 
imi  botb  haads  roll.  At  that  moment  a  heavy 
wm  ttrmck  tbe  ship,  threw  the  poor  German  upon 
4t  4eck,  and  scattered  over  him  nearly  tbe 
*bbie  two  oacccs  of  burning  liquid.  Down 
■me  kis  entJaaa  upon  me.  He  fell  bellowing 
■d  roJIiap  on  the  slushy  deck  like  a  mad- 
Ma.  f  tboa^t  be  would  have  pushed  through 
tie  laow  ftap  of  tbe  bulwark  into  the  sea.  His 
Ahc4a  aad  coalattioos  were  dreadful. 
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I  took  o£f  the  upper  parts  of  his  dress^  and  sair 
that  the  vitriol  had  burnt  off  large  strips  of  skio 
and  flesh  from  the  face,  all  down  the  back  and 
breast.  I  dashed  magnesia  water  over  him,  and, 
laying  myself  down  by  the  poor  fellow  (as  the 
only  means  of  making  him  drink),  I  contrived 
to  pour  down  his  throat,  in  spite  of  his  convulsive 
throes,  an  hundred  drops  of  laudanum. 

This  produced  a  lull.  I  repeated  the  dose 
twice  at  small  intervals,  until  he  was  pretty  well 
stupiiied.  As  the  hot,  stifling  berth  in  the  hold  j 
would  do  harm,  I  allowed  him  to  lie  in  the  rain  J 
on  the  wet  deck  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  only  j 
padded  his  sores  with  fine  cotton — giving  from  j 
time  to  time  a  little  more  laudanum.  I 

As  he  was  then  becoming  cold,  we  placed  him  j 
in  a  berth  below ;  and  he  was  very  grateful  for  ] 
some  warm  tea. 

On  stripping  him  further,  we  found  his  legs^  . 
too,  were  peeled.     For  three  days  he  was  in    ' 
great  torment;   and  a  month  elapsed  before  he 
was  convalescent. 

I  remember  but  few  cases  where  my  feelingft  ^ 
were  so  painfully  drawn  upon  as  in  this  of  the 
amiable  and  patient  German.  The  rolling,  greasj 
deck,  the  sheets  of  drenching  spray,  the  falling 
rain,  and  the  crowding  of  affrighted  spectat 
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wkb  Uw  •gortj  or  tbe  yoaog  toUier 

HMd  hj  my*elt),  mide  out  a  kcim  of  gloom 

d  ■i»Tj  which  quite  otrrwhulmed  mc. 

D«rit  bb  uedieal  imbneot,  Ifao  doetor  uul 

Mat  beMiHM  gmt  firicadi.    Maajr  w«ra  Um 

WSK*'  fron  llu  offieen'  ohm;  «iid  bookf 

•«v(  napplicd,  lo  give  pleasure  and  profit  to  the 

*>«/7  boar. 

A*  ««  bjr  twcBliDctl  oo  tba  Iwolu  of  New- 
fcwJliwil,  fltbing  for  rod  wu  a  great  treat  to  all 
nakA  on  board ;  both  in  the  catching  with 
imak  and  line,  aod  in  tbe  eating. 

1W  fa^  was  M)  peaetnting  «•  to  Mate  with 
■ntfar*  tbe  bUnkcu  iu  our  Etat«-cabiiift :  and 
jtt  ■•  HOC  caught  cold;  and  ao  dense  was  it, 
Am  HMMtimn  wn  could  nut  sc«  ttic  length  of 
ivaaaU  tcmvI. 

?U«  bvtng  oertajn  of  our  powtion,  a  boat,  into 
vhieh  1  jniBped,  waa  wat  out  to  found.  The 
mian  atNin  learnt  where  they  were  from  the 
Mm  of  Um  bottom. 

DuiB|[  fwr  abaraca,  kettles,  belU,  and  bugles, 
■■•  b<«fiC  aoM tiding  tcrnticalljr  on  board  tlie  good 
A^  or  va  ncTcr  ihould  iiatc  fuutid  it  a^n ; 
ftral  tw«Bty  jrmrdi'  dt(taitc4]  we  )o»t  Hi^ht  of  her. 
1  abaB  aorer  fbrgat  iht  vast  ma^ifyinjf  effect  of 
At  Mst  oa  tbe  ship,  her  tprciui  laila,  ahrauds. 
She  loomed    into   si^^ht  an  im- 
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mense  white  mass,  filling  half  the  heaveni. 
Young  travellers  should,  on  principle,  be  always 
placing  themselves  within  reach  of  new  im- 
pressions. 

Our  German  soldiers  were  remarkably  docile 
and  good-humoured.  Every  tolerable  evening,  e 
party  of  them  sat  in  the  forecastle,  upon  the  beam 
which  carries  the  ship's  bell,  and  sang  in  parts 
the  beautiful  airs  of  their  fatherland. 

We  sailed  close  past  the  Isle  of  St.  Panl  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  thence  onwards, 
very  favourably.  One  fine  morning,  looking 
through  the  porthole  of  my  little  cabin,  with  joy 
and  surprise  I  saw  a  pretty  shore  about  half  a 
mile  off — a  crescent  beach  of  bright  yellow  sand, 
with  low  rocks  and  woods  behind.  It  was  a 
bight  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  where  we  bad 
anchored  during  the  night  in  a  fog. 

We  soon  set  sail  again,  and  in  due  time 
anchored  off  Apple  Island,  sixty  or  seventy  miles 
below  Quebec. 

While  waiting  for  a  favourable  tide  we  went 
on  shore,  and  found  the  island  loaded  with  ripe 
bilberries  {Vaccinium  Canadense\  and  in  its 
centre  a  spring  of  pure  fresh  water,  bubbling  up 
from  beneath  a  smooth  brown  rock.  The  sugar* 
loaf  mountains  of  New  Brunswick  were  on  the 
south-east  in  the  remote  distance,  and  a  low, 


*'] 
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wr    DorLh,    niib    a.  fictr 
I  on  ibc  nwrgin  of  die  water. 
bo  Inre  becB  peat  np  mantag  the 

of  a  WMtb,  a  fngnmt  iiroll, 
ad  ■  W«q»«  apoa  lb*  juicy  finiit  of  America 


rmtij  next  noruiag-,  we  fbond  tbe 
■ifcar  fatafd  aiid  ovr  ship  driring  r^idljr  op  a 
fli^i£cr»t  bnt  Alow);  mrowiag  ;;vl^  Iwen^  to 
Airlv  asile*  broad.  On  oar  north  were  noim- 
teMoB*  lomU,  iluniilrd  aixl  cut  tlirDU{:fa  by 
pfHlaaa  Tslle^*  (Eboulraienu.  St.  Paol);  wbilo 
••  the  KMtib  iban  we  mw  ^ntle  upfaind*,  for 
Ab  MMt  part  cultiraied,  wttb  Ute  white  dwell- 
■^  «f  tbe  |i MUKBtry  pictarcM|uclj  beading  lh« 
ttff  ol  tbm  river  St.  l^wrtDce. 

By  Am  tisM  we  had  a  finl>rale  rir er- hurricane. 
fwa  wb  were  blown  to  raf*.  Tidi-  umtiBg,  we 
fr.  •■  "«  tjiwlrr  t«nT  I'oJr",  Bt  the  rale  of  vereik- 
Im  to  ei^lcea  tniie*  an  hoar.  Tbe  wiads  tore 
flff  tbc  abarp  while  eresta  of  the  wave*,  and 
^Mbni  tben  in  our  faces.  Two  or  three  of  those 
^MttTc  fiab  called  "  ihrasbeis,"  a  kind  of  whale, 
«f  a  abimig  while  coloar,  were  not  far  off,  rusb- 
mg  sboat  in  apmarioiu  pastime,  and  occasionally 
l^JKft  tbemaelTes  out  of  the  sea  bodily.  It  was 
>  asat  animating  scene. 


1-    ': 
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We  80on  came  abreast  of  tbe  large  island  of 
Orleans,  and  pursued  a  narrow  channel  between 
it  and  the  south  shore  for  ten  or  twelve  mileSy 
when  a  most  splendid  panorama  burst  upon  our 
sight,  as  we  began  to  cross  a  basin  in  front  of 
Quebec,  more  than  a  league  broad.  A 

To  the  left  we  had  the  pine-clad  rocks,  scat- 
tered white  houses,  and  trim  churches  of  Point 
Levi ;  to  the  right,  the  lengthy  village  of  Beau- 
port,  and  the  graceful  cascade  of  Montmorenci, 
screened  by  purple  mountains.  Before  us,  in 
front,  was  the  fine  city  of  Quebec,  crowning  a 
lofty  promontory,  and  alternately  in  gloom  and 
gleam  with  the  scud  of  the  tempest ;  while  the 
battlements  of  Cape  Diamond,  overlooking  the 
city,  were  seen  to  extend  out  of  sight  up  the 
now  contracted  river.  Some  vessels  of  war,  with 
crowds  of  merchant-ships  and  steamers,  fringed 
the  shore.*  Imagination  had  no  difficulty  in 
placing  tliis  noble  and  varied  picture  in  its  ap- 
propriate frame,  '*  the  amplitudes  of  savage  and 
solitary  nature"  all  around,  and  reaching  to  the 
Arctic  circle* 

*  Among  other  vesseb  was  one  which  left  Portsmouth  on  the 
same  day  that  we  did,  and  arrived  three  hours  before  us,  without 
our  having  onoe  seen  each  other  on  the  voyage. 


QUEBEC  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS, 


•CSnST   AID    SOnfflT. 
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We  •oon  cast  anchor.  I  landed  on  one  of  the 
^■•n  of  the  lower  town,  and  foond  myself  amid 
a  jamUe  of  dingy,  beary-built  houses  and  ware- 
boose*,  overfaung  by  rery  high,  perpendicular 
focka  in  ainooth  sheets,  and  bearing  on  their 
brow,  BO  far  as  I  eoold  see  from  hence,  princi- 
pally, the  broad  Oi^ade  of  the  Cliateau  St.  Louis, 
thm  reaidenee  of  the  GoTemor-general. 

A  little  way  from  the  water's  edge,  Mountain 
Street  begins  to  wind  np  a  cleft  in  the  precipice 
laborioasly  sleep. 

One-third  of  the  way  np  I  looked  down  Break- 
atck  Stair*,*  a  long  Bight  of  steps  leading  down 
■•  the  naiTow  and  pictnresqae  Champlain  Street. 

•  «•  tattil  bmm  m  o«bw  Wrtait  riddM  dan  tbm  witbomt 
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Continuing  my  upward  course,  I  at  length 
thankfully  found  level  ground  on  the  terrace  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  from  whence,  sitting  on 
a  shotted  cannon,  my  sailor  friends  and  the  whole 
river  scene  could  be  espied. 

A  few  stone  steps  and  the  turning  of  a  corner 
or  two  soon  brought  me  to  the  Albion  Hotel, 
in  the  Place  d'Armes,  the  open  space  near  the 
English  church,  where  I  found  my  military  fellow 
voyagers  refreshing  themselves  right  merrily. 

This  having  been  done  to  our  complete  satisfac- 
tion we  determined  upon  a  ramble,  and  thought 
it  best  to  make  for  the  highest  point  first ;  from 
thence  to  master  the  principal  bearings  and  fea- 
tures of  our  new  home,  for  such  to  most  of  us 
was  Quebec  to  be. 

We  soon  stand  upon  one  of  the  summits  of 
Cape  Diamond,  347  feet  above  the  river. 

Of  the  fortress  itself  we  may  only  prudently 
say  that  it  is,  externally,  an  assemblage  of  low, 
thick,  stone  walls,  pierced  with  portholes,  running 
here  and  there  according  to  the  form  of  the  ground 
and  the  rules  of  art.  Walled  ditches  are  without, 
and  low  barracks,  storehouses,  and  magazines 
within;  and  everywhere  officers,  soldiers,  and 
artificers,  are  moving  (about  in  their  different 
vocations. 

From  this  commanding  elevation  the  eye  de- 
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i^^  itMlf  in  a  Fcene  tmriralled  io  the  western 
WfM  Ibr  gnndfnr,  Tvicly,  and  pietarcsqua 
^■■•f.  Tken  it  Dolfaic^  cnmparable,  either  at 
Jb«  York,  BoMon.  or  Philsflelitlik. 
Savcb-westwapdi  (up  the  river)  we  have,  riiiag 
J  alvfiw,  afaottt  ,'j«0  foet  abnve  the  St.  Law- 
iLc  b«ule-pIaio  of  Abrmham,  nuw  a  stony 
i^itare  aad  nee-eovrw.  bat  for  ercr  nMmorahle 
i«  ih*  ipat  when  Aad  WoUe  and  Moatcaln, 
•f  riew»,  aad  amt,  and  qnalitia  fiir  in 
of  tbdr  a^.  The  plani  hi  shut  in  bjr 
pfc*-«orJ*.  whirh  hid*-  wreral  jireUy  Tillas  aod 
all  iltc  coQDtiT  beyond. 

iWhind  me,  as  I  now  stand,  and  far  below,  the 
tidr  ruD>  roaghlv  and  swiftly  Dp  the  rirer.*  Im- 
■witatelT  at  our  feet  lies  the  dusky  and  dense 
an  of  Qoebec,  with  its  houses,  cbarcbes,  con- 
imiM,  barracks,  aod  other  public  edifices,  all 
(tootoy  and  heavy  roofed,  stretching  away  into 
tW  gradually  vanishing  suburbs  of  St.  John  and 
St.  Koque. 

•  ■n^tt-m  i>  ■■il—  Mtmn  down  nd  toaad  t?  Itteir. 

M  bft  ^kv  *iiat  p^  ooanlilna.  wbicfa  imi«d  tha  pnwoBtafj 
"\  \  to  U  praxnl  bcifbl.  Iti  roAi  htn  ben  npbnrad 
^  ^ra  '  -'j  tram  tk«  adj^ast  ud  oootiaiioai  bociiwtal 
MM  ^  IMMMM.  Tk  bkck  1mmH»  or  QnafaK  ta  perpen- 
&^r.  w  at «  WT  h%b  M^  >kil>  Hi  Uaini  iwk  tU  ow 
C^^  Md  Ika  fMB  «(  N«»  York  m  borinottl.  Ijinf  acnr  ■■  it 
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We  observe  that  the  city  b  completely  girt 
with  military  defences^  with  occasionally  a  mas- 
sive gate,  and  empty  spaces  within  the  walls, 
either  for  promenades  or  markets. 

We  hear  a  regimental  band  playing  on  the 
esplanade,  near  the  St.  Loais  gate^  before  a  crowd 
of  soldiers  and  spectators. 

Passing  the  eye  northwards  over  the  dty,  it 
crosses  seven  miles  or  more  of  a  roagh,  partially- 
cultivated  coantry,  dotted  with  hoases,  to  rest 
upon  a  range  of  steep  wooded  mountains,  which 
strike  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Cape  Tourment;  a 
black  headland,  remote,  but  still  high  and  im- 
posing. 

Looking  now  easterly,  we  have  below  us  the 
ample  basin  of  Quebec,  alive  with  ships ;  and  the 
placid  island  of  Orleans  on  the  far  side,  twenty 
miles  long,  and  almost  filling  up  the  river. 

The  immediate  south  shore,  we  perceive,  is 
rugged  and  high,  occupied  with  dwellings,  and 
farms  near  at  band,  while  the  more  distant  re- 
gion, the  valley  of  the  Chaudi^re  chiefly,  is  a  sea  of 
undulating  forests,  extending  within  sight,  I  verily 
believe,  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.* 

*  In  winter  this  whole  icene  is  most  splendid,  but  in  a  different 
way.  With  the  exception  of  the  high-pitched  roofs  of  the  houses 
in  the  town  beneath,  whose  smooth  metallic  corerings  wiU  not 
aUow  the  snow  to  rest,  the  hues  of  summer  are  gone.  The  whole 
region— the  city,  suburbs,  euThrons,  the  phuns  and  slopes,  with 
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[  ■  BOW  {tcMeiM)  into  the  tovm.     It  ts  a 
t  place  to  tbfl  ncre  Eoglisb.     In  its  srchi- 
R  Freocb,  or  pcrfaipi  it  reMiubles  yet 

U  muMTeness  ofAogsbarg. 
[  llelt  in  (he  ur,  iwcpt  in  winter  bjr 
,  thick  wnlU  and  doablo  windows 
e  at  Qaebce. 


1W  ft.  ta»nwi  boki  dan  laJ  Irulni,  full  nf  W-ttrtJ),  villi 
hM  m4  tkoc  H  Bp-tora  trac,  tb«  qnrt  of  tha  inwint  ddai, 
baaf  a  ■■(slar  cootnat  bj  iu  diou-  (sjicct  witb  tha  glinering 

l^trf  ■!  !■'  I  dari^  vmlcr.  whOa  at  brcakfut,  I  bad  before 
f  M^  of  houlnida  gf  the  [niu]ti7  axstang  with 
it  bcnrean  Point  Leri  and  Quebec, 
ea  acToaa  tlw  Soea,  and  at  inotlwr 
Abovt  enrjp  third  winter  tlkne 
■  of  kz  bceoBM  ftud.  jaomad  ap  b;  •  (trans 
•vd.  asd  aoMBCad  tagctba  bj  two  or  three  ihaip  nighta.    Thia 
a  m  n«a«  af  pvfaBc  mun^,  and  tct?  wefal. 

1  nafla  erf  b^^nl  aoUkn  are  aent  to  mark  ont  tb«  road,  bj 
fttmmf  jiiaai  (linia  at  abort  diitaBtea,  and  windini  among  high 
-|    II  I    of  qaheareil  ikeU  and  blocki  of  ioe. 

1  *W7  f^»Tra4M  h^m  it  ia.  We  are  in  ■  deep  trongh  Or 
^^H  .  on  tic  BB«  nde  are  the  I^aun  Pradpicci  (Point  Leri 
timmmad '.  frt^ed  *itb  pinra :  and  on  tbe  other  iba  ntj,  with  ita 
n^  Md  apim  ifarthiit  nader  ■  dondlcei  ran-  Indeed  tbe  akiea 
•M  ^n  perfectly  Itnlk^  eurpt  daring  tbe  Biaw.itamia,  wbicb, 
kj  Or  WIT,  lot  TMlcBca  noat  be  Men  to  be  appncialed. 

1  ten  npeaicdlj  obarrted,  in  aerera  rraau,  Ibe  cingaUr  fact.— 
%^  w%t»  tte  (Mw  iam  been  hard  packed  tt  rioga  M  beiag  Mndi. 
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This  elevation,  however,  has  its  advantages 
also,  particularly  in  the  heats  of  sammer;  and 
there  is  scarcely  a  tarn  or  opening  in  any  of  the 
streets  which  does  not  present  to  the  surprised 
and  charmed  sight  an  exquisite  picture  of  bright 
waters  and  mountains,  framed  in  the  time-stained 
rampart  or  mouldering  convent  wall.  My  friend, 
Mr.  Adams,  C.  E.,  made  a  beautiful  series  of 
coloured  sketches  of  these  peeps,  which  I  greatly 
coveted. 

As  I  am  not  writing  topography,  I  shall  simply 
say  that  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  a  grotesque 
old  market-place,  admirably  delineated  by  Bart- 
lett,  with  a  blackened  Jesuits'  college,  now  a  bar- 
rack, on  one  side,  and  a  large  unsightly  Roman 
Catholic  church  opposite ;  the  two  other  sides 
being  filled  up  with  antique  dwellings,  their  roo& 
pierced  with  windows. 

From  the  market-place  there  diverge  a  number 
of  streets  with  stiff,  beetle-browed  houses,  and 
some  sleepy  retail  shops,  leading  either  into  the 
country  by  some  sentinelled  gateway,  or  down  to 
the  Lower  Town. 

East  of  the  market-place  is  St.  Louis  Street, 
long,  broad,  and  handsome,  the  residence  of  many 
officials.  It  has  the  esplanade,  already  alluded 
to,  at  its  south-west  end;  the  English  church, 
the  Place  d*Armes,  and,  until  lately,  the  Chateau 
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fit.  Lmm,  St  iU  iMftli-«Mt  end.    The  cUlIcmi 
•«•  imrmt  down  not  long  mpt.  Knd  its  site  oon- 
9ttmi  iaio  A  profDcaade  of  extreme  beujty. 
There   tt  at  the  Wad  of  Mounuia  Stn<ct  a.  ^ 
Hoate  €it  Aaseaihiy,  oTeriookiag  Ifae 
and   ao   exIcnsiTC   |>iic  of  J 
■wd  as  a  CatiioUc  seminary. 
■Maboaed    lliD   r«apeciable  Court    at  | 
I  tlta  AlIwM  Hotel,  now  converted  ii 
eea,  I  do  not  leave  unnoticed  an;  very  , 
•tmetnrp. 

The  soborlM  of  St  Loois,  tit.  John,  and  St. 
Roi^ee,  altitongh  lai^,  are  mere  rectangular 
MncCB,  of  wooden  houtes,  for  the  most  part  nn- 
paved,  and  only  with  an  edging  on  the  Bide- 
*ftlk*,  of  »quared  1<^,  to  keep  the  pedestrian 
«at  of  the  deep  quagmire  which  six  months  oat 
Q^ibe  twelve  reigns  triumphant  in  the  carriage- 
vav.  Near  St.  Roque  is  a  spacious  and  faand- 
nste  boapital,  built  nuder  the  French  regime.  It 
IS  ia  fiiU  employ. 

Nmt  Sl  Roque,  also,  the  River  St.  Charles 
jmma  from  the  mountains  to  join  the  St.  Law> 
nam.  Aroand  its  ilimv  embouchure  are  various 
breweries  and  ship-building  establishments,  which 
with  the  timber  trade  form  the  staple  occopatiou 

Wc  were  Dcver  allowed  to  forget  that  we  were 
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in  a  military  stronghold,  especially  when  vre  ap^ 
proached  the  outskirts,  bristling  and  defiant  with 
its  covered  ways,  walls,  and  bastions,  its  cannon 
and  pyramids  of  iron  balls  guarded  by  jealous 
sentries  innumerable.  We  meet  not  only  the 
French  shopkeeper,  the  active  and  somewhat  as- 
suming English  merchant,  the  sea-captain  and  hia 
ruddy,  whiskered  sailors,  but  everywhere  and  con- 
tinually, military  of  all  arms,  palpably  forming 
an  important  portion  of  the  general  population. 

The  French  physiognomy  and  manners  every-* 
where  prevail.  The  young  have  usually  slight 
figures,  short  faces,  and  dark,  quick  eyes ;  the  old 
are  very  wrinkled,  but  the  step  is  firm,  the  fire  of 
the  bright  eye  unquenched,  and  many  a  mouth  is 
made  happy  by  a  short  pipe. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  pigtails  lingering 
among  the  old  men,  among  other  relics  of  the 
days  of  Louis  XV.,  and  therefore  did  not  wonder 
in  1837  on  being  told  that  a  grenadier  of  Auster- 
litz  and  Friedland  finds  himself  at  home  as  beadle 
of  the  large  church  of  St.  Mark  on  the  banks  of 
the  Richelieu. 

AH  the  native  Canadians  of  the  working  class 
are  dressed  in  a  coarse  grey  cloth  of  their  own 
manufacture,  with  the  warm  hooded  capote  in 
winter,  of  the  same  colour,  bound  close  to  the 
body  by  a  worsted  sash  of  many  gay  hues. 
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TOft  wvmea  of  the  lower  orden.  dnisaed  in 
pvpla  aad  nd«  «•  in  XormaDiI}-,  are  aw»y  wul 
hnik.  TWy  hftvs  the  emay,  elastic  walli,  and  the 
wmMt  look,  at  tkeir  listen  in  France,  the  aauie 
iMd^-dbd  fart,  tbe  mne  ready  ability  and  »«]F- 
eMAiwcB.  Ym  nay  ••■  Bomc  few  channing 
AiM«a4  SfMM  ancMij  ibe  Tery  youog ;  bat  tfas 
tW  flovca,  the  hard  work,  and  espeetally 
iam  atuuh,  deatroy  all  thi«  Wore  tb« 
of  ibeir  thirtieth  year. 
W«  io  aot  K"  ^^  ii'"  *'*^  ■treets  nilboat  mec(- 
■(  EB  IndiaD  or  two,  tqitalid  and  abject,  not 
iinHiiil,  in  eemiUHiD  and  fvathcred  finnrj-,  like 
Aar  bratfarca  of  the  far  interior.  In  the  course 
WA»  OMMJag  winter  I  toon  found  out,  that  if  we 
hMT  the  uullitudinous  barkioK  of  cuff  in  the 
Awt.  H  la  oattted  by  their  bevettiog  «»d  anappttig 
who  have  come  frotn  tin  woods,  or 
Tilla^  of  Lorette,  to  b^,  or  to  sell 

taiipftthy  of  town-bred  dogs  to 
I  from  their  peculiar  odour, 
wUcfei  ia  pereepCible  at  k>rio  di'tanr-c,  l<ui  to  me 
a  Mt  diaapecable.*   Tlie  Indians  take  little  more 

•  a  ^Mt  tiB«  i«B  tto  Isdku  oT  (W  Red  Rinr  KttlcneDt 
^BW^^d  lb  Ctefck  MiMioawy  Socirtj  t«  (md  tlicm  k 
^■^1      111  a  WW  OM.  bM  ib<  lt«*.  Mr.  Cocluu,  «1m,  uU 
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notice  of  this  annoyance  than  an  occasional  lungc 
with  a  stick  at  any  dog  who  comes  too  forward 
The  troops  of  large  wolfish  dogs  which  rush  upon 
the  traveller,  riding  or  on  foot,  as  he  enters  anj 
Canadian  village,  is  a  great  naisance.  Thej 
accompany  him,  as  he  traverses  the  place,  witk 
open  mouth  and  loud  cries,  beyond  the  very  last 
house. 

It  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  our  firs! 
and  very  gratifying  walk  round  Quebec.  On  ooi 
return  to  the  hotel,  our  affable  landlady  surprised 
us  at  supper  with  some  prime  beaver-tail,  whicl 
gave  rise  to  much  talk  and  many  opinions  as  tc 
its  merits ;  and  the  next  day,  dining  at  a  regi* 
mental  mess,  I  partook  of  a  sparerib  of  bear,  and 
found  it  excellent. 

In  common  with  several  of  my  ship  companions 
I  wintered  in  this  city,  and  collected  the  desultory 
observations  which  now  follow. 

I  scarcely  know  of  anything  more  interesting  to 
a  man  of  an  active  and  inquiring  spirit  than  a 
winter  residence  at  Quebec. 

If  it  be  pleasant  to  dwell  among  an  intelligent 
and  proverbially  social  community ;  if,  taking 
higher  ground,  it  be  pleasant  to  be  a  sympathising 
observer  amid  a  people  educating  for  great  desti- 
nies, busily  working  out  their  material  prosperitj 
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ly«MB»  of  their  gmi  river,  and  its  lacditor- 
IBMBtt  of  fralt  wkier  (^Aa  inntimmblc),  ptanting 
tba  ioftitalMiM  of  Mitmce,  chant;, 
thmt  Qnebee  b  ui  etnlnnt);  denr- 
iMi  afcaJa  umI  vateb-liHrer. 

MQmifrr  «•  li*rc  all  the  UDiruIaritits  utd 
mnMm  of  Tobolsk,  witboBi  a  ItiuMan  jgonmor, 
tm  i&rj  bnnl.  aod  (ittlert. 

TW  tow  alaadtao  h^  ihsl  all  (lie  abncMplutm 
Aamf^  of  ■  Siberian  diiuatr,  lu  |:la(Mny  and  to 
fcHir-jB,!  hy  liinH,  nr.-  in  foil  ilisplnv.  Jlntiy  of 
iW  liiiaii  ■  louk  dirvctljr  upun  the  trilderneM,  its 
■Mntaiiw  aod  floutla,  (u  that  fnicn  your  duabl^ 
MmdmmwA  draviog-roooi  j-oa  can  witnCM  in  tlicir 
lirtkaad  cx^omoo  cilhrr  tb«  bbck'fp^,  blind  rn^, 
Aakiay  tmam  »U»iu  of  ih«:  cnld  *ra>on,  or  tho 
•laart  ■Bff^aaOad  electric  rcnipr*ts  of  lh«  Farm. 
T»  past  Bpo*  tht  aarun  borvmli*  of  tliU  ra^un  is 
wonb  a  Icin^  ravage. 

la  tbe  nreeu  we  walk,  with  spiket  in  our  shoe^, 
■jKo  ice  three  and  t\\  feet  thick,  in  heavy  fur 
Of*  asd  wrapper*.  ^Ve  meet  with  milk  for  sate, 
oamed  about  in  eabtage-nets  ;  frozt^n  fiiih,  which 
eooe  to  life  again ;  we  mm;  stout  little  horse* 
piaaed,  or  all  but  pinned,  to  the  ground  by  icicles 
kaa(iB;;froni  their  noses, •omeliiucs  three  feet  lon^r. 

Twice  within  five  minutes  I  have  informed 
pa*Mtf  ikat  tbcir  dom  or  car  was  froat-biticn. 
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Sansbine  and  the  heavens  are  usually  as  briglit 
as  in  Italy. 

It  is  then  that  you  daily  hear  in  the  streets  a 
concert  of  musical  horsebells,  giving  notice  that 
one  or  other  of  the  numerous  cavalcades  of  elegant 
sledges  are  in  motion,  filled  with  beauty  and 
fashion,  lying  warm  in  a  profusion  of  furs.  They 
are  on  their  way,  in  long  lines,  to  some  well-known 
place  of  resort,  as  Lake  Charles  or  Montmorend, 
or  are  merely  parading  the  town,  as  the  wont  is  ; 
and  it  is  a  charming  sight. 

The  sportsman  has  free  scope  for  his  skill  and 
endurance  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec.  Elks, 
bears,  and  deer,  may  be  found  in  their  native 
woods  at  no  great  distance,  but  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
off  they  are  always  to  be  encountered,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Lorette  Indians.  Snipe,  wild 
duck,  &c.  &c.  are  abundant  much  nearer.* 

It  is  true  that  Quebec,  in  north  latitude  47^, 
has  the  winter  of  St.  Petersburgh  in  north  lati- 

*  To  see  a  sportsman,  as  you  may  here  occasionally  do,  driftiiig 
slowly  down  a  wintry  river  in  a  white  boat,  disguised  by  an  ice* 
like  pile  of  white  calico,  towards,  and  finally  into,  a  flock  of  wild 
ducks  peaoefuUy  feeding,  is  a  painfully  interesting  sight.  His 
discharge  takes  place.  Up  rise  the  affrighted  birds ;  ten  or  twenty 
are  struggling,  wounded,  in  the  water ;  and  the  exulting  fowler 
collects  his  prey. 

On  this  subject  I  know  no  book  so  life-like  and  entertaining  as 
Tolfrey's  "  Sportsman  in  Canada.''  To  this  inexpenslTe  work  I 
refer  the  reader  altogether  for  information  on  this  head. 
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ttit  00°,  Kod.  ftt  the  Mmo  time,  a  sammer  inor* 
■  [Hill  MJiilj  hat  than  Paru. 

lu  Bcao  aoDDfel  U-mperatura  U  37^  5'  Fabr^ 
tkat  at  l^»doti  being  49".  Tlicra  is  perhaps  no 
^ttiiht  world  where  the  nnnual  nutgc  of  tba 
ikmmtmtt^tr  m  gn^ttr  thau  at  Quebec ;  it  is 
tsc  tVfi.  In  the  conne  of  ■  day  I  bare  Ken  a 
iimtM  of  from  37**  Fahr.  to  28°  below  zero. 

I^rce  priodpal  reaMoa  have  been  adduced  bjr 
Dr.  Rolpfa  ofTorDDio  to  explain  the  iact  of  North 
Atirnoi  Grille  iiiiirli  colder  tliaii  Enro|>e  la  tlie 
kf^bcr  correcponding  latitude*. 

TWt  are,  first,  the  greater  proximity  of  the 
vaii  body  of  ice  and  saow  stretching  southwards 
fruaa  tbe  Arctic  r^;ioDS ;  secondly,  the  maltitndes 
W  frmen  lakca  in  Hudson's  Bay ;  and  thirdly, 
tba  abaence  of  a  mounlain  barrier  to  screen  the 
>  from  tbe  cold  winds  of  the  north-west 


These.  I  may  add,  are  the  prerailiag  winds, 
aad  bring  to  the  AiUntic  coasts  not  only  the 
Afccie  temperstare,  bat  the  extreme  cold  of  the 
Barbj  MoaBtains,  and  the  bare  and  lofty  plaina 
eaihnraM. 

Lower  Canada  is,  in  lact,  placed  in  the  tone  of 
liaaiiiiiin  between  the  polar  and  temperate  cli- 
■alca,  aad  woold  bare  been  probably  far  colder 
thaa  it  ia,  were  it  not  lor  tbe  admirable  provision 
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of  natare,  that  water,  in  freezing,  liberates  a 
large  amount  of  heat  which  had  been  latent,  and 
80  raises  the  general  temperature. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  longer  the  ]Saropeaii 
remains  in  Lower  Canada  the  more  susceptible  he 
becomes  of  cold.  For  the  first  two  or  three 
winters  he  scarcely  feels  it;  but  afterwards  his 
wrappings  gradually  increase,  till  at  last  he  it 
buried  in  furs  and  woollens.  So  it  is  with  the 
heats  of  India. 

Dr.  Kelly,  in  an  excellent  paper  published  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  *'  Literary  and  Historical 
Society  of  Quebec,*'  mentions  that  the  average 
mortality  of  Canadian  towns  is  nearly  double  that 
of  the  country.  He  accounts  for  this  by  stating, 
that  at  Quebec,  &c.  (I  know  it  too  well)  there  is 
no  regular  system  of  cleaning  the  streets;  that 
the  public  sewers  are  in  such  a  state  that  some  of 
the  houses  in  one  of  the  principal  streets  are 
scarcely  habitable  at  times  from  stench.  He 
adds,  that  the  sewers  open  into  the  lower  town 
most  offensively.  The  suburbs,  with  few  excep* 
tions,  have  neither  paving  nor  sewers.  After  the 
melting  of  the  snow,  in  April  and  May,  the 
streets  of  the  fiat  suburb  of  St.  Roche  become 
ponds  or  sloughs  of  ice,  melting  and  mixing 
with  the  accumulated  putridities  of  the  whole 
winter. 


Qoaaac  a«d  m  ■vriBom. 


i^  tbara  are  few  towns  in  Chrutcndom 
j^Msdi  aa  unount  of  diwun  and  deati- 
|«iMl  u  in  Quebec  Then  are  stiU 
ft  ma  nre,  where  it  is  tnol  by  a  chariljr 
png  lij  U>e  Tari'HM  Chrutian  ilmmnioa- 
H  I  ihall  not  record  tb«  tiamra  of  lIioM 
W»  (iMMt  eonkpietwo*  in  tbk  holy  Uboar; 
law  Ml  *rwb  to  bo  known  bnyuad  ibo 
'  A«y  miaro  and  btea.  This  miwry  does 
mek  tha  aatire  poor,  bat  the  fcfBr-striekeo, 
,  and  friniHtrM  IrisJi  —  n  people  Inil^ 
«re<i  and  peeled" — who  year  after  year  are 
a  in  shoals  upon  the  wharfs  of  Quebec 
bhipc  which  ought  to  be  called  "  itinerant 
ou***." 

■e  unwelcome  outcaata  are  crowded,  without 
•  pTDTMiou,  into  reuels  titled  up  almost 
»hip  bibion,  by  the  agents  of  impoTerished 
Bpr-.nciplMi  landlords,  who  rely  od  the  pub- 
>d  pritate  com  raise  ration  of  the  western 
:  and  it  has  been  taxed  beyond  endurance, 
of  the  pidl,  certainly,  lies  upon  the  Irish 
nmcot.  who  do  little  or  nothing  to  preTent 
rfatful  a  »tatc  of  tilings.  Thus  uiallers  con- 
to  the  present  hour,  I  betiere  ;  worse  rather 
wtlcr. 

«e  poor  creatures,  on  landing,  creep  into 
orel  they  cao,   with  ail  their  foul  thing* 
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aboat  them.  When  they  are  so  naroerous  as  to 
fignre  in  the  streets,  they  are  pat,  I  believe  by 
the  Colonial  Groyemment,  into  dilapidated  houses, 
with  something  like  rations,  of  which  latter  the 
worthier  portion  of  the  emigrants  are  apt  to  see 
but  little  :  they  are  clutched  by  the  clamorous. 

The  filthy  and  crowded  state  of  the  houses,  the 
disgusting  scenes  going  on  in  them,  can  only  be 
guessed  by  a  very  bold  imagination.  I  have  trod 
the  floor  of  one  of  such  houses,  almost  over  shoes 
in  churned  and  sodden  garbage,  animal  and 
Tegetable.  It  required  dissecting-room  nerves  to 
bear  it. 

After  starving  about  Quebec  for  months,  the 
helpless  Irishman  and  his  family  begin  to  creep 
up  the  country  on  charity  or  government  aid, 
and  thus  strew  the  colony  with  beggary  and 
disease.  A  Quebec  winter  does  not  allow  of 
lazzaronism.  Some  perish,  some  are  absorbed 
into  the  general  population,  and  many  more  go 
into  the  United  States. 

For  six  winter  months  I  was  medical  officer  to 
the  emigrants  at  Quebec,  whether  in  hospital  or 
in  forlorn  lodgings ;  until,  in  fact,  I  nearly  lost  my 
life  by  typhus  and  dysentery.  While  so  em- 
ployed, I  have  often  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
history  of  individual  families,  in  their  misfortunes 
from  villany,  inexperience,  sickness,  and  the  like.. 
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laiioa  mmnircsled  by  youngs  anil  old  has 
Ikb  Mar«*Jlou;  aad  more  tlian  once  liave  I  had 
A*  plcMore  of  Meing  mj  poor  rrieoda  led  oo, 
■  Ihc  «anrae  of  lime,  e* en  lo  pruspcrity, 
||  Maaj  of  lh«  beds  in  the  low  lodging-hoosea  of 
^^dkae  mr*  in  netnet  nuule  in  Uir  irnlla.  Not 
ta^nfaaBtljr,  wben  1  baro  enlorvd  on  dutj-  a 
Mk  aad  CKwdcd  apartnenl,  conrainii)^  iewral 
fMaat  hapnra  bole*.  I  bare  teen  a  larg«  black 
~  ~  ~  I  half  ibniBt  into  otte  of  ibem.  It 
i  e'xeelteiit  BUfaop  of  Montreal 
iDr.  MooDuin),  io  his  bulky  winter  dress,  admU 
u»t«riDv  reltgiooB  instruction  lo  the  sick,  utterly 
rceanllcM  of  the  poison  he  was  breathii^,  and 
■Bsiotts  only  to  console  apd  succour. 

H»  lordthip  reads  the  service  of  Common 
PrxTFT  in  a  Tery  singular  manner,  no  doabt  nncon- 
Kiooaly.  On  my  fint  hearing  him,  and  not  being 
aeoaainted  with  bis  apostolic  character,  I  could 
•oc  brlp  smiling;  bat  when  1  found  out  whose 
faobfol  disciple  and  serrant  he  was,  I  smiled  no 
man. 

The  mncdiea  for  the  miseries  I  have  been 
hririly  deseriUng  lie  iu  a  well-paid  and  well- 
«fgaju*ed  system  at  borne  for  the  licensing  and 
ivprctioa  of  emigrant  ships;  and  another  in  the 
«sloBtcs  for  tb«  reception  and  di^tributioa  of  the 
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new  coiners,  especially  daring  the  present  tran* 
sition  state  of  Ireland. 

Society  at  Quebec,  in  the  usual  accepted  mean- 
ing of  the  word,  as  formed  of  people  of  talent, 
acquirements,  good  income,  and  good  temper,  is 
of  a  very  superior  and  varied  kind ;  not,  however, 
in  summer,  because  then  every  one  is  either 
absent  or  extremely  busy. 

The  materials  for  this  good  society  are  iiimished 
by  the  vice-regal  court,  the  ministers  of  religion, 
the  numerous  members  of  the  Colonial  Legis- 
latures, the  courts  of  law,  the  French  gentry 
coming  in  from  their  seigniories,  the  professions, 
the  large  garrison.  I  am  sorry  to  place  (acd- 
dentally)  last  in  this  list  the  truly  respectable 
and  hospitable  class  of  resident  merchants  and 
their  families,  who,  although  overworked  in 
summer,  are  permitted  in  winter  to  indulge  in  a 
well-earned  repose.  During  this  season  the  Ca- 
nadian capital  exhibits  a  perpetual  flow  of  dinners, 
balls,  concerts,  governor's  receptions,  pic-nic 
parties,  &c.  &e.,  for  men  of  good  income.  For 
the  poor  soldier,  and  the  labouring  class  gene- 
rally, the  only  recreation  is,  or  was,  that  of  the 
dram-shop  and  canteen, 

I  served  under  two  governors-general,  the 
late   Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  late  Earl  of 
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(Jboacfa  both  Scotcbmen  I 
could  wdl  be  fuui>d. 
WB*  Irtili  all  oviir,  frank,  benero- 
expoaaive,  a  luvcr  of  aporting  meOf 
geadenunly  orotue. 
of  kia  public  ranctioDS  be  WBt' 
\y  bonnil  hand  and  foot  to  th«  narrow 
if  tfc*  Castlereagh  miniatry. 
Ml  Dake  oT  UidimoDil  died  of  liydrophobia 
fiMmaiDKl;  in  tti«  backwoods  of  tb«  Bir«r 
•■.     A  PlaniajTPnrt  dying  thns  in  a  horel  ta 
na^lian  wild  might  be  made  a  very  searching 

il«  was  popular  and  much  lamented. 
>rti  Ualbooiie  was  a  very  fovourablc  specimen 
«  xajtiuth  mind.  lie  waa  a  quiet,  studious, 
e*tie  mao,  failbrul  to  bis  word,  and  kind, 
■Kiber  dry.  lie  spoke  and  acted  by  measure, 
r  be  were  in  an  enemy's  land  ;  and  so,  in 
I.  be  wv.  because,  in  the  face  of  the  moat 
rrfol  and  determined  opposition,  he  waa 
mIt  carrying  out,  as  well  as  he  could,  the 
■vcurxu  of  ill-informed  men  residing  three 
rtutd  miles  awar. 
Mil    these    Doblemeo    exercised 


1 


I 


kIt  Dalhousie  was  a  pattern  of  every  virtoe 
M  whole  culouy,  an  accomplished  and  highly 
aicd    person.      She    rweivcd    her    eompaoy 
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with  a  quiet,  self-possessed  grace,  which,  while  it 
encouraged  the  timid,  repelled  the  undue  fami* 
liarity  of  her  promiscuous  visitors.  She  had  the 
precious  art  of  making  the  right  people  talk,  and 
to  some  agreeable  or  useful  purpose.  She  herself 
excelled  in  miniature-painting  and  botany. 

I  have  little  to  say  respecting  the  Quebec 
clergy.  They  were  personally  amiable.  They 
worked  the  outward  machinery  of  the  Church 
of  England  with  professional  accuracy,  but  I  fear 
they  did  little  more  than  visit  and  relieve  the 
sick  when  called  upon.  The  archdeacon.  Dr. 
Mountain,  however,  of  whom  mention  has  already 
been  made,  was  a  priest  after  another  and  a  better 
order. 

How  beautiful  it  is  io  watch  the  effects  upon 
a  congregation  of  an  earnest  ministry — to  see 
how  the  little,  secret  lamps  of  love  and  service 
light  up,  one  after  another — how  they  brighten, 
enlarge,  and  multiply  under  the  teaching,  until 
suddenly  they  burst  into  one  great  and  beneficent 
illumination^  which  cannot  be  hid,  and  which 
manifests  itself  in  painstaking  labours  for  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  men. 

A  congregation  thus  becomes  one  compact  spi- 
ritual host,  prepared  to  work  for  their  Master's 
glory  in  a  thousand  ways, — as  a  refuge  for  the 
sinful  and  miserable,  a  training-school  for  the 
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vMa(,  »  MippMt  to  Um  feeble  and  a^ed,  and  a 
baiUar  to  tfat  opprmaJ. 

Bat  whU  b  m  eoap'^wtton  now,  too  fre- 
^■■mIj  I  It»  menben  know  uoUiing  of  each 
«aWr:  and  oAea  «t  a*  eotdly  and  unconcernedly 
I  u  in  a  railway  waiUag-rootn. 
e  alwayt  bad  a  well-eondncted  garriton, 
■  ia  a  bi);h  stale  of  efficiency  and 


I  fveoOeet  wcU  ibat  we  had  tbe  i]aabui^  end 
d'-t»t  pa«i|rn.  tbr  nicir«  prudent  licnlfnaDt,  the 
irMcatioas  field-officer,  and  the  thoughtful  and 
ntcrred  general  in  command,  with  his  high-bred 
udci  du-carop, — the  latter,  friTolous  as  they  may 
orcsMonallr  eeem  at  bit  excellency's  table,  when 
lae  ptoch  come*  usaaltj  Ihew  that  they  are  gal- 
laai  and  capable  men. 

Tb0«  were  here  in  the  army  a  few  &st  men— 
MMe  at  tbem  full  of  misapplied  talent — fountains 
«f  fas  asd  langbter  which  never  &iled.  I  think 
a  bajiUy  povible  to  excel  the  mime  and  panto- 
si^w  of  two  gentlemen  in  particular ;  whom  to 
aexnbc  more  nearly  would  not  he  fair,  as  they 
trv   yet    among   the  living,  and   not  noted   for 


I  ffaall  never  forget  the  life-like  description, 
'   and   acted  by  one  of  theae  merry 
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sprites,  of  an  old  original  Dugald  Dalgetty  (a  Ger- 
man colonel),  being  canted  out  of  a  sledge  into  a 
snow-wreath — the  torrent  of  abuse  in  bad  English 
— the  grimacings,  the  flight  of  passions  across 
his  face,  the  groom's  explanations,  and  the  final 
settling  of  the  storm  into  the  good  colonel's  usual 
stiff  and  silent  complacency. 

Of  course  the  fast  men  were  often  in  difficulties. 
There  was  in  the  garrison  a  very  handsome  lien* 
tenant  (now  dead).  He  was  an  universal  favourite 
for  his  various  social  qualities ;  but  he  had  little 
or  no  private  fortune,  and  good  society  requires 
a  full  purse.  He  therefore  got  into  arrears  with 
his  tailor  and  others. 

At  this  time  there  resided  at  Quebec  a  man  of 
immense  wealth  and  litucli  generosity.  The  lieu- 
tenant one  morninsi:  boldlv  laid  his  case  before 
this  Croesus,  as  many  other  respectable  persons 
had  done  theirs,  and  successfully.  He  instantly 
received  a  cheque  for  the  required  amount.  Six 
months  aftcrwanls  the  young  oflScer  returned 
with  a  similar  tale.  The  rich  man  looked  very 
blue  upon  him,  and  saying,  "  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to 
perceive  that  your. indebtedness  is  not  an  accident, 
but  a  habit/'  he  retired  into  his  bedroom.  After 
waiting  for  his  return  in  vain  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  Lieutenant  W.  retired. 


QPBBBC  AXD  m  BITTIROn. 


Mr.  S.  vat  m  pluD,  quiet  man,  of  about  fifiy 
I  af  a^fl^and  occupied  •  parlour  and  bodrnota 
r'abMooolainSireeL  Hi* cliaritica 
voy  hffa,  aad  at  lba«une  tiin«  juJidons. 
'  bad  haca  (vjr  poor  at  Qaabee  a  year  or  nro 
taMBBaifiag  to  a  fortune  of  from  15,000/. 
paraaaiun,  about  ibe  jear  18-23,  aod 
^ad  to  aeeapt  an  occajional  dinnitr 
oalnaater  in  Uv  Lower  Town. 
Mr.  N.  laMled  au  annuity  ofJOOi. 
TW  wbok  htctarr  of  thi*  Rvnllonian  la  a  r»- 
-  hia  agreement  with  the  schoolfellow 
wbo  WA  him  bU  fortone  that  the  surriror  should 
uc  all ;  their  separation  for  life ;  the  shipwreck 
aad  other  misfortunes  of  Mr.  N. ;  his  cultivating 
a  btilc  barren  patch  in  Labrador  when  advertised 
far  a*  tbe  owner  of  a  priDcely  property ;  his  sub- 
atHaeatly  Uting  on  one  of  the  tooely  but  beauti- 
U  Hero  islands  in  Lake  Champlain,  made  cele- 
hnaed  in  Coo[>er'B  "  Last  of  tbe  Mohicans ;"  and 
ha  final  removal  to  one  of  the  less  frequented 
oaaaaa  of  i^itxerland.  where  be  became  uato- 
ratiwd,  aod  not  long  after  died. 

tbe  great  variety  of  capacities  aod  tlis- 
aSbrded  by  the  other  portions  of  general 
ibere  was  ample  room  for  selection,  from 
fnve  to  gaj,  from  tbe  scientific  to  the  elegant 


1 
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and  accomplished.  In  the  days  I  speak  of,  a 
man  fond  of  discussion ,  full  of  wit,  anecdote,  and 
startling  notions — not  always  the  soundest — ^tfae 
highly-gifted  son  of  the  most  popular  of  our  law- 
writers  (Judge  Blackstone),  was  always  happy  to 
descant  over  a  moderate  wine-cup  with  a  kindred 
spirit  until  sunrise. 

Another  son  of  the  law,  a  district  judge,  was 
quite  as  remarkable  a  personage.  He  was  a  laige 
pale-faced  man,  odd,  absent,  unequal,  ingenious 
far  beyond  ordinary  men,  learned  and  eloquent, 
abounding  in  all  knowledge  save  that  which  might 
profit  himself.  He  was  as  artless  as  a  child,  ever 
in  perplexity,  but  ever  ready  to  serve  others 
(Judge  Fletcher).  He  fancied  he  had  been  bitten 
by  a  mad  dog,  and  sat  all  day  long  (for  a  time) 
on  his  door-steps  in  colonial  simplicity,  calling 
out  to  the  passer-by  that  the  poison  was  ripening, 
and  that  he  should  explode  soon  in  hydrophobic 
rage.  He  was  mistaken,  and  lived  several  years 
after  to  lose  his  office  by  some  blunder  or  other. 
He  died  in  the  Eastern  townships.  He  possessed 
a  very  large  and  excellent  library. 

Any  one  fond  of  politics  might  interest  himself, 
but  not  mingle,  in  the  fierce  and  unceasing 
struggle  going  on  between  the  Governor-general 
with  his  officials  and  the  House  of  Assembly; 
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anient  and  able,  Ibp  foremost  on 
mA  vi6a  lnuo«<l  br  an  Enropean  nnci  lcg«]  edn- 
CUM*,  aa  well  ai  thorougbljr  well  informed  fat 
■iwjdriBg  icklMg  lo  tbe  penonage*  and  trmna- 
acdHsaf  dw  Botber^ooDliT'. 

la  Vamtr  CbaaJi  then  ii  a  very  considerable 
Fraocfa  familie*,  worthily  bear- 
ofOld  Fnocc,  such 
m  Da  PiMBis,  Da  Safalbt rry,  and  Monliznmbert. 
SiM*  pBWifw  a  good  deal  of  landed  property  ■ 
4^«f«  bold  Micondarv  official  sitaatioRs.  Froia 
-  ■■■.•..■71  ■"•r  iinf>;!ier— the  lulv  'iinticr-bour  or 
iW  fCiff  nanners  of  the  £n;;li«h — they  seldom 
■pyiBi  ami  of  their  own  national  coteries,  save 
bvm  tine  to  time  at  the  Cbateaa  St.  Loai«.  This 
M  to  be  tamenled. 
TW  Frvoch  familiet  are  Tery  sociable  among 
kes,  and  together  with  the  French  6gure 
appemfmnce  display  in  their  gestures 
tmi  tonea  tbc  same  viTacity  and  eager  interest  in 
oiAea  we  tee  in  them  at  Paris.  Tbey  are  attentive 
m  tbcir  religioas  duties,  and  keep  np  many  old  ob- 
itnatti  which  elsewhere  are  dying  away.  The 
r  iiiai  Ills!  CDStom  of  visiting  all  acquaintancea 
e*  New- Year's  day,  so  useful  and  laudable,  ia 
fntiimd  at  Qoebcc  with  great  spirit,  and  not 
ally  by  the  French  gentry,  but  by  the  English 
tf  »U  elaaaea.  I  bdieve  that  many  a  ri«ng 
»oc  I.  » 
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enmity  has  been  dissipated  by  the  kind  words 

and  small   presents  which  on  this  day  are  eit*  ^ 

changed.  ! 

The  French  children  are  very  interesting  litde  * 

creatures.     When  arriyed  at  their  teens  they  hava  ' 

an  exceedingly  pretty  dance,  called  ^'La  Ronde,"  ^ 

which,  from  great  ignorance  of  the  saltatory  art  ^ 

perhaps,  I  never  saw  before.     It  is  accompanied  i 

by  an  air  and  words  of  its  own,  both  lively  and  i 
musical. 

The  French  Canadian  has  brought  from  bii  ^ 

dear  France  one  remarkable  custom, — the  chari*  ', 

vari,  and  has  improved  upon  it.     It  is  intended  s 

to  reach  delinquents  not  amenable  to  the  comnm  > 

process  of  law— offenders  against  propriety  and  ^ 

the  public  sense  of  honour.     Ill-assorted  maf-  v, 

riages  are  its  especial  objects.     I  need  not  say  > 

that  a  charivari  is  an  unpleasant  incident  in  aa  ^ 

honeymoon — itself  perhaps  none  of  the  sweetest.  ), 

It  is  a  procession  on  a  large  scale  by  torchliglit  ^ 

in  the  evening.     In  many  cases  the  attack  is  met  . 

courteously,  with  lighted  halls  and  a  cold  collation  > 

to  the  principal  actors,  when  the  din  and  hubbvb  y 

cease,  and  the  thing  ends.     But  it  is  not  always  ^ 
so  ; — not  in  the  charivari  I  witnessed. 

I  fear  that  these  celebrations  are  sometimes 
unjust.  It  perhaps  was  unfairly  applied  in  the 
instance  which  I  am  about  to  sketch. 


i 
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a  Most,  hifb^irited  joung  actjutiot  af  a 
f  tvgimtal,  Uwugbl  wdl  lt>  mturj  the 
•till  butdsoBM  and  but  litlie  pmat  her 
■ff  mu  efMilent  brewer.  Sbc  wu  of  i  good 
^■ily,  and  reaemblcd  the  funous  widow  of 
iMTing  B  KK»t  ftgrcottbk  annusl  uicoine. 
It  I  know  tb*  may  haro  thrown  off  lier 
m  imaa,  or  wm  iboaghi  to  have  nada  a 
WK.     B»  th«K  thing*  ■•  ifaey  may,  than 

It  home,  in  oce  of  the  principal  streets, 
T  can  were  usailed  with  loud,  disoonant, 
^>-:I.er  ioeoiu  pre  bens  ible  noises,  gradu- 
wtni;  Dc&rer  and  nearer.  A  broad  red 
XI  began  to  glare  upon  tlie  houses  and 
•tmi.  The  throng  slowly  arrived  and 
«.«*«d  my  door.  I  will  try  to  describe 
n>  of  the  show. 

caoie  a  Ktrangc  6gnrc,  mafked,  with  a 
bat  and  sword  —  he  was  very  like  the 
e  beadle  we  see  in  French  churchts ; 
se  itmliing  a  little  hiinijvbacked  crea- 
bfvwn.  red,  and  yellow,  with  beak  and 
rr[>re«rat  tbe  Gallic  cock.  Fificvn  or 
pvople  followed  in  the  garb  of  Indians, 
aring  rows'-borns  on  their  heads.  Then 
o  mta  in  white  sheets,  hearing  a  paper 
r  great   tiae,    lighted    from    within,  and 
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having  skulls^  cross-bones^  and  initials  painted  ift 
black  on  its  sides.  This  was  sarrounded  by  mem 
blowing  horas,  beating  pot-lids,  poker  and  tongSp 
whirling  watchmen's  rattles,  whistling,  and  so  OQ. 
To  these  succeeded  a  number  of  Chinese  lantemt, 
borne  aloft  on  high  poles  and  mixed  with  blaang 
torches — small  flags,  black  and  white — mors 
rough  music.  Close  after  came  more  torches^ 
clatter,  and  fantastic  disguises — the  whole  sovp* 
rounded  and  accompanied  by  a  large  rabble  rooty 
who  kept  up  an  irregular  fire  of  yells,  which  now 
and  then  massed  and  swelled  into  a  body  of  sound 
audible  over  all  the  neighbourhood. 

The  whole  city  was  perambulated  before  pro^ 
ceeding  to  the  fated  mansion  of  the  widow-bride; 
but  at  last  they  arrived  at  her  door  and  drew  np 
before  it.  The  large,  handsome  house,  was  silent 
and  dark  —  the  window-shutters  were  closed; 
there  was  evidently  to  be  no  friendly  feast — per- 
haps some  music,  but  no  harmony. 

The  charivari  was  puzzled,  but  shewed  pluck. 
It  brayed,  and  blew,  and  roared,  and  shook  torab 
and  lantern,  and  might  have  done  so  all  the 
bitter  night  through,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  standi 
ing  at  a  cowardly  distance,  when  on  a  sudden 
the  large  front  door  opened,  and  out  rushed  ths 
manly  figure  of  the  adjutant,  with  ten  or  twelve 
assistants  in  plain  clothes,  (brother  officers,  I 
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■Bd  u-m«l  wiUi  cudgels.  To  work  tbey 
I  the  dcbncclcM  crowd,  and  cspeciallr 
'  the  iD«M|ucn,  wbere  the  torches  gave 
i  %fct.  Tb«  whole  atuick  tRd  flight  was 
rof  •  few  tniimenU— the  Fun-loviDg  crowd, 
and  spectators,  tied  amain— and  gone  in 
is  taerediblT  sbort  spoce  of  time  were  torches, 
hMiirni.  diffin,  kettlea,  ba&loea'  budt.  See. 

Om*  ■ahappj  liule  bntidi-bsek,  in  the  dtMgube 
flf  aGttUie  cock,  the  brtdegroom  Mtted  and  brgau 
to  brlalK'tir,  but  he  miwt  [liteouily  confesiied  him- 
■if  lo  be  tbe  well-known  editor  of  a  local  paper, 
aaid  v«a  dimtiiMd  with  a  shake,  and  told  that 
m  fiaisre  cripples  crowing  in  charivaris  would 
riwajs  be  treated  as  able-bodied  men.  I  cannot 
hu  tfaiak,  with  the  iosolted  lady,  that  the  mam' 
acn  were  well  terred. 

TW  philanthropic  institutions,  supported  by  pri- 
taic  or  public  funds,  are  rery  numerous.  Among 
ife  priaapBl  may  be  mentioned  several  hospitals, 
a  boHtie  asylum,  dispensary,  emigrants'  friend 
Mocty,  mviagw'  bank.  The  same  Bible  and 
iations  which  are  lo  be  found 
tbe  British  dominions  alio  6ourisb 
Wf*.  and  are  tbe  fairest  omameots  of  our  times 
aad  Batioa. 

1W«  i*  SB  exceedingly  good  libary.  for  the 
Ml  priaapBllj  of  tbe  military ;  another  as  good 
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belonging  to  the  Hoase  of  Assembly ;  and  seveitl 
private  collections  of  great  value.  Booksdleni* 
shops  in  my  day  were  few  and  poorly  providfld* 
Monsieur  Rousseau,  a  dealer  in  French  book% 
shewed  me  many  copies  of  a  ^*  History  of  Gb- 
nada,**  in  2  vols,  octavo,  written  with  gmt 
talent  and  research  by  the  Hon.  R.  Smith,  late 
Chief  Justice  of  Canada,  the  author  of  a  **  His- 
tory of  the  late  Province  of  New  York."  This 
work,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  never  been  pot 
into  circulation,  on  account  of  some  strictnref 
it  contains  on  the  conduct  of  a  late  Governor* 
general.  (It  has  been  published  since.)  The 
**  History  of  Canada'*  I  do  not  intermeddle  with; 
but  I  know  of  no  war-story  so  interesting,  80 
full  of  vicissitudes,  gallanti*y,  and  heroism  in 
suffering,  although  it  extends  over  but  a  brief 
space  of  time.  This  has  arisen  out  of  the  remark- 
able qualities  of  the  three  races,  the  English,  the 
French,  and  the  Indian,  who  have  contended  fof 
tlie  mastery  in  a  country  abounding  in  hazards 
from  climate,  from  woods  and  waters.  I  cite 
the  spirited  history  of  the  "  Conquest  of  Canada," 
by  Captain  Warburton,  R.A.,  in  proof  of  this 
assertion. 

There  are  few  cities  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe 
so  rich  as  Quebec  in  attractive  spots  for  summer 
excursions ;  its  whole  environs  are  very  lovely--*- 


!  it  niching  |>lun  or  onlinarjr  about  llirn ; 
bM  il>  o«n  new  chsnu — (nun  tlu;  aw wt 
»  «rSiller7  to  the  Nslund  Steps  aotl  Cucade 


:  hen  m  often  ilt!>eribcd  that  I  shall 

mtrtitaa.     llie  pnnrtpiil  am  Lakm 

aad  BoupoH,  and  tlic  Fallx  of  Ui« 

d    Al  oil  till  ore  ocy,    Uiv 

of  CattMq^,  and  tbe  BriJgii  of 

Cafftitr,  Laratte  and  Point  Levi.  {Vidt 


It  win  tmkt  a  wbotn  euminpr'^  ilay  to  tihI  tlia 
ioAmm  ViOmf^  and  Laiii;  Si.  Cluirlc^.  Tliey  Im 
oa  tW  aame  mad.  In  tbe  Gnt  we  H>e,  in  bia 
HfWtea  dwelling  and  ill-cultiratetl  field,  bow 
I  at  present  ibe  Indian  is  to  continuous 
In  hii  own  face,  at  once  a  bistory  and  a 
,  we  read  mucb  tbal  is  Pagan,  uotwitb- 
;  tbe  large  ailver  croas  &lung  acroas  bia 
wdit'»  back,  and  tbe  ItomanCatbolic  eburch  on  the 
nlkfe  grcea.  At  the  larne  time  1  am  persuaded 
ibat  tbe  Buniatera  of  that  cburcb  are  largely  the 
poor  lodiaa's  benefactors. 

Bwt  deacend  into  yonder  chasm — deep,  dark, 
aad  fringed  with  elegant  foliage.  It  coniainstba 
%mr  St.  Cbvles.  Tbe  painter  will  rejoice  in  iu 
iMB.  BpliAed  rocka,  and  fierce  billows,  while  tbe 
faotugin  will  be  rewarded  by  some  rare  fi^Mtla. 
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Lake  Charles  is  a  small  but  picturesque  body 
of  water,  divided  into  two  unequal  parts  by  a 
long  headland ;  it  is  twelve  miles  from  Quebec, 
among  the  nearer  mountains,  and  is  well  worth  a 
visit. 

The  Bridge  of  Jacques  Cartier,  thirty-three 
miles  from  Quebec,  is  well  sketched  both  by 
Dr.  Beattie  and  Mr.  Tolfrey.  The  Jacques  Car- 
tier  is  an  impetuous  and  rocky  stream  in  a  pine 
forest,  abundant  in  fine  fish. 

Few  visitors  will  fail  to  spend  a  day  at  the 
Falls  of  Montmorency,  nine  miles  from  Quebec; 
it  is  the  first  cascade  with  which  the  traveller  from 
Europe  by  the  St.  Lawrence  makes  acquaintance. 
It  has  been  described  and  sketched  times  innu- 
merable, and  is  well  worthy  of  its  reputation* 
Its  dress  and  appearance  are  very  novel  in  winter ; 
the  surrounding  pines  loaded  with  masses  of  snow, 
and  the  rocks  hung  with  rows  of  large  icicles ; 
but  the  cove  below  is  the  most  remarkable  winter 
feature.  **  When  the  St.  Lawrence  is  frozen 
below  the  falls  the  level  ice  becomes  a  support, 
on  which  the  freezing  spray  descends  as  a  sleet ; 
it  there  remains,  and  gradually  enlarges  its  base 
and  its  height,  assuming  an  irregular  conical 
form  :  its  dimensions,  thus  continually  increasing, 
become,  towards  the  close  of  winter,  stupendous. 
Its  height  varies   each  season;  it  has  not  been 


lAk^har  tku)  one  liandred  nnd  twcnty-ux 
I  whole  of  thf!  pircciling  seasoa 
ifi;  bninid.  Tbo  fico  of  the  coae 
I  •  fftaJaciitic  etroctarc  nut 
<  it  in  lingvil  with  a 
t  awtkj  bw."— (Ml.  Grxbh,  Qutbtv  Hi*- 
i  Society  Trattsactiotu,  vol.  a.  218.) 
t  ao-«aIl«d  "  Xaturml  Steps"  are  ntbcr  more 
jl^^  half  A-nula  above  ibt  Fall*  of  Moattooreoci. 
1  4*  mot  lUak  Dr.  Beatlje  haa  lueceedccl  va  hia 
ACacMiaa  *a  well  as  uaiial— tbe  irildness  is  well 
pt«s,  bpt  ool  ao  the  artificial  look  of  the  rock. 
TWv  aMXDt,  in  many  parta,  from  tbe  water  is  by 
Rfvlar  ledges,  or  steps  of  horizontal  rock.  It  is 
a  «M^«lar  spot.  The  river  has  been  waadering 
•Tcr  gently  onduIatiDg  meadows  for  a  few  miles, 
■bea  on  a  sudden  it  eaters  and  rushes  through 
a  troa^,  twenty  to  thirty  feet  broad  and  eight 
bvKlml  to  one  thousand  yards  long,  cut  through 
a  barrief  of  roek,  and  thus  makes  its  way  to  the 
^  Lawrence. 

TW  Fall  of  La  Puce  is  alto  very  graceful, 
aad  kkoald  be  seen, — it  is  seven  miles  beyond  tbo 
Fall  al  MoatnKtrenci.  I  should  he  ungrateful 
4id  I  not  add,  that  tbere  is  a  clean  and  comfort- 
aUe  ma  Dear  the  latter  fall,  where  the  guest 
wiO  Bcct  also  with  that  cheerful  civility  and  the 
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moderate  charges  we  so  often  experience  at  the 
inns  of  French  Canada. 

The  falls  of  the  rivers  Etchemin  and  Chandi^re, 
respectively,  about  seven  and  nine  miles  from 
Quebec,  must  not  be  forgotten.  They,  too,  with 
a  little  diligence,  may  be  seen  on  the  same  dajt 
being  southern  affluents  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Both  are  very  effective  combinations  of  pine- 
woods,  falling  waters,  and  rocky  heights ;  that 
of  the  Chaudif^re  especially,  which  has  no  need  to 
retire  in  shamefacedness  before  any  of  the  cata- 
racts of  Canada — a  very  few  excepted. 

They  have  been  so  often  described,  that  I  shall 
pass  on  to  relate  a  few  circumstances  which  oc- 
curred at  one  of  my  visits  to  these  rivers,  as  illas* 
trative  of  a  Canadian  holiday. 

I  had  two  officers  for  my  companions,  equipped 
in  the  stiff,  hot  military  dress,  cocked  hat  and 
feathers,  enjoined  in  almost  every  climate  by 
general  orders.  Our  nags  were  brought  out  into 
a  parade-ground  full  of  soldiery.  Being  of  vary- 
ing qualities,  external  and  internal,  we  cast  lots 
for  choice.  A  very  sorry  beast  fell  to  my  share ; 
but  I  mounted,  and  was  suffered  there  to  remain. 
My  friend  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  while  in  the 
act  of  alighting  in  the  saddle,  was  pitched  by  a 
sudden  elevation  from  behind  some  feet  over,  and 
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MniW 

Hcw«  aoM,  oo  Ibe  mdi  hiuI— bst  nnd 

•*ir*^ 

pn  IkM 

to  bin  with  a  lort  ur  quixanl  k>. 

1— i«J 
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Ml  at  len^b,  rode  Uiron^  the  Ion 

"**  il»»l 

iveonm,  and  croMed  the  rifer  bv 

*•  ^onebm  to  Point  Uri.    Btaaecij,  howerer,     ] 

W«<«t 

fiMtootli««MU)ib(weortbe&t.Uir-    1 

tbettw}.  nwdelDMbjrKtRgmnop.   W< 
TttT  &•>( :  inil.  on  minini'  iLc  summit. 

VT  WW  our  commUoriat  friend,  aa  old  Spanish 
T-'C*"',  &r  away  on  the  road,  flying  at  full 
ipecd.  Evrnr  now  and  then  we  caught  a  glintpee 
vt  bin,  pa»faing  on  in  the  same  involuntary  haste. 
U«  rode  well ;  so  that  we  were  only  amused,  not 
liaimi  il.  and  quietly  jogged  after  him.  We  came 
K^oa  hia>  aoddcDly,  aRer  a  ride  of  four  miles, 
Hiuni^  npon  a  luw  fence,  in  front  of  a  decent  house, 
wnb  a  fetahle  iu  the  rear.  His  features  were  dis- 
cnwi^Mcd.  and  not  very  clean.  He  looked  shaken, 
tou.  and  one  side  of  his  dresa  was  plastered  with 
the  ohmI  of  an  adjacent  ditcb.  In  fact,  he  told 
■•  that  the  horte,  in  spite  of  all  be  could  do,  con- 
baaed  at  bigh-prcMure  speed  until  he  came  to 
tkit  ptafe,  where  dwelt  an  old  master  of  his,  and 
where,  taming  suddenly  and  Dnexpcctcdly  to  the 
WA.  he  landed  oar  friend  in  the  ditch,  and  him- 
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self  at  the  stable-door — and  not  for  the  first  time, 
as  his  former  owner  told  as.  Being  an  indifferent 
horseman,  I  was  glad  my  animal  was  of  a  mild, 
disposition.  We  were  pleased  with  both  the 
Etchemin  and  the  Chaudiere ;  and  towards  even- 
ing we  all,  three  abreast,  slowly  returned  to 
Quebec  and  our  duties.* 

The  scenery  along  the  road  is  worth  all  the 
journey.  It  passes  by  a  line  of  farms  on  the  high 
grounds  skirting  the  St.  Lawrence.  Tlie  dwell- 
ings of  the  peasantry,  in  some  parts,  formed  quite 
a  street ;  in  others,  we  rode  through  fields  and 
copses.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Etchemin,  where 
the  road  descends  to  the  tide-level,  we  found  my- 
riads of  logs  from  the  Ottawa,  stranded  at  low 
water ;  and  many  rafts  lying  out  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence, waiting  to  be  received  into  harbour  at  New 
Liverpool,  as  some  houses  and  a  timber  establish- 
ment here  are  called. 

We  all  agreed  that  the  most  solemn  and  capti- 
vating view  of  Quebec  anywhere  to  be  met  with 
is  obtained  from  the  high  grounds  we  were  then 
riding  over,  near  the  Etchemin  River.  The  spec- 
tator here  stands  on  a  loily  clifi^,  and  is  master  of 
a  large  horizon  ;    in  the  centre  of  which,  with 

*  Gold  in  dust  and  grains  has  been  found  on  the  River  Famine, 
t  tributary  to  the  Chaudiere.  Sir  James  Alexander,  in  his  pleasant 
**  L'Acadiei''  says  he  has  seen  some. 
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mj  m  JOTBoCic  bower  nowen,  io  tboM  thick 
odsoa  dw  veal,  lUodf  Uie  f^at  esavped  rock 
■hilh  ii  mbroned    tb«   flm-clMx  fortnat  of   ' 
»t  butirewev,  bMtion*.  aad 
in   jiroIoDgtMl    curves,    the 
ity,  with  its  sieeplet  and  »[iiref ; 
too,  the  mtleM  St.  Lawrence,  uiil 
Ac  fcaftir  pliin  of  Abtmham,  wbilc  from  Uiis  point 

'9  take  to  fall;  the  gloriuua  Irmnieworic.  . 
•r  cnv  aKianlaiiti  and  dark  green  woods  to  wbick 
kii  ML 

TIw  ereoing  had  toned  down  all  discordant 
t»ti.  None  of  the  diceochanting  details  of  or- 
diaary  life  met  ihe  e^e.  We  irresistibly  felt  oar- 
«}*«  in  the  presence  of  the  Ehrenbreitstein  of 
tW  West,  or  rather  of  a  great  war  palace  of  Odin, 
rwding  ibe  Scandinaria  of  America. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Barttett  did  not 
^nnvmit  this  Tiew  to  Europe.  His  other  views 
c/this  ndghboarhood  are  admirably  selected. 


EXCURSION  THE  FIRST. 

TO  HAWK8BURT,  ON  THE  RIYBR  OTTAWA. 

TTphtis  Ferer  at  the  Hawksbury  Settlement — ^The  Sdgniorj  of  St. 
Anne  de  la  Pcrade — Steam  Voyage  to  Montreal — ^The  company 
on  Board — Montreal — Baggage  Lost — Irish  Emigrants  at  Point 
Fortune — Local  Politics — Hamilton  Mills  —  Settlers  in  comfort 
— Colonial  Department — Emigration — ^Walk  to  Montreal— Ib« 
sane  lady. 

m 

In  the  month  of  August,  after  a  hot  summer, 
typhus  fever  appeared,  both  extensively  and  fa- 
tally, in  a  portion  of  the  township  of  Hawksbury, 
on  the  River  Ottawa,  260  miles  from  Quebec,  and 
recently  settled  by  a  large  party  of  Irish.  As  it 
continued  with  undiminished  severity  throughout 
September,  Government  determined  to  send  a 
military  medical  officer  to  take  charge  of  the  sick, 
and  to  report  on  the  causes  and  nature  of  the 
pestilence. 


Kicuanoii  TO  ■avkuubt.  47 

1  «M  •dieelad  for  thit  Amod  of  mercy,  and 
m  fnmat  lu  tbc  rtaJer  a  noa-profeanooal 
iskek  of  Uw  esCTiraoB. 

AiitBMgh  I  did  Dot  uobu-k  at  Quebec,  it  vill 
"ki  wail  tii  premtM-  tliat  liie  lUver  St.  Lawrence, 
kar^  nr  brty  mile*  above  that  dty,  is  enu- 
fnrilf  pidarcaqne,  baiag  for  the  mott  part 
iad  0*  badi  Mf  hj  wood;  steep*,  or  diuky 
BCw  "f  wluab  the  mmt  promisent  ore  Ca- 
e,  pMt  dn  TranUca,  and  Cape  SaoU*.  It 
f  b  tkM  aaecttd«d  for  140  mile*  throu|rb  ■  Icvd 
eavatrr.  witb  little  change  of  feature,  lave  at  Lake 
St  Peter. 

Above  Cape  Sante  the  viaible  population  be- 
paa  to  tkickcn ;  and  from  this  point,  the  north 
■faoev  especial  It,  seldom  exceeding  ten  or  twenty 
Wt  in  height,  m  embellisbed  witb  a  pleasing  line 
wl  white  honaea  and  churches,  extending,  with  few 
■■ATliptians,  for  8U0  miles  westward.  The  high- 
raad  rMts  close  to  ilie  river.  The  traveller,  ob 
hsrubatk  or  in  a  calash,  is  within  view  of  us  for 
■il— ,  mot  tddom  beset  by  a  train  of  clamoroos 

The  ktroog  npids  of  llie  lUcbeliea  occur  forty- 
t*c  Biles  above  Quebec,  and  are  caused  by  a 
cMtnctioQ  of  the  river's  breadth  to  half  a  mile, 
sad  its  obatraction  by  reefs  and  rolled  blocks. 

Having  a  coapla  <^  days  to  tpare,  on  account 


1 
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of  certain  oflBcial  credentials  not  yet  ready,  and 
the  fitting  up  of  a  medicine  chest,  I  made  my  way 
by  calash  to  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Anne  de  la 
Perade,  sixty  miles  above  Qaebec,  and  six  milea 
below  the  large  River  Batiscan,  a  northern 
affluent  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  once  famont 
for  its  bog  ore  and  ironfoundry. 

The  excellent  Seignior,  the  Honourable  Co- 
lonel  Hale,*  had  invited  me  to  pay  him  a  virit 
at  St.  Anne.  I  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity 
thus  afibrded  of  observing  the  position  of  a  pnH 
prietor  in  Lower  Canada,  which,  with  a  little 
tact,  firmness,  and  moderation,  is  far  from  being 
an  uncomfortable  one.  Kindness  goes  far  with 
the  Canadian  habitans,  as  the  rural  population 
are  called. 

My  friend  had  a  roomy,  lightsome  house,  built 
mansion-like,  one  hundred  yards  from  a  trout- 
stream,  the  St.  Anne  de  la  Perade,  on  the  upper 
edge  of  a  large  park-like  meadow,  which  runs 
down  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  From  the  house  we 
saw  the  river,  a  woody  islet  or  two,  close  in  shore, 
and  had  between  them  a  momentary  glimpse  of 
the  passing  steamers. 

The  Seignior  had  at  this  time  300  acres  in  his 

*  The  modest  but  sufficient  prosperity  which  has  attended  1110 
through  life  htgan  in  the  disinterested  kindness  of  this  eminent 
pcnon.    I  am  glad  of  this  opportonitj  of  acknowledging  it. 


i 


■eg— on  to  KAVKntTRT.  49 

fMllj   for  profit,  and   portly  bi  a 
Inr  his  teamnts.     The  remainder  of 
farfioa    wac    beld    nnder    peculiar 
m,  and  dtridcd  into  about  fiOO  bold- 
Bat  •till  tbe  greater  p«rt  of  the  aei^ioiy 
of  natare,  and  waaatlogetba*  about 

F4r  ihc  mott  ptrt.  Ilw  tnisiM  had  dulend 
■i^rf  tbc  ehitrcb  in  tbe  Ibnii  of  a  Twry  nml- 
kiki^  viOagrt  *nih  a  eoBifortable  little  inn. 
.*»  the  propriclor  spoke  Frencb  exci-llenlly,  wm 
^kbfe  abd  ublt);iD^,  aitd  wiu  extending  and  im- 
the  road*  in  tbe  back  settlements,  a  walk 
tbe  Tillage  with  liini  wai  a  very  agree- 
•U#  ibiag.  It  waa  a  promenade  of  unconstrained 
[ryvciaiga  and  pleaaa&t  look*.  Red  worsted  cap* 
MM  waeoath  hats  were  duffed  at  eTcry  turn. 

IW  f»Taaeea  of  a  Canadiau  lei^^iory  are  de- 
wmA  bvim  aercnU  aoarcn.  There  is  a  rent  of  a 
Mkr  »-j«ar  fron  every  tenem«Dt  having  a  6re- 
|ibat;  •  BBliiitrable  fine  upon  every  Iransrer 
tf  As  BBMemMa  anttll  tenancies,  or  rather  pro- 
fmtmi  ami  the  proGu  of  the  seigniorial  flour> 
■dl^fha  law  compelling  all  the  hahilatu  to 
friari  tkair  com  there.  There  are  other  dues  of 
Uaa  iMpmiaiin  A  satisfactory  interest  is  dmved 
b«a  tbe  oaoal  amount  of  iHirchase-mooey  laid 
wN  ■■■•  •■  Ml«ta  of  this  kind. 
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We  embarked  at  St.  Anne's  for  Batiscan  in  a 
canoe,  and,  after  a  pleasant  row  of  six  miles, 
mounted  the  deck  of  one  of  the  great  steamen 
going  to  Montreal,  which  makes  Batiscan  a  stop* 
ping-place. 

Glancing  at  the  scene  in  the  steamer,  we  were 
a  good  deal  dismayed.  The  whole  of  the  fore 
deck  was  crowded  by  horses,  cows,  pigs,  car* 
riages,  and  fuiniture,  as  well  as  by  dirty  and  de^ 
titute  Irish  emigrants,  one  of  whom  was  fighting 
drunk.  Having  been,  and  continuing  to  be,  ex- 
tremely troublesome,  he  was  forcibly  set  on  shore, 
ignorant  both  of  the  people  and  the  language. 
As  we  paddled  off,  I  saw  him,  shillelah  in  hand, 
—  for  it  had  been  thrown  to  him, — vapouring 
away  alone  on  the  beach,  by  the  side  of  his  little 
bundle. 

We  counted  thirty- two  cabin  passengers  of 
various  qualities ;  some  of  them  were  of  great 
eminence,  and  would  have  become  so  in  any 
country.  A  chance  gathering  like  this  is  quite 
different  from  the  company  on  board  of  an  Euro- 
pean pleasure-steamer.  There  were  no  coronetted 
families  and  their  liveried  domestics — not  a  single 
English  snob,  or  bearded  French  flaneur^  in  his 
white-jane  boots.  Most  of  the  passengers  were 
on  business. 

We  did  not  make  acquaintances  at  first.    The 


tMt  wM  cztnau ;  lo  tbat  lUMt  uf  iv  remuMd 
■  iKk  k»  cHlcfa  ibe  tiauier  hat  rafrahing  breoB. 
F«r  mtyweit,  I  ««ot  Wlow  lo  finiih  m  letto-. 

d^^Mff  dowa,  I  np7  tlw  e^t*  of  &  litUe  Ikt 
^— »J  Inflj  twtnkltn^  oa  me  from  &  aijuare 
■B^rtaoU  lull  of  aimnt-boUW,  csUed  ibc  bar. 
Q^  I*  nc  OD  mjr  r%ht  ■!■,  radiag  witli  s  cod- 
^p^rtal  air,  •  TooBg  Anwritui,  <lrcH«d  in  ifee 
H^^Mihaft  atji^—hm  broad  lUri-ciilkrdMoeDd- 
■c  ow  kn  eoal-eoUar,  koil  tied  Iit  m,  black 
ai«ad ;  mhtlt:  bis  lusar'iuic  Iwir  fails  oTcr  Uw 
^■■Uen  in  long  tnuu.  Bcfnrc  me  are  par- 
Mi  ftajtag  at  picqart,  aad  nin!*hin^  tbmi- 
parier.  Oexrnl  arn  tloziDg' 
M  PriDce  AldebaroDti  hioiscir. 
liBM  I atoaat  tlw  companinti-ladilcr,  aad 
ve  an  id  ibc  middle  of  ihe  niajcftic  Su 
mking  good  wajr,  wttb  tlui  t«u  band* 
■«r  ifiTM  of  VanaiMs  Cbnrch  mfii!  diatanoe 
h'^md  m€  aa,  aanog  trcaa;  ot«-  wbieb,  in  tba 
«aEb-«c«,  I  aea  ihe  atonn  approadtiag,  of  which 
4a  Mitrj  iMala  had  ghen  aa  notice.  Tbcn  i*  not 
■ath  ■«  amaet  tba  tjt  beyond  a  fow  niouifiita. 
V«  aae.  b«««vcr.  tbat  we  arc  on  ao  Anieriaut 
aw  vf  ibe  ftr»l  order,  Ctd  by  innaoicrable  «lnmau, 
oflca  a  ibouuud  mtlea  and 


eoBung  Eron  Montreal, 
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or  a  fleet  of  rafts,  the  same  in  form,  but  larger 
than  those  of  the  Rhine.  A  wind-bound  vessel 
from  Europe  is  overtaken,  or  a  steam-tug  labour* 
iDg  up  the  current,  with  a  reluctant  merchant- 
ship  on  each  side,  and  another  at  its  stem.  Few 
words  suffice  to  describe  either  the  Orinoco  or  the 
St.  Lawrence  for  a  hundred  miles  together. 

In  an  hour  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  storm, 
in  all  the  usual  forms  of  lightning,  thunder,  hail, 
and  rain — sweeping  the  decks  of  all  who  could 
crowd  below,  fore  and  aft.  The  cabin  was  so 
full  during  its  continuance  that  we  b^an  to  get 
familiar,  and  converse. 

I  soon  found  by  my  side  a  young  man  of  coarse, 
heavy  look  and  build,  not  well  clad,  and  indif* 
ferently  schooled.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Scotch 
peer,  sent  into  the  woods  of  Canada  under  the 
charge  of  an  agent,  for  having  married  a  stout 
dairymaid,  to  his  lady -mother's  great  disgust. 
The  poor  lad  certainly  had  not  his  full  share  of 
brains.  The  young  wife  looked  far  more  respect- 
able and  intelligent  than  himself.  A  farm  had 
been  purchased  for  them  in  Glengarry,  Upper 
Canada.  And  yet  the  Honourable  Mr.  C 
had  his  cogitations.  In  the  course  of  the  voyage 
a  clerical  acquaintance  of  mine  observed  to  me, 

directing  my  attention   to  Mr.  C :    "  That 

fat,  dense  Scotchman  has  been  puzzling  himself. 


■  TO  aAWKSaVKT. 

>,  opoo  an  odd  sobjceL  Perbmps 
W  b  Adam  ^tng  Id  EAcn,  Noticin|p 
■riMiMtiei]  drcM,  be  «ilen>d  jnst  now  iuto 
wink  hm;  and  maumg  other  things,  be  put  , 
q«H«im  to  nc  :  *  Sir,'  nid  be,  *  afttr  Era 
■■#«  the  apple,  the  ofler«d  atrotber  to  Adam. 
,  I  wtab  to  know  what  would  bare  become 
if  Eve  if  Aflaai  bad  rrfawd  to  eat ;  and  what 
M  hM*  been  tbe  npahot  oftfav  whole  tnaim  I' 
pMli  hH  Iriaqvestion  waa  uDprolitable,  aod  oot 
wmrih  ma  autwer.' 

WLrn  ihe  prey  darkness  of  the  Storm  bad 
f»M<d  away,  leavinp  a  clear  ^ky  and  cool  air, 
Kocb  of  the  cabin  company  dispersed.  Then 
tkm  ntnie  out  of  a  small  state-room  a  foreigD 
i^T,  of  el(>eanl  and  commanding  presence.  She 
wat  arc>>Tn[>niiird  by  her  younger  brother,  a  Ge- 
a-1  '*r,  like  berselT.  He  was  an  officer  of  one  of 
or.-  Ktrie  c>rp»,  slight  in  figure,  precise  in  his 
c-v**.  with  a  coat  by  StulK,  close-fitting  panta- 
lo.j]«.  ttrapped  to  the  foreign -made  boot.  His 
frar\:rf-t  were  mnall  and  gentlemanly,  but  mo- 
(^  a.e**  and  resigned,  as  I  have  often  seen  io 
V>r^  who  lire  with  clever  women. 

Bat  I  lio  not  wi?h  to  forget  the  lady,  Madama 

^    M  .      .'^he  took  an  arm-chair   near   the 

^>«rwiT  of  the  roa^iBcent  caoin,  with  tbe  officer 
br  her  side.     A  circle  toon  formed  round  ber ; 
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for  she  wms  well  known,  end  was  retnmiDg  to 
Montreel  from  a  Ttsit  to  her  natiye  land. 

When  I  first  saw  her,  I  thought  of  Madame 
de  Stael  and  the  charms  of  Coppet,  and  stock 
myself  in  a  comer  near  her,  on  an  aneasy  camp- 
stooL  I  bad  time  to  examine  her  while  waiting 
to  hear  what  a  lady  so  gifted  and  gallant  might 
say. 

I  had  before  me  a  tall  lady,  of  graceful  carriage, 
a  trifle  too  stout,  and  not  now  to  be  called  young, 
— no  fault  of  hers.  Her  fine  features  had  become 
somewhat  too  marked,  but  were  instinct  with  that 
superior  intelligence  which  successful  culture  of 
a  rich  soil  alone  can  give.  Let  me  remember. 
She  had  an  oval  pale  face,  darkened  a  little  by 
the  stoves  of  her  youth ;  a  high  nose,  exactly 
chiselled;  smooth,  round,  full  forehead,  and  a 
kindling  dark  eye. 

After  the  usual  congratulations  and  mutual  in- 
quiries, there  was  silence  for  a  few  moments, 
when  she  broke  out  in  the  true  rhythmical  tones 
of  a  high-class  Genevese  riunioUy  with  a  full, 
ringing,  musical  voice,  and  all  the  gentle  fear- 
lessness of  practice  in  good  society — enforcing 
her  words  with  such  pretty  cadences,  and  such 
an  eloquent,  but  scarcely  perceptible,  play  of  fea- 
ture, eye,  and  neck,  as  I  never  expected  to  see  in 
western  Christendom. 
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She  £d  atH  flpnk  of  reyret  at  leaving  Swiinr- 
hmi, — tW  •ocial  ctrelts  of  Genera  (banJ  lo  ra- 
fafMh),  far  the  inrerior  ciTilUation  of  a  coIodj; 

**  I  ha**  Inmi  in  Canada  again  hr  a  week. 
amt  mm  wmmw  daligiilnl  with  n;  adopted  conn* 
Wj.  I  bare  iufinrtcljp  enjoyed  iu  natural  irrmn- 
4mKW  —  ila  epWodid  tntu,  wide  watcn — aniid 
of  it*  flne  fiirMla  I  have  waodmid 
I  find  as  rxrecding  benuty  licrc — not 
fcna.  MM  Frrnrb,  nor  ^rollisli,  but  Onadian, 
pcrircrtlT  Ui*t)ncl,  am)  tiiispcakably  cbiiriuiog." 

•*  Yaa,"  aat*  n>y  friend  Col.  H ,  "  you  may 

wafl  be  bappy  bere :  becan»«,  as  soon  as  tbs 
riMir  drew*  alongside  the  qoiiy  of  Montreal, 
jvm  will  aee  leaning  over  the  long  balcony  of  a 
■aay -window  nl  maation  overhanging  the  St. 
lavnaer,  a  deligbied,  expecting  tn^mp  of  bright 
TMB(  bcM,  waving  their  little  kerchiefs,  with 
^hdr  iamwn  and  their  aanU,  while  the  fatltcr  is 
•a  tfce  pier  awaitiDg  roa." 

**  Yea.**  abe  replied,  "  a  large  mcanure  of  good 
hm  been  bcatowad  on  tne.  May  I  be  anfficicntly 
tenkftil! 

**  I  hen  brcn  nunbling  over  tny  old  Swim  ntoun- 
tuaa  I  bad  not  quite  my  nsual  intereit  in 
Aaa.     1   waa  aarpriMd  to  m«  bow  rapturoualy 
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those  alpine  pictures  were  enjoyed  by  my  com- 
panion, old  Professor  Pictet,  for  the  hundredth 
time.  And  I  do  feel  that  there  is  no  compari* 
son  between  the  scientific  apprehension  of  the 
works  of  creation  and  that  which  is  within  the 
reach  of  the  common  observer  like  myself.  In 
the  same  way,  I  can  conceive  somewhat  of  the 
prophetic  triamph  with  which  the  enlightened 
statesman  can  look  upon  the  broad  and  fertile 
lands  among  which  we  are  now  moving,  and  re- 
joice in  their  splendid  and  populous,  and  I  trust, 
happy  future." 

Madame  de  M had  been  playing,  Stael- 

like,  with  a  little  well-worn  magazine,  such  as 
are  seen  everywhere  in  America,  and  said,— 

"  By  the  bye,  I  have  met  in  my  cabin  with  a 
little  monthly  miscellany,  which  contains  some 
beautiful  ideas.  How  greatly  indebted,  under 
Providence,  is  the  new  world  to  the  old!  Not 
only  has  Europe  formed  and  arranged  her  daily 
comforts,  filled  her  libraries  with  undying  wis- 
dom, paid  in  blood  and  anguish  the  price  of  her 
present  political  blessings — having  driven  the 
ploughshare  of  truth  through  the  clods  of  des- 
potic ignorance — but  she  goes  on  to  fill  the  Ame- 
rican mind  with  just  and  lofty  thoughts. 

**  These  little  magazines  exist  chiefly  upon  the 
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(«■»  ct  EnflsoJ.     Pennit  too  to  read  the  p«i«- 
a^  which  bu  ^ven  Hm  to  tfacM  remarks.     It  ii 

■"la  dM  niddle  agei,  tliere  was  in  Earope  a 
oMtiaad  saoecaion  of  i&diridnal  iniellHts — ilie 
piitm  chain  waa  never  wholly  broken.  A  dark 
Aad.  like  aDother  akjr,  coternl  the  entire  cope 
'  rffcea* en  :  bat  !a  thU  place  it  ibinned  awajr,  and 
■mScBm  saiiM  of  light  ftbewed  a  balr-cctipsed  itlar 
Wkiad  it :  in  that  place  it  wa«  rent  aiuoder,  and 
-:  f-zr  jKutrd  acrtMs  the  cpeninQ  in  all  Us  bright- 
x-tf.  amd  tken  raitished.  Such  stars  exhibited 
UK3i*«lTes  only;  surrounding  objects  did  not 
^-uki;  of  their  light.  There  irere  deep  welts  of 
kDowMge,  but  no  fertilising  rills.' 

"  Is  not  this  «n  astronomical  metaphor  of  ex- 
'.^rstt:  magaificetice  7  How  else  bring  into  the 
Izht  of  day  the  vast  darkness  of  the  middle  ages? 
Fnxn  ibi*,  modem  North  Amenca  has  been  spared, 
la  its  dis[>ersion,  my  own  townsmen  of  Genera 
'l4tc  perfortned  a  noble  part,  both  now,  and  at 
th«  time  when  Erasmos  read  by  moonlight,  be- 
rvuc  be  conld  not  afford  a  torch,  and  begged  a 
pr^n*.  not  tor  the  love  of  charily,  bat  for  the  love 
al  Uvning.' 

And  thus  she  went  on,  with  many  a  friendly 
'^ntiooiag  from  her  circle  of  admirers,  giving 
cnenore  to  ber  full  heart  as  freely  and  mclo- 
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diously  as  ever  musician  scaltered  sweet  sounds 
from  flute  or  harp. 

She  was  about  to  tell  us  of  tbe  delight  with 
which  she  had  witnessed  in  London  the  operations 
of  an  infant-school,  then  unknown  in  Canada** 
and  not  many  years  ago  commenced  by  Wilder- 
spin,  a  singular  person,  who  might  almost  be 
said  never  to  have  attained  to  actual  manhood, 
but  was  arrested  in  a  state  of  perpetual  babyhood 
— an  aged  and  wise  baby ;  and  the  very  individual 
for  his  important  mission. 

She  was  about  to  say  that  she  must  have  an 
infant-school  near  her  place,  when  a  young  phy- 
sician came  and  told  me  that  a  poor  female 
emigrant  had  been  frightened  into  premature 
labour  by  the  storm,  and  had  given  birth  to  a 
girl,  but  that  she  had  nothing  prepared,  and  no 
money.  We  immediately  collected,  among  the 
cabin  passengers,  nearly  four  pounds,  to  the  no 
small  surprise  and  gratitude  of  the  sufferer  when 
it  was  given  her  in  a  little  bag. 

The  eloquent  Genevese  contributed  liberally, 
and  greatly  encouraged  the  subscription. 

How  valuable  are  such  persons  in  a  colony, 
with  their  love  of  order  and  cleanliness,  their 
finished  education  and  enlarged  views ! 

After  leaving  the    steamboat  I  never  heard 

*  There  are  now  sereral  in  Montreal. 
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t  «f  tUa  iceoaiplulicd  lady.     I  tuppocc  the 
E  it  A*  G^I  of  her  iguict  home,  Dot  far  froiu  Monot 
lilaal,  aad  •  wmtrr  rMidcnt  at  Muotreal. 

W«  fmmai  Thrve  liiten,  the  third  nr  fourth 
MvB  m  tW  lower  pnniDce  during  the  stonn. 
Bm«  tW  ntBocnctf  of  thv  tides  of  ibe  ocean  oeu«a. 
[  I  ihall  iKj  liul*  Kbaut  thit  ptoce,  ai  I  wu  tmlj 
nin  hi  il  otMv ;  bat  it  ia  little  better  than 
■  villag«.  It  U  near  ibc  tlirac  toootha  of 
6*  St.  Maontc,  an  important  ritrr,  with  the 
■«■  worlu  of  Um  ilEMrs.  Ijell  do  it,  aod 
4i'>ai>ding  la  fine  scenery  and  good  land.  A 
10^  lar^e  tract  of  fertile  country  range*  from 
the  middle  and  npper  parta  of  the  St.  Maurice 
aonk^eaatwards  towards  Quebec,  and  embraces 
i^  Tallrvsof  theSl.  Maurice,  Baiiscan,  St.  Anne, 
B«d  Jaoqac«Cartitr,  more  than  nxty  miles  across. 
Bat  «bo  will  &ce  its  Siberian  climate? 

From  this  time  to  our  arrival  at  Montreal, 
M'jtt  of  the  paaMDi^ra  were  on  deck  enjoying  the 
trmpervd  brecies,  and  that  homogeneity  of  at- 
Bonpbere  which  bring*  distant  objects  so  wonder- 
(ailj  near,  and  gives  to  the  whole  landscape  a 
dclKMui  purity,  sofinew,  and  precision  of  outline. 
1  was  leaning  over  tlie  bulwark  of  the  steamer, 
(aatniniD^  a  fragment  of  rock,  with  an  oblong 
aoi^-book  peeping  oat  of  a  side-pocket,  when  M. 
Paptacma.  tke  Speaker  (at  the  time)  of  the  House 
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of  Assembly,  came  blandly  up  and  entered  into 
conversation  with  me. 

He  was  then  the  most  distinguished  and  po- 
pular person  in  Canada;  and  he  has  since  be- 
come  still  more  noted  for  his  share  in  the  late 
insurrection. 

M.  Papineau  was  a  well-dressed,  handsome 
man,  standing  erect,  and  a  little  above  the  middle 
size,  with  the  black  hair  and  eyes  of  France,his  fea- 
tures regular,  rather  long,  fine,  but  not  ingennoof. 
He  appeared  to  me  subtle,  persuasive,  confident, 
and  eager  for  information.  He  questioned  me  on 
the  subject  of  my  rock  specimen,  and  on  geology. 
I  told  him  I  was  only  a  learner.  *^  True :  that 
may  be/'  said  he,  *'  but  un  borgne  is  king  among 
the  blind." 

In  &  short  time  I  had  given  him  the  titles  and 
merits  of  all  the  best  books  on  the  subject,  and 
the  way  to  procure  from  London  labelled  cabi- 
nets of  mineralogical  and  rock  specimens. 

He  left  me  high  aud  dry.  I  had  nothing  more 
to  tell.  I  wished  to  talk  political  economy  with 
him,  and  perhaps  a  little  politics ;  but  no,  there 
was  to  be  nothing  given  in  exchange.  I  was  left 
courteously,  but  before  I  had  received  my  reward, 
which  was  unpleasant. 

Some  are  surprised  that  M.  Papineau  did  not 
fight  in  the  insurrection,  but  without  reason.    I 
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R  thai  be  r*loe<  life  aod  limb  at  no  bigber 
tan  olber  people;  bat  it  is  not  fair  to  ex* 
ha  ^une  tnao  to  be  ibe  stasbin^  bussar  and 
Isle  psriiunentarj  tacticiaa.* 
feaa  talieo  adTBntagv  of  tha  aiuacsty  bo  | 
I  praeUioMd  by  tbe  Britiib  GoTerniaeat, 
■gain  a  leader  io  lb«  Houm  of  Anembly. 
I  wballiow  which  M.  Papinrao  at  all  evcota 
■ted,  waa  aanctioaed  in  heart  b;  the  great 
r^  of  the  Lower  Canadian*;  but  it  mat 
r  dHeat«d  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy, 
re  Aabvied  by  tbe  Britiab  Goterniuetit,  and 
ittle  faith  in  the  mercie*  of  tbe  cabinet  of 
□  gun.  If  it  had  been  successful,  M.  Papi- 
loultl  probably  have  been  tbe  first  president 
'w  people,  and  an  historical  cbaracter. 
far  B»  Lake  St.  Peter,  a  few  miles  above 
Itivem,  wp  were  passing  up  broad  waters, 
li^UDt  shores,  and  here  and  there  a  tribu* 
rt*m,  the  banks  of  tbe  St.  Lawrence  occa- 
y  running  out  into  points,  marked  by  u 
I.  a  windinill,  or  aline  of  tall  poplars.  Once 
rr,  *4>on  after  the  storm,  all  these  objects, 

*  ■rrUHi  the  tbatt  I  hart  Ud  ram  la  bclirre  Uut  M. 
.  TH  BB<  lot  tiyiBf  it  DBt  ID  vnu.  (BcI  tnuk  na  >h*n  in  the 
TiriHa.  A*  luB«  u  bf  ODDArwd  hiniMtf  to  coiulilutumtl 
.  M  Pipma  *u  ■  rmtUB  ci>nt«K)ing  ifuut  dn- 
Nllj  aU  that  WM  xm^t  bM  nocc  bean  OMcmiai, 
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while  distant,  were  raised  picturesquely  high 
above  the  river  by  a  thin  haze,  and  later  in  the 
evening  steeped  in  the  mby  glow  of  the  setting 
sun. 

We  found  Lake  St  Peter  to  be  a  shallow  ex- 
pansion of  the  St  Lawrence,  nine  or  ten  miles 
broad  and  twenty-five  miles  long,  with  many 
islands  at  its  upper  end,  used  as  pasturage  by  the 
fiu*mers  on  the  densely-peopled  mainland. 

Being  a  zealous  geologist,  I  longed  to  jump 
ashore  on  one  of  these  islands  to  examine  their 
stony  beaches,  which  we  were  successively  graz- 
ing,— a  propensity  which  had  nigh  cost  me  dear  at 
Sorel,  a  village-town  on  the  south  shore,  forty-five 
miles  below  Montreal,  at  the  mouth  of  the  large 
river  Richelieu,  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain, 
and  remarkable  for  being  much  smaller  at  its 
mouth  than  at  its  head. 

The  steamboat  having  stopped  here  to  take  in 
wood,  I  stepped  on  shore  (contrary  to  rule)  to 
gather  a  specimen  of  a  rock  I  saw  in  the  river 
bank.  While  thus  employed  the  steamer  started. 
Seeing  this,  I  jumped  into  a  canoe  with  a  little 
boy  in  it,  and  paddled  after,  urging  and  screaming 
to  the  top  of  my  powers,  when  the  owner  and 
captain,  worthy  Mr.  Molson,  kindly  backed  ship 
and  took  me  in. 

When  I  had  cooled  after  my  exertions  suffi- 
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f  to  CMC  •  glance  anmnd,  I  observed  a 
■lereMcd  in  ihi>  explanntiuDi  of 
AMeriawt  in  the  garb  of  a  maxlcr- 
tme.  B»  waa  inhibiting  tbo  tnodel  or 
%■  tolled  by  bimsdr.  of  wood,  cbmp, 
^aad  daraUe.  It  wa«  (brmrd  by  a  nmple 
■f  iagenao*  interUceiueiit  of  ban  of  wood, 
IMpm£hU  baog  abouL  eigbl  &el  Ion;;,  and 
^B-%an  about  6te.  Itemdu  having  the  qua- 
JbM  Milcd.  it  had  ibe  imporUnt  onr  of  nn 
It  diSoaed  ttraio  andcr  bartbena.  It  waa 
rularlj  adapted  to  rapid  rivers  and  such  aa 
abU  to  floodi.  He  had  built  one  in  Canada 
«Trr&l  ID  the  United  Sutes.  The  bars  faav- 
f^a  put  togelher,  one  end  of  the  framework 
{•jrmrd  was  filed  to  the  aide  of  a  river,  then 
t«<l  kcro«t,  and  the  other  «nd  pressed  down 
e  opiKMiie  lank  by  heavy  weighu,  and  there 
acii.  While  standing  upon  the  raised  end  of 
yiet  whicli  he  was  placing  in  the  United 
^,  iL«  weight  slipped  off,  and  he  was  hurled 
t  immense  distance  and  taken  up  dead,  while 
Tridi^  Sorted  awaj  in  fragments. 
rm  hence  to  Monireal  is  a  continnation  of 
mme  scenery'  as  below  St.  Peter's — a  wida 
Ml  witb  occasional  islets,  low  cleared  shores 
aa  endless  street  of  houses,  their  very  roofs 
<wMbed.     Here  and  there  is  the  mouth  of  • 
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river  bid  in  reeds  and  trees.    One  of  these  I  tlunk 
I  am  correct  in  naming  the  Recollet,  a  mm 
coming  from  the  Ottawa,  and  with  another  branA 
forming  the  northern  boundaries  of  the  islands  <i,: 
Jesus  and  Montreal.    Few  pass  by  the  month  ^l; 
this  stream  as  it  flows  into  the  St.  Lawrence  with# 
out  admiring  its  antique  church,  two  or  three  oIid#  ' 
fashioned  high-roofed  houses,  the  cleanly  litdift:. 
inn,  and  its  elm-trees.  f  '^ 

To  reach  Montreal,  the  steamer  has  to  breaaC 
for  the  last  mile  the  powerful  Rapid  of  St.  Maiy#. ' ' 
such  as  only  a  strong  wind  can  enable  a  sailiii|f  ' 
vessel  to  surmount.     It  is  occasioned  by  shallowv  / 
and  the  small  island  of  St.  Helen's,  a  locality  dF 
much  military  importance,  and  occupied  by  forti*  ^ 
fications  and  store-houses,  at  present  half  hid  in 
woods.*  » 

In  due  season  the  steamer  discharged  her,  ^ 
varied  burthen,  and  we  separated,  each  on  hit  ^ 
own  business.  .  ^ 

It  was  my  duty  to  pass  through  Montreal  at  '^ 
rapidly  as  possible,  but  as  I  had  to  receive  front  ^1 
the  military  depot  some  additional  medicines,  I  ^^ 
went  thither,  leaving  my  portmanteau  within  the 
doorway  of  Pomeroy's  Hotel.  I  had  scarcely  left-^J;' 
the  house,  when  a  stage-coach  for  Albany  in  th•^'^^ 

*  A  whale  was  killed  near  Montreal  in  Sept.  1823,  220  mflttv^ 
above  salt  water.    Seals  are  not  very  uncommon  there.  Vf^. 
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fmt  «f  S*w  York,  300  miles  off,  drove  up  to  (be 
fav.  Saaaf  ai;  pMlmintcau  close  bj,  directed 
*AAh7  Hkmckt,*'  an  old  EngllBli  direclion 
■RSMd,  iW  driver  plM«d  it  upon  tbe  coach  and 
ymn  a#,  Icttring  me  with  tnch  clollin  «■  I  stood 
m.  md  B««rlj  oioiwilen,  in  n  siningi!  place.  I 
vw«d  mTpropertj^i^tii  tomeweekitanerwards; 
^■■■lili   1  twiTOWcd  a  very  KaulyoutSt  from  « 

Om  mt  tbe  caUtba  of  tbe  coanlrjp  won  tnns- 
priH  =.«  to  L*  Cbinr.  a  villngE  uitu?  milps  from 
■•■mnl,  »t  tbe  foot  of  LaIcc  St.  Loujh;  a  splendid 
ki^  «f  pcin  water,  with  fine  islnnds  hrre  and 
fcM.  aad  cieralrd  lands  in  llie  north.  It  is,  of 
■me,  B  fmrx  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

1  Acs  emlMrked  in  a  lai^e  henry  boat  manned 
if^nm  Pa— ilia ni.  and  >iiccc«eivr1y  pii<«ed  vil- 
^»dher  village  tolbepirlly  niin>  of  tbe  French 
k^  Chkf*»»  tjcillaiil.  lu  tbe  midit  of  cUarming 
ykMtad  bin  teenery. 

Vc  1^  Irft  Lake  St.  Loaii  behind  ui.  In 
^Inmt  ws*  tbe  broad  and  lamulinoui  meeting^ 

§  ■  Ita  gM^^^  I  ^^  —^  bboait^  ondrr  •vrn*  •plitin|  of 
to^  ■  av  I^  af  WtfM-  For  thu  ha  -m  "rdrml  In  tl^  VaA 
^^,  ^  a  ito  — U^*!*  af  ■  <wk  niflit  uid  of  aattwiot 
^^B«  to  ^*  ^  k^i4  «r  ■  Alji  tUT  Cnwdi  kr  nliUka,  ■>< 
^  I  M  III  I  '  Mt«d  kto  Mfc.  IIU  1<  not  tW  dbIj  OM 
tf^^^^^  to      fcli*-  1  hma  kaowa  the  dry  C       
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of  the  two  giaot  streams,  the  St.  Lawrenee  and 
the  Ottawa — waters  of  eqoal  magnitade,  bat  nol 
mixing  for  many  miles  downwards,  as  we  see 
from  the  chocolate  colour  of  the  latter.  In  our 
rear  were  the  fine  wooded  heights  of  **  The  Twt^ 
Mountains/'  with  a  pilgrim's  oratory  at  mid-' 
height.* 

We  now  sped  up  the  succeeding  tranqail  por- 
tion of  the  Ottawa,  and  arrived  late  at  Pdnt 
Fortune.  We  only  landed  once,  a  coaple  of 
miles  below  the  Point,  to  rest,  and  look  at  a 
party  of  two  hundred  Irish  emigrants,  staying 
for  the  night  in  a  wood,  under  a  few  loose  boards 
and  bushes,  pushed  carelessly  together. 

They  consisted  of  the  very  aged,  those  in 
middle  life,  and  the  babe  at  the  breast.  Their 
faces  wore  an  anxious  but  resigned  look.  The 
country  was  strange  to  them.  Good-natured 
friends  had  painted  freely  the  privations  of  the 
coming  winter  in  their  allotment,  seventy-eight 
miles  above  Point  Fortune.  Some  oatmeal  and 
potatoes,  with  a  limited  stock  of  clothes  (like 
my  own),  was  all  they  possessed.  I  did  not 
despise,  but  encouraged  them,  as  I  sat  by  the 
women  washing  their  clouts  in  the  stream.  I 
remembered  that  a  little  man's  all  is  great  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

*  All  given  with  great  troth  and  spirit  by  Mr.  Bartlett* 
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■agk  nortrntij  poor,  knd,  to  their  bonoar, 
>ith  tbcir  gnadnrei,  I  aft«nrard«  beai4 
igr  pnBpared,  «od  are  now  eonfonable. 
•  Fortaac  m  i  elnstcr  of  botuea,  iom,  uti 
«■  Ac  wMt  fauk  of  the  Ottawm,  at  the 
ft>  Loai;  Sanlt  Rapid,  which  m  nine  taitca 
(■7  vwWbi,  fall  of  narrow  [<a*M«,  rock; 
(■d  tail  fir^U«I  ulcta,  dvH^lful  lo  lli« 
.  Their  wfaok  d«*eeRt  u  fifty-ua  feet — 
Bring  Kl  Hansiltcia  Mill*,  the  pUcc  of  njr 
lioD. 

ind  an  ant«*y  bed  and  a  auSbcating  room 
principal  tavera  —  boarded  off  from  a  clab- 
Fall  of  tobarco-«mok«,  whisky-fumes,  and 
d  of  the  chief  intiabilanis  of  the  wat 
f  iht  rirer.  They  had  tret  to  assess  them- 
(■iT  the  formalion  of  a  road  along  the  rirer 
1  (ippo»itioa  to  one  on  the  east  bank.  I 
iD'l  suffered  all  during  the  tedious  orgies 
lot  nizht.  It  was  a  fine  eihibilion  of 
■o  slirewdneas.  Personal  dislikes  and  ill- 
aTf  way  aftrr  a  tew  skirmishes.  Tliey 
d  Uul,  without  the  road,  their  lands  nould 
thlfM — that  trade  and  trans[>ort  would  6z 
opposite  bank— and  tliat  they  wuuld  be 

matif  r  was  plentifully  spoken,  and  1  he- 
t  was  aftcfwardi  well  dome ;  for  they  soon 
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had  a  road — a  good  road  ;  and  not  8uch  an  one 
as  the  next  morning  I  passed  over,  mostly  tbrongii 
woods,  in  a  cart  —  first  descending  at  a  le^ 
ledges  a  yard  high,  then  wading  in  a  slough 
up  to  the  horse's  belly,  and  often  foot-fiist  in  % 
net-work  of  tree-roots  far  below. 

Hamilton  Mills  is  a  large  establishment  ibr- 
sawing  up  the  timber  which  the  lumberer  rafts 
down  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  Ottawa;-— 
the  adjacent  rapids  furnishing  the  motire  power.    ; 
I  was  afterwards  astonished  at  the  quantity  of  ^ 
logs  I  saw  floating  in  a  back  water — at  the  easy    ^ 
manner  in  which  each  was  presented  and  held  to   „ 
the  saw — and  the  number  and  vast  force  of  the    ^ 
saws.  '  ^ 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mills  was  all 
but  in  a  state  of  nature.  The  mill,  that  is,  . 
the  building  containing  the  saws,  was  merely  a 
large  oblong  wooden  shed:  —  the  proprietor's 
dwelling-house  (barely  comfortable)  was  sui^ 
rounded  by  offices,  forges,  workmen's  dwellings, 
and  stables.  A  kitchen-garden  there  certainly 
was,  with  little  patches  of  wheat  here  and  there ; 
but  the  eye  saw  little  else  than  the  charred 
stumps  of  trees,  clumps  of  young  beech  and 
alder  on  a  rugged  surface,  covered  with  rocks, 
stones,  and  sand,  and  hemmed  in  by  the 
virgin  forest.    Around  the  mills  for  half  a  mile 


fr  —rwhrioo  of  forufii  Ioom  rocks  is  m 
mmmmm»  ftod  wo  Tariou  that  sluioM  ovcrjr 
^■«*  rock  lunostian  haa  iti  raprewtitatire. 
jpMj  of  tbe  blocks  orpwnile  are  Trout  Iwi-nij  to 
Jtit;  Wt  Imtf.  Tlia;  Itavr  been  left  here  iiy  an 
■mot  Mill-wmter  al  the  (wiDt  of  utntructioR, 
•wlod  bf  ■  sodden  narrtxring  of  the  river,  when 
■•kifWr  lere). 

1  Ui  aoC  a  tiule  awkwanl  io  prcMottDf  iD7»elf  | 
to  Mr.  sod  Mn.  Ilanilion  of  tt)«  nitlU,  at  whoM 
kow*,  •«  the  prioripal  pereon  in  llic  •eltlpment, 
il  v«a  arrsJiged  that  I  thould  reside — not  oiily 
taa  Ac  csimiH!  •Imderness  of  luy  penKinal 
rfiKU,  bat  for  want  of  my  iDiToductory  letter 
«•  :    ■  ■■■■■!■  iiIibIt.  ilien  somewhere  on  tlie 

Wak*  of  tbe  riTer  Hadson, 

I  cxplaioed  mjr  sittiatioD  in  a  few  words, 
AtwoJ  bj  stock  of  galenicals,  and  observed  that 
fcv  evil  and  deai^ing  persona  would  travel  at  I 
bod  4ooc,  siztj  miles  into  a  wilderness  to  catch 
lb*  typbofl  fierer  gratoitoualy.  Thej  had  been 
Sfprissd,  bat  were  easily  satisfied. 

I  posocd  a  pleasant  and  busy  month  at  their 
biisfiuMii  dwelling,  and  hope  never  to  forget 
Ihcir  aaited  kindness. 

A  vcfj  few  jcars  after  this  visit,  their  four 
rtqairing    adocation,    Mr.    and    Mrs. 
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Hamilton  embarked  in  a  stoat  boat  for  Montrad^ 
as  is  done  every  day. 

While  descending  the  Long  Sank  Rapidly 
which  are  close  to  the  mills,  the  boat  upset,  ad 
every  soal  perished,  boatmen  included,  ezoi^ 
the  father  and  one  child.  He  lived  only  a  year 
or  two  after,  a  broken  man. 

The  llawksbury  settlement,  now  called  Hawk*- 
bary  West,  is  an  oblong  block  of  heavily-timbered 
land,  of  variable  fertility.  Its  exact  dimensioBi 
I  do  not  know.  There  are  many  swamps  and 
sand-hills ;  but  in  places  I  noticed  many  excellent 
crops  of  wheat  growing  among  the  tree-stumpik 
It  now  contains  about  two  thousand  inbabitantii 
and  on  the  whole  is  healthy. 

Mr.  Hamilton  furnished  me  with  a  horse,  and 
was  so  good  as  to  accompany  me  to  my  scattered 
patients  on  the  first  day:  otherwise  most  cer* 
tainly  I  should  not  have  found  my  way,  along 
primitive  bye-paths,  over  crazy  bridges,  throogh 
morasses  and  woods,  whose  pines  were  of  a 
size  and  height  I  never  saw  equalled  else- 
where. 

As  very  often  happens,  the  fever  had  nearly 
spent  itself  before  the  greatly-needed  aid  arrived. 
During  my  stay  the  sick  became  rapidly  oonvap 
lescent,  and  no  new  cases  occurred ;  but  it  was 


> 


5 


pt  baat  to  detain  me  &  week  or  two  longer 


ntesici  1^  MDODg  a  Toang  coloay  of  Irish 
pA  >fUt  u>  tlw  woods,  and  were  pleasaat. 
|M  tike  people  were  trnly  ^jaterul.  I  was 
\i  fliSMd  try  Uie  nnirenuil  cb(%rfulD«!Ss 
Lf  in  the  hooaea  of  the  stck),  the  friendlj 
■;  ^e  E^vat  readiness  to  anutt  each  other 
h  ftfVTsIUil.  SoTnal  tiinei  did  I  meet 
f,  — iliii|[  yoBiiR  Irishwomen  on  lionebaek, 
I  ^(h  dainiiM  for  ■iictnnt  sick  a cjQain lances. 
kad  a  young  tingle  man  under  my  care, 
dioely  reduced,  living  alone  in  a  one- 
«<j  hnt.  He  had  a  fine  crop  of  wheat  oa  a 
I  of  ground  close  to  hi>  house ;  but  he  was 
It  nnable  to  reap  it.  This  his  neigbbonra 
for  hint;  doabtleaa  expecting  that  on  wme 
pntcy  he  would  do  the  like  for  them.  I 
tht  merry  scene,  only  lasting  a  few  hours, 
V  my  e*e«  now.  Such  a  working  party  ia 
da"  Bee,"  and  extends  to  erery  in-door  or 
Loot  operation  rcfiuiring  nomber*. 
iwk*bDfy  is  not  in  the  far-off  wilds :  there 
letllemenU  all  around;  too  much  severed  by 
r^Mdi,  except  where  the  OtUwa  offers  easy 
ipon,  and  especially  to  the  good  market  at 
tnni  These  emigrmoU,  therefore,  were  not 
mi  banaa  help,  tike  the  solitary  sqnatting 
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fatnilies.  These  people  had  placed  their  mde 
but  warm  log-hots  either  in  the  form  of  s 
straggling  street,  or  else  each  on  his  own  land, 
according  to  temper  or  circumstances. 

The  advantages  of  public  worship  and  of  schools 
were  within  their  reach.  The  comfort  and  seca* 
rity  which  they  either  had,  or  saw  that  with  the 
blessing  of  Providence  they  should  attain,  had  a 
striking  effect  on  the  expression  of  their  coan- 
tenances,  which  was  happy,  friendly,  open,  and 
intelligent. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  an  Irishman's  place 
who  had  been  three  or  four  years  on  the  spot» 
with  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters — he 
bimself  still  in  the  full  force  of  manhood.  He 
lived  in  the  social  street,  his  farm  of  twenty  or 
thirty  acres  cleared,  being  in  the  bush.  He  had  built 
a  log-house,  thirty-five  feet  long  by  twenty,  in  the 
clear.  The  ground-floor  still  remained  a  single 
apartment,  save  that  a  thick  green  curtain 
screened  the  female  sleeping-place,  while  the 
young  men  found  their  lair  in  the  roof  by  a 
ladder.  The  walls  were  lined  with  bags  of  flour, 
Indian  corn,  pumpkins,  onions,  mutton  or  pork 
hams,  flitches  of  bacon,  and  agricultural  tools. 

The  sick  daughter  on  whom  I  attended  sat 
often  in  the  fresh  air  before  the  door,  much  inter- 
ested in  the  visit  of  the  Government  doctor  sent 


■MIORATIOK. 


fea^  Qoebcc  "  to  bcr  uitl  lier  tikoa."  t  Iiatc 
talc  bar  but  that  by  ibia  tiui«  tlic  green  baite 
•OTtMD  ■  rvpliced  by  a  fttrong  [Mrlitioii  of  boRrds 
— or  ruber.  I  feci  pretty  cure  that  the  bouse  i« 
ft  M«bb,  iukI  th«  fainily  are  occupying  a  new 
mm,  vhli  aatji  wintlows  and  green  ahuttert. 
IW  (ood  looka  of  cTery  meniber  of  tbis  Iriali 
^mStj,  tbcir  activity,  tbs  inlerat  tliey  took  in 
Av  Iktl*  world,  bftapoke  aatisbctioo  and  rougb 

Two  or  tfarec  days  before  my  first  visit,  one  of 
tlw  Ud«,  abuui  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  cbopping 
tn-wood  iu  the  bubli,  with  a  much  younger  boy, 
«bcn  a  large  bear  came  out  of  the  wood  and 
pQi  a  6«-rcc  foot  on  liie  very  log  be  was  working 
at.  Tbe  buy  faced  the  animal  with  uplifted  aze, 
and  drove  birn  away. 

I  ka«e  vrry  strung  convictious  on  the  subject 
ti  nni^raliwii  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
»KaIl  bere  place  nearly  all  I  have  to  say  upon 
the  tolgeci. 

Deriving  all  I  know  from  personal  investigalion 
•■  ibc  spot.  I  desire  to  be  literally  "  vox  clamani'u 

I  declare  in  all  sincerity  that  one  of  the  most 
4wtreMiug  thonghts  of  my  whole  life  has  been 
(ailed  forth  l>y  seeing  millions  and  niillions  of 
sem  of  fertile  land,  in  a  healthy  climate,  lying 
«aM»,  wbilc  my  countrymen,  in  ranllitndea  at 
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home,  are  left  in  profoand  misery,  and  under  tlie 
strongest  temptations  to  crime. 

There  is  a  field  in  Canada  alone  open  to  capital 
and  to  labour  which  it  will  take  a  busy  centorj 
to  occupy,  opening  new  lands  and  giving  addi* 
tional  Talue  to  those  already  in  use;  while  iba 
systematic  developement  of  the  resources  of 
British  North  America,  so  far  from  being  a  dram 
on  the  mother-country,  will  be  of  immediate  and 
signal  advantage  to  her. 

Not  to  press  forwards  emigration  is  to  partake 
of  the  guilt  and  sin  brought  on  by  the  crowded 
state  and  the  social  inequalities  of  Great  Britain,* 

*  The  following  painfully  instrnctiTe  statement  leads  m  to  be* 
Here  that  misery  has  been  the  lot  of  the  bulk  of  our  feUow-coab- 
trymen  from  early  times.  The  condition  of  the  poor  has  sensibly 
improved,  but  not  so  much  as  that  of  the  easier  classes : — 

**  By  a  survey  of  Sheffield,  made  Jan.  2,  1615,  by  twenty-four 
of  its  most  sufficient   inhabitants,  it  appeareth  that  tben  are  in 
the  town  of  Sheffield  2207  people,  of  which  there  are, 
725  who  are  not  able  to  live  without  the  charity  of  their  neigh* 

hours.    These  are  all  begging  poor. 
100  householders  who  relieve  others.     These  (though  the  belt 
sort)  are  but  poor  artificers :  amongst  them  there  is  not 
one  who  can  keep  a  team  on  his  own  land,  and  not  abore 
ten  who  have  grounds  of  their  own  that  will  keep  a  cow. 
160  householders  not  able  to  relieve  others.     These  are  wack 
(though  they  beg  not)  as  are  not  able  to  abide  the  storm 
of  fourteen  days'  sickness,  but  would  be  drawn  thereby  to 
beggary. 
1222  children  and  servants  of  the  said  householders,  the  greefter 
part  of  which  are  such  as  live  of  small  wages,  and  are  coii- 
^—    strained  to  work  sore  to  provide  themselves  necessaries.'' 
2207  HuNTBm's  Hallanuhire,  p.  118. 
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W  ■>  ■•■*  ««w  W  rancnlprml  that  eatign- 
^  i»  salr  ■■•  of  auy  mtHdiM.    Tbe  m 

of  MTpIn  popvIaUoo  do«»  bat  litt]«, 
M  tfa«  dtange  may  be  lor  tho  indiriduiK 
gap  M  filled  np  almiMt  iiucnvdJitely. 
m  Bnb«h  people  most  do  tbeir  own  work, 
^rmfij  aad  tmrttmOj. 

I  ha*«  lilU*  bope  in  uij  minitlrjr  to  iba  pra- 
lAaaAdaat  fteto  of  tbo  Cotooial  Office.  Until 
^mifami  tioody  ntoU  takes  place,  canT-ing 
to  th«  tirartht  of  bunilreds,  or  tbou- 
:  -r.  .:  .  .:■■  in  I  .  vIti  (■.iiinJa,  Ireland, 
Wale*),  OoTemmetit  will  allow  almost  anjr 
to  poraac  iu  iDelaDeholj  course.  Tbe 
vfvtcWidiiess,  wbiefa  the  official  eje  seetb  not,  goei 
fcr  aockin^ ;  and  tbis,  not  frooa  sd^  inbumanitT' 
lahiii  III  ia  ibe  man,  but  from  ibe  immense  anooDt 
md  ilimrmeuog  vancij  of  bis  laboora. 

EaierstioD  is  too  expensive,  it  is  said  ;  but  let 
rhir(  be  a  whisper  only  of  war,  and  millions  are 
u  onee  M)aasdcr«d  on  every  imaginable  engine 
W  <icTaatatioa.  The  arsenals  of  tbe  Tower,  of 
WwUwicb,  and  Portsmoutb,  shake  with  tbe  pre- 


Ail  Mu-  miaistriee  are  alike.  The  air  of  office  it 
wporifie.  I  really  think  that  the  higher  officers 
ci  tbe  Colwoial  department  may  be  fairly  likened 
le  C0iaia  emnom  abeU^fish  la  Ibe  British  Mas. 


76  COLONIAL  DEPARTMENT^  ^ 

Doring  the  first  half  of  their  existence  (oat  of  ., 
oflBce)  they  swim  freely  about,  and  have  eyet^  |, 
ears,  and  feelers,  which  they  use  as  freely;  b«t  ^ 
as  soon  as  their  great  instinctive  want  is  sappliil'  », 
— that  of  finding  a  berth,  a  inooring-place,  on  a  ^ 
rock  or  on  a  fish,  these  important  organs,  one  bj  ^, 
one,  successively  drop  off,  and  they  perform  but  ^ 
one  act — that  of  feeding.  They  descend  into  a  , 
lower  rank  of  animal  life,  and  become  whalaiv  , 
called  barnacles.  So  it  seems  to  be  in  the  Colo*  ^ 
nial  Office.  It  appears  to  be  comparatively  deal  , 
and  sightless. 

I  am  immeasurablv  astonished  that  men  of 
undoubted  conscientiousness  and  talent,  of  high 
birth  and  ample  fortune,  like  Earl  Grey,  will 
undertake  impossible  duties,  and  thus  consent  to 
injure  their  fellow-subjects,  through  unavoidable 
oversights,  misinformation,  and  crude  views.  And 
yet,  seeing  all  this,  they  are  the  last  to  call  out  for 
a  remedy,  when  in  the  sight  of  all  thinking  per- 
sons they  are  themselves  equally  sufferers. 

The  fact  is,  that  through  the  lapse  of  time  the 
Colonial  Office  requires  to  be  reconstituted.  The 
whole  responsibility  of  governing  forty-three  most 
dissimilar  colonies  should  not  be  thrown,  as  it 
truly  is,  upon  one  man,  whose  tenure  of  office  is 
but,  upon  an  average,  two  years. 

As  Mr.  Scott  stated  in  Parliament,  in  the  spring 
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r  IMS.  "  Um  dntiea  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
•  •Tike  imMt  Tmhed  idJ  vinbaiTastiiiig  ualure. 
f  ave  kgrnl.  jodicul,  poliural,  naval,  and  mU 
TWj  mn  eomutttttd  with  the  ordnance, 
■rck.  the  tUle.  with  conrict«,  with  old  and 
I.  lo  pmerva  andent  pocHCsaions,  and 
I  fmli  wttlemenu.** 
[  Ewl  Gny.  then  Lord  Howiek,  io  1S45,  slated 
I  it  waa  not  poMJble  for  anj  nan, 
powcf*   what    ibcT  may,   ade<]uaielj'    to 
cabtrr  ibe  eocnplicatfJ   alfaira  of  the  British 

TW  work  of  the  Colonial  Office  ought  to  be 
iatelv  distributed  into  three  or  more  do- 
Ats.  separate,  or  conjoint  in  the  form  of  a 
kard.  Lei  one  principal  Secretary,  with  aa 
W*^Mte  staff,  preside  orer  (and  be  respontiible 
m  fariiainent  for)  oor  North  American  colooies; 
MocWr  fer  those  in  the  West  Indies,  Africa,  and 
Sawth  America  ;  and  a  third  for  our  Australiaa 
nd  other  dependencies  in  the  South  Seas.  Onr 
^  Ml  ■lions  in  the  Mediterranean  may  be  other- 
ne  aiteadcd  to.  If  we  confide  to  this  board,  or 
I*  tWse  three  secretaries,  the  superintendence  of 
ta^^nuion,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  bosineM 
td  tW  colonies,  there  will  be  plenty  to  do. 

When  sir  George  Marray  was  Secretary  of  tb« 
C«iamit»,  with  Mr.  Wilmot  Uortoa  at  one  of  th« 
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Under-Secretaries,  it  was  proposed  to  form  a 
Colonial  Board ;  but  the  project  nnfortnnately  ML 
through,  like  many  other  good  things  in  which 
neither  party  nor  personal  interests  were  con- 
cerned. 

Diligent  and  enlightened  men  to  undertake 
these  important  departments  abound ;  their  sala- 
ries would  be  repaid  to  the  country  a  thoosand- 
fold. 

The  work  of  emigration  is  eminently  govern* 
ment  work,  says  Mill,  the  political  economist 
It  is  called  upon  to  remove,  or  rather  re-distribute 
supernumeraries  (not  as  a  cure,  but  as  a  relief), 
by  its  being  the  great  colonial  landowner,  by  its 
capital  and  credit,  by  its  possession  of  various 
public  depots  (buildings,  &c.)  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  likewise  of  experienced  agents. 

It  might  feel  itself  urged  to  assist  emigration 
by  a  decent  sense  of  the  duty  it  owes  to  its  dis- 
tressed constituents,  by  the  facility  and  certain 
success  of  the  task  (would  there  were  a  working 
will!),  and  by  the  sure  gratitude  of  a  delivered 
people. 

There  is  no  occasion  at  this  time  of  day  to 
argue  about  the  advantages  of  emigration,  both 
to  the  motlier-countrv  and  to  the  new  colonist. 
These  have  long  been  known  to  be  great,  but  espe- 
cially to  the  latter.    Mill  and  Malthus,  common 


■qile  experience,  all  ^>eak  the 

m  Uib  cubject. 

A*  laMf  w  ft  mu)  ota  obtain  a  Talr  (la]r'«  wo.]^ 

r  •  fiur  «Uj'*  work  iberc  i*  t>o  occasion  for  fain 

[  to  Wtc  lii«  birib-plarr  od  the  wore  of  subaial. 

X :  bat  when  be  cannot,  aod  baa  no  reasonable 

wfmet  ot  deiay;  to,  like  the  laboorors  of  WilU 

I  Dontt  at  all  titoc*,  aod  like  the  artifana  of 

BTa^l^iR,  Ae.  bat  too  ofliin,  it  ib  liigb  line  to  eiiu> 

■o  MBe  more  geoeroiw  Unci.     Tbe  laboar- 

t  at  botne  U  pertnaneiilly  ovcrftockci]. 

For  mjMlf,  if  I   belonged  to  either  of  these 

dMMC — if  1  foDod  mjr  country  profitless  and  bard 

—d  I  bad  here  to  hngera  portionless  man — if 

I  were  dailj  growing  more  wan  under  priratioD 

-—with  no  other  prospect  than  that  of  a  work- 

fcooae  at  laat — then  I  certainly  should  look  around 

far  a  soil  less  ungrateful — for  a  future  more  cheer- 

■f — and  towards  some  comer  of  the  earth  where 

mj  spade  and  axe  would  yield  nie  a  inanna  lest 

scanly.     Tbere  are  hundreds  of  thousands  in  Bri- 

taia  ihtucireuiostanced,  and  they  knoiv  it  bitterly. 

TIm  true  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  lies 

4«ep  io  tbe  Dioral  nature  of  man,  and  will  be 

Maisly  found  there ;  all  others  are  only  secondary. 

Wc  mt»d  the  diffusion  among  our  people  of  such 

an  iMdasirial  and  religious  training  as  shall  direct 

■ngbt  ikcir  aibundant  energies,  enable  them  to 


1 
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mmintain  tkemsdves  without  excessive  anxiety, 
create  a  dcsre  for,  and  a  hopi  of,  the  comfortt 
of  life,  teach  them  to  appreciate  the  pleasares  of 
the  mind,  to  poatpooe  present  gratifications  for  a 
greater  fbture  good,  and  finally  to  bring  them 
under  the  easy  yoke  of  Christianity.  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  shall  we  make  much  impression  on 
the  aocamalated  dissatisfaction  and  sorrow  which 
prey  npon  one-half  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 
But  this  is  a  slow  process,  and  must  have  the  aid 
of  emigration  and  other  agencies  of  like  tendency. 
I  shall  now,  once  for  all,  put  together  a  few 
practical  observations,  as  derived  from  my  wan- 
derings among  the  settlers;  but  it  must  be  re* 
membered  that  I  am  not  writing  an  emigrant's 

guide. 

Emigration  by  single  individuals  or  solitary 
families  is  often  unwise,  always  full  of  anxiety, 
and  not  seldom  disastrous  ;*  but  the  case  is  altered 
if  the  party  go  out  to  friends,  or  to  an  already 
•elected  spot,  or  be  skilled  in  some  much  needed 
handicraft. 

Kuiigration  should  be  prosecuted  systemati- 
^))y— Auch  should  be  the  rule.     People  should 

^  ^  WMy  bt  Mid  that  the  poor  emigrant  may  apply  to  the 
li-ij^l  1^  lAxt>C|HK>l,  LondoDi  Quebec,  or  elsewhere;  but  haTing 
i^  y)li^ijt,\^^  Vf(Ci^9CtioDi  of  officials,  he  is  shy  of  approaching 
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•horcs  ia  rach  or^nitcd  bodiet,  so 
1  *o  led,  from  tlic  Gr«t  >tcj)  lo  the  Jut, 
little  as  powible  »buul(l  b«  left  to  clisnce. 
I  'm  the  yrrat  dauteraittm.  ilaving  pro- 
ft  divlrici  of  coontry — witli  due  regard 
markcU,  fertility,  and  a  few  other 
tUtkcr  dirrcl  «hoald  b«  Iskea,  in  the 
May,  otte,  twu,  or  three  aliip-loada  of 
mt^gmata,  MMrted  according  to  a^  and  mz, 
m  well  *M  to  trade*  and  occupation*,  adapted  to 
«^f  thr  WBULi  of  the  whole  niiigrating  cotii- 
^■Hl}.  Hoir  excellent  is  the  German  plan  of 
^m^mlioo — that  of  tlw  whole  village  (or  its 
p«Mr  p^rt)  iioiog,  and  taking  with  them  their 
ilw|jBiaii  One  or  more  soperinlendenu  (me- 
Ac^  Man,*  if  pouibic),  with  aMistaot*  accui- 
ttmai  to  tbe  cnlooj,  should  remain  on  tlia 
■nl^MBt  r<fr  Mime  time  to  keep  ihe  people  toge- 
Av.  a^EDwrafc  Ibem.  direct  their  exerlioni,  per* 
t^^  tbefli  to  aMift  each  other  in  hui-building 
tmi  mthtr  baa*;  oprralionn,  and  even  fur  a 
fmmi  to  work  for  tbe  common  good.  Associated 
hfcpsr  in  ihe  commenoement  it  of  especial  iiu* 
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portance,  and  u  almost  sore  to  lead  to  permaaaift 
prosperity. 

This  is  the  true  system.     It  may  be  muLomJ.^ 
plisfaed  in  many  ways.    The  working  classes  ^bu^ 
do  it  for  themselves,  but  they  seldom  can  prooM|| 
trustworthy  and  prudent  agents.    The  ageat  ^t^ 
the  operative  class  is  apt  to  find  the  handling  «f 
large  sums  of  money  too  much  for  his  honeslyf^ 
and  the  whole  body  is  extremely  gullible^  or  dM|^ 
would   not  think   of  settling   with  the  Pcytten^^ 
Association  in  Wisconsin,  in  a  Siberian  climaAe^ 
more  than  a  thousand   miles  into  the  interior,, 
when  Canada  West  is  nearer,  and   under  eveiy 
aspect  infinitely  preferable. 

Associated  parishes  might  in  this  manner  sea4 
out  to  some  prepared  locality  their  redundanl 
hands,  under  the  guidance  of  a  discreet  bailiff.  la 
this  case  the  prospect  is  not  so  good,  from  the  in* 
ferior  capacities  of  the  emigrants  ;  but  eventuaUj, 
in  one  way  or  another,  good  would  be  done. 

Capitalists  who  can  wait  for  returns  would  find 
this  kind  of  planned  emigration  a  safe  and  safli* 
ciently  lucrative  investment.  I  believe  the  two 
great  companies  now  at  work  in  this  manner  in 
the  Canadas  arc  satisfied  with  their  prospects. 
There  are  few  communities  so  prosperous  as  those 
of  Guelph,  Gait,  and  some  other  townships  cre- 
ated under  the  auspices  of  the  Canada  Company. 


TW  Britiafc  GoY^mmrnt  ein  do  all  lliM  wttb 
p^^  ncspeswd  fteilitir* ;  but  (lie  [precise  man- 
mm.  tMvacifc  Mttdrntlj  Dbrions,  it  doGa  not 
mim  iHH»  ny  ptui  lu  develope.  I  bsvn  Baid 
^c  Avf  m  boand    to    make  a  speedy  com- 

MMw  m^  to  make  a  eompamon.     If  I  ^ra 
Aa  fia^  W  aa  «x»-li«a(l  to  a  •lutabla  piooe  of 
tbc  pmpar  xigv,  attd  attach  to  it 
I  aai  tare  ifaat  wiili  my  new  toot 

t  taa  fell  a  tall  -'ak,  and  [ierha]»i  n  llKiiiHand. 
kv  I  aB  ja«t  a«  aMi»T>l  that  if  a  skilled  agent 
•Ac  twvaty,  or  two  boadred  familtMi,  liealtliy, 
■i«aria«a,  witb  aotat  workers  tn  wuod  and 
'wim  •MMOC  then,  and  plant  thcni  in  nome  select 
^M  M  IrrliU  Canada  W«rt,  tb«,v  will  in  a  few 
Jam*  bv  a  prDapcroos  eominanity,  not  only  a1>0TO 
aaac  tat  tfwer,  bat  ablfi  to  repay  the  expenses  of 


Tba  atmfmmi**  cbMpaeM  of  Minding  families 
»CiMaila  invat  |^Ta  it  a  pi.-nnaiirnt  preferenoa 
•nr  Aartnlis  and  the  Cape. 
IW  Fatti  h  man  ami  woman  leave  their  nallra 
and  old  familiar  Tixev*,  with 
la  the  midland  eoantivs  there  is  not 
■  i«Bp4alto»  ('>  ^o  as  in  Wjli'^litrr  and 
U«rw«iiirv.  wherr  the  laboarcTS  are  in  eitreme 
'frtrf.-;.     An  inflnential  and  activa  clef^man  in 
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Wiltshire  confessed  to  me,  that  how  his  poor  got 
on  at  all  on  their  wretched  wages  was  to  him  the 
problem  of  problems,  and  far  more  diflBcult  of  solifr- 
tion  than  anything  he  had  met  with  at  Cambridge. 
The  well-informed  and  ambitioos  Scotchman  it 
qnite  ready  to  embark  for  a  colony.  Half  Ireland 
would  go  at  a  word ;  and  they  are  right.  I  once 
saw  four  thousand  Irish  at  Lockport,  in  the  stale 
of  New  York,  making  a  canal.  They  were 
delvers  only,  under  American  inspectors.  Such 
specimens  of  bone  and  muscle ;  such  activity  and 
fun  ;  good  eating  and  hard  driuking,  alas !  I 
neTcr  beheld.  Some  of  the  money  thus  earned 
would  liuy  a  share  of  the  neighbouring  forest* 
Ten  or  fifteen  vears  from  that  time  would  find 
some  of  these  people  independent  and  rich  ;  the 
others  still  poor,  because  wasteful. 

For  tlieir  own  benefit,  and  that  of  others,  dis- 
tressoti  laK^urins:  men  should  emis:rate  with  their 
fiimilies,  if  healthy,  hopeful,  and  willing.  Cha- 
racter must  be  touched  on  tenderly.  If  possible, 
they  should  go  out  young :  it  is  then  that  they 
)>ossoss  the  ductility  required  in  a  new  world. 
Farmers,  tradesmen,  and  artisans  with  some 
capital,  amy  reasonably  expect  to  do  well.  Wages 
arc  high,  considering  the  price  of  necessaries.  It 
is  in  the  upper  or  western  country  that  these  men 
are  needed^  not  in  the  sea-board  towns. 
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artmns,  whonrrirctl  alGuelpb, 
W«t,  in  1833,  1834.  and  I83A,  w. 
MOcjr,  furn'ilure,  and  nenHjr  without 
Six  ynn  aft«rward#,  thry  wonid  not  • 
VMU.  to  SUO/.  each  for  th«ir  proj^rly ! 
>  bad  a  few  pounds  would  not  tiike 
Tor  ihvir  ^int,  while  tliere  ar« 
who,  to  jud^  br  their  tmilding* 
have  aoqiiind  lar^  capital). 
YW  pnrM  of  Brittth  manafactures  are  moderate 
I  the  C*nnl«»,  from  Oip  low  rateof  cit^Iom-hoiisc 
^■■■a,  «oBi petition,  and  iwprovcd  roads:  but  the 
jmaner  arttlrr  •tioold.  a»  luncli  a»  possible,  make 
liB  ■rtjrl««orro«uiraptia»  at  home— #pin,  weave, 
4m,  sake  aovp,  eaadlo,  ke.    He  can  often  Btag — 


III 


"  I  gtvm  mf  d*B  Uub, 


If  Hf  Mm  lAcwp,  anil  1  •■ 


«u«t  not  be  tbuojfht  aeceaaarj  to  a  fonn^ 
•  hap[MacH.  A  lib  oT  rctireraent—iaTe 
now  aod  ibvo — seir-deiwDdencei  and  the 
fn:ling  of  advaocetaeitt,  Diast  suffice 
W  a  liar.  He  mast  iKwarv  of  ocw  friends.  The 
byways  aad  b;wa;sof  Amerkaare  full  ofactite 
mi  flmamkim  vUlaipa.  Ilia  very  woods  hnvr  some 
tMTrt  of  Adflllam.  Ue  ontat  beware  vf  early  be- 
CMiiaf  a  pwUuciao  —  for  politic*  are  apt  to  lead 
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■ome  land.  A  master  woodcutter,  an  off-handad  ; 
Yankee,  thinking  of  nothing  bat  timber  and  del*  :i 
larSy  came  with  his  offer.  He  was  introduced  iniD  ^ 
the  parlour,  bright  with  its  newly-papered  walliy 
and  figured  carpet.  The  American,  as  he  stm^ 
gled  for  his  price,  balancing  his  chair  against  tktt 
wall,  rubbed  his  wet  greasy  hair  against  the 
paper,  when  Mr.  Charles  Hayes  begged  him  to 
keep  his  head  off  the  wall,  which  he  instantly  did  ; 
but  soon  afterwards,  very  unconsciously,  rolled 
his  quid,  and  spat  on  the  new  carpet.  Mr.  C* 
remonstrated,  when  the  woodman  waxed  warns, 
and  said,  *'  Neighbour,  I  see  we  are  not  likely  to 
do  business.  You  are  a  hard  man,  and  make 
bothers.  You  kuow  FU  do  cheap;  and  yet  we 
don't  progress."  '*  Yes,"  said  the  Englishman, 
•*  we  shall  progress,  if  you  will  step  out  with  me 
into  the  garden  ;  **  where,  in  fact,  terms  were 
agreed  upon  in  a  few  minutes. 

Some  persons  blindly  rush  beyond  the  limits  of 
ciyilisation,  and  are  surprised  to  find  themselfes 
neither  happy  nor  useful.  Many  a  town-bred 
lady  has  found  herself  thus. 

For  the  sake  of  the  female  part  of  his  family, 
no  man  should  venture  into  the  Canadian  woods 
unless  he  can  very  materially  better  his  condition. 
The  ladies  must  milk  their  own  cows,  cook 
their  own  mutton,  scald  and  cut  up  their  pork, 
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ft*  iVB.  with  or  without  buir-psy,  shoold  sup' 
yatlll  fai  liffbl-heartcd  kbuodknee.  The  hairpay 
h  eUliy  OMrul  in  mKinluaiDg  gentility. 

Ckwrf*  oaght  to  be  tha  pKradise  of  tJiis  larg« 
Md  worthy  cUm  ;   uid  i«  bo,  comparatirely,  to 


Smtk  &roLB,  with  th^ir  necessary  buildingn,  are 
■01  to  be  )iad,  al  very  moderate  prices. 

A  f*m  eoaniry  and  iheir  popalaiion  will  Midom 
■it  ikc  great  capitalist.  The  delicate  habits  in 
•  hicfc  h*  bm*  been  educated  will  be  lubject  to  an 
radleaa  MireeMion  of  shocks  and  jars—intolerable, 
onlesa  oeotralised  by  the  natunil  or  morbid  slimu- 
!■■  of  a  darling  project.  Here  is  one  great  defect 
m  Wakefield's  beautiful  scheme  of  colooising  with 
esffUl  aod  labour  combined.  As  a  role,  capital 
nCua  to  go  where  the  owner  must  accompany 
N — the  scheme  halu,  and  is,  in  fact,  defeated.  It 
ii  (CTT  unsafe  to  send  out  capital  to  lake  care  of 
oaM.  "  1  will  Dot  go ;  for  I  can  find  in  England 
ulersble  employment  for  my  capital,  and  can, 
■t  tlte  same  time,  enjoy  the  thousand  nameless 
afrimms  and  conveniencies  of  an  old  country." 

Aa  a  specimen  of  the  daily  small  annoyances 
ih*l  arc  here  met  with.  A  large  capitalist  invested 
is  iroa  mines  and  forges  in  Canada  West.  He 
WUt  and  famished  a  house  in  the  English  style. 
He  had  oecaaioo  to  advertise  for  tenders  to  clew 


r 
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moment's  notice,  sell  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born,  and  move  westward  a  thousand  miles.  His 
neighbours  justify  him.* 

I  think  life  is  shorter  there.  Perhaps  the  uni- 
yersal  fever  of  accumulation  tends  to  premature 
decay.  As  Mr.  Sidney  says,  in  one  of  his  able 
little  books,  ^*  The  defects  of  the  climate  of  the 
United  States  are  notorious.  The  thin,  sallow, 
wrinkled  appearance  of  the  men,  and  still  more 
of  the  women,  proves  the  fact  at  one  glance." 
"  In  the  Western  States,"  a  respectable  Ame- 
rican merchant  observed  to  us  the  other  day,  **  we 
take  calomel  and  quinine  by  the  pound,  and  ex- 
pect fever  and  ague,  as  your  lords  do  the  gout, 
annually."  A  good  set  of  teeth  is  a  rarity  in 
America  past  thirty  years  of  age. 

A  rough  animal  happiness  is  diffused  all  over 
North  America ;  and  I  rejoice  to  know  it.  But 
grumblers  are  everywhere  —  you  cannot  escape 
them  ; — some  on  speculation,  others  because  they 
are  injudicious,  idle,  intemperate,  or  sick. 

*  The  philosopher  justifies  him  thus  : — **  The  American  uses 
things  without  allowing  himself  to  be  taken  captive  bj  them.  We 
behold  CTerywhere  tlie  freewiU  of  man  ovemiostering  nature,  which 
has  lost  the  power  of  stamping  him  with  a  local  character,  of  sepa- 
rating the  nation  into  distinct  peoples.  Local  country,  which  had 
great  sway  in  the  Old  World,  no  longer  exists.  The  great  social 
country  wios  aU  interest,  and  all  affection :  it  over-matches  entirely 
geographical  country."  — ^Arnold  Guyot,  Earth  and  Man.  Xec- 
turti,  p.  301. 


t  is  not  RiBch  or  the  pictur«M)ue  n«&r  the. 
■lal  koaM  of  th«  working  cmignint.  A  dear> 
■an  ia  tbe  woods  U  *crr  ofleiiMYc  to  the  eye,  be- 
iqf  R  duBul  Kcnc  of  uncuulh  log-buU,  MKckencd 
Naaya,    Iraflna    scoKhMl    trees  and   ftwkiranl 

It  it  ID  CaiuuU  as  in  crery  otfa«r  part  of  the 
gUfc  A  prwlocmg  oouiilry  lies  low.  uitl  is  no- 
■Mmwi«« :  fine  soeasry  is  usuilJy  slrrilc.  Tba 
ladtans,   iJOf^vriDg   among   tbr   wliiU'S,   are   not 

fv'tan^nr.  Cjitoii  Mntlier,  llie  oM  Purilnn  of 
>la>«acliuwei»,  quaintly  and  truly  culls  them 
"  doleful  creatures,  rhe  ruint>  of  aian."  The  place 
where  ihey  become  so  is  seliloai  an  advisable  re> 
laJeDcc  fur  the  eniigraiil. 

I  wa»  sorry  to  ob^rve,  in  the  more  retired  parts 
off'^nada,  tliat  wlien  the  difficulties  are  sur- 
a>L.unted,  and  all  is  secure  and  contl'urinble,  the 
Killer  i<  ajii  lo  lall  into  a  dull  and  moping  state. 
Tbrre  i*  now  little  to  interest ;  tbe  farm  and  the 
b"y%  work  well  by  thcutselves ;  neighbours  are 
Ci<ian(.  There  isnosiituulus  at  hand  preservative 
ofihe  dunieMic  prupri«tics.  All  are  necessarily 
carrlr^  u(  ilreM  in  suiumcr;  while  in  winter  a 
witulc  wardrube  uf  old  clothes  is  culle<l  for  at 
M.CT.  Ill  feuuimcr,  whtli:  on  travel  in  nu  open 
b  »t,  I  have  not  wen  mv  coot  for  a  niuitth  together. 

Ihc  rctiiaK'S,  1  am  bound  to  say,  bear  a  wood- 
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land  life  far  better  than  the  men ;  are  cheerful, 
active,  and  tidy  in  their  persons.  I  have  been 
oilen  very  pleased  with  their  healthy,  satisfied, 
and  smart  appearance  while  mounting  their  Dear- 
bom  spring  waggon  on  Sundays  to  go  to  church, 
driven  bv  a  brother. 

1  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  whole  progress 
of  a  new  settlement  from  birth  to  maturity — from 
the  first  blow  of  the  axe  to  the  erection  of  churchea, 
hotoN,  and  mansions  of  cut  stone. 

While  encamped  on  a  woody  island  for  three 
wtvks  in  the  Kiver  St.  Clair  (Michigan),  I  one 
ovoning  siiw  a  boat  bring  to,  on  the  east  or 
Uritish  sliore,  not  far  from  me,  and  then  a  forest. 
I   TiavUIIed  over   iu  mv  canoe   to  see  what   the 

U  was  a  hm^e  boat  laden  almost  to  sinking 

\niii  li  hoarty  fumily  of  five  persons  (the  parents 

.uui  jIuw  children),  with  all  sorts  of  lumbering 

v»um*  :uul   rudo  furnishings,  a  long  gun,  tools, 

.\^5^  'kvs.  !«(ku1o8,  a  dog  or  two,  a  few  poultry, 

,  ^,  .i  Hii  I v'l  \.»r  two  of  tlour  and  pork.     This  was 

.  .  *,c    uoaoor  family. 

•  ;*,o  .  -oJcivd  about  them,  not  unwelcome, 

..  .»•  .v'  x'l  hours,  thoy  landed  and  arranged 

V  .'^  .*-a  x^cnt  to  sleep  on  matting,  snug 

wk^  ^..;  xlwltcr  of  pine  branches. 

•  ».       ^  ^     .;w.  «uid^  I  t'ound  my  friends  com- 
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bnaUy  LaoBd  in  sn  obluag  lop- but  well  caullced 
Mik  ckj.  For  Mieh  ex|i«(litioua  buJUlinj^  tiuj 
■Ml  faav«  kmil  bdp  from  utliera. 

t  uk  ;tm  1(1  8ccouip«iiy  tlii«  tvUkr 
dierrfol  winier  work  of  ftrUmg  and 
of  banun^  uiil  clearing  xway  ihs 
of  his  inifndrd  Cinti,  and  now  and 
^m  Wio^ng  homp  B  de«r  or  wild  turkey. 

Ittmf  Mcb  muei  I  have  wilOMaed.  I  IuT« 
■MfBari  t»  dw  apot  imi  or  Uiree  y«an  nfterwards, 
aad  favad  tba  bmilr,  if  •Ironi^'boniJed,  or  irtlitfy 
kar*  kad  a  liille  caj'ilal,  in  potseMion  of  a  cun- 
fcnalili  log-bciuM,  »a(-baildingv,ox«n,acow,and 
ppayd  pogltry  innumerable.  PrDm  6ra  to  thirty 
Mm  ba*c  been  cleared  and  planted,  whilv  pei^ 
^fm  a  baadrcd  mani  rvntain,  and  as  yot  only 
*«id  paatora  at>d  ftn-L  In  fruDi  i>tx  to  t«n  years, 
aMMUBsl  conforU  tpriiig  up  with  an  enlarged 
dMtaace.  Tbe  original  hot  luay  be  a  stable,  and 
a  tw  ai pried  fraiur-bdUMi  may  liar^  Wea  built, 
AiMf  all  over  with  white  paint  ami  bright  grvoo 
4amn  and  window  ■•hnttt.Tt. 

By  tkm  time  itei);bboar«  baveajtproadied,  road* 
faatv  bic  airnck  into  ib«  taan:  recent  •etlleutents, 
■id  iba  EsglUbnan,  at  lea*t,  la  ple««rd  to  find 
tm  haiwaa  tide  flowlo^  lowanl'  liim,  bringing 
%c*«cnrr*  for  bis  produce  and  cnliancvd  vainc  to 
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These  people  are  plainly,  but  warmly  clad; 
on  Sunday  with  great  propriety,  eren  if  thirty 
miles  firom  a  church ;  which  seldom  need  be  the 


AH  this  has  been  repeatedly  accomplished  by 
an  Irish  desperado,  whose  life  at  home  was 
diTided  between  the  drunken  party-fights  and 
hopeless  starvation. 

I  once  spent  four  days  in  a  town  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  with  three  fine  churches,  many  inns, 
a  public  library,  museum,  and  eight  thousand  in- 
habitants, standing  upon  ground  which,  five  years 
before,  was  a  beech  forest,  unconscious  of  stir  or 
sound,  save  of  the  adjacent  cascades.     Some  stab- 
born  tree-stumps  were  still  in  the  back   streets 
^Rochester).     To  use  the  graphic  language  of 
Birkbeck,  **  If  you  look  at  sucli  a  place  as  this 
after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years,  or  less  (Sandusky, 
Cleaveland,  Scc.)^  what  a  mighty  change  has  been 
effected !     The  village   is   a  city,  and   contains 
it:i  congregated    tens  of  thousands,  its  streets, 
$i{uai*es»  halls,  fanes,  hospitals,  and  all  the  civic 
uiachmery  of  an  Ilanse  town.     There  may  be  in 
thv  ueighbourhood  a  black  stump ;  but  the  raw 
clcci4>lutiv>a  i$  gone :  the  rich  corn-field  waves  in 
\h*i  l>reexe>  and  fruits  and  flowers  surround  the 
vi>A^^luu^;i.     The  wild  stream  is  tamed,   and  la- 
W^wrri  U5<c  a  servant  in  the  factory ;  the  woods 
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hHt,  iMriig  •  few  tnct  for  fiicndlj  thmde : 
d  th*  woir  hmI  bcv  itMl  sm;  from  «  pl»ee 
UUk  it  ■•  tB»tiT  Ibr  tbmt." 

Bf  «^  af  dweiiuion  to  iti«««  liltle  jotliD|;«  on 
it  kafcject,  I  will  repeat,  that  io 
id»  ffac  faibovKr  utd  artiun  hire  two  grest 
Mi^o. — Iw  bmner  wagef  and  belter  iniei 
b  tfaaa  in  Eagland.  To  tbe  eapitmlot  1  may 
I  the  encoMn^Dg  renurlt,  tb«t  tbe  mors 
i«T«at  prvdently  tbe  greater  toot  gaiiM. 
r««rfir»i  Tfar  or  two.  liowcTer,  cliould  be  tpcat 
■  •bwrrkiton.  in  learning  ralber  than  in  aciing. 
Tilk  good  fenic  and  iDdnttrr  the  onlinanr  emi- 
pmi  nuT,  after  a  few  vran,  rect  awarod,  with 
Aa  U<  *in(;  of  God,  of  ca>e  atid  min)>«tence.  In* 
wmi  vf  want  and  bDpvlr««m'*».  be  will  tee  k 
jariy  iseraajur  in  the  Talue  of  bis  ]>n«M^on>, 
yarij  Iroai  bit  own  cxertioui,  aod  partly  fmrn 
At  pDrrmJIj  mcreaied  ralue  of  land.  Ili«  child- 
m'a  prcMpceta  are  *till  bi]eher.  Tliej'  way  look 
to  opulence.  Many  of  tbe  md*  of  poor 
Iri«h   nr  Rrittib.  ar*  nienibtra  of  ibe  rt>- 

I  wlt)*e  fur  Mttlement,  at  tbe  present  time, 
tbe  ■^IniiT  of  the  Itiver  Ottawa,  the  nortli  and 
wcM  »borr«  of  I^kc  Ontario,  tbe  shtires  of  Lake 
Sscoe.  tbe  rait  peointola  between  tbe  Ihrea 
Lake*  OatBrio,  EnCf  and   Boron,  and,  finally, 
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the  eastern  townships  of  Lower  Canada  which 
border  on  the  states  of  Vermont  and  Maine. 

]  greatly  prefer  the  Canadas,  as  an  emigration- 
field,  to  the  United  States,  and  am  deeply  con- 
cerned to  see  so  many  of  my  fellow-countrymen 
burying  themselves  in  the  unhealthy  and  other- 
wise undesirable  regions  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Iowa.  I  wish  they  would  remember,  that 
even  in  the  wilder  parts  of  Canada  life  and  pro- 
perty are  safe,  laws  are  respected,  and  religion  hdd 
in  its  due  reverence,  which  is  not  always  the  case 
in  the  above-mentioned  parts  of  the  United  States. 

In  Canada  the  climate  is  healthy,  in  Upper 
Canada  particularly  so,  except  in  the  extreme 
south-west.  The  air  is  remarkable  for  its  clear- 
ness, dryness,  and  exhilarating  effects.  It  is  quite 
common  for  an  invalid  from  England  to  lose  his 
complaints,  gather  great  strength,  and  live  to  a 
good  old  age.  The  average  number  of  rainy 
days  at  Toronto,  for  the  nine  years  ending  1845, 
was  only  87.  It  was  178  in  London.  The 
temperature  of  Upper  Canada  is  much  milder 
than  is  generally  supposed.  The  vast  bodies  of 
water  occupying  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
must  miti^icate  both  the  heat  and  the  cold. 

The  markets  are  good  and  near,  the  population 
friendly  and  comfortable,  ready  to  teach  new 
comers  the  best  methods  of  labour. 


VALK  TO  VOKTBEAL. 

i  of  tbe  6rrt  qnalitr  b  plrotirol  on  niode- 
EraM,  eiib«r  wild  or  d«mred.      Kumpean 
•re  nacb   cheaper   tbsn    in    the   I'niled 
Taxmlicm  i>  klmost  unknown.    InlftnULl 
«uj  Mid   n^»d.   br   nnttli, 
htphwrnys.     All  Christntn  <le- 
ramrc  public   Mipport.     Tbcni  ire 
of  reii^B.  in  pru|>oniDn,  ihoD  m 
Tba  aeto  or  Ooremmrat  art!  tunallr, 
■tantioa*  alwBjra,  Iraly  pateruaL     The 
r    CucmI  Prorincp,  Hr  facta,  poT^ni*-  ili^ir.      News- 
pftrt  abouwi,  filled  wj(b  UriUab  inlellii^ce. 

1  emaU  be  well  content  to  pan  ihc  rvmundrr 
tl  mj  ^t«  within  t)w  Mnind  of  the  Falls  of  tbc 
Cbu,  so  Uw  OltewB  River. 


1 


Th''  fr»rr  ml  tlip  Ifawkatiui-}-  trttlemFnt  liUTiiig 
Wen  appsrentlf  extinct  for  ten  ^days,  I  bade  on 
vawillin^  adien  to  mj  kind  bat  unfurttin&te  hosts 
at  Hamilton  Mills,  on  my  return  to  Quebec. 

I  Jetenuined  to  walk  llie  whole  way  to  Mont- 
nwl,  fixly  mile*,  and  left,  not  oveqirestcd  with 
Ui4 ■!, I .  early  tn  a  dewy  morning,  "  just  as  the 
wmmA  of  a  going  was  heard  in  the  sycamore 
mm.' 

TW  deme,  dripping  woods  throagh  which  tny 
fMh  lor  dM  mine  fir«t  miln  lay,  with  now  and 
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then  a  bog-hole,  soon  soaked  my  smart  boots 
throagh  and  through.  My  wet  stockings  so 
chafed  my  feet  that  I  was  fain  to  walk  in  boots 
only.  In  much  pain  I  made  twenty-five  miles 
that  day,  through  alternate  clearances  and  forest; 
but  towards  night,  when  the  stars  broke  forth 
above  the  tree-tops,  I  wished  for  a  resting-place. 

Walking  on,  however,  through  the  woods  until 
it  was  quite  dark,  and  every  bush  was  a  bear,  I 
thought  good  to  get  a  thick  stick  instead  of  the 
slender  one  with  which  I  slung  my  bundle  over 
my  shoulder.  Scarcely  had  I  done  so  when  I 
heard  the  barking  of  dogs,  and  a  turn  in  the 
dusky  path  shewed  me  the  glimmer  of  a  cottage 
window. 

The  dogs  were  soon  upon  ipe;  but  my  stick 
kept  them  at  bay  until  I  got  within  shouting- 
distance,  when,  at  my  cries,  the  large  door  of  the 
house  opened,  and  poured  out  such  a  rejoicing 
flood  of  light  as^only  an  American  wood-fire  can 
produce. 

It  was  a  humble  house  of  entertainment 
(Schneider's),  to  me  most  welcome.  Excellent 
bread,  milk,  honey,  and  a  little  bacon,  was  all  it 
could  ofier,  and  all  I  required ;  but  the  genuine 
kindness,  the  foot-bath,  the  snowy  bed-sheets  of 
tbat  night,  are  still  most  pleasantly  remembered. 

The  next  morning  I  went  on  my  way.     While 
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Toaai  tbe  gmt  bay  «t  th«  moDtb  of  the 
(wm  sbore),  a  miller,  out  ofipontnneotu 
mjr  foot-Kire  state,  took  uie  into 
Iw  cut  for  two  milet.  The  BBine  evening  I 
wnivti  u  La  Cbinv,  within  niiia  niil«s  of  Mont- 
wmL 

TW  iMrst  morning,  laiiw  and  wcanr,  I  »ct  forth 
M  •  knsblc  peileftmo  for  ^lontrml. 

I  kai  bam  beartly  (lng|^Dg  foot  after  loot  for 
■koat  6«e  mila,  bat  not  wilhout  being  pleased 
•itb  the  actiTity  of  the  motley  pi)[iiiliilion  of 
French,  Irish,  and  ^otch  on  the  road,  and  with 
tbe  richlj-verdared  heights  on  the  north,  in  all 
tbe  gaud  J  tints  of  autumn,  when,  while  skirting 
ibe  anrient  sea-banks  of  St.  Henry,  I  saw  a 
gvlisb  figure  creep  from  under  the  dry  arch  of 
a  bridge  which  crossed  the  road,  and  begin  to 
iaact. 

Sbe  was  soon  surrounded  by  a  group  of  child- 
rca  from  (bree  or  four  cottages  close  by ;  but 
■be  kept  np  her  dancing,  and  threw  off,  first, 
her  boonet.  then  her  sliawl,  and  then  her  un- 
Aer-Mckcfcbief,  singing  and  jumping  wildly 
ahoai.  with    ber  long   hair  all  loose  about  her 

5at  being  very  lively  at  the  moment,  1  was 
fBTtaic  linle  allcntion  to  this  scene,  although  now 
wwrf  M*r,  wbcn  on  a  sudden  tbe  poor  woman 


102  IVSAITE  LADT. 

rushed  on  me,  and  flinging  her  arms  wildly 
round  my  neck, and  so  yiolently  that  I  could  hardly 
stand,  ezd^med,— 

''  Doctor,  I  am  Polly  White!  Polly!  that 
came  in  the  same  ship  with  you !  Save  me.  Doe- 
tor :  I  am  dancing  to  keep  these  people  Stoat 
murdering  me,  as  they  did  my  William.  I  have 
given  them  all  my  clothes,  and  they  are  not  satis- 
fied," &c.  &c.  in  an  endless  flow  of  piercing  tones 
and  sobbings,  never  heard  but  from  maniacal 
lips. 

Looking  narrowly,  and  not  a  little  frightened, 
at  the  flushed,  demented  face,  I  saw  truly  that  it 
was  Mrs.  White,  a  fellow  cabin-passenger  from 
England,  the  young  mother  of  three  children, 
and  going  out  to  Canada  with  them  to  join  her 
husband,  who  held  some  small  government  em- 
ploy at  Montreal. 

Her  gentle  manners,  obliging  disposition,  and 
well-behaved  children,  had  made  her  quite  a 
favourite  among  us. 

How  or  why  she  was  here,  and  in  this  poor 
plight,  and  what  a  weary  stranger  like  me,  acci- 
dentally all  but  penniless,  was  to  do  with  her, 
was  past  my  comprehension.  1  knew  of  no 
provision  for  such  a  calamity  as  this  in  Mont- 
real or  in  Canada,  for  I  had  only  been  two 
hours  in  the  former  and  two  months  in  the  latter. 


nraisi  LADY.  lOS 

'.  tried  to  sootb«  ber,  umI  gmdndly 
Aw  fan-  tato  liw  aeanrt  hit. 

After  Hrtwiig  for  lone  tune  to  her  ihrill 
«BB«  if  iaeolMnaae,  m  ibe  ns  ■»!  Mood  by 
iKBi,  1  triad  to  put  a  linr  qoMtuos  to  ber;  bat 
^^tgmmwammm,  1  wtt  nnBiolh^  what  to  do. 
'  bciof  opsn,  tad  lookbg  idurt  op 
1  fam  Mootrad,  1  «nr  r  stoat,  ddtriy 
B  alowlj  approKhing  on  a  bay  mare. 
ScTcnl  ndgibboon  bad  come  io— poor  peoplfl, 
,  anil  mocfa  <li«treM«d  for  tlin  poor 
vaif  of  their  oim  lez ;  so,  making  a  sigD  to  them 
to  take  care  of  Mrs.  White,  1  adranced  to  the 
^catlctnaa,  and  told  him  what  must  be  called  our 

He  prvTcd  to  be  a  roagiatrate,  and  kindly  dii- 
Boaot«d.  After  baring  looked  at  the  poor  lady, 
W  m^nated  the  tenaut  of  the  cottage  (to  whom  he 
*a«  well  known)  to  take  care  of  her  for  an  hoar 
cr  two,  hj  which  time  he  woold  tend  a  district 
rftcrr  to  take  ber  to  Montreal. 

1  afterwards  heard,  that  on  her  arrival  at 
MentRal  from  England  she  found  her  husband 
iad.  and  herself  and  children  all  but  friendless. 
This  sodden  and  lieary  blow  bereft  ber  of  reason. 

When  1  met  her,  she  bad  escaped  from  some 
place  of  confinement. 

A*  I  moanifallj  left  this   poor  thing,  like  a 
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crashed  flower,  I  remembered,  with  Archbishop 
Sumner,  that  this  world  is  initiatory,  not  final — 
that  our  peace  here  is  not  to  flow  as  a  river, 
and  that  "  every  sorrow  cuts  a  string  and  teaches 
us  to  rise." 

In  a  couple  of  days  I  left  Montreal  for  Quebec 
I>er  steamer. 


r 


EXCURSION   THE   SECOND. 

■OKTBEaL,  TBI  OTTAWA,  icC,  ' 

U^m^ :  bktat,  Qtj.  mi  Stday— Wonh.ym  Stom— PoUt 
P>^— B««  iMf  -  DMd^  IWmMi.  4c— Ngnli-*«i  Far 

T.^ii  t.tr  Si.  L«i> — Oana  Rim — Ugta  Cmoe— U.<W 
L>^r^iU*T  — MuaiiKm*  tlr  Boocbe — Vojigcun — Iiuliui  ViUage 
-r^.,.Ae4  Ri>rr— Gaelic  Mud— AmnicaD  Fann^HuU— Phile- 
*Mn  Wrtbl— ljkr*tluuiiMT,  Chit  — Pillj  of  L«Monl»gne 
•b4  (jrmad  C*JBB>rt— Rjivrt  Crmae  i  U'otem  Bruicli,  TcsooMi 
—  M^  Er»iliap  r — L^ke  Nipuwng — French  Rirtr. 

I*  liic  »prii)^  of  the  year  rollowiog  my  mission 
;<-  lite  sicit  settlers  at  llawksbury,  the  Colonial 
(■''ttmrnent  wu  (ilea^ed  to  ^end  me  through 
^y,<T  Canada  to  make  a  general  report  upon 
I'.i  prtilosy,  of  which  at  that  time  nothing  was 
kiK'«n.  Cilice  then  the  province  has  appointed 
as  'jfictal  geologist. 

I  wa*  TLTv  glad  of  the  task,  allliough  the  pecu- 
niary aid  with  which  I  was  to  prosecute  tbis 
joomey  uf  nearly  21>U0  miles  was  absurdly  small,* 


"  T«»ary.n»  poanrlt.     I  ■ 


[Dtion  thU  IB  perfcct  (ood  honMMt  i 
r  MBit-lMtbaroai  cmuitna  («  wy 
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something  like  Sir  Francis  Head's  outfit  for  his 
vice-royalty. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  the  North- 
west Company  of  Far-traders,  and  my  own 
limited  resources,  the  objects  in  view  would  have 
been  very  imperfectly  fulfilled. 

This  Company  very  handsomely  granted  me  a 
free  passage  in  a  light  canoe  to  the  Falls  of  St. 
Mary,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior,  by  which 
means  a  large  and  interesting  region,  rarely  visited 
by  scientific  persons,  was  laid  open  to  cursory 
inspection. 

As  I  shall,  in  the  sequel,  have  better  opportu- 
nities of  sketching  Lake  Huron  and  the  other 
parts  of  Upper  Canada,  I  shall  limit  this  excursion 
to  the  Rivers  Ottawa  and  Des  Francois,  with  Lake  . 
Nipissing,  premising  some  remarks  on  Montreal 
and  the  fur-traders. 

I  arrived  at  Montreal  early  in  May  to  join  the 
light  canoe ;  but  as  it  did  not  set  out  for  a  few 
days,  I  wandered  about  the  environs,  and  partook 
of  the  hospitalities  of  the  town.     The  picturesque 

expensive.  On  the  north-east  shore  of  Lake  Erie  I  paid  3/.  10#. 
for  being  taken  in  a  cart  sixteen  miles  in  five  or  six  hoars.  In 
1845  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  Canadian  House  of  Assembly  to 
appropriate  2000/.  annually  for  five  years,  to  make  an  accurate  and 
complete  geological  survey  of  the  Canadas.  An  experienced  and 
energetic  geologist,  Mr.  Logan,  was  appointed  for  this  duty,  with 
assistants.    His  services  have  already  proved  very  valuable. 
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I  Artik  klaad  of  Miiatral,  upoo  the  sontlt 
■  af  wUd  Ibe  metrDpoln  of  Oritisli  }ionh 
,  u  tUirty-twu  mileM  long  by 
>§rMHil  bmilUi,  and  with  a  somewluu 


I  of  MoDlreal  lUU  and  iu 
t  alloTbl  n^:o,  ihm  ialaad  is  tolenUj 
1  it  b  watorwl  hy  Msveral  mulctt. 

1  BiU  m  alnost  whoUj  of  basclt.  Thk 
ha«  rora  obtninTcIy  aboTc  tba  ftam»Ddiog 
I  of  lia>r>toO(?,  witliout  disturi}iD<;  their  hori> 
antalilj,  mail  has  lolidified  la  ilt  prc<>eut  form. 
\ot  oalj  ao,  bal,  ma  ia  Ten-  cnrious,  it  sendii  forth 
tnu,  ran,  or  ilyko,  from  ooe  to  fourteen  fcvt 
ikick,  wbich  mo  at  right  aDgles  with  the  tnoaotain 
a  mala  or  mon  mio  ihc  plains  around.  Maseea 
if  thaU  UiD^tnn".  nnd  i>iiii;)c  ihell*.  arc  sten  im- 
kcMed,  aiDti  um:Luu.^<.ii,  m  llic  Loaalt,  wliicU  U 
hoib  of  the  hoiiibleDde  and  augite  species.*  I 
IB  not  aware  ofaOTthiag  limilar  elsewhere. 

Montreal  Hill  alaioat  immediatel;  overioolu 
I'ot  Htj.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and  comparatiTely 
MTTvw :  iu  height  is  660  feet,  as  measared  by 
Ueatcaaat  -  colonel  Robe,  lately  GoTemor  of 
soath  Aastralia.     It  dipt,  on  the  east  and  aonth- 

•  rii  -TuiBiTliiii  iif    Tf '"-' — '  Hklgrr.Nwr 
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east,  precipitously  from  a  rounded  summit  of 
scantily  wooded  rock,  and  is  elsewhere  in  hum- 
mocks, or  steep  decliyities,  clothed  with  beech, 
maple,  and  fir.  The  sides  and  base  are  occu- 
pied by  orchards,  farms,  and  gentlemen's  seats. 
The  view  from  the  top  is  extensive  and  varied. 
To  the  south  it  is  much  the  same  as  from  Mr. 
M'Gillvray's  drawing-room  window ;  to  the  north 
it  exhibits  an  undulating  country,  well  cultivated 
but  woody,  with  glimpses  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Ottawa  ;  the  whole  bounded  by  high  lands 
trending  north-east.  This  "  Mountain,'*  as  it  is 
here  called,  is  a  striking  object  from  its  massive 
solitariness. 

Montreal  is  a  stirring  and  opulent  town,  with  a 
population  exceeding  50,000,  and  therefore  larger 
than  Quebec.  Its  inhabitants  have  always,  as  the 
Americans  say,  been  on  the  commercial  '*stam- 
pado."  *  They  are  enterprising  and  active, 
pushing  their  merchandise  into  the  most  remote 
wildernesses  where  there  is  the  chance  of  a 
market. 

Montreal  does  not  wear  the  heavy,  sleepy  air 
of  Quebec.  The  social,  easy-going  Canadian,  is 
suffering  from  a  great  invasion  of  Americans  and 

*  A  phrase  taken  from  the  stampado  of  the  bison  in  the  phtins. 
Vast  herds  meet  on  certam  occasions,  and  shake  the  earth  for  miles 
round  by  their  incessant  and  fierce  stamping. 
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BrTtiA,  wiw^  il  u  to  bo  conressed,  lutTe  pnrrnncd 
iWaaclva  of  Iba  balk  of  the  uppftr-couniry 
tmdv;  bat  Uie  Frtncb  Ubouring claw  is  atill  very 


lu  MUMtinn  sntl  iu  environa  are  very  bcautirul. 
Fern  pUcM  huTB  so  wlvanced  in  nil  tlie  Inxurtcs 
ami  oalbrtA  at  bigfa  civUiJiation  u  MontrcB],  or 
H  w  wdl  ■applied  witb  relif^iouv,  philanthropic, 
and  adantific  iuitilatioDS  in  full  activity,  incImliDg 
boUt  a  bo»pii«l  and  a  colle^  for  Protostiiiit!), 
bendea  tbe  rich  cdacational  eatabUshmfat  of  St. 
■Salptce  for  the  Romaa  Catholics. 

Tliia  towQ,  since  I  waa  first  there,  bas  been 
rrnorated — nay,  newly-bailt  and  greatly  extended. 
Some  of  the  •how->bopa  riral  thoM  of  London  in 
tb«ir  plate>(;laaa  window*,  and  its  inns  are  as 
rrmarkable  for  their  palatial  exterior  as  they  are 
for  tbeir  excellent  acconnnodalioo  within.  Its 
aia^iBcrnt  quays  of  wroaght  stone  which  line 
Uk  m.  Lawrence  arc  the  admiration  of  strangers. 

Tbe  main  cause  of  this  prosperity  is  tbe  rapid 
prupliti);  of  the  country  westward  and  southward 
for  WU  miles  and  more. 

In  184:^-43  the  population  of  Upper  Canada, 
■^trading-grouud  of  Montreal,  was  4U1,000  souls; 
^  IfrM  it  was  nearly  700.000.  To  this  we  must 
add  «  large  public  expenditure,  and,  doubtless,  « 
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very  extensive  illicit  trade  with  the  United  States 
along  the  frontiers. 

It  does  not  enter  into  my  plan  to  describe  the 
splendid  Roman  Catholic  cathedral  of  this  city, 
the  more  modest  and  yet  large  Episcopal  church, 
the  Nelson  monument,  and  other  public  buildings. 
They  have  been  well  represented  by  Mr.  Bartlett 
in  his  **  Canadian  Scenery." 

I  humbly  confess  my  error.  I  found,  but  did 
not  expect  to  find,  at  Montreal  a  pleasing  tran- 
script of  the  best  form  of  London  life  —  even  in 
the  circle  beneath  the  very  first  class  of  official 
families.  But  I  may  be  pardoned;  for  I  had 
seen  in  the  capital  of  another  great  colony  con- 
siderable primitiveness  of  manners,  not  to  mention 
the  economical  and  satisfactory  device  of  the  lump 
of  sugar  candy  tied  to  a  string  and  swung  from 
mouth  to  mouth  at  a  tea-party  in  Cape  Town,  not 
very  long  fallen  into  disuse  (1817). 

At  an  evening  party  at  Mr.  R 's  the  ap- 
pointments and  service  were  admirable ;  the  dress, 
manners,  and  conversation  of  the  guests,  in  excel- 
lent taste.  Most  of  the  persons  there,  though 
country-born,  had  been  educated  in  England,  and 
everything  savoured  of  Kensington.  There  was 
much  good  music.  I  remember  to  this  day  the 
touching  effect  of  a  slow  air  on  four  notes,  sung 


A  &IIIVU.  Ill 

If  %  fvart  vmot,  UMJ  MippoMf]  to  bo  a  fay  nm  ""fg 

e  a  «Bjude  araUtrj  in  Tutcnoy . 

h«d   ibc   pleasure  of  dinitii;  wilh  tba  then 
Aaapfajtrioa  of  Montnail  at  bit  feat,  on  a 

■maee  ander  tbe  iD«*uiilatu,  looking  aontit- 

a,  aad  laid  oat  id  pleaaure-groaads  ta  tlut 
■  Myle. 

TW  Twv  tnm  tba  dnwiiig>rooai  vratdom  of 
Aw  brp  and  beaotiful  tnaoBwn  b  extnunety  fine, 
a»  neh  and  fur,  I  feoltthlj-  thongbt,  to  be  out  ot 
my  BAtive  Et){;laii<t. 

CV»B  henralfa  jron  arc  tcatlcrcd  elegant  country 
■■Nala  enbowrvd  in  planlatiooa,  >nccecdcd  by  a 
•■■■d  of  orchanli  of  dc-liciou*  &]i)ilcs,  djirL-ading 
kr  to  ibe  ngtit  and  left,  and  hedging  in  the 
(fittcriag  cborefaea,  hoteb,  and  boaw-roofg  of 
MoBtnal,  whoM  principal  Mreets  run  alongside 
lb*  St.  Lawrence. 

To  the  left  of  the  town  nothing  partienlar  pre- 
tax* itadf;  but  to  the  right,  or  touth-west,  yoo 
have  tJhe  pretty  village  of  St.  Henry  cIom  under 
the  Meep  ridge  of  St.  PierrCi  and  then  the  railroad 
tmd  ^umI  leading  to  La  Chine,  passing  tbroogfa 
eap«a  and  hrms,  and  from  time  to  time  betrayed 
by  a  glaadng  loeomotiTe  or  the  broad  sail  of  a 

TW  vida,  taanltnoai  riTer,  and  the  island  of 
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St.  Helen,  come  next  into  view  beyond  Montreal^ 
with  the  opposite  shore  studded  with  white  dwell* 
ings,  among  which  the  large  village  of  La  Pj*airie 
is  conspicuous,  with  its  shining  church.  Directing 
the  eye  still  farther  south,  it  ranges  over  a  level 
and  populous  district  of  great  breadth,  till  arrested 
in  one  direction  by  the  fine  hill  of  Belceil,  and  in 
another  by  the  still  more  remote  and  lofty  moun- 
tains of  Vermont  and  New  York. 

Mr.  M'Gillvray  was  accustomed  to  entertain 
the  successive  governors  in  their  progresses,  and 
was  well  entitled  to  such  honour,  not  only  from 
his  princely  fortune,  but  from  his  popularity, 
honesty  of  purpose,  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  true  interests  of  the  colony. 

I  hope  to  betray  no  family  secrets  in  the  follow- 
ing little  sketch  of  the  doings  at  the  dinner-party. 

My  host  was  then  a  widower,  with  two  agreeable 
and  well-educated  daughters.  The  company  was 
various,  and  consisted  of  a  judge  or  two,  some 
members  of  the  legislative  council,  and  three  or 
four  retired  partners  of  the  North-west  Company 
of  Fur-traders.  Our  dinner  and  wines  were 
perfect.  The  conversation  was  fluent  and  sensi- 
ble, far  above  my  sphere  at  first,  about  large 
estates,  twenty  to  thirty  miles  long,  and  how  to 
improve    them    by    draining,    damming,    road- 


,  Mid  BO  fbitb — openlioiu  only  in  th« 
fmwwr   at  grmt   ea|MUlUa  who  ean  mit    for 

Fir  mjwiitt  »  jmog  bwo.  I  tutfined  meekly  u 
"dtfrwfimdUr  but  at  len^Ii  the  lalk  tum«d  lo  a 
■Ifwl  Bior*  attractive — tlic  Indian  fur  couotrtM, 
«■  «bo»*  ftontitn  1  waa  abiHit  to  wander. 

1  waa  w«U  placed  at  tablr,  between  one  of  ibe 

Mim  M '•  and  a  aingular-tooking  peraon  of 

ikoat  ftfty.  He  wn  pbUoljr  dmaed,  qniel,  and 
•krrvasl.  Uu  Bgore  was  *hort  and  compact, 
tmi  U»  Uaek  hair  was  worn  long  all  ruiind,  nnd 
Ml  aqsan,  as  if  by  one  stroke  of  the  sbcars,  just 
•faova  tlie  eyebrows.  Ilts  cou)i)l«xion  wrm  of  the 
(ardcner's  mddy  brown,  while  the  expression  of 
kis  deeply- furrowed  features  waa  friendly  and 
iaielligrat,  bat  bia  eat-sbort  nose  gare  bim  an  . 
•M  look.  HU  epeech  betrayed  the  Wetshmaa, 
tliboo^  be  left  bis  natire  hills  when  Tery  yooog. 

1  nigfal  have  been  spared  this  description  of 
Mr.  Darid  Thompson  by  saying  be  greatly  reaetn- 
Usd  Carrso  the  Irish  orator. 

He  was  astronomer,  first,  to  the  Hndson's  Bay 
Coapany,  and  then  to  the  Boundary  Commission, 
I  afterwards  travelled  mach  with  hira,  and  bave 
aow  ««ly  to  speak  of  him  with  great  respect,  or, 
I  oagfat  to  say,  with  admiration. 

!(•  living  person  possesses  a  tithe  of  bis  inbrm- 


114  AMBGDOTB8. 

ation  respecting  the  Hudson's  Bay  countries,  which 
from  1793  to  1820  he  was  constantly  traversing. 
Never  mind  his  Bunyan-like  face  and  cropped 
hair ;  he  has  a  very  powerful  mind,  and  a  sin- 
gular faculty  of  picture-making.  He  can  create 
a  wilderness  and  people  it  with  warring  savages, 
or  climb  the  Rocky  Mountains  with  you  in  a 
snow-storm,  so  clearly  and  palpably,  that  only 
shut  your  eyes  and  you  hear  the  crack  of  the 
rifle,  or  feel  the  snow-flakes  melt  on  your  cheeks 
as  he  talks. 

The  two  other  north-westers  were  elderly,  busi- 
ness-like Scotchmen,  strong-featured  and  resolute. 
One  of  them  (of  great  frame  and  stature)  was  lite- 
rally driven  from  the  Indian  territories.*     These 

*  He  was  a  leading  partner  of  the  North-west  Company  of  For* 
traders,  stationed  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Saskatebawine. 
Unwittingly  he  offered  what  was  considered  a  great  insult  to  the 
child  of  a  powerful  Indian  chief,  who  was  expected  home  that 
night.  A  people  which  has  its  meat  chewed  beforehand  by  old 
women  may  have  extraordinary  notions  of  honour.  Mr.  M— — 
was  advised  to  take  fleet  horses,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  and  flee 
for  his  life ;  and  so  he  did,  although  one  of  the  bravest  of  men. 
He  struck  into  the  rocky  wUdemess  towards  the  Arctic  circle,  and 
there  hid  himself  for  six  months,  living  perhaps  upon  his  horses. 
He  let  his  beard  grow,  and  finally  crossed  the  American  continent 
as  a  Canadian  boatman,  in  white  capote,  green  tasselled  belt,  and 
ostrich  feathers  in  his  hat.  When  the  chief  heard  his  child's  stoiy 
he  pursued  with  all  his  tribe,  but  in  wrong  directions  —  towarda 
Canada,  the   llocky   Mountains,    and   into  the   southern  plains* 

Mr.  M never  returned  into  the  fur  countries.     A  few  year* 

ago  he  was  deputy-lieutenant  in  a  Highland  county  of  Scotland. 


AltaCDOTlH.  lis 

•MalriM  an  wmelitnct  nilcd  Rupert's  Uuid; 
Abt  ftojrapbj  and  productions,  the  romantic 
moinU  of  s  fnr-tntler'*  \ito  in  hunting  and 
ji  bule.  bciog  tbeo  quite  pet  subjects  at 
FlleBiiial  The  rest  of  ilie  evening  was  pasaed, 
tl»  mj  gnml  content,  iu  litt^niug  to  iIm 
•Wh  aboat   tfaem  by  oDa  or  other  o(  the  com- 

\  Mr.  Tbonpsoo  told  as  that  in  bis  youth  h«  bad 
mnmi  owler  Sir  Alexander  Mackeuue,  on*  of 
A*  fm  to  craw  the  American  conlioont  in  thess 

iuiutde*  (owwilune  every  week  in  thv  yt-iir)  ;  and 
W  tpoke  Tuy  bi|cbly  uf  bis  eudiirauce,  skill,  and 
bniery.  He  said  that  Mr.  Koderic  M'Kenue, 
tbea  a  clerk  in  the  Nortli-wesl  Company,  an 
iaJastrwus,  melbodical  nun,  irroie  the  history  of 
iW  for-lradc  in  Mackenzie's  toIuiuc  of  travels; 
mi  that  be  himself  <Mr.  T.)  furnished  the  geo- 
(rapbtckl  sketch  of  the  north- west  territories, 
with  alterations  by  Sir  Alexander ;  some  of  which 
■r*  iaacnifmle,  «a,  foe  instance,  the  introdactioa 
moa  ibe  map  of  ioiaginary  hills  between  tha 
t.    ,•    ir,  i    .-..'Ulchftwinc   RifiT.. 

Mr.  Tbompsoo  gave  some  curious  historie 
sated 01  es,  shewing  how  Dr.  Franklin  obtained 
tbe  Idc^  inronoation  which  enabled  him  to  ob- 
Mia  so  &Toarsble  a  boundary  line  between  the 
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Canadas  and  the  United  States  from  Mr.  Oswald, 
the  British  commissioner.* 

Dr.  Franklin  was  indebted  for  this  to  Peter 
Pond  9  a  native  of  Boston,  United  States,  an 
observing,  enterprising,  unprincipled  Indian 
trader  in  the  regions  beyond  the  great  lakes. 
This  person  obtained  great  influence  over  his 
voyageurs  by  mingling  in  their  carousals,  by  his 
ability  and  courage.  With  the  quiet  foresight  of 
a  New  Englander,  he  noted  down  the  topography 
of  the  countries  he  visited,  and  with  the  help  of 
Mr.  Cuthbert  Grant,  then  a  young  clerk  in  the 
trade,  made  a  tolerable  map  of  them.  But  such 
was  his  violent  and  rapacious  disposition,  that  he 
was  taken  out  of  the  fur  countries  for  at  least  one 
murder.  The  sufferer  in  the  first  case  was  a  half- 
pay  German  officer  named  Wadanne,  much  liked 
by  the  Indians,  and  therefore  in  Pond's  way.  He 
was  trading  with  a  small  outfit  from  Government 
and  a  permit,  as  was  then  the  practice. 

At  a  portage  called  Isle  h,  la  Crosse,  Pond  and 
a  confederate  agreed  to  get  rid  of  him.  It  was 
effected  thus.      They  invited  Wadanne   to  sup 

*  The  natiiral  point  of  departure  ^m  Lake  Superior  for  the 
boundary  line  is  the  River  St.  Louis  at  its  upper  end.  This  would 
have  been  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  in  securing  to  her  the 
Upper  Missouri,  &c.  &c. 
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■ilh  Acm  aloae  in  their  tent.     Over  their  cup* 

dMeoa^inton  engiged  in  ■  fierce  mock  quar* 

M:  ImA  taxed  thnr  gun*.     Wadanne  tried  to 

— Jinie.  and  ««i  acadtntaUi/  shot  in  the  Kuffle. 

Bii  tliigt»<l»ne  ma  broktn,  and  be  died  a  fe«r 

iaj*  after.     Hra.  Wadanne  was  dose  b; ;    bat 

I  fta  HMcbicf  waa  don«  before  mUc  coald    inter- 

\  Im.    I  «aw  ber  daughter  aderwarda  at  Fort  La 

lfWt(J.  J.  B.)>*     Pond  was  brought  down  and 

I  lidpd  in  Montreal  ^ol,  but  wia  acquitted  for 

waM  of  riridcnw?. 

Tbe  Montreal  tuerclmnU  fumiihrd  liim  with  an 
flvtfit,  and  he  rrturavd  to  the  north-wrst  coun- 
Irm,  wintcrinf;  in  Athabasca,  nrar  a  fart  belonging 
ta  a  Mr.  Rom.  Porter  punned  hii  usual  royetcring, 
ffaadarisfr  carver.  Ho  (wrsnadcd  liia  men  to  rob 
Mr.  Rom  of  a  toad  offura  iu  0(<«n  day.  In  the 
(■on*  of  ibe  allrrcalion  Mr.  Kou  was  thot,  really 
^  aeetdpnl,  from  a  gun  in  the  hand  of  a  voyagatr 
mo^  Pi-chj.  Pond  was  blamed,  and  again 
Uoucfat  to  Montreal. 

While  the  lawyer*  were  disputing  for  some 
Moatha  whether  the  Crown  had  jurisdiclioo  io 
t^e  Iludflon's  Baj  territories.  Pond  broke  out  of 

■  RailMa'i  B*T  C«mfaj 
nj  OTCi  tb*  I^iM  eontriM,  rapin*.  dranlUB- 
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his  wooden  gaol,  and  escaped  into  the  United 
States.  There  Franklin  picked  him  up.  It  is 
understood  that  Pond  was  poorly  rewarded, 
Franklin  tried  to  employ  him,  but  in  vain ;  he 
was  untrustworthy  and  intractable. 

Mr.  Oswald  signed,  it  is  said,  the  Boundary 
Treaty  without  the  necessary  information.  A  few 
hours  afterwards  some  Montreal  gentlemen  ar- 
rived to  supply  his  deficiencies.  During  his 
interview  with  them  Mr.  Oswald  shed  tears. 

A  couple  of  years  after  this  an  Indian  trader  of 
Montreal,  arriving  from  England  at  Boston,  acci- 
dentally heard  of  Pond  being  there.  Calling  at 
his  lodgings,  he  found  Pond  at  dinner,  with  two 
or  three  other  people.  As  soon  as  Pond  saw  him, 
up  he  jumped,  seized  a  carving-knife,  and  swore 
he  would  stab  the  first  man  that  touched  him. 
•*  Oh  ! "  said  the  trader,  "  I  do  not  come  to  arrest 
you,  but  only  to  have  a  little  fur  gossip."  "  I  do 
not  believe  you,"  cried  Peter ;  "  the  sooner  you 
leave  the  room  the  better  for  you."  The  gentle- 
man took  the  hint.  Pond  also  left  the  town,  and 
was  next  heard  of  at  Philadelphia.  He  died  in 
poverty.  His  son  was  lately  a  blacksmith  in 
Lower  Canada.* 

*  After  this  was  copied  from  my  notes,  I  found  part  in  Mac- 
kenzie's "  History  of  the  Fur  Trade  ;**  but  my  information  it 
derived  as  above,  and  is  much  fuUer. 


SAXCIDO  TVtAtiAirn.  IIS 

1!W  g«m»  at  tlie  wino  uMc  aoir  joined  the 
^  Mmp  li«  eafte,  «hea  di>e  of  tbc  Mim  M'GUI. 

VMf  called  In  Mr.  M .  utl  insitied  upon  bis 

■mny  a  wild  vtyageur  aung,  "  Le  premier  jour 
Jr  Mai,"  platio^  the  vpirit(>d  lane  ou  the  pfamo  at 
A*  tU^M  tiaw  with  oae  band. 

Aaa  oODnnaDdMl,  Mr.  M sang  il  a*  tmljr 

tk«  tnw  wyag"^  can  do,  iiuilating  (he  action  of 
d  ia  tlii-ir  high,  risanodiRg,  and  yet 
■ea.  Hit  jiractifted  vuica  imahkd  bim 
•a  |p««  at  tbc  Tariiina  iwclla  and  fall*  of  soands 
■pOQ  the  waten,  driTen  about  by  the  winds,  di»- 
ycned  and  Bofiened  in  the  wide  expanses,  or 
broo^t  cloae  agaio  to  the  ear  by  nei|;hbouring 
rarka.  He  finiabed,  as  ia  usual,  with  the  piercing; 
Indian  abri«k.* 

Wbca  thia  waa  over,  and  the  lady  had  obeyed  a 
call  to  tbc  piano  frankly  and  well,  a  gentleman 
»ak*d  Mr.  M'Gillrray  what  truth  there  was  ia  the 
•eeouats  of  the  dancing  pheasania  in  the  north- 
v»t,  adding,  that  althoagh  he  was  at  first  incre- 
4iliniT.  be  could  scarcely  remain  ao  aAer  Mr. 
GoaU's  statementa  reapecting  the  pastimes  of  the 
bower-bird  of  Australia. 

Here  oar  friend  Mr.  Tbompson  aaid  be  bad 
rtpcatedly  stnmblcd  upon  what  might  be  called  a 
It's  ban,"  among  the  glades  on  the  east* 
TW  aw*  M  b  Um  Appwdii. 
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em  flanks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  those 
grassy  countries  the  almost  noiseless  tread  of  the 
horses'  feet  (unshod)  sometimes  is  not  noticed  by 
the  busy  birds ;  but  the  intruder  must  not  be  seen. 
**  The  pheasants  choose  a  beech/'  said  Mr.  T» 
''  for  the  dance,  a  tree  with  boughs,  seyeral  on 
the  same  level,  and  only  full  leafed  at  their  ends. 
The  feathered  spectators  group  around.  Six  or 
seven  pheasants  step  on  the  trembling  stage,  and 
begin  to  stamp,  and  prance,  and  twinkle  their 
little  feet  like  so  many  Bayaderes,  skipping  with 
*  balancez  et  chassez '  from  bough  to  bough ;  or  they 
sit  with  curtsey  and  flutter,  arching  their  glowing 
necks,  and  opening  and  closing  their  wings  in 
concert ;  but,  in  truth,  the  dance  is  indescribable, 
most  singular,  and  laughable.  When  it  has  lasted 
ten  minutes,  a  new  set  of  performers  step  forward, 
and  the  exhibition  may  last  a  couple  of  hours."* 

*  The  following  extract  confirms  in  a  remarkable  manner  tfii« 
account  of  the  pheasant  dance.  It  is  taken  fh>m  Schomburgh's 
"  Third  Expedition  into  the  Interior  of  Guiana/'  reoenUy  pub- 
lished in  the  ''Journal  of  the  Royal  G^graphical  Society  "  (z.  235). 
"  Not  hr,**  says  Sir  Robert,  ''from  a  high  peak,  called  Arapami, 
near  the  River  Kundanama,  while  traversing  some  mountains,  we 
saw  a  number  of  that  most  beautiful  bird,  the  cock  of  the  rock,  or 
rock  manaldn  {Rupicola  elegant)  ^  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing some  of  its  very  singular  antics,  of  which,  though  I  had 
heard  stories  from  the  Indians,  I  had  hitherto  disbelieved  them. 

"  Hearing  the  twittering  noise  so  peculiar  to  the  rupieola^  I 
cautiously  stole  near,  with  two  of  my  guides,  towards  a  tpait 
secluded  from  the  path,  from  four  to  five  feet  in  diameter,  and 
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I  to  have  been  at  ibe  time  greatly 
i  by  thu  Hory;  bat  ire  aw  it  baa  been 
*tnSmi,  M  wrtl  u  uother  as  incredible,  from  the 
MBc  gcDtleiiuui.  He  told  na  that  in  the  far  nortb- 
wtM,  near  the  Arctic  circle,  the  ice  form*  over 
a  rirvr,  and  the  water  somfitiatea  dcserta  it«  bed. 
There  ia  a  dry  channel,  with  a  high  arch  of  rough 
ice  OTCffaead.  linled  white,  grcan,  and  earth- 
etioared,  i£  the  bank*  are  loAy.  He  aiud  be  bad 
tiavelled  for  the  beat  part  of  a  mile  in  tiach  a 
rannel,  tiin|>ly  b««aiiu!  it  wai  the  b«st  road.* 

■taA  iffMnd  la  bar*  bfcn  dcwad  of  mrj  bUda  ol  gnu,  >d4 
■  iiHil»>yh»*— Und*. 

"Thmtw^  mwm  ooc^  et  tba  nA  c^criiv  to  tbt  appMMt 
a^Sfftaaf  HMnlotkan;  bow  ipnadlag  iti  wingi,  thnwing  qp  Ha 


impanicd  bjr  t  bopping  gut  andl 
ta^  vWb  k  pbblad  Mac  kiad  of  nota,  ud  iDother  idierad  Um. 
T^  An*  af  ihas  nccaMTdr  took  the  field,  and  tbn  witb  kIT- 
^fnhrtte*  witkdra*  to  icat  oa  ooc  of  tb>  low  Inacbea  Boar  tfa« 

-*  V«  k^  BBMliI  tea  neki  u>d  two  hcai  of  the  paitj,  whoi 
•>  imklat  of  *a*c  wood  on  which  1  hul  wTcntBiMtd;  pUnd 
■7  tat  afaraad  aad  diapaned  thli  danrinf  conpanj." 

Mf  aMM  A«a  Mr.  Thnwipni  wm  wrtttea  acHiia  jraara  bafan 
I  Ml  wttk  tk  B.  Btfceibarth'i  Banatna. 

■  -  J— d  of  Boyal  tkognphkal  Sodaty  of  London."  ti-  119. 

Ban*  Wncal.  whOa  ridlai  to  tha  Borth  of  Takatak.  ia  latitada 
A'.  •■«  a  laria  rtna  i  tha  tea  MiUlly  irrlB(  wair,  ha  waa  thrava 
farwwdb  Md-opad.  bat  Ui  hone  want  aader.  Ha  waa  laiMiHi^ 
*B  hn  <#  y*  MMd.  whM  tha  Yakatakk,  tu^tunc.  loU  Uaa  tk* 
kVB  «■■  mt  aalj  lA  bat  dfj  i  and  aTantaaltT.  -ban  Ika  laa  w« 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  passed 
a  very  agreeable  evenuig.  Our  host  was  a 
large,  handsome  man,  with  the  pleasant,  suc- 
cessful look  of  the  men  of  his  habits  and  mode 
of  life.  I  hope  that  what  entertained  me  will 
entertain  others. 

The  North-west  Company  of  Fur-traders  origin- 
ated in  the  year  1783,  from  the  united  stimulus  of 
gain  and  adventure.  It  was  scarcely  possible  to 
abstain  from  endeavouring  to  share  in  the  appa- 
rently enormous  profits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  Furs  from  the  north-west  were  daily 
sold  in  Montreal,  at  a  profit  of  from  1000  to  2000 
per  cent  upon  the  prime  cost  among  the  Indians. 
It  was  eagerly  believed  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
charter  did  not  include  the  vast  extent  of 
country  then  and  now  claimed  by  that  Company, 
which,  for  all  the  grantors  knew,  might  in  truth 
have  been  salt  water — a  portion  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

A  number  of  young  men,  chiefiy  of  good  Scotch 
families,  able,  daring,  and  somewhat  reckless  per- 
haps, formed  themselves  into  a  company  in  order  to 
traffic  in  the  forbidden  land  in  spite  of  the  char- 

and  that  the  animal  was  standmg  upon  the  perfectly  dry  bed  of  tiie 
river. 

Similar  streams,  some  rather  large,  others  fed  only  by  superficial 
springs,  are  now  not  unknown  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  and 
one  haa  been  mentioned  by  Sir  John  Richardson. 
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tf  tbar  own,  to  uiKlcncll  and  bpartl  the  old 
I  pMfAc  Wbca  <ii*ptiii:«  ■roM',  u  was  sure  to  do, 
A*  pwintr  of  tbc  new  coiicrm  wns  nlwnys 
y  ■  ■  ■  !■  --;■■■  I  I"  ih"-  pi-i'i|.  niakiTic  it  a  ppr- 
■M&l  a&ir.  In  fact,  tbe  qniet,  inky-fingered 
drrfc  of  tbe  old  Company,  expecting  only  hit 
poor  MlarT.  waa  no  match  for  tbe  fiery  youth 
vbo  worked  on  ibare*. 

Not  only  did  the  North-west  Company  dispute 
rfally  tbe  known  banting-grounds,  bat  they 
strong  partie«  Ur  beyond,  down  the 
Fnaer,  Peace,  Thompson,  Columbia,  and  other 
rn«n,  rrcn  to  the  Arctic  circle  and  the  Uussian 
imumiom  to  America. 

Tbe  Mlvmture  was  mceesaful.  Every  year 
hn«gbt  with  it  enlaiged  operations  and  acces- 
in  of  cftpitAl.    Tba  early  part  of  this  eentoiy 
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found  the  North-west  C!oixipany  almost  irre^ 
sistible  in  Canada — an  extensive  purchaser  in 
her  markets,  employing  thousands  of  her  popu- 
lation, and  enriching  all  connected  with  them. 

During  the  last  war  with  the  United  States 
they  sent  into  the  field  three  regiments  of  hardy 
voyageurs^  of  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand 
men  each ;  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  Britiak 
Government  required  such  countenance  and 
succour. 

Every  device  was  used  to  stimulate  their  agents 
in  the  Indian  countries  to  unusual  exertions.  A 
scale  of  ranks  and  emoluments  was  introduced, 
— occasional  furloughs  granted  to  enable  the 
successful  to  enjoy  themselves.  The  celebrated 
Beaver  Club  of  Montreal  was  established  as  a 
point  of  recreation  and  of  union,  and  where,  I 
have  been  told,  on  certain  great  occasions  the 
last  plate  put  on  the  table  before  each  member 
held  a  cheque  for  a  sum  of  money. 

I  noticed  that  the  members  of  the  North-west 
Company  were  often  relatives.  This  arose,  I 
doubt  not,  from  the  enticing  descriptions  which 
were  sent  into  the  Scottish  Highlands,  from  time 
to  time,  of  the  adventurous  life  of  the  wilderness, 
of  hunting  and  war,  of  alternate  indolence  and 
desperate  toil,  and  lastly  and  particularly,  of  the 
acquisition  of  splendid  fortunes. 
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A  CfsMmle  Indian  tnder  »  nu  ordinary  loan. 
Ic  ic  a  loUlier-niprchani.  and  anilrs  ihs  gal- 
mttrj  of  the  ooe  with    the    shrewdneas   of  tho 

J1«U«]  wu  tbcn  ibe  brut  place  for  seeing 
'^i»  doM  of  parvona,  a*  ^t.  lA>ui«  at  Uie  moutli  of 
MiMPori  ia  at  pment.  What  sailors  are  at 
wtta  tbcjr  are  al  these  places,  'lliey  spend 
kt,  fiaj  all  the  fraaka,  prank*,  and  street- 
and  originate  all  iba  current  whimsi- 
bat  ibu  b  their  brief  holiday:  when 
iLcT  tarn  thtlr  laces  westward,  op  stri-ain,  their 
■lasrrv  change. 

Tbe  Indian  trader  ia  m  bold,  aqoare-ehested, 
o^rt  nan,  ■oo-bamt,  with  extraordinary  long 
Intr  ^  a  defence  agaioM  mosquitoes.  He  is 
aqaaBjr  at  home  oo  horarback  or  in  the  canoe — 
■de&tigmbl*  when  needful,  careless  of  hent  and 
OpU.  and  brave  aa  steel,  as  though  he  hore  a 
ckanacd  life,  in  conntrtes  wherii  tbe  Queen*s 
writ  aearwly  mns,  where  the  law  only  of  per- 
•mhJ  aatboriiy  takes  effecl.  Often  he  ba»  not 
o>1t  le  contend  with  tbe  Indians,  and  to  right 
baaelf  on  ib«  spot  with  artirr  tmdem,  but  he 
kM  to  A^ht  hia  own  men  hand  to  band.     Kind- 

Iavs.  Tigoar,  and  sagacity,  usually  render  but  one 
Mdi  afiur  neetssary. 
It  Ud  bwone  cridept  in  1816,  and   before. 
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that  the  competition  of  the  two  companies  was 
injurious  to  all  concerned,  that  their  strife  was 
deyastatiog  the  fur  countries,  and  that  their 
mutual  attacks  (on  one  occasion  sixteen  Scotch- 
men and  Englishmen  were  massacred)  would  be 
tolerated  no  longer.  They  cannot  have  desired 
the  continuation  of  such  a  state  of  things.  An 
amalgamation  therefore  took  place  in  1821  ;  and 
all  has  been  peace  since  that  period,  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  all  parties,  and  most  so  to  the 
Indians; — although  it  is  true  that  these  last  are 
only  the  hunting-slaves  of  a  company  of  whites 
in  Leadenhall  Street. 

At  length  the  day  of  departure,  the  20th  of 
May,  arrived.  Together  with  a  pleasant  young 
clerk  of  the  North-west  Company  I  left  Montreal 
in  a  long-eared  calash,*  drawn  by  two  stout 
black  horses,  for  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ottawa, 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  island  of  Montreal — there 
to  embark  in  the  light  canoe. 

The  main  business  of  the  canoe  in  which  I  was 
granted  a  seat  was  to  convey  Mr.  Rocheblave,  a 

*  It  is  like  an  English  gig,  but  much  stouter,  the  horse  farther 
from  the  body  of  the  carriage ;  and  this  allows  of  room  for  the 
driver,  whose  seat  rests  on  the  footboard.  Instead  of  doors,  like 
our  phaeton,  it  has  high  sides,  for  warmth  and  other  reasons. 
The  driver's  seat  and  the  board  which  supports  it  fall  by  means  of 
hinges  when  the  passengers  get  in,  and  the  board  and  seat  are 
then  hooked  up  again  to  their  place  when  the  driver  mounts. 
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ia  the  Nortb-we«l  Companr,  aod  hn 
dirk,  to  Fort  William,  ia  Lake  Superior;  and 
M.  TafacAOt  B  Uomui  Catholic  priMt,  and  my- 
tM,  10  the  Stmiu  of  St.  Mary,  the  ouUvt  of 
Ike  above  lake,  atid  ntjr  fiirlbeet  point  on  thw 

Btov*  (ooo  Rl  La  Chin«,  and  were  trotting 
■■  pwd  road  which  tkirts  the  shores  of 
II  Loot!,  when,  lo  tuy  ^rcat  gmtilieation, 
I  not  gone  &r  before  we  luund  the  abore 
viib  aat-b«illoiDed  boat*  filled  with  «iz 
CiB|«-  >c*  uf  the  08Ui  IJght  In&iilry,  oil  tl>(>ir 
way  •<•  RJngttoa  in  Canada  Wc«t. 

MmI  of  the  offii  fn  were  walking  leisurely  on 
Aenad,  aoioe  itf  the  juniors,  bowerer,  Etanding 
aaelaa  the  Mem-tliwartA,  pole  in  hand,  making 
mfeeteUe  proof  of  their  river-craft. 

TW  offieera'  wivn  were  in  boata  with  awiiiiige 
— ainiag  rool  and  luippy.  while  the  soldierv, 
tar^  ba^ga^  and  womankind,  crowded  the  other 

l»eap«rieo«  in  a  tlrong  opponng  currrot  ii  aa 
had  M  ia  taking  a  cro«P-eoiintry  ride.  So  oar 
iiimim  fcaivd  it, — eapccially  in  rounding  a  point, 
«Wa  too  often,  in  fpite  of  cUmorous  wantings 
Jaaaaiinldi .  tbe  boat's  bead  wotild  bo cati;;bt  by 
Ac  atrcuB ;  and  away  she  would  dart  Quebec- 
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wards,  to  the  gremt  amasement  of  all  but  the 
principals  concerned. 

Massing  along  an  endless  string  of  white  cot- 
tages,  with  dome-shaped  ovens,  and  primitiTe 
wells  by  their  sides,  we  arriyed  at  the  pretty 
Tillage  of  St  Clair,  when  another  spectacle 
awaited  us.  For  some  miles  previously  we  had 
noticed  that  all  the  houses  were  shut  up.  Thia 
was  now  explained. 

A  sudden  turn  in  the  road  shewed  us  on  a  long 

low  point,  advancing  into  the  lake,  with  a  grove 

and  a  church  at  the  end,  drawn  up  before  a  large 

wooden  cross,  a  large  procession  in  honour  of 

Ascension  Thursday.     Foremost  stood  a  body  of 

stoled    priests,  with  their    acolytes   dressed    in 

%vhite,  with  blue  sashes,  and  behind  them  a  pro* 

longed  file,  four  deep,  of  neatly-dressed  females, 

having  among  them  a  tall  red  banner;    while 

tlieir  male  friends  stood   behind  in   less  orderly 

array,  and  looking  wistfully  at  sky  and  water,  as 

if  their  minds  were  elsewhere — perhaps  in  the 

young    wheat-fields.     I   was    surprised    to    find 

among  these  good  men  the  same  rustic  style  of 

dress  as  in  Normandy  —  the  same  short-waisted 

blue  coat  and  brass  buttons,  the  immense  flapping 

shirt  collars,  and   the    same    high  and    heavy 

broad-brimmed  hat. 
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1W  •eene  vu  bcaotirul,  isj  esllnl  oot  many 
botli  u  m  Chmtima  and  •  \ovrr  of  lb* 
pim,    [|  woald  bare  just  Hiit«d  Ptlerd* 
—  TiiU   of  qniet  heavy  idums   of  foliage, 
ia  the  (mUtretehio^  ibadowi  of  a  dMlinin|f 
bat  cbeerrd   by  the   pilgTim   group,   llieir 
',  ib«  cfanrch,  and  tb«  wide  waters  spark- 
fti^frvoi  afiir. 

Wm  jogged  on  Bine  mora  milca.  past  8t.  Anne'a, 
nJihaii  i1  bjr  the  poet,  to  Clialraa-brillaot,  a 
«nll  tnrt,  renereble  in  ruin*,  overlooking  froin  a 
aaaad  tbe  Narrowt  at  Ui«  moulli  of  the  Onaira. 
ft  ia  o»erptT>wii  with  try  and  yoang  trees,  and 
aia  esce    meant    to  ovemire   the   netghbuuring 
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Tke  only  qnickaet-bedge  I  rvrr  taw  in  Canada 
aKBV  Ml  the  little  lartn  cIom  to  tlii«  rain. 

Oar  raymyno-M  were  to  have  awaited  U8  at 
CUtcaa-brillant ;  bat,  vave  far  our  own  thuuls,  all 
^a  atiD  awong  ita  thadowa.  Helnrning  a  coaple 
ftmlLm,  we  foaad  tbmn  at  Furbci*  Tavern  ;  and 
Aiy  aaid,  fenootb,  that  aa  good  Catholks  iliey 
tmU  Bot  hal  May  to  ai»Ut  in  the  holy  proccMioa 
■t  eclair. 

I  waa  DOW  introduced  lo  onr  leader,  M.  I{i)che- 
Vm*,  a  aen'rar  partner  of  the  Nortb-wenl  Coai- 
|My,  •  tall  dark  Frenchman,  with  a  itoop.  bom 
■  Hew   Orieaos.     I   foand    him  well  informed. 
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obliging,  and  companionable.  He  would  bare 
been  more  so  daring  tbe  first  few  days  of  oar 
TOjage,  but  be  had  been  only  very  recently 
married. 

Let  me  not  forget  M.  Tabeau,  the  cur6  of 
Boucherville,  a  stout,  rosy,  happy-looking  priest 
of  middle  age,  of  nnaffected  and  eyen  polished 
manners,  fond  of  music,  and  reasonably  so  of  good 
living.  He  was  (and  I  hope  still  li?es)  a  good 
man,  and  had  nothing  of  the  livid  complezi<m 
and  gloomy  pugnacity  of  many  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  in  England. 

I  have  already  mentioned  Mr.  Robinson,  the 
clerk.  At  once  I  felt  that  I  was  fortunate  in  my 
com{)anions,  and  took  my  seat  in  the  canoe  at 
Forbes*  Tavern,  not  a  little  excited  by  my  new 
position,  and  by  the  romance  (to  me  at  least)  of 
ascending  almost  to  the  source  of  the  lovely  and 
beautiful  Ottawa. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  premise  that  the  Ottawa 
is  throughout,  and  in  many  points  of  view,  an 
interesting  river.  It  is  always  very  broad — 
from  half  a  mile  to  two  miles — and  five  hundred 
or  more  miles  long;  for  Lake  Tematscaming  is 
not  its  source,  but  only  an  expansion.  It  is  not 
so  much  a  river  in  the  English  sense  of  the 
word,  as  a  chain  of  lakes,  or  long  sheets  of  quiet 
water,  twenty,  thirty,  and  sixty  miles  in  length 
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mA,  eoBBccted  bj  DBrrow*  Bud  nipidv,  by  which 

em  iu  w»y  through  high  and  rocky 

hmi»  IB  ■  series  of  oirades  and  fcMtning  ci 


TW  eotratria  Bdjacent  wDl  soon  b«  the  seat  of 
ftlkrmng;  population,  for  iber  cecm  for  ibe  inott 
|Vt  fcttiJe — fit  for  Cither  pa^tum^  or  armble. 
on  the  Ottawa  are  tww  found  two 
miln  above  Monlrml,  and  tbey  are 
Mr.  Sb«rUf  reports  that  the  region 
Lake  Ntpissin^  Bn4l  tho  upp^r  part  of 
t^  Ottawa  i)  a  wrlUtinib^rcl  hi(;fi  tnblc-laiid, 
iaritoiif  tba  laboan  of  the  poor  but  dilicrt-iit 
medrr.  TI>e  Utiawa  haa  long  liera  ttie  cliief 
mot  of  the  luinberer,  who  supplies  England 
vilfc  (CVc**  i{uauttt>e4  of  pine.  Nowhere  bare  1 
■SB  •«cb  loAy  and  Ur)re  firs  as  un  the  Otuwa. 

itmr  ^moe  wa»  tbirty-aiz  fett  loof;,  sharp  at 
mtk  ^ai,  six  feet  wide  in  the  middle,  and  made 
sf  hirck  bark,  in  sfaaeta  sewn  together  with  vpy^- 
liUa  fibsw,  awl  the  •cams  caDinied  np  e\o»<r. 
TW  alas  arc  ttrvngibeoed  and  steadied  by  fnnr 
•r  as  iiisw  Iwii  lasltKl  lo  tba  rim  of  the  canoe, 
mi  Ak  tnasde  u  protected  by  vli-ndcr  ribs  of  a 
ifkt  wnod,  but  the  bottom  only  by  a  fvw  loose 
pies.  It  ta  calbid  a  light  canoe,  or  "canot 
kW."  becaose  iatended  lo  go  swiftly,  and  to 
Wry  only  praristont  and  pertoual  baggage.     Ita 
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usual  complement  is  nineteen — that  is,  fifteen 
paddlemen  and  four  gentlemen  passengers;  the 
latter  sitting  each  on  his  roUed-up  bed  in  the 
middle  compartment. 

The  North-west  Company  provided  munitunu 
de  bouche  on  the  most  liberal  scale — port,  ma« 
deira,  shrub,  brandy,  rum,  sausages,  eggs,  a  huge 
pie  of  veal  and  pheasants,  cold  roast  beef,  salt 
beef,  hams,  tongues,  loaves,  tea,  sugar,  and,  to 
crown  all,  some  exquisite  beaver  tail.  The  men 
were  provided  well  in  a  plainer  way,  and  had 
their  glass  of  rum  in  cold  and  rainy  weather. 

I  was  disappointed  and  not  a  little  surprised 
at  the  appearance  of  the  voyageurs^.  On  Sun- 
days, as  they  stand  round  the  door  of  the  village 
churches,  they  are  proud  dressy  fellows  in  their 
parti-coloured  sashes  and  ostrich-feathers ;  but 
here  they  were  a  motley  set  to  the  eye :  but  the 
truth  was  that  all  of  them  were  picked  men,  with 
extra  wages  as  serving  in  a  light  canoe. 

Some  were  well  made,  but  all  looked  weak  in 
the  legs,  and  were  of  light  weight.  A  Falstaff 
would  have  put  his  foot  through  the  canoe  to  the 
**  yellow  sands"  beneath.  The  collection  of  faces 
among  them  chanced  to  be  extraordinary,  as 
they  squatted,  paddle  in  hand,  in  two  rows,  each 
on  his  slender  bag  of  necessaries.  By  the  bye,  all 
their  finery  (and  they  love  it)  was  left  at  home. 
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Ooa  Buu)*>  r«ce.  witli  m  lBT]ge  Jewish  now,  scenied 
to  hjiTc  hecn  •qa««t«>l  in  a  vic«,  or  to  Unvc  patseij 
tbnxti^h  m  flxtteniDg  machine,  it  w&s  like  a 
checvc^ntbrr— all  edge.  Another  bad  one  nostril 
hitteo  oS.  He  proved  the  buffoon  of  the  party. 
Be  had  the  eatraurdinary  faculty  of  uotyiog  the 
■trin^  ot  bia  fikce,  as  it  were,  al  pleanirv,  when 
hit  fftariii  &I1  iota  confasion  —  Into  a  craxnl 
efaaoa  almoat  frightful ;  bis  «ye,  too,  lost  ita  usaal 
n^ificsnce  :  bat  do  man's  cauulcoance  (barring 
&e  bite)  waa  fuller  of  fan  and  fancies  than  bis, 
when  he  liked.  A  third  man  bad  his  features 
wrrncbcd  to  the  right — exceedingly  little,  it  is 
true ;  but  the  effect  was  remarkable.  He  had 
be«a  flapped  on  the  face  by  a  grisly  bear. 
Another  was  a  short,  pauochy  old  man,  with  vast 
featare*,  but  no  forehead  —  the  last  man  I  should 
have  selected ;  but  he  was  a  hard-working  crea- 
lare,  nsually  called  "  Passe-partout,"  because  be 
bad  been  cTCrywhere,  and  was  famous  for  the 
weight  of  fish  he  could  devour  at  a  meal.  He 
knew  Um  fUvoor  of  the  fish  of  each  great  lake, 
jost  aa  the  maa  who  bad  been  ordered  by  Boer> 
faaavc  to  live  on  broth  made  of  grass  came  to 
koow  the  field  from  whence  it  was  tekcn. 
Except  tbe  younger  men,  their  faces  were  short, 
thin,  quick  in  their  expression,  and  mapped  oot 
in  farrowf,  like  tboae  of  th«  sanday-less  Parisians. 
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Nothing  coald  exceed  their  respectful  and  oblig- 
ii^  behaTioor.  The  same  most  be  said  of  aD  of 
this  class  with  whom  I  had  anything  to  do. 
Their  occupation  is  now  gone — gone  for  them 
the  hot  chase  of  the  bnfialoy  the  fishing-spear^ 
and  echoing  clifis  of  Lake  Huron.  I  look  upon 
them  with  the  same  mysterious  awe  and  regret 
as  I  should  do  on  the  last  Dodo  or  Dinomis,  the 
ultimate  vestiges  of  a  lost  race.  Our  worthy 
priest,  M.  Tabeau,  while  on  shore,  shook  every 
vayageur  by  the  hand  kindly,  and  had  a  pleasant 
word  for  each.  We  then  embarked  at  thirty 
minutes  past  three  p.  m. 

As  soon  as  we  were  well  settled  down  in  our 
places,  and  the  canoe  began  to  feel  the  paddles, 
Mr.  Tabeau,  by  way  of  asking  a  blessing  on  the 
voyage,  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  sounded  forth  a 
Latin  invocation  to  the  Deity,  and  to  a  long  train 
of  male  and  female  saints,  in  a  loud  and  full  voice, 
while  all  the  men,  at  the  end  of  each  versicle, 
made  response,  "  Qu*il  me  benisse.'' 

This  done,  he  called  for  a  song;  and  many 
were  gleefully  carolled — each  verse  in  solo,  and 
then  repeated  in  chorus,  north-west  fashion.  Of 
such  use  is  singing,  in  enabling  the  men  to  work 
eighteen  and  nineteen  hours  a-day  (at  a  pinch), 
through  forests  and  across  great  bays,  that  a  good 
singer  has  additional  pay.     The  songs  are  sung 


KlPtMIICO  TILLAGE.  136 

vdh  tat^t  and  main,  at  the  top  of  tb«  Totce^ 
tiaad  to  the  paddle,  which  makes  about  fifty 
Mnikca  to  •  minute.  While  Hearing  habitations, 
■■HUig  riMaH  of  water,  and  during  rain,  the  song 
h  load  and  long.  Tbc  aira  I  Bupposo  to  be  an- 
rf^tt  Flraaefa.  Thej  an:  often  titv  bcanliful. 
Kw  oad  Ibca  thi:  wunU  an:  evidently  Cana- 
[  dka,  Uk«  tbe  one  which  comuicmomtes  the 
f  4mMk  of  a  woyagna-  at  ihv  Falls  of  La  Montague 
fahoii  we  itkall  ikm<d  be),  or  that  in  which 
Am  ItfTOr  «aU>baU  tlM  ImIjt  h>  Ay  with  him  and 
hide  among  the  wild  and  verdaot  isles  of  the 
Otuwa. 

The  current,  as  we  ascended  the  Ottawa  (open, 
or  spotted  with  islets,  bj  turns),  from  Forbes'  Ta- 
Tcni.  was  ftn)ag  against  ns;  but  in  an  hour  and 
a  half  we  arrired  at  the  prettj  Indian  village  of 
the  L*ke  of  the  Two  Mountains,  which  stra^les 
over  and  about  a  sort  of  green,  with  mounts  of  sand 
behind,  overhung  with  woody  hills.  The  Nipis- 
iin«,  or  Witch  Indians,  inhabit  the  left  hulf  of  the 
iiilage,  in  neat,  painted  houses  (so  they  looked 
St  a  distance) ;  hut  the  other  half,  belonging  to 
the  Iroquois,  seemed  desolate  and  neglected.  I 
(appose  they  were  still  at  their  winter  hunting 
pvaads.  Aa  we  skirted  close  past  the  churchy 
«k>ch  is  near  the  water-side  and  in  the  centre  of 
the  (illagc,  we  saw  silting  on  a  gravestone,  under 
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a  lofty  elm,  the  old  priest  Humbert,*  with  his 
large  serious  features,  in  cassock  and  sombrero. 
Singular  to  say,  Mr.  Bartlett,  in  his  '*  Canadian 
Scenery,"  has  given  us  the  self-same  picture,  taken 
some  years  after  my  yisit. 

At  the  further  end  of  the  villas^e  we  delivered 
a  bag  of  silver  money  to  a  trader  of  the  place. 
There  gathered  near  us  a  group  of  dark,  hand- 
some, gipsy-like  men,  wrapped  in  blankets  with 
scarlet  borders ;  filthy,  ugly  women  ;  and  frolio 
some  children,  all  peaceable,  and  pleased  to  gaze 
upon  us.  The  strange,  uncouth  spot,  the  bandit 
faces  and  dresses^  made  me  think  I  was  at  the 
world's  end. 

Half  a  mile  above  this  village,  we  encamped 
for  the  night  in  a  wood  of  tall  beeches  and  elms. 

The  gentlemen  occupied  one  small  square  tent 
of  thin  canvass,  pitched  by  their  own  hands,  as  the 
custom  is.  We  soon  had  a  roaring  fire,  took 
tea,  and  lay  down  to  sleep. 


Lulled  by  the  sound  of  far-off  torrentSi 
Charming  the  still  night." 


My  bed,  a  blanket  folded  four  times,  was  near 
the  entrance  of  the  tent.  As  I  lay,  I  could  see 
the  gleam  of  the  rippling  waters  hard  by ;  and 

*  His  brother.  General  Humbert,  commanded  the  French  in 
their  invasion  of  Ireland,  in  1798. 
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Ike  wamn  of  k  lantly  aammer'a  nigbt  were  among 
Ac  inc-top«.  The  rmfogguri  were  aaleep  in  llieir 
Minlicto  KToaod  the  fire ;  ooe  nlone  was  up  and 
ahoal.  OS  watcb,  and  cooking  their  next  day'a 
mtp'     Bactm"  W  >trcwn  in  all  dirvctions. 

Wa  baud  at  a  litile  after  two  in  the  ntomtn^, 
•wiUm  yat  daHt.  the  load  and  startling  shout  of 
"AJvta!"  aod  in  a  (ew  uinule*  Me  were  afloat 
4B  lh*  broad  bowm  of  the  rirer,  lierc  called  the 
lakm  of  the  Two  Monntatns,  twenty  mile*  long, 
aad  raaehing  to  Point  Fortune,  at  the  foot  of  the 
I  Lf'^-;  Saiilt  I(a])idi,  of  which  ve  »poke  in  our  laat 
Eieoraion. 

We  breakfasted  some  diitauce  higher  than 
Poiat  Foriane.  While  thus  comfortably  engaged, 
tonte  men  in  great  haste  came  and  inquired  if  we 
kad  aeen  some  timber  rafts  driving  down  the 
Kreaai.  Truly  had  we — in  the  boiling  rapids, 
koth  aboTc  and  below  us,  dashing  along  at  a  pro- 
drjKius  rate,  and  sure  to  be  broken  to  pieces  on 
ik*  rocks.  They  had  escaped  from  their  fasten- 
ia^«,  while  the  men  were  at  a  tavern  three  miles 
hi^bcr  op. 

Our  canoe  now  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the 

riter  and   landed  her  gentlemen,  in   order   the 

krticT  "lo  force"  the  rapids,  which  are  long  and 

I     Mroag.  and  particularly  violent  at  a  bend  where 

I     ax  lrD>)uoiB  had  beeo  drowned  a  few  days  before, 
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by  the  breaking  of  their  tow-rope.  The  river 
being  this  season  eight  feet  above  its  usual  leyel» 
the  rapids  were  unusually  yehement,  and,  in 
places,  the  woods  around  were  flooded. 

We  walked  the  nine  miles  to  the  head  of  the 
Long  Sault  Rapids,  through  swamps  and  woods. 
To  avoid  wading,  Mr.  Robinson  and  myself  struck 
deep  into  the  forest,  lost  ourselves,  and  wandered 
about  uneasily,  until  we  came  upon  a  decent  Iog>- 
house  in  a  small  clearance  (township  of  Grenville). 
After  some  rapping,  the  door  was  opened  by  a 
very  handsome  tall  young  woman,  with  auburn 
hair,  tidily  dressed.  I  inquired  our  way.  She 
shook  her  head  without  a  smile.  In  great  sur- 
prise— for  she  looked  British  all  over — I  addressed 
her  in  French ;  but  I  only  got  another  shake  of 
the  head,  when  her  brother  appeared,  and  told 
us  that  they  were  Highlanders,  and  that  his  sister 
could  only  speak  Gaelic.  He  put  us  in  the  right 
way  for  the  head  of  the  rapids.  These  people 
were  dissatisfied,  and  longed  for  the  hills  of  Blair 
Athol— almost  the  only  instance  I  ever  met  with. 

We  regained  the  river  Ottawa  opposite  the 
Hamilton  Mills,  and  found  our  friends  at  Major 
M'Millan's,  a  considerable  landowner,  waiting 
for  the  canoe.*     One  of  the  Major's  children  had 

*  A  summer  or  two  after  this  I  spent  a  fortnight  at  a  charming; 
encampment,  a  few  hundred  yards  bdow  Major  McMillan's,  of  two 
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a  halfpenny :  I  wnt  down  after  it  Mine 
and  dry  bread,  but  I  coulil  not  wait  liia 
tftfL  Wc  moan  aflvrwards  embarked,  and  mada 
•  ifvirk  Bsd  merry  dinner  on  the  grass,  half  a 
ada  above  tbc  Majur  I,  and  paddled  np  the  splen- 
td  ifcirt  of  water,  *ixty  mile«  long,  which  leads 
%  Am  UU  of  ibc  Kidnu  and  Cliaudiere,  to  the 
iMi^  of  Uttll.  and  now  to  the  far  more  impor- 
!■*  flaet.  Bytown. 

6bc*  I  Made  tUa  canoe  royagv,  the  country 
hv  hm»  wodi  Mttl«d,  and  one  or  two  steamboats 

^■^■■■rfltBlHffCai^lkaioaufraFtltitthcareii Tills  Canal, 
»  atmi  ^m  Vmg  BmU  BarU*.  I  puwd  tt»  iaj  in  g«>lngisin(, 
s  ti^—*";  la  (Iw  EUitun  nf  Ivu  iui-uaiiiliab«I  sa- 
>.  sho  imd  aairied  olSeeri  of  thia  cotpa. 
:  happT  C^kM  oT  Col.  Robe,  thai  ■  itndiDai  aad  lealaw 
■  tks  iwcfnl  rrgiment.  I  wiih  I  had  time  to  deacnbe 
T  knai-bkc  Imta  at  the  officen,  and  other  droll  mak*- 


Tte  iBtf  Corps  sw  ben.  I  thiali.  two  woaiotn.  Ona  day 
!(««  B«cUo«t  Stntt  (aatlur  of  "  Trend*  in  Candu  and  R|Min"}, 
&n  ■  ^■■■t  fovac  nb,  made  a  d«*h  iolu  the  melancb'iljr  wooda, 
■MA  W  ^  (^  ^*ck  of  ^  teat  and  eiUaded  to  the  Antic 
OmM.  Till,  wiik  bim  a  aaUkr,  ba  went  almoal  due  nortfa  far 
n^tj  ^ba.  amaa  riTm.  inmian  woodi,  rocki,  and  hiUa,  and 
ittr^^  &r  U>ia  He  na  maaj  dap  out,  a>d  retnntcd  what  Ua 
rwa^iM^M.     HaiMadal«xB4apaBtafid»>ba(«. 
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navigate  this  lake,  as  we  may  call  it,  daily ;  bat 
at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of,  it  was  chiefly  in  a 
state  of  nature.  The  gentle  accliyities  on  all  sides 
were  covered  with  forests  of  hard  wood — thos 
indicating  a  fertile  soil ;  but  the  signs  of  man 
were  rare.  They  were,  a  little  pirogue,  with  a 
man  and  a  girl  in  it,  creeping  close  in  shore ;  or 
the  hut  of  a  family  arrived  last  autumn.  A  punt 
stands  before  the  door,  a  plank  is  pushed  a  little 
way  into  the  river,  and  there  fastened,  to  draw 
water  from;  and  perhaps  you  may  see  a  thin, 
scanti]y-clad  female,  dipping  a  vessel  into  the 
stream.  Pig,  ox,  or  cow,  they  have  not  yet  ac- 
quired. They  subsist  on  the  potatoes,  pumpkins, 
and  maize,  which  have  been  planted  among  the 
stumps,  with  a  little  salt  pork.  About  twenty- 
live  miles  from  Hamilton  Mills,  at  nine  p.  m.,  we 
arrived  at  La  Petite  Nation,  a  seigniory  of  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-six  settlers  in  1842,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau,  the  celebrated 
agitator.  We  found  his  brother  there,  in  a  goodly 
house,  on  an  island  surrounded  by  a  wide-spread 
inundation.  Here  we  pitched  our  tent  for  the 
night,  and  invited  Mr.  C.  Papineau  to  sup  with 
ns.  He  was  a  dark  quick-eyed  man,  with  a  small 
hooked  nose.  As  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
good  purveying  of  a  light  canoe,  our  society, 
perhaps,  was  not  his  only  inducement  to  join  us. 
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TW  mtxt  d«7  we  w«re  ofT  tiy  three  a.m.  (May 
SX  mad  in  the  conrM  of  llie  day  pusecl  over 
Airty  Bnlc*  of  broad  witent  buried  in  denso  fo- 
MMl  JiMt  before  wt  landed  to  dine,  near  the 
knaa  of  an  American  farmer,  we  overtook  five 
fcariad  cKDoea  of  tbe  Norlh-wr«t  Company,  wilh 
tttj  nea.  At  toon  a>  they  were  in  sight  we 
I^^B  t»  •iaft  ukI  when  abreact  there  wm  a 
Ipriy  odMAge  of  traveller*'  wit  between  tbe 
ptiim.  While  tre  were  at  dinner  oar  friends 
|Hm4  tt>.  and  ^m^  uoitt  itweetly,  with  a  full 
Aorwa  of  all  the  crews --distanci;  sofleiiing  dawn 
UT  CitfcaN'inal  har»li  nolc  from  a  novice. 

Tbe  American  bad  been  at  this  large  clearance 
io»e  yean.  He  had  cows  and  horses,  and  no 
sBall  sabstaDce.  1  saw  five  or  six  stout  fellows 
shoot  the  premises,  and  some  hearty  girls  — 
"  Madges  of  the  milking-pail."  The  mother 
chattered  b«t  to  us  during  oar  meal,  and  wished 
to  bay  oar  broken  victuals,  although  they  seemed 
ia  good  case.  Mr.  Rochebtave  gave  them  some. 
I  was  sorry  to  see  an  idiot  boy,  fifteen  years 
oU,  going  about  with  literally  nothing  on  him 
b«l  a  rery  dirty  calico  shirt. 

The  huul  around  had  been  slowly  rising  from 
oar  dioiBg>placa ;  and  at  six  or  eight  miles  from 
theK«  we  cuiM  to  a  bend  of  the  river  to  the  right 
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(cMtV  T1ut»  €f  eoune,  we  followed,  and  soon 
b^dd  ma  ■ncoMiaoo  landscape. 

We  were  at  die  lower  aid  of  a  reach  two  miles 
long.  At  die  western  angle  of  its  upper  end  the 
Bidean  Fall  le^is  into  the  Ottawa  in  two  massy 
ahe^s  of  water,  from  a  height  of  sixty  feet,  and 
about  a  hundred  yards  apart.  They  are  of  un- 
equal siie :  the  larger  perhaps  three  hundred  feet 
broad,  the  smaller  one  hundred  feet — the  larger 
also  being  guarded  by  a  high  precipice  crowned 
widi  pines.  An  island  divides  them.  The  en- 
Tirons  in  almost  every  direction  are  covered  with 
great  pines,  stripped,  blackened  with  fire,  and 
pointing,  needle-like,  far  into  the  sky.  The  ex- 
treme distance  behind  the  Falls,  and  to  the  north, 
visible  to  us  on  the  river,  rose  into  uplands  and 
hills,  also  covered  with  fired  pines. 

Such  was  this  scene  in  1821,  when  man  had 
only  begun  his  changes.  Bytown  has  been  built 
since  near  these  falls ;  gigantic  locks  and  a  very 
large  canal  are  close  to  it.  A  great  part  of  the 
tra£Bc  between  Montreal  and  the  upper  country 
was  expected  to  pass  through  these  works ;  but 
this  route  has  been  neglected  since  the  St.  Law- 
rence Canal  has  been  finished ;  the  latter  being 
the  shorter  and  more  economical  line  of  trans- 
port.    The  Rideau  Canal  will  be  of  little  use, 
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spt  ilariag  WKT.     Tlib   intpresting  Undteapa 
w  vcsr*  BDotker  kind   of  beauty,  which  I 
m  aqnkitei;  well  tnaaturreii  to  {wprr  bj*  Mr. 

laing  our  coune  up  the  reach,  dcltghlcd 

!  h^b  and  ofWa  rockjr  tceoery,  a  strong 

r  eddy  dnm  tn  np  a  Dairow  pasa  among 

■  bat  for  joangfinio  tbechd^.    Three 
oow   piwtlHad   thanwdves  ;    the  tooat 

OS,  to  ovr  left,  diaphtyed  a  brottd  halt- 
Mfid,  lulteaKade,  awmping  down  among  isleta 
rft'«ac«.  Tlic  iniilJIt'  iuisMiges«enieJ  vt-rj  iwrrow, 
■btbI,  aiiii  cuiivtwd  nnaj  in  a  stale  of  creumjr 
b»m  the  waters  of  the  Kettle  Fall  (the  Chaa- 
dierc  proper),  while  the  near  or  right  passage,  in 
whjcfa  ottr  canoe  waa  dancing,  led  by  a  winding 
nwte  to  a  rocky  core,  where  we  landed  for  the 
pc-rtage,  luaally  two  hundred  yards  long. 

While  on  the«e  turbulent  waters,  we  were  snr- 
prifcd  to  find  ouradvei  amid  a  complete  armada 
of  Urge  canoes  (twenty-two),  belonging  to  the 
North-wMt  Company  ;  and  ten  or  twelve  la- 
booring  in  the  billows  belonging  to  the  Iroquois 
of  the  Village  of  the  Two  MonnUins,  on  iheir 
rvtara  from  the  winter  hunt,  with  their  fcuiilies, 
fan.  dogs,  tte.  Being  very  fond  of  finery,  moat 
«f  tbem  were  gandily  dressed  in  scarlet  coats, 
brMd  siWer  hatbands,  and  fringed  It^gingi.    The 


144  HULL. 

greater  number  were  tipsy,  especially  one,  who 
rolled  rather  than  walked  down  a  steep  footpath, 
very  drunk,  loaded  with  furs,  and  nearly  threw 
me  into  the  river.  The  clamour,  jargonings,  and 
confusion,  rising  up  on  all  sides  in  this  mixed  and 
impetuous  multitude,  cannot  be  described. 

When  we  had  mounted  the  landing-place,  we 
stood  on  a  platform  of  naked  rock.  On  our  right, 
on  slightly  rising  ground,  and  backed  by  wood^i 
was  the  village  of  Hull — half-a-dozen  good  houses 
and  stores,  a  handsome  Episcopal  church,*  and 
many  inferior  buildings.  Before  us  was  the 
river,  nearly  a  mile  broad,  and  sweeping  through 
the  forests  in  strong  rapids  towards  the  Falls.  One 
hundred  yards  on  our  left  was  the  Kettle  Fall, 
with  the  disappointing  look  of  a  mill-dam,  and  a 
fall  of  thirty  feet.     A  long  and  severe  thunder- 

♦  From  the  church-tower  I  looked  over  the  whole  region  around ; 
then  to  the  west  and  north-west,  a  waste  of  waters  and  woods. 
Northwards  and  eastwards  Mr.  Wright's  farms  are  close  about  us, 
and  then  the  forests.  Mr.  Willis  (Bartlett's  **  Canadian  Scenery'') 
says  the  hills  behind  Hull  are  900  feet  high.  I  doubt  this.  In 
the  direction  of  By  town  there  are  extensive  clearances,  from  the 
great  population  assembled  there  for  commercial  purposes. 

LMat.*col.  Robe  made  a  charming  sketch  from  this  tower  daring 
a  Tiait  I  afterwards  made  with  him  to  the  deposit  of  iron  ore  in 
this  neighbourhood.  The  sketch  I  gave  to  the  present  excellent 
British  Consul  of  New  York.  This  iron  deposit  is  five  miles  north 
0^  HnlL  It  was  brought  into  view  by  the  falling  down  of  a  part 
of  the  mound  on  which  it  occurs.  We  were  guided  to  it  by  a  blaze 
iatltt  woods. 
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«»B  pmcalMl  »«  from  exsmioing  il  properlj:. 
I  mm  the  (>rkff>)  liglitning  strike  «  |>ine-stuiup 
ttw  rartte  off.  i^  greatly  increaaed  was  the  flood 
■i  iW  river  naca  the  day  before,  that  we  were 
Uajcd  bcrc  three  or  four  hoars,  and  bad  to  make 


Ob«   docriptioD   of  tile    Toyageitr's    melbod  of 

fammmf%  portage  will  suffice.    'Flic  whole  cargo 

•  ^Hiribated  ioto  loads  of  9611m.  weight  eacb. 

5s  na^  ankle  a  allowed  to  weigh  mure.     Of 

liftr  eaci)  rcya^eur  taken  one,  two,  or  iliree  at 

^i^  lo  tbe  further  end  of  the  portage,  if  it  be  not 

Wo  iamf,  and  at  a  slow  trot,  with  llie  knees  much 

^  toA.  Mopping  for  a  few  minates  every  half  hour, 

Aii  KM  being  technically  called  a  pipe.     The 

Ind  H  naile  to  rest  upon  the  bead  and  shouldet* 

If  asaaa  of  a  broad  ilrap,  which  paue«  over  tbe 

The  canoe  is  carried  most  tenderly  on 

sbonldcrs  of  six  men,  and  is  pushed, 

oa  beds,  up  Irdges  and  precipices.    The 

carry  their  own  small  arlicles,  and  any 

which  lumy  cunie  lo  hniid,  sucli  as  polc«, 

kcttl.-,   &(-.       Our   »{  UK  \--t  the  lid 

U  ««r  kettle,  whereby  we  suffered  more  incon- 

leasfnee   than   can  be  readily  conceived.      The 

I      t'mi   IS  usually  as  bad  at  possible,  orer   fallen 

I     trtM.     shppery     rocks     and     rirulets,    through 

I     aanbn  and  dense  woods. 

I  TOt.  I.  L 

k  J 
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At  seven  p.m.  we  made  our  final  start  i 
Hull,*  and  were  towed  up  some  temporary  ra 
for  a  couple  of  hours,  so  close  to  the  bank  a 
be  brushed  by  the  foliage,  when  we  encampec 
the  night  in  a  little  glade. 

Here  we  found  waiting  for  the  mom  b 

*  Mr.  Philemon  Wright  came  here  m  1806.  He  is  a  Ix 
from  the  United  States,  and  brought  with  him  capital,  talen 
many  hard-working  settlers.  He  is  (or  was)  a  plain  little  m 
oonstant  motion,  teaching  and  being  taught — a  true  pioneer,  i 
thusiast  in  reclaiming  and  cultiTating  wild  land.  He  has  pers 
brought  over  from  England  the  finest  ramS|  buUs,  oxen,  cow 
hones  money  could  procure.  He  has  three  or  four  extensire 
in  his  own  hands  in  the  rear  on  the  river  Gatineau,  and  has  a 
numerous  and  I  believe  thriving  tenantry.  He  has  buUt  the  g 
part  of  Hull.  He  was  so  good  as  to  shew  me  the  tree  under 
he  slept  on  the  night  of  his  arrivaL  I  felt  that  the  tree  was  d 
rable,  in  a  manner  sacred,  and  that  I  was  in  the  presence  of  i 
siderable  mind ;  not  perhaps  able  to  figure  in  a  ball-room,  bu 
to  gather  and  nourish  a  happy  population.  The  schoolmas* 
the  place  was  his  factotum,  a  quiet  shrewd  person,  of  like 
agricultural  impulses  with  Mr.  Wright.  They  passed  one  ' 
at  Quebec  in  a  small  lodging,  probably  to  obtain  some  fiici 
other  from  Government.  Both  master  and  man  lived  in  a 
of  their  own — ^not  in  the  present,  but  in  a  great  future.  A! 
time  at  midnight  have  I  passed  their  little  window  (without  a 
and  saw  them  with  one  poor  candle,  compass  and  pencil  at 
poring  abstractedly  over  a  MS.  map,  elbows  on  table,  and 
heads  firmly  clasped  in  their  palms ;  the  fire  extinct  in  the 
most  probably,  in  that  intensely  cold  climate. 

Mr.  Wright  has  an  excellent  house  at  Hull,  where  he  ai 
large  household  live  plainly  and  plentifully.     There  I  drar 
with  him.     We  had  also  beefsteaks  and  cold  boiled  peas : 
have  partaken  of  things  as  incongruous  in  one  of  the  best  Q 
families  of  Philadelphia. 
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M  Bad  eight]r  EOjri^nn  belonging  to 

o'l  Bkj  Compuiy.    Onr  leader  wmniad 

[MBM  <)iiBtT«lling  with  their  odglibirara. 

It  w«B  an  aaeodth  toenc.    There  ww  a  Mral- 

ordc  of  canoe*  turned  over  oa  tbc  gnus  to  deep 

,  with  bUzing  firae  near  Ibem,  sttrrotiBded 

I  kf  m^gur-loaklof^,  luag-haired  men,  in  blanket 

li,  mai  ootricb  frathcn  in  their  hnts,  sinoking 

MMkinf;,    and    fseding  ibo    6rM.      I  parti* 

[  alarl;  notioed  one  lai^  Mjoare  man,  squat  OQ 

t  w«  in^iUDil,  with  K  bit  of  lt>oking-glBM  in  his 

ad,  iatcnily  tratchtnj;  his  wife,  a.4  thv  carefully 

■bad  oat  hi*  long  jettj'  bair,  DDdiBtnrbed  b;  a 

>ryi  ram,  wliicli  tlir  powerful  fire  did  not  ]>ennit 

to  pcBctrate. 

May  23d.     The  weather  hai  changed  :    it  ii 
wry  eoid,  and  will  snow. 

We  tet  off  in  the  dark  at  ibree  a.m.     I  bad  the 

Miacabk  addition,  to  the  usual  comforts  of  thete 

ezpeditioos,  of  stepping  nearly   knee-deep  into 

:hc  water  (iced  in  lUe  north),  a  stone  from  which 

1  waa  stepping  into  the  canoe  haTing  unkindly 

nUcd  oter.     My  bat  was  also  soon  aftcrwarda 

kaocked  overboard  by  a  paddle,  and  restored  to 

me  6dl  of  water. 

Dayliffht  fciund   nt  on    the  Chaudic-re   Lake, 

1     '.hirtv  miles  long,  and  varying  in  breadth  from 

K    We  lo  two  mila,  taming  westwards  at  its  upper 
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endy  and  filling  with  population.  The  banks, 
richly  wooded,  were  often  high,  and  faced  with 
little  beaches  of  yellow  sand.  A  mile  from  the 
north  shore  a  range  of  hills  presented  them- 
selves. 

At  nine  a.m.  we  breakfasted  among  the  rank 
grass  of  a  deserted  clearance.  It  being  Sunday, 
Mr.  Tabeau  had  the  tent  set  up  ;  and  he  dressed 
an  altar  within  it  with  crucifix  and  candles,  little 
pictures,  and  clean  linen  cloth.  With  his  singing- 
boy  and  bell  he  performed  a  religious  ser\'ice,  all 
the  voyayeurs  kneeling  round  the  tent  door  with 
great  seriousness.  I  was  glad  to  see  this.  Roman 
Catholic  light  is  infinitely  better  than  unbelieving 
darkness.  One  thing  struck  me  at  the  time^ 
that  while  the  common  run  of  Protestants  seem 
ashamed  of  the  simple  but  sublime  and  comfort- 
able truths  found  in  the  Bible  only,  the  various 
superstitions  are  openly  and  proudly  confessed, 
beginning  with  Mariology,  and  ending  with 
African  Fetishism. 

Leaving  this,  and  paddling  along  on  the  south 
side  of  the  lake,  we  not  long  afterwards  arrived 
within  two  miles  of  the  splendid  Falls  of  the  Chat. 
Saving  always  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  we  had  be- 
fore us,  in  the  exaggerated  state  of  the  river,  the 
finest  burst  of  waters  I  have  seen  in  America. 

We  were  at  the  apex  of  a  triangular  sheet  of 
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Before  Dfl,  K  cnnple  of  miles  oW,  w«s  % 
t  half  ft  Inigne  long,  and  for  tlie  mo«t  part 
1  by  »  m&Mf,  TolumiiiDua  caUract,  forljr 
I  aisiy  fMt  high  in  portiona,  ru«hiaft  don-n 
•  ■  lamer  coa-atrj  tkrotigh  the  interraUorpiuy 
111 ;  tbc  remainder  of  lliU  batr-Iiite  on  the  ewt 
■f  a  barrier  of  roclcs  and  tree*,  niih  twc>  ainall 
I  blU  al  tb«  rcry  end,  forcing  a  devious 
t  Uiroiogb  thick  foliage. 
Mr.  BartliU  baa  not  done  jastioe  to  the  main 
atar»ef ;  bat  1  doubt  not  the  «prini;-f1oodi  added 
(naiiy  at  ibt*  liiue  lo  the  niagniticcnce  of  the 
Iff « I II  li  The  IUv<!r  <Jttair*,  like  nil  ntn'uiiis 
fitan  ib«  nonh,  is  liable  to  freAhets  from  the  rapid 
Mrltiog  of  snow. 

Tbe  billoTTT  tumult  of  the  widened  stream  con- 
tinnes  for  some  distance  belotr  the  principal 
cmtaraci ;  but  our  skilful  steersoiaii  conducted  ui 
^•laagerous  as  it  appeared)  delightfully  across  it, 
his  men  answering  his  signals  of  hand  and  eye  as 
protnpt  as  ihought.  We  soon  landed  at  the  por- 
lac*,  at  tbe  foot  of  the  smaller  falls,  so  well  deti- 
fttaicd  by  Bartlett. 

Here,  screened  by  huge  masses  of  rock  and  by 
mpp^e,  we  found  an  Indian  hut  filled  with  men, 
*)«aws,  and  children,  all  Mtonishingly  dirty, — and 
vitb  Mcb  long,  filthy  finger-nails  I  It  was  a  scene 
of  Bo«c  and  eonfusion  ieldon  equalled ;  cascade* 
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thanderiog,  voyageurs  toiliDg,  children  screaming, 
ladies  (!)  begging,  and  dogs  barking. 

We  soon  clambered  up  the  rugged  height  before 
us,  the  men  pushing  up  the  canoe,  stage  by  stage, 
supported  on  our  beds. 

But  now  began  some  very  nervous  work  for 
two  hours.  The  river  was  so  swollen  and  furious, 
overleaping  its  banks  into  the  adjacent  woods, 
that  previous  experience  was  at  fault.  We  placed 
the  loaded  canoe  in  the  water  some  yards  above 
one  of  the  two  narrow  falls,  and  had  pushed  off, 
when,  to  our  dismay,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  we 
found  that  we  were  being  sucked  into  the  cataract. 
I  shall  never  forget  the  fright,  nor  the  eagerness 
with  which  we  soon  clutched  at  some  willow 
boughs,  and  were  saved.  Two  Indians  had  been 
drowned  that  week  near  the  same  spot. 

We  could  not  venture  on  the  river  itself,  full  of 
islets  there ;  its  current  was  above  our  strength. 
We  therefore  crept  with  exceeding  slowness 
through  the  woods  by  temporary  channels,  and 
crossing  basins  when  favoured  by  eddies.  Great 
was  the  skill  and  coolness  of  our  men,  ill-favoured 
little  folk  as  some  of  them  were.  In  a  moment 
wo  shot  across  one  very  dangerous  pass,  all  hands 
clinging  to  the  trees  for  safety. 

At  length  we  reached  something  like  Stillwater, 
to  the  great  content  of  all ;   not  excepting  our 
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r  print,  «lto  had  been  perpetually  catching 
Mtreea,  Bad  TocifcnitiDg,  "  llauw !  baowt"  u 
IbAbs  aqoismlont  to  <mr  own  etun^ic  "  Go  H  t 

B«KinB(t  an  inomlaled  mUuhI,  eompowd  or  fine 
vtaH  asrWe,  «c  dinMl.  The  men  dried  thcni- 
■Im*.  bad  tbeir  elm  of  mm,  mraeirnae  nf  port, 
wmi  mil  w««  cheer;  agnn.  At  thU  place  we.  found 
!■«  HsdMia'a  Bay  canoea  nrparrinj^  dntnajres. 
Tkia  i>  chiefly  done  by  patching  «rith  tnrcli  bark, 
aad  tmalkitn;  with  gum  from  n  ct-rtain  kind  of  fir 
faaad  ikroogbuat  North  America,  which  aoftena 
^idcr  beat,  hardens  in  citntaet  with  water,  and 
a^Wra  with  f^reat  force  to  birch  Inrk. 

TW  Uadaoa'fl  Bay  p4^opfe  went  oS  first ;  but 
w«  BBOB  orertook  tbem,  unging  m  we  drew  near, 
«h^  a  nwe  hcf^it,  which  after  a  ttbori  eonlMt  we 
w^.  1,  -,  »«iv  liu'ht.  M.  Itocheblare,  wnking 
i;  ;   1  :    iH'  r  •liiini'f  dn>9ni   ut   the  shoul  of 

noorr,  wai  not  plcued. 

We  bad  now  entered  Lake  Chat,  flixteen  miles 
im^  by  one  or  two  broad  (Mr.  Sheriff),  and 
eaa^cd  iu  •onthem  ihore  crowded  with  trees. 
We  Mw  •ome  tcanty  opcninga  in  the  woods.  Not 
im^  after,  the  Chief  Macnah  with  some  of  his 
dan  establiabed  themselves  here. 

H«re  and  there,  especially  on  the  north  aide  of 
^  laka,  aasaU  fertile  tslanda  are  Kattered. 
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My  information  respecting  this  lake  and  that 
of  the  Chandi^re  is  but  scanty.*  It  rained  inces- 
santly ;  our  heads  were  under  a  large  tarpaulin. 
To  prevent  being  stifled  every  now  and  then,  I 
peeped  out  and  scanned  the  neighbourhood.  The 
youngest  man  of  the  crew,  a  handsome,  gallant 
fellow,  sat  behind  and  next  to  me.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  him  naked,  save  a  pair  of  linen 
trousers,  in  the  cold  rain.  I  told  him  I  wondered 
at  his  rashness ;  but,  shaking  the  wet  out  of  his 
long  locks,  he  laughed  and  said  he  was  warm, 
and  that  he  should  have  his  clothes  dry  to  wear 
at  night.  Looking  about,  I  saw  others  had  done 
the  same. 

Towards  evening  we  began  to  encounter  the 
rapids  of  the  Richelieu  (or  "  the  Cheneaux  "),  four 
miles  long.  They  are  caused  by  the  river  becom- 
ing at  times  narrow,  shallow,  and  full  of  islands. 
At  their  foot  there  is  a  great  boom  thrown  far 
into  the  water,  to  stop  the  stray  logs  of  timber 
which  the  lumberers  send  down  marked. 

We  avoided  the  greatest  violence  of  these 
rapids  by  creeping  close  to  the  sedgy  bank,  among 
fallen  pines,  overhanging  oaks,  and  beeches. 
Sometimes,  however,  we  were  obliged  to  use  the 
tow-rope. 

*  The  map  of  the  St.  Lawrence  valley  attached  to  this  woik 
gires  a  fiur  general  idea  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  Ottawa  Riyer. 
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Ovr  conrve,  bowprrr,  wm  not  alwa  'h 
"iag,  far  •onettmet  lh«  Aood  orenprea     i    ' 
A»  cormit  modermted.     It  wh  very  fl 
'm»  to  Boat  in  the  twilight  of  thick  woods,  a 
giiftrl«d    and    bu^    trunk),    fl 
utd  dreuched,  with   these 
of  thagifj  locki,  carolling  with 
It  i*  Dot  often  ihst  we  »cb 
luf  e  bowU  and  grotectjDeljr  twiated  be 
■■  «ra  fbtind  here. 

I  eoaU  Dot  bat  Bdmire  the  great  divertitj  ia 
eoloar  and  form  of  the  trees  of  these  romantic 
tfot».  There  were  cedar,  oak,  bircb,  and  beech, 
with  pines  on  tlie  higher  grounds; — the  last  often 
Mated  hj  lightning  in. single  trees,  or  fired  bjr 
Indians  in  lai^  tracti :  more  usually,  however, 
the  pine  stood  erect,  flinging  iu  rough  limbs  deep 
■Bio  the  lombre  forest.  The  birch  and  trembling 
pDplar  commonly  adumed  the  foot  of  a  precipice, 
with  pale  grey  or  light  green  leaves,  of  a  delicacy 
of  tint  contrasting  finely  with  the  dark  masses 
an>and. 

The  interior  of  the  country  seemed  to  consist 
of  sbon  bills  almost  bare,  from  400  to  500  feet 
ki^,  sunding  in  morasses,  meadows,  or  lakes. 
White  marble  and  sienite  are  the  prevailiDg  rocks 
formilea. 
Five  miles  abore  these  rade  scenes  brought  oa 
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to  the  Falls  of  La  Montagne.  A  hilly  ridge  had 
followed  the  course  of  the  river  a  little  way  off  for 
a  few  miles,  but  it  now  (near  the  Falls)  forms  the 
immediate  shore  for  some  distance,  and  crosses 
the  river  to  form  the  barrier  forced  by  the  catar 
ract.  All  this  neighbourhood  is  most  picturesque, 
and  promises  peculiar  geological  interest,  but 
heavy  rain  and  snow  prevented  my  either  sketch- 
ing or  taking  notes  at  the  moment. 

A  curious  disposition  of  strata  is  seen  where  the 
hill  first  strikes  the  river,  which  would  make  a 
good  drawing. 

The  high,  smooth,  mural  precipice  of  white 
marble,  which  forms  the  north-east  side  of  the 
river,  is  traversed  vertically  by  several  (or  many) 
broad  black  stripes  of  an  hornblende  rock  (?),  and 
looks  like  a  vast  hanging  sheet  of  striped  calico. 
As  it  nears  the  Falls  the  precipice  becoms  a  slope 
clothed  with  pines. 

The  Falls  are  not  more  than  fifteen  feet  high,  but 
the  water  being  pent  up  by  high  cliffs,  they  are 
loud  and  tumuKuous. 

We  reached  the  foot  of  the  carrying-place  by 
dashing  athwart  some  dangerous-looking  rapids, 
and  again  found  ourselves  among  numerous 
friends ; — a  brigade  of  loaded  canoes  being  then 
engaged  in  passing  over  the  rough  little  hill 
forming  the  portage,  and  385  paces  across. 
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k  St  tliat  notDcnt  tbe  nin  liad  dnnged 
■vy  taam  (May  *i3),  kncl  the  whole  Und* 
t  toraing  white,  lliere  atood  WBtcb- 
gkii  warn  «n  a  jnlting  rock  »  handKiaifi  yoaiig 
,  mdvntljr  fresh  from  the  IlighUiwU, 
■  ijbmng  «itlt  the  aniiuBlioa,  novelty,  and 
I  of  ibe  Mcne.  Ho  wu  ijnilo  ■  pictore, 
1  oo  his  bwlio^-pircu,  in  ft  stroaf; 
■  umI  Csleduntui  *'  inaadi"  hit  liiiiwri 
t  Kaitging  jsantily  uvcr  liu  left  ear. 
TUi  i*  tbe  scene  of  one  uf  the  most  beftatiinl 
of  tbe  (.aosdian  t)oat-sun^.  I  have  heard  it 
rrpeatedly.  but  did  not  take  it  down.  It  is  sup- 
jtMtd  lo  hare  been  found  inscribed  on  the  bark 
«tf  a  bircb-tree  a  liiUc  above  tbe  Falls.  This  is  its 
WTWueni,  as  tlie  [>octa  would  say.  A  canoe 
Uea  with  fun  \»  waylaid  by  hostile  Indiaos,  who 
art  diwoTvnd  crowding  both  banks  of  the  river, 
u  a  Ixnd  nbcrc  both  falU  and  portage  come  in 
(••tit  toi;etber.  In  their  congtemation  the  roya- 
5<«n  apfx-al  to  tbe  mild  Mary,  tbe  Virgin  Mother, 
vb>  immediately  appears  to  them  in  a  rainbow 
uud  tbe  Apray  of  the  cataract,  and  beckon?  them 
wward* — U>  leap  tbe  fall.  They  obey,  rush  into 
tW  fvXf,  and  arc  saved  from  torture  and  death. 
Oat  oohappy  man  had  just  left  the  canoe :  be 
mm   tbe    whole,    but    dared    not   shew   himself. 
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Sometime  afterwards  he  was  found  dead  at  the 
foot  of  the  iDscriptiou. 

The  intenral  of  eighteen  miles  between  this  port- 
age and  the  next,  the  Grand  Calumet,  is  verj 
intricate.  It  is  full  of  islands  and  rapids,  thread- 
ing an  assemblage  of  hills.  All  the  rock  I  saw  is 
white  marble,  and  so  is  the  hilly  portage  of  the 
Grand  Calumet,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  across. 
There  is  a  formidable  rapid  at  the  foot  of  this  car- 
rying place,  and  one  or  more  booms  to  catch 
stray  timber. 

The  cold  rain  and  snow  were  so  heavy  that  I 
took  but  little  notice  of  anything  from  hence  to 
Fort  Coulanges.  Hills  and  ruined  precipices 
accompanied  us  for  a  few  miles  above  the  Grand 
Calumet,  when  the  country  suddenly  lowered  and 
became  flat.  The  river  has  spread  out,  the  banks 
are  woody,  marshy,  or  faced  with  sand-beaches 
and  slight  traces  of  fossil  limestone. 

Such  without  change,  for  twenty  miles  or  more 
up  the  river,  is  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Cou- 
langes, a  small  station  belonging  to  the  North- 
west Company,  and  used  as  a  depot  or  refuge 
in  case  of  accident.  The  clerks  in  charge  have 
cleared  to  profit  about  seventy  acres  of  land. 

We  now  forced  the  Allumettes  Rapids,  partly 
formed  by  a  very  large  island,  now  partly  culti- 
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^■Irf,  wad  adornMl  will)  a  prdt;  cburcb.  They 
an  tha  oail«t  of  ihst  ponion  of  the  Ottawa  wliich 
■  calkd  tbc  Lake  tic*  Allumvtles,  Tbew  rafuda 
■R  dwtribntol  ioto  a  nninber  of  rock;  narrows, 
«ac  of  which  we  aarendnl,  laking  av  to  a  fall  over 
«  W«  thttlf  af  gitcb,  where  the  canoe  was  carried 
•  Irm  Tarda  and  (hen  paihed  up  another  paau^ 
.ke  •  icwer  or  tanorl. 

Likm  it*  AliamettM  (sometimes  coiuidored 
■i  two)  BOW  openi  to  us,  twentyooe  milas 
Inj  (ineioding  the  utand)  bj  the  usual  breadth 
WoiM  or  iwo  niilc«.  Tbe  current  is  Just  pcrcep- 
tUi  It  contam*  some  luw  itluads,  and  has 
fat  fcaahs,  nther  tandj  or  wooded  to  the  water's 

TIh  hndtclpB  andrrgoes  a  sudden  and  ex- 
ttVBiJj  pictnrcMiiic  change  as  we  enter  upon  the 
■nt  portioD  of  tbv  Ottawa,  "  the  Deep  lliver."  or 
Kfrinv  Crvasr,  of  the  French.  'Ilie  stream  is  at 
MCv  oaJTOwnl  bj  strep  lulls,  which  are  either 
tut*Q«  barrrn  or  art;  oierelj'  dolled  with  dark 
fatcbc*  of  fir. 

A  few  mile*  from  the  lower  entrance  brings  us 
ta  Cape  Bapti-nie,  when  for  a  great  distance  the 
aatbes  the  base  of  verj  high  brown  cliffs 
cf  fot*.  either  in  great  solid  sheat*,  or  split,  torn, 
aad  (iumaniled,  tlie  surfaces  often  corered  with 
tiv  edible  bat  indigestible  tripe  des  rockea,  and 
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the  fissures  harboaring  solitary  pines  and  nume- 
rous pendant  scarlet  flowers,  bell-shaped.  From 
one  of  these  clifis  two  contiguous  streams  leap 
boldly  in  slender  jets,  which  dissolve  in  spray  in 
mid-air. 

Mr.  Sheriff  (to  whom  as  an  old  acquaintance 
my  kind  regards)  says  ^*  that  from  a  hill  at  the 
foot  of  Deep  River,  from  600  to  600  feet  high, 
there  is  a  prospect  which  I  have  not  seen  surpassed. 
The  portion  of  the  Ottawa  within  view  is  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  and  beautiful  of  its  whole 
course.  To  the  right  is  the  Deep  River,  extend- 
ing twenty  miles  along  the  base  of  the  heights, 
perfectly  straight,  and  yet  lined  with  an  uneven 
succession  of  rugged  points  (headlands).  To  the 
left  is  the  whole  of  the  spacious  winding  of  the 
upper  Lake  des  Allumettes,  with  its  numerous 
islands ;  and  a  part  also  of  the  lower  lake  is  visible 
beyond  the  great  island.  Several  smaller  lakes 
are  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  among 
the  rest  are  two,  singularly  situated  half-way  up 
the  hill  from  which  the  prospect  is  obtained.  The 
land  about  here,  except  a  rough  ridge  about  the 
Ottawa;  appears  to  be  fertile."  * 

One  of  our  vcyageurs  was  once  in  the  Deep 
River,  when  he  and  his  mates  espied  a  bear 
swimming  across.    As  bear's  meat  is  juicy  and 

*  Transact.  Lit.  Hist.  Soc.  of  Quebec,  toI.  ii. 


«f  the 
TWt 


e  gavi!  cfaue  and  woa  cat 

A  blow  wu  mule  At  him 
1  tbe  l>«.-«r  plnnnl   one  {Kiw  d 
the  canoe  and  Rxcd  th«  other   in 
I  bell  of  the  man  vrho  struck  at 
f  prerenled  frum  iwainpinif  lhe< 
1  blow  fnitn  ibc  axe  of  a  M 
'  fell  away,  ami  waa  i 
'  polca.    Tbaae  people   faad  a  aim 

defile  afiteophilb  and  pfeeipieesaltemat- 
lhirtj-4ix  milt-t  i*  equal  to  ihcbest  part  of 
apart  from  it»  ruin«;  a  ihouuad 
■pent  in  erecting  on  a  iVw  commanding 
tlwi  wrtiiKl  pnnlucc  a 
tcenc.  It  ends  at  tbe  troublesome  rapida 
Lea  Deox  Joachims,  when  the  country 
depraved,  but  is  still  rocky  and  uneven. 
'  said  to  be  tliree-funrth*  of  a  mile  long;, 
graud,  being  rather  low  cascades  than 


Nine  milea  further  up,  along  a  steady  current, 
li^iir*  tts  to  the  Hirer  dn  Maine,  near  whose 
B««th  the  &tber  of  our  priest,  Mr.  Tabeau,  was 
imvaed.  Here  the  Ottawa  drives  for  two  miles 
iMJcstly  down  both  sides  of  a  steep  island  loaded 
•oil   boalders,  and  having  no  TCgclation  but  a 
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The  River  da  Moine  enters  the  Ottavra  on  its 
north-east  side,  and  is  of  considerable  size  and 
length. 

One  mile  above  this  again  we  have  the  rapid 
Da  Roche  Capitaine,  where,  singular  enough,  Mr. 
Rocheblave  lost  his  fitther.  It  is  also  caused  bjr 
an  island  four  miles  long.  The  pass  being  very 
narrow,  the  water  rashes  with  great  vehemence 
into  a  large  circular  basin  below.  We  had  to 
leave  the  canoe  and  scramble  along  shore  as  we 
could.  The  crossing  here  of  a  small  river  on  a 
slippery  chance-fallen  tree  I  did  not  much  like. 

In  our  course  up  the  Ottawa  we  passed  many 
rivers,  such  as  the  Mississippi,  Missisauga,  Mada- 
waska.  River  du  Nord,  without  seeing  them,  as 
their  mouths  are  so  hid  in  trees,  or  otherwise 
concealed,  that  they  are  commonly  undistinguish- 
able  at  the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yards. 
From  hence  to  the  western  branch  of  the  Ottawa, 
often  called  the  Little  Ottawa,  about  twenty-five 
miles,  there  is  little  obstruction.  The  north  shore 
is  high  and  the  river  wide.  The  quantity  of  debris 
in  square  masses  is  very  great  everywhere. 

At  the  distance  of  330  miles  from  the  St.  Law- 
rence, according  to  my  rough  calculations,  the 
canoe  route  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary  leaves  the 
main  river  for  the  western  branch,  which  takes  its 
ri&e  north  of,  and  near  to,  Lake  Nipissing. 


Where  I  ntoctaatlT  left  tbe  noble  Om 
«■•  tntn  tor  k  grnt  dutsnce,  a  inile  broad  u 
,   tfraaaiiDg    Aomn    with    great    raj 
a  I«Trl  woody  roaotrj. 

TW  rDtraac*  into  tlw  weatem  brsacfa,*  cal 
IW  Ritn  Tcioaae  by  tfa«  Indiaos,  is  »t  broad  ■ 
Aa  TVamw   at   Wiodwr :  it    creeps  slapgisht; 
ihra*^  ffwanpj  ^raaaia  for  awhile,  but  sooi 
v)4ma,  aad  th«  vicinity  rises  into  weU-woodi 
rUMmit.     A  few  milea,  bowever,  briogs  09  to  tiM 
imm*.  which  an  erni  more  contracted  than  at 
— ^  BioQih;  and  the  river  becomes  deei>  sunk  itt 
■•fml  pnafien  ertsted  with  balf-burut  pine?. 

Ob  tba  nda  of  a  loAy  scarped  rock,  fifteen 
■de*  ap  Um  ttream,  is  a  triangular  care,  called 
HalGata.  It  itsliallow,  nnd  used  iLsaUnd-mark. 
V«  vcffw  Brarty  lo*t  here.  The  current  at  tins 
^•C  was  eatrvmely  awift  aitd  rou^h.  Roanding 
•  Ellli  pnint  we  were  caught  by  a  eruM  eddy 
mi  !■■(  liotently  on  ■  pinc<trcc  which  had 
Ul^  iai0  awl  acrosc  the  river.  Proridcntially 
■  mB  had  all  its  leave*  on.  and  to  dtd  not  ihriwt 
«  tbroogh  and  sink  at.  There  would  have  been 
M  cacape :  landint^-place  there  was  none  Air  a 

I'    ftUe  or  more. 
The  ravine  or  chasm  in  which  ibe  river  here 
•01. 1, 


tW  }nr\  vT  the  •»,  •orordinc  10  the  olBiTn  of 
h  Mi^Ac  Smnwj—Gtfr.  Sm.  Jtmrmal,  toL  iH.  p.  263. 
•01-  I, 
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mns  18  80  narrow  and  deep  that  the  sun  rises 
rery  high  before  it  shines  on  the  -water,  and 
hardly  at  all  in  winter.  The  gloom,  therefore,  is 
great,  reminding  one  of  the  mouth  of  the  clasrical 
Avemus ;  and  it  is  heightened  by  the  black  colour 
of  the  rocks  and  the  restless  agitation  of  the 
waters.  The  woods  around,  when  they  are  visible, 
through  a  momentary  depression  of  the  banks, 
are  rather  peculiar.  Large  tracts  consist  of  fine 
healthy  fir ;  then  comes  a  district  of  fired  trees, 
blackening  all  within  the  horizon,  mingled  with 
patches  of  the  lively  green  of  the  wild  cherry  and 
young  poplar,  and  here  and  there  a  single  huge 
pine.  The  current  seldom  maintains  an  equable 
and  moderate  rate  for  a  mile  together :  some 
descent  or  obstruction  is  continually  occurring. 

Two  beautiful  waterfalls  are  met  with  about 
thirty-five  miles  from  the  great  Ottawa.  One  is 
at  the  Portage  Paresseux,  and  resembles  that  of 
La  Puce,  near  Quebec,  in  escaping  from  a  dark 
channel  of  rocks  and  woods  into  a  narrow  dell. 
Its  height  is  forty  or  fifty  feet.  The  other  fall, 
that  of  La  Talon,*  is  remarkable  for  its  naked- 
ness and  the  fantastic  shapes  of  the  surrounding 
gneb  rock.     Marble  appears  here  again.     The 

*  The  Portage  Talon,  according  to  the  officers  of  the  Magnetic 
Survey,  is  689  feet  above  the  aeaL.-^Geographical  Socieiy  Journal f 
vol.  zvi.  p.  263. 


) 


*■  APrARtTIOir. 

I  poftB^  on  tbti  aalkn  rircr  lira  ■ 
dft*.  fct,  nnwpy,  or  woody. 

I  bad  ■  threat  iiirpme  it  tli«  Porltge  Taloi 
PiakiBg  ary  step*  mrr^"-  is  1  potsed  over  t> 
ng^id  gramd,  kdc  «  thinKii  personal 
oSbhT,  1  MddcBl;  itttinblMt  upon  a  pimsi 
ymag  Uj.  wttiog  Alone  nnder  a  botb,  in  a  gm 
ri&ig  ktUt,  and  wl  beaver  bonnet.  Trai 
fall!  wilb  a  B^l  lo  oul  of  place  in  the  land 
Aa  m^  aod  tka  catarael,  I  •criowW  ihonght  it 


Bat  baTing  paid  m;-  m{iects,  witli  some  cotifa- 
■••  (nrj  nsd)  amDM.-d  sbv  lecmed),  I  Icamt 
kia  bar  UmI  the  was  thr  ilooghlcr  oC  an  es- 
lodim  trader,  Mr.  Enualingcr.  on  her 
>  tbit  EdU  or  Si.  Mary  wiih  bir  fatber,  and 
raa  tb«n,  wilb  b»  [ifople,  at  th«  oliicr  end 
portage;  and  to  it  turned  out.  A  rortiiigbt 
I  partook  of  the  cordiaUtie*  uf  her 
mtft  and  bear  willing  vitncss  lo  the 
of  ber  tea  and  the  pleasantness  of  the 


Fvcty-Sve  mile*  from  the  great  Oltanra  ve  left 
,  ai*  brancb,  now  rounding  towards  the  north  of 
I  lake  Niponog,  to  croM  three  small  but  interest- 
I  '«!  kkcs.     Theae   lakes  are   charming   bits  of 
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scenery^  oval  in  shape,  three  or  four  miles  long 
each,  and  sprinkled  with  islets.  Bluffs  and  cliffs 
form  their  lofty  and  irregular  shores,  moderately 
clothed  with  that  mingling  of  flourishing  and 
fallen  trees  so  suited  to  a  landscape  so  wild. 

I  shall  only  say  of  the  intervening  carrying 
places,  that  they  are  rocky  and  swampy  by  turns, 
especially  the  last,  an  abominable  marsh,  which 
we  traversed  in  the  dark,  knee-deep  in  mud  and 
tree-roots.  We  only  found  a  sleeping-place  at 
its  west  end  by  first  laying  poles  down  on  some 
very  tall  grass  (growing  in  six  or  eight  inches  of 
water),  and  then  spreading  out  over  them  a  large 
tarpaulin.*  The  men  did  the  same,  and  con- 
trived a  fire-place.  These  ditches  or  swamps  are 
the  sources  of  the  Vaz  River,  which  is  here  ninety 
feet  broad,  and  makes  a  leap  of  twenty  feet  into  a 
lower  region.  The  portages  are  well  named  the 
Vaz,  or  Mud  Portages. 

We  embarked  on  the  Vaz  River,  circulating 
slowly  among  rushes,  reeds,  cedars,  and  hem- 
locks. After  a  six  miles*  pull  we  entered  Lake 
Nipissing  at  La  Ronde,  a  post  of  the  North-west 
Company,t  a  decent,    ordinary-looking  house, 

*  I  only  mark  our  eating  or  sleeping  places  when  they  present 
iomething  worthy  of  remark. 

t  Now  removed  to  an  island  on  the  north  shore,  half-way  be- 
tween the  Vaz  River  and  the  Riycr  des  Franfois.  It  is  considered 
to  be  eight  or  ten  miles  oat  of  the  canoe  route  to  St.  Mary's  finom 
MontreoL 


'MMockaded 
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,  with  a  polalo-tfToiiad  close  to  it, 
laaag  BsnhM  lod  gneis  mound*. 

1W  old  Dame  uf  tlitf  fine  Utke  i*  Wn-nercaa, 
tu  waves  nui  higk,  and  ths  wind  was  fresh  and 
ch3I,  after  tbe  tmotlutriBg  air  and  dreary  twiligbt 
«f  tfae  thiekeU  we  bad  just  quilu-d.  Tliere  are  a 
Crvialciaon  ittample  bosom.  I  mw  nctllieriitlaDd 
•or  Baia  <n  the  mirth  »lton,  allhongh  the  day  wofl 
dear.  Certain  flitting  iiUndi,  buwever,  geogis- 
ylw.fl  pat  ia  and  out  of  their  nia]»  there  at  plea- 
«re  :  which  remind*  me  of  a  quaint  iind  i>iclii- 
•  -■.■-'  ;i-:.L..  IN  ..1,J  llafklpiM— "Tli.>  like  ha* 
been  of  tho«e  islands  now  known  by  the  report 
«r  the  inhabitant*,  which  were  not  found  of  long 
time  one  after  another,  and  tlierefore  it  should 
sceoi  be  is  not  ytt  bom  to  whom  God  hath  ap- 
pointed tbe  finding  of  them." — P.  002. 

Tbe  first  part  of  tbe  south  shore  is  a  bay  twelve 
■ilea  acroas.  lis  banks  are  low,  but  the  land 
bebiDd  them  rises  moderately  in  shelres,  and 
from  the  canoe  appears  to  be  hare,  bleached 
rock,  witb  patches  of  dwarf  pine.  The  south 
•kore  ia  liirty-six  mites  long.  We  coasted  it. 
Ererrwhere  it  wears  the  same  aspect,  except  in 
the  BBfreqneot  ocenrrence  of  islets  far  out  in  tbe 
kke. 

Twcaty  nitca  from  La  Roode,  and  half  a  mile 
from  tlw  WMith  shore,  there  is  a  large  jumbled 
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hemp  of  slabs  of  rock,  with  edges  as  sharp,  and 
sariaces  as  clean,  as  if  they  had  been  quarried  for 
grarestones,  and  then  flung  down  here  yesterday 
as  a  breakwater.  I  do  not  understand  this  heap 
of  rocks.     There  is  no  island  near  them. 

The  sixe  and  shape  of  Lake  Nipissing,  as  ex- 
pressed on  maps,  is  only  a  rough  guess.  It  seems 
to  hare  two  deep  bays  on  its  north  side.  The 
officers  of  the  Magnetic  Survey  found  it  to  be 
695  feet  above  the  sea. 

When  Mr.  SheriflF("  Quebec  Historical  Society's 
Transactions,"  vol.  ii.  286),  says  that  the  south 
shore  of  this  lake  is  a  level  tract,  with  a  rich, 
heavy  soil,  and  extending  many  miles  southwards, 
with  little  rise,  he  cannot  mean  the  country  within 
sight  from  the  water.  Good  land  in  Canada  is 
frequently  at  some  distance  from  large  rivers. 

He  goes  on  to  state  that  about  the  sources  of 
the  Madawaska,  near  lat.  45°  15',  the  interior  of 
the  country  forms  a  great  table-land,  growing 
hard  wood,  and  gradually  sloping  towards  Lake 
Nipissing.  Along  the  south-west  route  of  the 
rivers  Neswarbic  and  Muskoka  this  kind  of 
country  extends  from  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
Ottawa  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Lake  Huron, 
140  miles. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  Sheriff  says  (vol.  ii.  p.  239), 
**  from  personal  inspection,  that  in  this  unnoticed 
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pat  of  CiMMb  a  flae  hatiitablo  ooontry  will  be 
ImmI.  HiillioDf  of  acres  in  extent.  I  hope  it  will, 
«*lo«tg,  berendendsMewible  to  population."  la 
iha  &De  of  ibfl  pralonj^  and  severe  winter  here 
persHiag,  I  fmr  tlutt  until  ibc  rich  «oils  of  Lakes 
Ottmha,  Erie,  and  i^L  CWtr,  are  taken  in  pOMCs- 
atm,  tbera  is  little  chuacu  for  tbe«o  wildeniCMes. 
TWy  mar  be  worked  for  marble,  iron,  or  copper. 

W«  bare  Lake  Nipiaaing  by  the  Portage  Cbaa- 
£en  des  Fnui^iit.  It  is  near  the  falla  of  the 
mmtt  aata«,  and  leads  o*er  low  ridi^  of  naked 
{BCM,  and  here  and  there  a  cliff,  to  a  backwater 
«t  the  ioteretting  River  des  Francois,  by  which 
ikia  lake  discharges  into  Lake  Huron. 

Hm  falls  are  principally  to  be  noticed  for  se- 
Tcral  soiootfa,  funneUshaped  boles  in  the  solid 
rack,  near  the  lake,  but  twenty  feet  above  its 
pfcaeat  lerel.  One  is  from  three  to  four  feet  deep, 
sad  as  many  across  at  the  top,  bat  only  eighteen 
iacbes  at  the  bottom. 

They  are  sapposed  to  be  caused  by  the  friction 
U  •lone*  whirled  round  by  an  eddy,  as  tbey  bare 
Ktaallj  been  seen  where  eddies  have  been  known 
to  ezisa.  TIm  other  holes  (or  kettles)  are  smaller, 
M  &r  as  I  reoollcct. 

Thcae  appearances  are  common  in  Canada.  I 
Wve  erco  aeen  one  on  the  Long  Sault  Rapid  of 
tW  Ottawa  oa  a  large  loose  stone.    In  the  granita 
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of  Cape  Toarmenty  forty  miles  below  Quebec, 
there  is  the  eommencementy  the  rudiments  as  it 
were,  of  a  kettle — concentric  excavated  rings, 
each  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  whole  about 
nine  inches  across. 

I  shall  not  dwell  long  on  the  River  des  Fran- 
cois, which  we  descended  fast  and  gaily,  lest  I 
become  tedious,  although  it  is  a  very  peculiar 
river.  It  less  resembles  a  single  stream  than  a 
bundle  of  watercourses  flowing,  with  frequent 
inosculations,  among  lengthened  ridges  of  rocks. 
The  utterly  barren  and  naked  shores  seldom 
present  continuous  lines  bounding  a  compact 
body  of  water,  but  are  commonly  excavated  into 
deepened  narrow  bays,  obscured  by  high  walls  of 
rock  and  stunted  pines.  It  is  seventy-five  miles 
long.  Its  breadth  is  exceedingly  various,  some* 
times  swelling  into  a  broad  lake  for  miles,  and 
crowded  with  islands. 

Few  prospects  exceed,  in  the  grand  and  sin- 
gular, those  which  are  often  here  created  by  the 
groups  of  long  and  lofty  islets,  extending  from  a 
circle,  in  giant  rays,  far  into  some  dark  gulf-like 
bay ;  their  rugged  outlines  and  wild  foliage  re- 
flected in  the  clear  waters,  and  solemnised  by  the 
profound  silence  of  these  solitudes.  In  certain 
parts  of  the  river,  where  the  rocks  are  more 
distinctly  stratified   than  usual,  the  freezing  of 
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awice  mirr  hu  mftili:  gn-at  demititiiuns,  lood- 
iag  ibe  l«ii<J  with  thale,  an  ia  Lower  Ctmadii, 
•nd  setDelimes  apHlling  off,  sud  jiiliiig  mantes 
at  TaU  ■■»  and  weight  upon  one  anolber. 
Al  <in«  place,  not  far  from  ba]f>way  down  ([ 
AiakX  tbt  pMMgc  IB  Dpnrly  closed  by  a  large 
hnp  of  l«r«  eydopeaii  blocks.  Noah,  ns  he 
Meppcd  from  the  ark,  iiiurt  have  cast  his  eys 
•tcr  a  •ocnc  like  tbU — oot  a  (wand  of  »oil  in  fifty 
•)|iian)  milat  — a  region  bmiwd,  cmtfaed,  lial^ 
dro«n«d,  deterted  by  all  liring. 

It  waa  near  this  spot  that  a  memorable  mas- 
•acre  of  missionary  monks  took  place,  but  I  have 
sof  irtunalely  lust  the  details. 

Ue«ide  the  Cbaudiorc  Cascade  there  is  another 
tailed  Dcs  RecoIIi-ls,  twenty  miles  down  the 
r:rer.  It  is  from  tifteen  to  tn-enly  feet  high,  but 
urrow,  and  divided  into  three  portions  by  two 
frsi^ents  of  rock.  It  is  very  beautiful  in  its 
while  waters  and  dark  walls,  bristling  with  dead 
and  living  pine,  almost  naked  heights  being  close 
at  hand. 

I  was  moch  interested  by  the  ruins  of  an  Indian 
fort,  or  look-out.  which  still  remains  on  a  |)oint 
of  land  commanding  a  good  view  downwards, 
■bd,  I  think,  ujiwards.  It  was  a  circular  build- 
ittg,  about  five  feel  in  diameter.  When  I  saw  it 
it  was  only   four  and  a  half  feet  high.     It  was 
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cardhlly  onKstmcted  of  the  stones  at  hand,  and 
woold  eontain  a  ooajde  of  Indian  watchers  in  the 
dajs  when  war  seldom  ceased.*  Cooper's  splen- 
did powers  of  description  and  amplificatioD  would 
have  ennoUed  this  spot  with  thrilling  adventure. 

Indian  drawings  occur  on  the  smooth  face  of  a 
gneis  mound  not  far  firom  hence.  They  are  rude 
sketches  of  animals  and  men  in  various  attitudes. 

Many  rapids  occur,  but  the  most  serious  is  that 
of  Brisson.  It  is  very  swift  and  turbulent.  As 
our  canoe  turned  round  and  round  in  it,  in  spite 
of  all  our  men  could  do,  the  sight  of  thirteen 
wooden  crosses  lining  the  shore,  in  memory  of  as 
many  watery  deaths,  conveyed  no  more  comfort 
to  my  mind  than  do  the  impaled  bodies  on  the 
highways  of  Turkey  to  the  feelings  of  their  surviv- 
ing robber-friends.  The  current  is  always  strong, 
so  that  we  swept  down  the  river  in  one  day. 

In  descending  there  is  but  one  portage,  that 
of  tlie  RecoUet,  and  it  is  said,  though  I  cannot 
believe  it,  that  Indians  have  dashed  over  that 
fall.     In  ascending  there  are  many  portages. 

At  the  upper  part  of  the  River  des  Frangois  the 
neighbouring  country  attains  a  moderate  height, 
either  in  great  piles  of  dislocated  rocks  or  in 
stair-like  ridges.     Nearer  Lake  Huron  its  envi- 

*  There  is  one  in  La  Cloche,  Lake  Huron,  and  several  on  the 
old  route  to  the  Lake' of  the  Woods  from  Lake  Superior. 
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nnd  u  Gir  rui  it  vitiblo  frooi  the 
clBoe,  thtf  mrt  dotitate  of  rrgftnliun. 

TbM  river  dtMhu^ec  itsfilf  ialo  I^ke  Huron  to 
BATToir  chftnneU  formed  by  pamltel,  auiootfa, 
baLmI  monad*  of  ^cii,  n  feir  yards  broad,  a  few 
feet  high,  and  brokco  inio  leti^bs  of  tweuty  to 
two  bandnd  ymnli.  La  Dalle,  fron)  three  to  five 
bOc*  fron  Lak«  Huron,  a  rapid  of  ancommoD 
nifttwM,  ii  a  ^t  of  tbii  kind.  It  U  not  more 
than  ten  or  twvlr«  feet  wide,  and  an  hundred 
jnrAt  iotig.  Our  cauoe  fliuLed  through  it  almost 
ID  a  mommt.  Either  of  its  sides  I  could  have 
'Looched  «iih  a  walking-stick. 

U'e  now  eater  lAke  Huron  (a  itormy  water, 
>  thoasand  miles  round),  among  shallows,  reefs, 
ind  tortoise- backed  nioands.  Its  shores  here  are 
lov  and  barren,  bat  the  back>ground  rises  higher. 
The  bine  line  in  the  soulh,  resembling  a  long 
hw  cloud,  is  the  Great  Manitouhne  Islaod. 
Hal  it  will  be  better  here  to  leave  my  kind 
fnead»  of  the  Nortb-west  Company  and  their 
utiring  caaoeraeo,  as  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
(lescribc  I^ke  Huron  more  fully  and  better  in  a 
fatorc  ezenrsioD. 

I  aAerwmrd*  learnt  that  my  companions  re- 
UirDcd  in  the  aatomn  to  Montreal  in  health  and 
laiirty.  My  best  wisbea  and  grateful  acknow- 
IcdgBcaU  abide  with  tbem. 
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THE   8T.    LJIWRBKCE. 

C!alash  Joumer  hx  Montmorend  and  Chateau  Riche  to  St  Anne, 
Fennr-lKHUie  — Cotta^  life — Falls  of  St.  Anne  —  Indian  Family 
in  the  Woods  —  Feriole :  Double  Sunset  —  Cape  Tourment  — 
Walk  round  its  Base  to  La  Petite  RiTiere — Grand  Scenery — 
Dangerous  Prrnpices  —  Slippery  Rocks  —  Mud  up  to  the 
Knees  —  Dinner  at  a  Cascade  —  Almost  impassable   Buttress 

—  Mosquitoes  —  La  Petite  Riviere :  Arrived  disconsolate  — 
Boat  Vora^  to  St«  Paul's  Bay  —  Kindness  of  M.  Rousseau 
and   Family  —  The   Peasantry  —  Earthquakes  —  A   Tea-Party 

—  Discussion  with  an  M.P.P.  —  Cross  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
L* Islet — Sleep  in  a  Hay  Chamber — ^Walk  along  south  Shore  to 
Quebec. 

The  few  of  my  acquaintances  who  had  visited 
the  St.  Lawrence  for  any  distance  below  Quebec 
were  loud  in  their  praises  of  its  scenery  and  in- 
habitants. I  was  therefore  determined  to  em- 
brace the  first  opportunity  of  judging  for  myself. 
Early  in  the  month  of  September,  on  my 
return  from  the  geological  tour  round  Upper 
Canada,  the  head  of  the  medical  department  for 
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Cuuda,  Dr.  Wri^lit,  Inritcd  me  to  accompany 
kim  and  «  jroang  rrionU*  to  iho  Bay  of  ^t.  Paul 
by  bad.  ft  diilstice  oT  sixty  Riiliii.  If  our  cxccU 
IcBl  old  friend  had  been  better  informed,  1  think 
k  wovld  not  b«Tc  niado  the  attempt ;  the  main 
■■d  Boat  novel  part  of  the  afiair  being  to  uolk 
MBa4  the  foot  of  the  Totirmciit  mountain,  where 
km  tar  nany  aiilc«  liathi-d  by  th«-  i?t.  Liiwrcnce. 

W*  birrd  u«er  ni^ht  two  of  the  high,  creaking, 
Atidaf  calasbes  of  Loner  Canada,  invonti-ij  in 
At  lUtcenth  century,  to  laLe  na — not  forgetting 
ft  good  ilon:  of  provicioua  — lo  St.  Aune  ibe 
Gnat,  a  pamh  and  ritvr,  twenty-eight  miles 
Wbv  QBcbee.  and  cJow  tu  ihe  great  bluffjaat 
■aattOBMl,  eallrd  Cape  Toumicnl. 

!•  At  niata  of  early  morning  we  i«aucd  from 
ikm  agaibro  Temple  gate  of  the  city  into  a  dirty 
Mhirb,  among  river  craft,  timber-yarda,  docka, 
ud  ibe  narrow  Norman  cnrti  of  the  "  morche- 
dooea,"  as  their  drivers  are  nicknamed,  from 
ibcir  perpetual  use  of  that  "cry"  to  their  cattle. 

We  were  aoon  at  the  stout  wooden  bridge  over 
ike  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  highroad  tu  (and 
throvgli)  DeaujK>rt,  with  its  handsome  church 
tad  iMig  line  of  bouses. 

tly  trotted  past   the  comfortable 


174  THE  ST.  LAWRENCE. 

inn  at  Montmorenci  (nine  miles),  tbe  pretty 
terraceSi  church ,  and  presbytery  of  Ange  Gardien 
(eleyen  or  twelve  miles),  and  then  dipped  at 
once  into  the  marshes,  famous  for  snipe,  which 
border  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Although  the  herbs  and  foliage  were  no  longer 
gashing  and  throbbing,  and  swelling  with  the 
hasty  impulses  of  the  early  Canadian  spring, 
still  all  was  fresh  and  verdant.  An  almost  tro- 
pical sun  was  glowing  in  the  clear  sky,  and  the 
cicada*  was  ringing  its  trilling  note,  loud, 
metallic,  and  ceaseless,  from  every  bush. 

We  reascended  these  terraces  at  Chateau  Riche 
(sixteen  miles),  at  certain  seasons  a  favourite 
resort  for  sportsmen.  The  old  castle  is  there 
yet — four  bare  walls — scarcely  worth  a  visit,  e^t 

After  having  refreshed  ourselves  here,  and 
taken  a  glimpse  of  the  Falls  of  La  Puce,  not  far 
from  hence,  we  rode  along  a  similar  river-side 
for  twelve  more  miles,  when  we  gladly  rested  at 
St.  Anne's,  and  took  up  our  abode  at  a  peasant's 
cottage,  near  a  ferry,  on  the  picturesque  river 
St.  Anne,  not  many  hundred  yards  from  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

Our  harbour  for  the   night  was   a  Canadian 

*  A  curious  ilumpy  insect  (the  cicindela),  rather  less  than  one*s 
thumb^nd,  and  like  it  in  sUai>c,  common  in  warm  climates.  The 
noise  is  made  by  robbing  the  thighs  against  its  sides. 


nuaAVT  FAHitr. 

■IB  of  ibc  onlinsr^  tort,  sccuttom 

•oeMtonkl  sncAtB  like  ound-lvc*.     It  ctn 

B  Wge,  luw,  cDimnoa  room  or  kitcben, 

m  aaple  winduvt  in  it,  a  cast-iron  »tov«  i 

iiUm^  am]  a  Ibiv^  firc-jiiace  at  one  nde. 

■H,  alao  OD  ibc  prunnd-door,  a  bed^l 

r  ibe  bmily,  aod  amilbcr  for  tii 

d-loft  above  all,  rnU-ml  by  a  || 
y  u  m^  buyi  to  kltep  in,  among  all   tortm  i 

iVModci-  aod  Cumiojr-UioU. 

The  walb  u/  nil  the  ruuou  vfQre  uduracd  with 
fade  relig;ious  pictures,  and  in  each  waa  an 
canb«iware  cniciSx,  with  a  receptacle  for  holy 
«aier  attached. 

I  Deed  Ksrcely  say  that  the  house  was  fall  of 
hardy  boys  and  girts — the  father  more  stupid- 
lookiflg  than  usual;  a  kind  of  good-humoured 
bear.  The  mother  was  the  ruling  spirit,  short, 
Uark-«vnl,  bulling,  and  flushed. 

Sbe  received  us  gaily,  and  bade  as  go  play  at 
4aeks  and  drakes  wiili  the  flat  pebbles*  in  the 
river,  until  she  had  prepared  a  good  supper  of 
fciwl.  potatoes,  and  soup. 

the  krpt  ber  word ;  and  we  husbanded  oar 
«VB  proTidinga  for  wor«e  times.     After  supper, 

*  Vt  U  Mt  pUf  toDf  witfa  the  prbhin,  fnr  vc  round  tha 
nw  Wa*4  *ah  •mtlr  Mnrka,  MHMtt  *Udt  «•  Mt  *^  cvomfiU, 
tm^-tf^,  pncC,  pmpfaic  gnnila,  &c.  Ac. 
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Bome  excellent  rnm-toddy  disposed  us  for  bed ; 
and  thither  we  went. 

During  the  evening  we  bad  an  opportunity  of 
observing  the  domestic  life  of  the  Canadian  pea- 
sant. Neither  parents  nor  children  made  the 
slightest  account  of  our  presence.  Gentle  cuflTs 
and  **  orders  perempt"  went  on  as  usual.  The 
whole  family  took  supper  together  out  of  one 
large  bowl  of  thin  bouilli,  into  which  were 
thrown  large  pieces  of  brown  bread,  cabbage,* 
and  some  herbs  unknown  to  me,  with  a  few 
small  masses  of  fat.  Each  took  care  of  himself 
in  an  orderly  manner,  with  a  short-handled  broad 
wooden  spoon. 

Soon  after  supper,  the  whole  family  knelt 
round  the  largest  of  the  windows  for  several 
minutes,  the  bright  stars  of  evening  shining  in 
upon  them,  uttering  in  low  tones  their  well- 
meant  prayei-s. 

The  French  Canadians  are  a  devout  people. 
Four  out  of  five  houses  have  domestic  prayer 
regularly.  Their  worship,  such  as  it  is,  carries 
with  it  an  observable  blessing  in  family  unity 
and  afifection.  Would  it  were  better  applied, 
and  that  their  King  and  Redeemer  had  his  full 
rights ! 

*  Hence  another  Canadian  by-name,  *'coup.choux/'  or  chop- 
cabbage,  applied  to  the  peasantry. 
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T^u  tetttt  Bisde  me  dniir  eompiiriton*,  sml 
pT«  nc  ■  duafcree*bl«  twinge.  Fwnilr  prayer, 
■■rsing  tad  evening,  <luc«  not  exi*t  in  one 
PmciUnt  boDM  in  len,  1  finr,  in   Briuin  ftod 

nc  next  tlxy  «c  recolved  lo  go  op  ihe  river 
8l  Asa*  n  few  toilei,  ■■  far  as  iha  DMrest  faJU. 
If  *•  ImJ  taken  witli  n4  one  of  ttie  brare  beyi 
¥  dH  eotuge,  we  thonld  hav«  bred  betlw; 
kal  kaving  a  tbrrad>like  track  of  trodden  leavM 
it  ihe  vooda  pointed  out  to  n*  ns  t!ie  tintnts- 
ttkealilc  pfttb.  forward*  we  set  nlonc;  but  in 
ihmJ  m  mile  iknd  it  tcetncd  two),  near  a  sodden 
iwc  of  land,  onr  »iiigte  trace  Kftarated  into 
•vtfaL  Taking  tbe  likeliest,  the  river  being 
■M  «f  ngbt  and  bearing,  we  trudged  on  (or  a 
■fli  or  M,  and  were  slopped  br  impenetrablo 
niirwood.  Itetniciug  our  step*,  we  triM  a 
wr^ad   and    a    third  fttuI-waT   with    like    malt. 

!;■    ..j-iii.:    ihc   lhir.l  atUiii[.t,  a»  we  Hire    thitik- 

■CM  muming  home  wearied  and  disconiolate, 
«*  aligfaml  upon  an  Indian  family  at  a  bark 
».^am,  weaving  dyed  baskets  for  »ale  in  tbe 
an^kW^arhood.  They  were  a  well-favoured 
fnmp,  ID  decent  attire,  only  Indian  in  part, — 
JMi  toe  li  as  a  half-crazy  person  in  an  English 
village,  ft/»d  of  finery,  and  at  tbe  same  time  poor, 
vot.  I.  » 
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might  pot  on.  I  thought  their  life  not  80  had  for 
Miniiiier*tiiiie.  Our  new  friends  soon  pat  us  in 
the  way  to  the  fidls.  Thej  spoke  French,  and 
were  Roman  CSatholica. 

The  falls  are  well  worth  a  visit.  I  regret  not 
to  have  a  sketch  of  them;  hot  there  are  very 
many  as  fine  in  Canada,  which,  like  Sweden,  is 
par  excellence  the  land  of  cataracts. 

The  waters,  embowered  in  fine  trees,  leap 
spiritedly  into  a  deep  chasm  of  primitiye  rocks, 
down  whose  sides  a  treacherous  path  takes  us  to 
the  bottom  of  the  falls,  if  we  are  very  venturous 
and  determined. 

We  were  glad  to  find  ourselves  once  more  at 
the  ferrv-house  of  St.  Anne. 

The  next  day  we  set  out  in  a  calash  for  the 
romantic  parish  of  St.  Feriole,  among  the  moun- 
tains, from  five  to  ten  miles  back  from  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

At  first  we  ascended  a  sandy  terrace  (whilome 
the  river  shore),  across  a  stripe  of  cultivation 
among  low  clumsy  houses  without  gardens  ;  and 
then  soon  afterwards  another — a  broad  one — 
also  ranging  parallel  to  the  St.  Lawrence  for 
many  miles  up-stream.  The  soil  of  this  upper 
flat  being  sandy,  we  drove  through  fragrant 
groves  of  pine  over  a  road  as  good  as  in  an  £ng- 
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}mk  park,  ontO  we  neared  Um  rode  md  sing- 
pTiDg  Tilbfr«,  wb«n  iha  ooenrrence  of  gnnite 
rack*  nude  ihe  ucent  rtiogb  sod  tbarp. 

Atirr  (lATiug  quietly  iDrreyed  the  stern  and 
iiBgnlar  •ccnery  about  the  viUage,  wc  Mlrtick  a 
(nr  faandrrd  nrdi  nartbw&rds  upon  the  "  Itose," 
K  ndantaia  torrvat,  ten  jarOs  across,  alwaya  a 
Tioleal  npid,  and  MMnptimes  dropping  auddenly 
■HO  wooded  abyiM.  Near  oa«  of  ihMc  cascades 
■  lall  ptno>trM  had  fallen  across  lliv  stream. 
NotUng  eoold  prvveat  oar  yoanger  eomrada 
from  tottering  across  it.  Twenty  fatal  potei- 
bilitiea  might  have  happened  to  him,  but  he  went 
tad  returaed  in  safety,  and  greatly  self-exalted, 
iMppose. 

The  mountain  Tillage  of  St.  Feriole  is  chiefly 
mnarliable  for  a  leaning  sugar-loaf  hill  to  the 
we*t,  which  gives  rise  to  a  phenomenon  often 
•poken  of  in  Canada — a  double  sunset.  The 
ran  sets  to  the  inhabiunts  of  the  village  as  it 
passes  behind  this  bill,  reappears  for  a  short 
UtD«,  and  sets  again  behind  the  sncceeding 
beigbL     At  certain  seasons  the  effect  is  striking. 

Tbe  Isle  Cobnel  Forrest,  an  admirable  artist, 
took  seTpral  views  in  this  vicinity,  induced  by  me 
to  Ti«it  ii.  The  prevailing  tint  in  the  hill-foresta 
«f  Canada,  riHe  green,  is  well  seen  here. 

W't  DOW  drove  merrily  back  to  our  pleasant 
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ferry-houaey  and  prepared  for  the  greater  feat  of 
the  following  day — the  walk  round  the  base  of 
Cape  Tourment. 

There  are  few  objects  in  Lower  Canada  better 
known,  and  perhaps  more  carefully  avoided, 
than  the  great  headland  of  Cape  Tourment,  nine- 
teen hundred  feet  high.  It  is  the  advanced 
portion  of  a  great  group  of  mountains,  occupying 
a  lofty  inner  country,  untravelled^  save  by  a  few 
Indians.  Near  to,  and  behind  it,  is  a  massy 
summit  somewhat  higher  than  itself. 

Government  has  cut  a  narrow  road  over  this 
hill  country,  side  by  side  with  the  St.  Lawrence, 
to  connect  Quebec  with  St.  Pjiurs  Bay  by  land, 
and  in  the  boggy  parts  has  laid  down  a  little 
corduroy. 

When  I  passed  over  it  (not  in  this  excursion) 
there  was  not  a  habitation  throughout  the  twenty- 
seven  miles  of  woods:  now,  there  is  a  log-hut  and 
a  little  clearance  every  league. 

The  road  is  usually  in  steep  ascents  and  de- 
scents, with  swift  brooks  flowing  in  the  bottoms, 
among  large  fragments  of  rock.  Seven  miles 
from  St.  Anne  is  the  River  Nombrette,  or  La 
Grande  Riviere,  which  traverses  a  rich  but  neg- 
lected country  in  three  branches,  all  crossed  by 
the  rood  near  a  wood  of  remarkably  tall  pines. 

The  traveller  is  so  buried  in  trees,  that  rarely 
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•loaf  this  dmiy  roate  u  the  faii;^  of  ad  ucent 
npaid  to  him  bv  a  prospect ;  bul  now  and  then 
Ktnta  of  (frmndcur  and  nvsgc  beauty  never  to 
he  fcrgottra  reveal  i)icnit«]vc«.  Tlie  e>-c  range* 
mtr  nndubititig  *arbcef,  where  only  the  trre- 
t»f»  are  Mvn,  bl«iidiii]{  iii  [Milc!ir«  all  iuiagi- 
^kle   kuca   of  (;reeu,  from    the   iktre^t    to   tbs 


SosMtuuca  we  we  a  forest-vallt^y  encircling  a 
lake  or  morau,  aod  iwetJin^  on  all  Hides  into 
kill*;  ai  i>iher*  the  landncape  riies  liii^lier,  be- 
come* more  abrupt,  and  presents  a  number  of 
Uack,  broad,  ste«p,  almoat  alpine  mountuia 
flankt,  intermedin!;  each  other,  as  we  see  in  the 
(«:*«  canton  of  L'ri,  with  rapid  streams  winding 
ibroQ'^b  their  narrow  and  rocky  intervals. 

From  the  near  or  west  end  of  this  gloomy  and 
iiijii  track,  jim  before  descending  into  the  low 
^rroundt  of  St,  Anne,  looking  over  the  tops  of 
I'str  lower  trees,  we  suddenly  behold  the  wide 
M  I^wrence,  the  corn-fields  and  dwellings  of 
M.  Joarliim  and  f^l.  Anne  in  the  bright  vale 
iwlow.  with  the  [sic  of  (Orleans  farther  off,  and  a 
dim  «i>ion  of  Quebec  fihiniiig  aloft. 

Tie  licw  from  the  other  end  of  this  woodland 
rad,  |ir«ping  down  into  irt.  Paul's  Day,  is  equally 
tfot  differently  beautiful. 
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Such  is  the  immediate  \iciiuty  of  Cape  Tom^ 
ment. 

The  day  after  the  trip  to  St.  Feriole,  having 
breakfasted,  we  started  with  a  guide  secured  at 
no  ordinary  wage.  He  carried  our  provisions 
and  a  coil  of  rope. 

We  purposed  walking  to  the  hamlet  of  La 
Petite  Riviere,  eighteen  miles  distant,  without  a 
habitation  in  the  interval,  and  almost  wholly 
an  iron-bound  coast,  at  the  foot  of  Cape  Tour- 
ment,  and  two-thirds  washed  directly  by  the 
waves  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  save  occasional 
beaches  of  mud  or  shingle. 

Crossing  the  shallow  and  noisy  St.  Anne,  and 
some  fields  beyond,  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the 
huge  bluff — Cape  Tourment — up  above,  a  pile 
of  toppling  crags  —  down  below,  a  cliff  with  little 
ledges. 

Up  this  cliff  the  waves  swept,  ever  and  anon, 
dashing  sheets  of  water  many  feet  higher  than 
the  usual  common  sea-level. 

I  was  dismayed.  My  companions  behaved 
better  than  I  did.  As  we  faced  a  precipice  thirty 
or  forty  feet  high,  to  be  clambered  up  by  us, 
•*  This  cannot  be  the  way,"  shouted  I ;  *'  do  you 
take  us  for  Barbary  apes?" 

The  good  guide  spake  not,  but  shewed  us  one 
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*  W  two  featiop,  and  iben  >  brcutder  ledge  on  which 
!•  talw  kcMh  sad  frcsJi  coange.  Getting  up 
UMwif  irK,  he  gaw  b  hand  to  Mch  in  turn  ;  and 
■iMfth^vUh  trcraUiog  knees  and  anxious  ejrei, 
*■  «c«  planted  on  dw  wMnmit,  no  little  pleased 
vhh  oor  (occeM. 

After  walking  lalely  «noiigli  over  high  masses 
■f  liactnrcd  rocks,  we  now  fulluwed  our  giitdc's 
•sample,  and  pulled  US'  our  iib(>e«  uiii)  ntwkings 

rio^pai^  ■■■>  «lavp  water,  aa  mamatii  and  ataraing  aa 
if  tbey  had  been  coated  with  French  polish.  We 
mert  with  precisely  the  same  on  the  Hasli  side  of 
the  Grinuel  Pass.  I  was  surprised  bow  eecurel; 
the  naked  foot  clung  to  the  glass-like  rock. 

Tbb  haTing  continued  about  half  a  mile,  a  good 
deal  of  rough  bat  safe  walking  succeeded,  in  the 
mtdtl  of  which  we  came  upon  a  splendid  fissure, 
or  cleft,  in  the  mountain  —  another  "  Breche  de 
i{AlaDd,"deep  and  narrow,  and  renchingfarop  the 
aecIiTiif ,  composed  of  grand  rock  masses  piled 
high  in  the  air,  with  a  few  scattered  pines  here 
•ad  there.  It  maj  be  a  water-course  in  winter, 
bat  there  ia  none  in  September.  It  was  beyond 
■V  pencil,  and  langfaed  audibly  at  my  drawing- 
paper,  eight  inches  by  five. 

Now  the  bll  of  the  tide  permitted  our  access  to 
the  bench,  where  for  four  or  fire  heavy  miles  did 
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we  solemnly  trudge  barefoot,  always  over  ankles, 
sometimes  up  to  the  knees,  in  smooth  brown  mud. 
Once  or  twice,  in  rounding  a  point,  we  waded 
nearly  up  to  the  middle.  We  loudly  expressed 
our  disrelish  of  this  mode  of  progression  ;  but 
there  was  no  retreat. 

About  half-way  to  La  Petite  Rtyiere,  we  met 
with  a  charming  little  cascade  dancing  down  from 
a  mountain  summit.  Its  sweet  water  and  our 
need  tempted  us  to  dine  by  its  side.  Dining 
was  pleasant ;  but  mosquitoes  soon  found  us  out, 
and  punished  us  severely.  I  suffered  less  than 
my  friends,  because  instead  of  taking  a  nap  I  ran 
about  examining  the  rocks.  The  little  plagues  bit 
poor  Ritchie  blind  ;  at  least  he  became  so  in  an 
hour  or  two  from  the  swelling  of  the  eyelids  and 
face. 

After  lingering  about  our  cascade  for  four  hours, 
on  account  of  the  tide,  we  set  out  again,  and  alter- 
nately climbed  over  piles  of  large  dibris^  or  crept 
round  their  bases.  At  length  we  were,  to  all 
appearance,  stopped  by  a  smootii  round  buttress, 
thirty  feet  across,  the  deep  waters  below  lashing 
and  washing  high  up  the  rock,  while  all  above 
looked  most  forbidding.  But  straight  across  this 
buttress  ran  a  horizontal  ledge,  a  couple  of  inches 
broad.  Upon  this  my  two  friends  and  the  guide 
shu£9ed  with   vast  tremor  and   hesitation,  with 


t  .^ 


■muaj  •  stop  and  wiatfiillixikidaclaiiBg  tbey  eoaM 
Mtjlhar  go  on  Dor  return.  I  did  not  like  the 
'Aidk  uogiMs  of  miirr  thu  tide  averf  now  and 
'  dwn  «|Ht  Upwsnli  nmr  iIil-  ladgs. 

I  cried  nut  rnrrcpticall^,  Uk)  trolj,  tfalt  mj 
.  4itxf  head  wDiiltl  not  even  aOow  of  tny  tiding  to 
fmm.  So  I  hopt-lfvriv  inoantcd  tba  entsngicd 
,  W— p  Mvtvml  hundred  rect  alioTe  tbe  batbvM,  Bnd 
at  IftM  fettnd  «  jumMr  nr  hni^  Uockt,  fbrming  s 
luad  of  bofv,  tunnel,  or  [inMage.  At  it  leemed 
le  slope  dttwnwmnl*  aiiH  c-roMwiM  promisingly, 
I  omvM  into  it,  and,  vith  sundry  abrasions, 
,  and  rendinga  of  skin  and  clothes,  on 
f  Kt  the  other  end,  I  saw  myself  on  the 
wiihad  tor  tide  of  the  awkward  "  pax,"  my  friends 
funding  a  good  way  below  mc,  and  gating  about 
anconrfbrtably. 

The  loTC  of  geology  had  enticed  us  into  thesa 
pcffSa.  I  bethought  nie  of  the  old  sareasni  ut- 
lerad  againtt  all  sach  crazy  fulk  as  we  —  "  /, 
dnaeaa,  c(  eiort  per  Alpet." 

Taat  dinwnsions,  like  iboM  we  sec  in  Switzer- 
laad  and  tlia  Himalayas,  are  not  re({nired  to  )iro- 
daea  brliogs  of  pleasurable  awe.  A  walk  nndvr 
tb«  beightt  of  UoTer  will  prove  this.  So  we  were 
well  justified  in  bving  delighted  with  the  scenery 
of  Cape  Toarment. 
The  moantain  was  tteep^licre  in  perpendicular 
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sheets  of  naked  rock,  there  in  heaped-np  Cyclo- 
pean rains,  overspread  in  parts  with  delicate 
foliage.  Lofty  headlands  along  shore  shewed  ns 
labonr  to  come ;  and  a  brisk  wind  which  had 
sprung  up,  while  it  cooled  the  hot  air,  was  whiten- 
ing the  waves  with  little  breakers  over  the  broad 
surface  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Toward  the  latter  third  of  our  day's  work  the 
coast  lowered.  We  fell  in,  fortunately,  with  a 
level  beach  of  yellow  sand  for  five  weary  miles 
towards  La  Petite  Riyit^re.  The  finely-shaped 
hills  of  the  Eboulements  and  Malbay  seigniories 
now  came  into  view.  The  last  six  miles  I  led  my 
poor  friend  R.,  for  he  was  stone  blind.  Of  him 
it  might  be  said,  ^'  He  saw  no  man,  but  they  led 
him  by  the  hand."  Our  chief  was  also  disabled. 
The  insects  and  the  mud-wading  had  greatly 
swollen  his  legs,  and  made  them  look  like  raw 
beef.  Right  glad  were  we  to  find  ourselves,  at 
about  nine  in  the  evening,  in  the  first  poor  hut 
we  met  with — that  of  an  aged  couple,  who  kindly 
gave  us  shelter.  The  little  collection  of  dwellings 
near  the  St.  Lawrence  ofiered  nothing  better.  We 
supped  upon  our  own  provisions ;  after  which,  a 
blanket  or  two  being  spread  on  the  fioor,  we  were 
all  speedily  at  rest. 

Next  morning  my  friends  were  not  much  better, 
and  all  were  tired  and  sufiering ;  but  myself  the 
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least.  Walking  any  further  was  out  of  the 
question. 

I  ihoalil  here  mention  that  the  seigniory  of  La 
Petite  Riviere  la  a  group  of  small  farms  in  a 
break  in  the  mountains,  ihruui^h  wliich  runs  a 
gCBtle  stream.  The  scene,  ovcrhunt;  by  Cape 
IfaiDaid,  3200  feet  high,  i?  rural  and  more  than 
pflttj.  The  level  ground  coiirti^tcd  priuci pally  of 
kagr-fieUt,  and  the  people  were  husy  gathering  in 

■rcrop.  While  houst-t  are  dotted  ahoiit ;  and 
op  the  Talhry  I  espird  :i  churi'h-stL't'plc.  An 
Encli^hmnn  i^  :•**  *'«M'>!ii  «••  ii  :it  thi<«  {ilan-  almost 
a«  in  TiiiilHR-t->'i    r:  ii.\  lin:'    . 

In  llir  aftt::*iN.ii  \»  «•  !,:i»il  ;i  -^tiHit  t*.  iii:..:-lH»:it, 
aiid  ^Tnrtf'l  \m\'u  :>'iir  i-l\il  ( ';iii;t'ii:tii*<  I'^r  llti'  I'liy 

of  St.    I'aul.  tWrhi-    M..«  -«   InWi  r  dnWII   tln'  St.  LllV. - 

reoo*.  and  (»:i  i!h.-  -mhv    iIk-  iMTtli)  »i<ir. 

Wc  ct'ii^-ttd  ill-  il;ii*iii'  l.ii  lll\  ii  Ti*,  :mimat«''l  l»y 
aa  ai'tivi'  |Ki(tiil.i'i>ii  :  tlit-ii  Sy  i1i"  ^t<lf  tt{  :i  dark 
BMMinlawi  riirviiiL'  r>'iiii-l  a  <l-«'])  luy,  aii'i  Ici'lit'il 
br  the  liiic  \\  •-  -"mti  tiirii'i!  ('a|M'ili'la  I'a'.i^ 
the  wtTt  an^I-  **i  >v  I*;"!!'-  ii.iy,  Mid  I'aui'  in 
si^ht  of  Tfn*  •»»i;:ri:"r\  and  clui:*'!!  of  lli:-?  ii:iii!«', 
plarrd  at  tlu*  iia*!-  ni'  a  •!'-•  [>  "<  iiiicin'l*-  ••(  uiidii- 
latios;  moijnlaiii*>,  iii>>^i  i>!'  iln*  liiiii<'«*>  )r.d>i<Ti  by  a 
liacof  firs  fm-^i:;'/  part  nt  tiic  ^alicy. 

A*    w«*    wi-n*    :iii|iri  lii-iiirin    tn*-    iihii:'!i    <<t    tl. 
Cioutfrf*,   ihe  ri\rr   ulia-li    drain*'   tin-    \.iili\,   w.- 
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inquired  of  our  boatmen  for  accommodation  during 
our  short  stay.  As  in  all  the  more  remote  seig- 
nibrieSy  there  is  no  inn,  for  the  same  reason  that 
there  is  no  doctor  —  the  trade  will  not  pay,  our 
friends  recommended  us  to  try  M.  Rousseau,  a 
very  respectable  farmer  residing  close  by. 

The  wind  drove  us  up  the  Gouffre  rapidly  for 
about  a  mile,  when  we  brought  to  opposite  a  low, 
roomy,  clap-boarded  house  a  few  yards  from  the 
river,  with  true  signs  of  the  comfortable  about  it 
— a  good  garden,  outhouses,  and  several  chimneys. 
An  old  soldier  in  a  campaign  always  billets  him- 
self, if  possible,  upon  a  house  with  two  chimneys 
at  the  least — never  where  there  is  onlv  one ;  and 
for  very  obvious  reasons. 

We  announced  ourselves.  M.  Rousseau  was  at 
home,  and,  although  perfect  strangers,  without 
introductions,  received  us  with  the  greatest  kind- 
ness— a  kindness  manifested  with  equal  earnest- 
ness by  his  wife  and  family.  A  room  was  given 
to  us  containing  two  snow-white  beds,  and  re- 
freshments were  soon  on  table. 

Nature  had  been  at  best  but  niggardly  to  us  in 
personal  attractions ;  and  we  were  then  even  less 
so  than  usual,  being  purblind,  lame,  and  **  used 
up,"  as  well  as  roughly  clad  for  a  rough  service. 
Poor  Ritchie's  face  was  as  marred  and  speckled 
as  if  he  had  had   the  smallpox.      Nevertheless, 
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ilitruig  nar  three  days'  tlay,  tlic  aUetilionB  of  this 
gued  btnil*  were  nnreniittiri);.  The  invalidii  were 
nret'uIlTMMl  •ucceMfully  nur^eJ.  W«  fared  well ; 
Ibc  port  wai  jcood,  ibou|;h  but  litlle  drunk,  mid  tlie 
bcda  were  ttitt.  Wb*-n  we  K-fi,  in  spite  of  our 
timeen  endeavcMirs,  we  were  not  allowed  ro  make 
aDT  mDoneration  for  the  troalile  we  had  piven. 

After  refrealinieiit,  iMTin^  my  friends  iii-doon, 
1  stepped  forlli  to  examine  our  wliereal>outs.  1 
•lood  in  tb«  middle  of  a  sirnii-oval  Talley,  foar 
miles  deep  by  two  broad,  Rcreened  all  around 
br  a  high  country  of  mountains  sod  their  peaks, 
save  towards  the  St.  Lawrence.  These  mountains 
a^in,  are  flanked  in  llie  valley  at  irregular  dis- 
laRCc*  by  alluvial  terraces,  in  descending  Beriea 
towards  the  River  Gouflre,  two  or  three  in  number, 
and  not  always  perfect.*  These  terraces  and  knolls 
are  studded  witli  dwellio<;9  by  twos  and  threes, 
aod  by  clumps  of  beeches.  Through  this  sweet 
HTcoery  tbe  River  GoufTrc  pantues  a  winding  and 
I'ften  destmeiivc  course  from  tbe  interior,  aud  lias 
one  or  more  noble  bolts  of  fird  near  its  marshy 
t-tuboncbore. 

The  whole  bas  a  very  Swiss  look — a  sea  of 
uioaulains  in  the  rear  —  the  hamlets  sprinkled 

•  Ob  iW  om  n^  of  (be  oatrr  iiUrr  ot  wliirh  1  tm  nnw  ipcak. 
M«  M  ■  t"^  tslv  of  l*r|e  *ad  iiiiaU  boolden  and  nrtli  muMd 
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on  the  steeps  —  the  com  in  little  patches  among 
precipices — ^tiny  cascades,  the  pretty  church,  and 
the  roomy  old  bouses  half  hidden  by  pine-groves* 

As  well  as  this  outer  valley,  there  is  another 
within,  which  seemed  little  more  than  an  um- 
brageous dell  continued  into  the  interior  for  se- 
veral miles  among  primitive  mountains  abound- 
ing in  iron  ore,  and  giving  passage  to  the  GouSre. 

I  shall  not  sketch  in  further  detail  this  colony 
of  Normans,  as  two  illustrations  of  it  are  given. 

We  had  several  pleasant  rambles.  The  people 
were  as  comfortable  and  contented  as  well  as  may 
be  in  a  world  of  trial.  We  seldom  or  never  see 
in  Lower  Canada  any  of  those  slow,  thick-skinned, 
unimpressionable  rustics — barn-door  savages,  as  I 
have  heard  them  unfeelingly  called — that  fill  our 
villages  in  England.  In  St.  Paul's  Bay  they  are 
rather  a  good-looking  race — spare,  active,  with  a 
quick  eye,  both  men  and  women.  The  French 
Canadian  has  lively  affections,  great  excitability ; 
his  feelings  play  freely,  and  are  almost  explosive. 
He  is  fond  of  money,  shrewd  in  its  acquirement, 
and  retentive  when  he  has  it. 

Although  it  is  true  that  Lower  Canada  is  a  hard 
country  —  hard  in  its  sky,  hard  in  the  earth  and 
in  wrinkle-begetting  labour  —  yet,  on  the  whole, 
the  condition  of  its  agricultural  population  is  far 
preferable  to  that  of  the  English  labourer.    The 
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diief  dnarbadi  u  the  great  expense  of  keeping 
CBttl*  throogb  th«  long  winirr,  and  the  forced 
JjfaotM  of »  extended  u  period  of  time. 

TIm  Lower  ConulUn  tcqiiir<>s  land  ciwily  ;  and 
Acre  u  plenty  of  rooni  fur  lits  cliiidren  afler  Iiim. 
Tbc  fnifMl  and  inilDMriiius  man,  who  livcv  within 
ICO  ot  fiAeeo  milei  of  a  town,  U  ricti  in  coin  also, 
a*  a  rale.  His  oiarkel  id  reninnenitivc.  He  ha« 
aameivns  relifpoui  hutidaji,  wlilch  uiiually  lead 
to  (caMp  uid  meiTj* making.  His  spiritual  di> 
reetor  i»  rumnioaly  lii*  adviscM^neral,  and  is 
taken  from  bis  own  rank  of  life. 

St.  Paul's  Bay  is  so  healthy  as  not  to  require  a 
medical  man.  There  is  nothing  for  bim  to  dOt 
although  then  are  more  than  3000  inhabitant*  in 
tbe  viciaity.     Sereral  have  been  starved  out. 

S>metbiDg  either  political  or  connected  with 
ibe  climate  has  of  late  disturbed  tbe  serenity  of 
tbe  Lower  Canadians.  Although  they  bare  an 
FXtTcme  distaste  for  the  manners  and  habits  of 
ibe  Americans,  they  have  been  emigrating  in  con- 
Mdcrable  onmbers  to  the  Stale  of  Illinois  within 
tbe  last  two  years ;  a  thousand  in  1 648  to  Chicago. 

Oat-door  work  in  so  severe  a  climate  injures 
lite  appearance  and  gait  of  females.  We  saw  at 
a  little  dance,  howerer,  in  a  barn  belonging  to 
our  boats,  some  pleasing  faces.  I  liavc  obser>-ed 
that  the  bardsbipa  ondergone  by  European  as  well 
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as  American  mothers  do  not  deprive  their  infants 
and  young  people  of  the  round,  blooming,  hopeful 
features,  the  grace  and  general  loveliness,  we 
expect  at  their  time  of  life.  The  almost  super- 
natural ugliness  and  atrocious  aspect  of  a  fuU- 
blood  Indian  grandmother  is  beyond  conception  ; 
the  revolting  idea  has  yet  to  be  transmitted  to 
Europe. 

From  time  to  time  earthquakes  and  other  sin- 
gular appearances  take  place  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  seigniories.  As  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  last  well-authenticated  instance  at  St.  Paul's 
took  place  in  1792.  This  has  been  described  by 
Mr.  Gagnon,  in  a  letter  to  Capt.  Baddeley,  R.E., 
and  by  him  quoted  in  "Transactions  of  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Quebec,"  vol.  i.  p.  145.  As  it 
id  worth  reading,  I  have  made  some  extracts  from 
it  in  a  note.* 

I  believe  that  Lieut.  Hall's  sketch  of  this  part 
of  Lower  Canada,  made  in  1814,  is  the  last  public 
notice  of  it. 

*  "At  71*  15",  Oct.  6, 1792,  commenced  at  St.  Paul's,  a  series  of 
earthquakes  for  six  weeks,  from  two  to  five  daily,  but  much  more 
frequent  during  the  first  night,  though  small.  One  shock  had  an 
eastern  direction.     Weather  thick. 

**  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant  (Therm.  Fahr.  57^),  and 
on  the  27th,  (C""  30"',  Therm.  79**),  in  the  intenal  between  two 
mountains,  which  afforded  a  long  range  to  the  eye,  I  saw  a  con- 
tinual eruption  of  thick  smoke,  mixed  with  flame,  sometimes  shoot- 
ing high  in  the  air,  and  at  others  ascending  in  large  round  volumes, 
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SCrmsgen  buog  rarely  aeea  here,  our  little 
rmmUes  htd  nut  been  unnoticed.*  On  uur  third 
motniag,  therelbn:,  tlie  member  fur  tbe  Itny  nnd 
iu  rieinity  in  the  Provincial  Parliament,  a  little 
qoiek-wittM],  ddorlj  )>crM>n,  cnlled  upon  u»,  and 
whii  great  polilenns  invited  ua  to  t«a  for  the  same 
eremiaf .  Oar  lieiDg  wilhont  visitiug  costume  was 
not  WM  to  be  an  obttacle ;  so  we  willingly  tur- 
icatlcred,  partly  to  ihew  a  friendly  feeling,  and 
|MrtIy  froai  a  (aney  to  aee  the  menage  of  tbe 
leading  isdiTidoal  (tbe  priest  excepted)  of  lUe 
locUty. 

Of  tbe  oatside  of  Mr.  Potbier's  honse  I  shall 
not  My  a  word,  beeaoie  it  is  faithfully  delineated 
from  behind,  in  Irish  fiubioa,  in  the  accompany- 


tviMia(  M^  >UriiBt  abowt.  Daring  tb«  wlialc  night  Uk  iprc> 
tarir  ■*■  aJairahk.  Tba  iky  wu  all  on  fiie  aad  igiutcd.  Ilwn 
-«•  •  bdlK  of  h"i">B  tlw  face,  bat  no  wind." 

S*  ow  haa  wb  tbe  iftot.     In  1828,  vbm  CapL  Baddelrr  ra- 
mi^  Mr.  OigaiM'a  latter,  he  tfcosght  it  mettm  to  try  to  And  it, 
a  af  tha  traptiao  woald  be  oblilented  by  a  loinnant 
I,  C^  Baddder  had  not  tbe  Becewiry  tine 

m  hariaf  hem  -tt^hiH  by  the  nik  nnnd  Caps 
1  uul  botanical  cxcaniona  were  Tcry  li> 
•  ialcr-itratificationi  of  gneia  and 
•  iaall  n^  of  aalpfaaret  of  iMd  and  (loor  (par,  at  a 
ha  wart  Ma  aftba  TaHeji  and  I  madeahuty  nMk 
rr  vaDer  Ibr  two  or  three  milea,  but  I  (a» 
wwatoftine.     I  am  pemaded  that  this 
4tkTUte<apcde^ 
V«UI.  O 
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ing  drawing.  This  drawing  gives  us  a  pleasbg 
idea  of  the  secluded  valley,  its  pretty  church,  ve- 
nerable presbytery,  fnll-foliaged  trees,  and  warm 
dwellings  scattered  along  the  river-side.  In  the 
comer  of  the  picture  is  a  high  pole ;  this  marks 
the  residence  of  a  militia  officer,  where  his  men 
rendezvous  when  required. 

We  found  that  our  new  friend,  besides  being  a 
proprietor  and  occupier  of  land,  kept  a  store,  to 
the  great  convenience  of  the  public,  at  which  might 
be  purchased  every  nameable  article  suited  to  the 
place — rice  and  ribbons,  tape  and  tobacco,  bon- 
nets and  butter,  &c.  &c. 

I  was  somewhat  displeased  that  he  did  not  ask 
our  host  and  his  amiable  family — a  neglect,  I 
suppose,  arising  from  some  local  mystery. 

We  found  nothing  new  or  shocking  in  our  en- 
tertainment: it  was  English,— only  better,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  are  fond  of  liqueurs  and 
confectionary.  Unfortunately  for  my  wish  to 
meet  a  pure  native,  both  Madame  and  her  only 
daughter  had  more  than  once  accompanied  the 
M.P.P.  to  Quebec,  where  they  would  of  necessity 
see  much  good  society,  and  assist  at  the  Govemor- 
Generars  annual  ball.  For  party  reasons,  as 
well  as  for  better,  the  members  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament  were  much  courted  at  that  time. 

The  ladies  were  quiet  and  simple  in  their  man- 


■MB,  iMBt  IB  tbetr  drr* — some  three  ycnrr,  per- 
ka[w,  Ix^od  Bood  Street ;  but  lliat  ww  no  great 


0«r  chief  •ttg'j^eatrd  to  me,  by  a  little  by-pltty, 
tWt  1  oagbt  to  be  attentive  to  the  joong  ladjr,  h 
•k«  WW  eridenlljp  an  beircM ;  bat  1  at  once  bej^ed 
<*ff,  allboDgh  abe  was  both  pleiuio^  n»d  inlelligeDt. 
Taking  my  friend  to  a  window,  I  explained  to 
kun  that  1  was  of  loo  tender  jeani  to  lake  opon 
■•  M  7«l  tba  reepoMifailities  of  "tut  Aoame  fait." 
NeiUicr  wm  I  inclined  lo  spend  the  rest  of  ray 
day*  in  the  bolK'W  ofn  trt-t',  and  a?  such  should 
I  have  lielt  even  the  aweet  vale  of  Si.  Paul. 

None  an  to  home-«ick  aa  the  damsels  of  the 
free  and  easy  Canadas ;  very  lew  of  them  bear 
transplanlii^,  as  hundreds  of  English  officers 
know  right  well. 

Oar  kind  entertainer  had  designed  that  eveuing 
to  fructify;  ibr  the  tea-things  having  been  re- 
aoTcd,  aod  the  ladiea  settled  to  tbeir  tamboun, 
be  pw>ce«ied  to  play  the  member  of  astembly — 
th«t  ia,  to  indoctrinate  our  elder  companion  at 
Bach  lotgtb  into  the  griefi,  as  he  called  them,  of 
kin  eottstry.  The  French  Canadians  of  the  better 
riaas.  who  have  been  more  or  less  educated,  are 
oAca  iboogfatfiil,  and  fond  of  political  discussion. 
Aitbgogh  they  have  few  books,  and  those  of  a 
Toy  old  school,  they  have  nimble  minds,  and 
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spend  much  of  the  winter  together — the  young 
in  froliCy  and  the  older  in  grave  debate. 

It  was  only  natural  thi^t  we  conversed  on  public 
topics.  Mr.  Pothier  spoke  on  what  deeply  in- 
terested himself,  and  upon  what  he  thought  he 
understood.  He  really  made  quite  a  speech  at 
one  effort,  and  several  smaller  ones. 

I  shall  write  down  this  conversation  fully,  and, 
in  its  substance,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  as  repre- 
senting faithfully  the  state  of  French  feelings  at 
the  lime,  and  as  shewing  how  deeply  and  uni- 
versally the  Canadians  had  at  heart  the  great 
privilege  of  self-government.*  Most,  if  not  all 
the  great  public  grievances  then  existing,  have 
since  been  removed.  They  have  self-government 
enough. 

'^  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  the  play  of  his  features 
shewing  a  marked  wish  not  to  offend  his  guests, 
and  yet  a  settled  determination  to  open  his  mind 
to  a  party  of  officials,  however  humble  and  power- 
less in  reality, — "  I  hope  I  do  not  presume  too 
''  far  upon  your  forbearance,  in  laying  before  you 
^'  a  few  of  my  provincial  notions  this  evening; 
''  and  before  I  say  another  word"  (whereupon 
our  good  chief,  who  had  been  looking  at  his  still 
swollen  legs,  pricked  up  his  ears  a  little  alarmed), 

*  It  has  been  traDBcribed  a  year ;  and  therefore  before  the  pre- 
sent agitation. 
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"  ptmil  OH  to  decUre  lo  5011  that  lh«  inhabit- 
**  uu  of  toy  oonoiry  are  not  inscoaiblc  to  tbe 
*"  mmnj  blcMings  they  enjoy  aadi-r  the  mild  sway 
*•  of  Britain. 

"I  am  about  to  wt  tliingfl  in  a  light  new  (o 
"yo* — pcrb«p*  nnjitesMtntly  new,  but  still  in 
**  tbe  tni«  light.  Public  opiuioa  in  England  is 
"  ftnuigly  sfpinst  our  wisbeH;  but  ibis  is  simply 
**  for  want  uf  canaderatioD.  On  tooie  subjects, 
**  Ufht  nacbei  os  all  at  one  time,  only  through 
"  a  avT)o>,  as  it  were,  and  it  little  belter  than 
"  dai^oeia ;  bat  after  a  while  the  crerice  becomes 
"  a  window,  and  the  window  a  bright  oriel.  May 
"  it  be  so  now!  I  hope  to  obtain  our  demands 
"  by  amicable  means — a  bloody  struggle  would 
"  be  too  coatly,  as  well  as  uncertain.  It  may 
"  come  to  this ;   but  I  will  not  share  in  it. 

"  We  aak  not  to  intermeddle  in  tbe  imperial 
"  qaajtiom  of  peace  and  war,  or  of  treaty -making; 
"  bat  for  an  ezecotiTa  government,  responsible 
"  far  all  tbdr  acts  to  the  people  of  the  Canadas, 
"  as  rvprewoted  in  their  Senate  and  House  of 
"  AsMmbly.  We  ask  for  the  precious  faculty  of 
"  sair-aiaiUigeroeot — for  the  power  of  transacting 
"  all  oar  bosinen  porely  local  and  Canadian, 
"  wiiboat  reforeoee  to  Downing  Street.  We  wish 
"  for  the  eoBtrol  of  all  monies  levied  in  tbe 
"  colooy ;  tlw  appointment  and  dismissal  of  all 
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it 


execatiye  and  judicial  officials,  who  most  be, 

as  far  as  possible,  Canadian-born.  In  granting 
**  this,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  homanity  would 
**  receive  a  magnanimous  lesson,  and  that  all 
'*  parties  would  be  great  gainers. 

**  I  am  free  to  confess  to  yon  that  my  country- 
*^  men  hourly  sigh  for  their  political  rights**  (I 
am  translating  from  the  French).  **  We  feel  it 
**  to  be  quite  as  indispensable  to  communities  to 
'*  manage  their  own  affairs,  and  be  responsible 
'*  for  their  own  happiness,  as  it  is  to  individuals ; 
*^  and  that  no  abundance  of  meat  and.  clothing, 
**  no  security  of  person,  can  compensate  for  the 
'*  want  of  that  moral  schooling  which  is  involved 
"  in  self-guidance,  or  for  the  loss  of  the  whole- 
*^  some  and  joyous  sense  which  fills  the  breast  of 
*'  the  citizen  of  a  self-ruling  state. 

**  It  would  be  well  to  give  the  Canadians  a  re- 
'^  sponsible  government.  Who  is  so  interested  in 
"  their  welfare  ?  who  so  minutely  and  accurately 
"  informed  about  them  ?  We  are  a  colony  num- 
*'  bering  1,500,000  souls,  fifty-seven  years  in  the 
"  possession  of  a  representative  government — ^im- 
**  perfect,  to  be  sure.  We  feel  equal  to  the  task, 
**  and  see,  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  a 
"  great  and  prosperous  future  before  us.  Neither 
**  are  we  left  without  the  human  instruments  to 
**  carry  out  the  local  administration  of  our  affairs. 
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"  We  luve  nwn  of  alnlity  rafficient  wid  to  spare, 
"  to  all  ibe  public  valks  of  lifu,  to  conduct  with 
**  credit  vul  aijtiily  ibe  rarioun  departments  of  go- 
"  vcnunent,  from  the  behest  office  to  tlie  loweat." 
"  Permit  me  to  inlornipt  joa.  my  dear  air,  for 
"  a  aonictit,'*  huiUy  ititempted  Dr.  W.,  who 
hj  thtf  time  twd  brou^t  his  acatiered  thoughts 
to  bear  upon  this  uiddeD  political  oitalwight ;  bein^ 
maw  compelled  to  for^t  the  6owen  aod  fountains 
of  Sl  Pud's  Bay,  in  which  he  eame  to  delight. 
**  I  think  tlial,  like  certain  Uilies,  you  are  speak- 
"  iag  of  one  thing  and  meaning  another.  I  fear 
"  that,  while  yoo  talk  of  responsible  goverament, 
"  yon  mean  independence ;  and  that  is  a  very  in- 
"  diacreet  topic  with  a  servant  of  the  English 
"  crown.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  widely  preTail- 
"  ing  opinion,  that  a  total  scTerance  between  the 
"  mother  eoantry  and  her  Canadian  provinces  is 
"  not  Tery  remote;  bat  this  is  only  the  mistake 
"  of  a  Crw  short-sighted  and  dissatisfied  men.  No 
"  prima  minister,  however  powerful,  dares  to  ask 
**  the  sovereign  and  his  people  to  set  you  free, 
"  and  part  with  one  of  the  brightest  and  most 
"  giorioos  jewels  of  the  British  crown.  Are  you 
**  aUe  to  contend  with  the  parent  state  I  Are  you 
"  ea|)nhle  of  prosperoas  self-existence  T  I  greatly 
**  do«bt  both.  It  was  only  tbroagh  a  remarkable 
e  of  iavoarable  circnmstances,  by  the 
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uprising  of  many  Americans  of  supreme  talent 
in  the  various  departments  of  public  service, 
aided  by  a  powerful  European  nation,  and  still 
more  by  the  justice  of  their  cause,  that  the 
United  States  were  enabled  to  win  their  freedom. 
A  short  and  true  story  comes  into  my  mind  on 
this  subject.  Some  Loyalists  waited  upon  Lord 
North,  the  minister  of  the  day,  to  explain  to 
him  the  various  agencies  at  work  in  the  Ame- 
rican Revolution,  its  causes  and  motives.  Their 
story  was  long — seemingly  endless,  and  not  a 
little  confused.  But  Lord  North  interrupted 
them,  and  said,  ^  Ah !  I  see  how  it  is ;  the  child 
has  burst  his  breeches.'  You  think  you  are 
old  enough  and  strong  enough  to  do  the  same ; 
but  you  will  find  your  pantaloons  made  of 
tougher  materials.  You  are  not  ripe  yet  for 
self-government;  when  you  are,  I  trust  Eng- 
land will  understand  her  duty,  and  part  with 
you  in  an  amicable  spirit." 
"No,"  said  M.  dc  Rouville  Pothier;  "you 
never  did  emancipate  a  colony,  and  I  fear  never 
mean  to  do  so.  Look  at  the  millions  you  are 
expending  on  Fort  Diamond,  which  commands 
the  gate  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  can  lay 
Quebec  in  ashes  in  two  hours.  Look  at  your 
vast  defences  and  naval  yard  at  Montreal  and 
Kingston ;   your  ship-canals,  &c.  &c.      These 
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"  Mcm  iaU]id«(l  to  overawe  the  people  ofCanaila 
**  Air  tlieir  own  good,  and  lo  pcrpctaate  the  c<m- 
*- BrnoQ, —  a  coaonion,  let  it  be  dUtinctly  an- 
"  dentood,  1  am  as  far  as  you,  dear  sir,  from 
"  wUbiog  dcftlroTcd,  and  of  whose  benefiu  to  u^ 
"  I  am  full^  conriorcd." 

"  I  am  tflad  to  6iid  I  liavc  mistaken  you," 
replied  lh«  Doctor,  who  now  wanned  in  the  dis- 
pnu,  and  baitened  to  iajr,  "  Voti  tnuBt  sec  that  it 
**  b  a  coDnexMn  Dot  only  of  mere  interest,  but 
"  also  of  the  higher  fevlin;^  of  duly,  ^rradtiide, 
"  and  hoaoar,  the  breaking  op  of  which,  except 
"  opoo  extraordinary  groundi,  would  be  a  calamity 
"  to  both  parties-  In  case  of  separation,  or  if  yoa 
"  remaiD  independent,  but  weak,  and  in  constant 
"  fear  of  your  powerful  neighbours,  you  must  be 
"  immediately  and  heavily  taxed.  Instead  of  the 
"  praeat  low  enstom^boase  duties,  you  must  pay 
"  Ibrty  per  cent  to  meet  four  new  expenses  of 
"  admioistratioo,  of  defence,  and  the  local  bur- 
"  then*."  (At  present,  1849,  they  are  twenty  per 
ccot  below  thoM  of  the  United  Stales.) 

"If  yon  annex  lo  the  United  Slates,  the  entire 
*'  eoatonu  and  land  rerenues  would  be  placed  at 
**  the  dispoaal  of  the  Federal  Gorernment  for 
"  general  purposes,  while  the  Canadian  )>eople 
"  woald  be  taxed  directly  for  all  local  object*. 
"  The  control  of  yoar  own  rerenae  would  be  gone. 

"  Tlte  Boman  CatboUc  bishops  and  clergy  would 
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'*  immedimtely  lose  the  public  salaries  which  for 
'*  fifty  years  they  have  received  from  the  British 
*'  GoTemment.  Neither  have  I  the  least  doubt 
^*  bat  that  the  proprietors  of  land  under  the  French 
*'  tenures  would  eventually  be  beggared  by  a  con- 
*'  fiscation,  in  spite  of  any  proviso  to  the  contrary. 
**  In  the  councils  of  Washington  it  is  well  known 
*^  that  the  sacred  cry  of  justice  and  of  right  is 
*'  stifled  in  the  presence  of  personal  or  national 
**  interest,  just  as  much  as  in  those  of  St.  Peters* 
'*  burgh. — {The  SeminoleSy  Mexico^  ^c.) 

"  If  you  were  to  separate  to-morrow,  a  few 
**  lawyers  would  be  the  chief  gainers.  They,  with 
**  their  connexions,  would  fill  all  the  public  offices. 

"  The  great  body,  I  think  I  have  shewn,  would 
^'  suffer,  and  would  not  be  slow  in  telling  you  so; 
'*  for  few  love  money  with  the  intense  affection 
"  of  a  Canadian  peasant." —  (Spoken  plainly,  I 
thought) 

"  I  made  use  of  the  word  '  gratitude '  just  now. 
^^  How  beautifully  was  the  kindness  of  the  home 
"  Government  shewn  a  few  years  ago  in  this  re- 
**  mote  spot !  Your  crops  barely  suffice  for  your 
"  population ;  you  have  scarcely  any  other  re- 
^^  sources.  At  the  time  to  which  I  allude,  a  deficient 
''  harvest  brought  you  to  the  brink  of  a  famine." 

"  Your  sovereign  supplied  all  your  wants,  and 
**  asked  for  no  return.  Perhaps  your  own  hand 
**  drew  up  the  petition  for  this  aid.      I  doubt 
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"  wbnlMr  the  Canada*  in  a  state  of  indopendenca 
"  wrtald  have  tlotteao  much.  Tor  the  nestern  pco[ile 
"  %n  ttot  o»erfoD(l  of  their  French  compatriots. 
"  TTw  authorities  of  Wa*hington,  900  miles  from 
**  joa,  wunhl  not  hare  ieiit  you  a  dollar." 

**  Bal  to  desoeod  now  to  a  more  |>oasible  and 
*  Imi  Tiolcot  political  change,  your  having  re- 
**  ipomible  goTemoient,  the  mana^ment  of  your 
■*  ova  vSkin  all  hnt  nocootrolled  by  the  Colouial 
"  OCcB,  I  am  toTTj  to  tay  that  I  ha«o  misgi  rings, 
"  tonoil  mi'I  ilcp,  aln)i:t  ttiiit  measure.  When  I 
"  thiok  of  the  few  permanent  residents  in  thia 
"  country,  adapted  by  education,  abilities,  and 
"  habits  of  labonr,  for  the  conscientionsly  dis- 
"  char^ged  burdens  of  office, — when  I  think  of  the 
'*  number  of  office-seekers,  their  poverty,  lo*e  of 
"  display  and  official  distinction,  I  cannot  hut 
"  foresee  a  raat  increase  of  what  1  already  observe 
"  too  much — of  heartburnings,  animosities,  cabal, 
"  and  the  sacrifice  of  public  to  private  interests : 
"  I  am  not  prepared  to  grant  even  this  smaller 
"  measure  of  emancipation.  And  1  am  sure  you 
"  will  allow  that  the  intentions  of  the  Imperial 
"  GoTcmment  are  kind  and  paternal.  It  has  no 
"  other  ot^ect  than  your  well-being,  knowing 
"  that  it  operates  directly  upon  that  of  Britain. 
**  And  see  bow  you  have  prospered ! " 

**  Well,  my  dear  sir,"  retorted  the  eager  bat 
■till  friendly  Pothier,  whose  flashed  < 
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had  also  tinted  with  carmine  the  sympathising 
cheeks  of  his  wife  and  daughter.  ^'  Bat,  pardon 
**  me,  I  do  insist,  but  with  perfect  respect,  that 
^'  we  have  in  Canada  the  requisite  materials  for 
^*  self-government,  and  that  there  is  a  sufficiency 
*^  among  us  of  stability,  honesty,  common  sense, 
*^  and  knowledge.  You  are  too  hard  upon  us ;  I 
**  can  point  out  the  men." 

**  I  concede  that  the  Colonial  Office  means  well, 
^'  but  its  good  intentions  are  marred  by  ignorance. 
''  Your  office  people  know  nothing  about  us,  and 
''  mismanage  us,  as  they  do  all  the  other  colonies. 
"  They  seem  to  have  neither  sunlight  nor  star- 
"  light  to  guide  them.  We  have  had  a  hundred 
"  incontestable  proofs  of  this.  What  good  can 
^'  an  over-tasked  man,  3000  miles  off,  in  a  back 
"  attic  in  London,  do  my  country?  W^hat  does 
^'  he  know  of  its  wants,  modified  by  climate,  cus- 
"  toms,  and  prejudices,  as  well  as  by  a  thousand 
*^  points  in  statistics  and  topography — distracted 
"  as  he  is  with  the  cries  of  forty-two  other  colonies  ? 
'^  These  things  are  only  known  to  him  in  the 
^*  rough.  He  can  direct  and  advise  on  general 
^'  grounds  alone,  and,  therefore,  too  often  erro- 
*^  neously.  Besides,  he  is  like  one  of  your  church- 
"  wardens,  only  a  temporary  officer.  He  fears  to 
"  meddle,  and  leaves  the  grief  to  grow.  If  we 
*^  have  a  sensible,  useful  colonial  minister  to-day, 
**  he  is  lost  to-morrow  ;  and  we  have  in  his  place 
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"  »a  idle  ami  UUinformed,  or  a  ipeculalive,  Iiair- 
"  fplrttin^,  tpecions  man  to  deal  with  —  never 
"  IreliBg  aafc,  and  tometimes  driven  half-mad  lijr 
"  hi*  fatal  crotchcU." 

Here  Dr.  Wright  looked  very  uneasy,  hut  lield 
ll»  peace. 

"Tbe  blnodent  cotnmitted  at  home  pervade  all 
"  department*.  Tlie  LonJa  of  the  Admiralty  aend 
"  waler-tanks  for  «liip«  railing  on  a  lake  of  the 
"  paraat  water  in  the  n-orld.  The  Ordnance 
"  OCoe  (or  aome  such  place)  oend  cannon  to  be 
"  trsnaported  from  Quebec  into  the  upper  country 
"  in  winter;  one  gun  costing  1700/.  to  take  it  to 
"  Kio^aton,  where,  by  tbe  bye,  it  never  arrived, 
"  Ibr  it  liea  to  this  day  in  the  woods,  ten  miles 
"  abort  of  its  dealiDation." 

**  A  man  becomes  a  public  defaulter  to  the 
"  amoant  of  100,000/.  and  he  is  rewarded  with  a 
"  fauooetey.  A  seigniory  worth  15001.  per  an- 
"  nam,  belonging  to  him,  is  not  attached,  it  being 
"  wppoacd  to  have  been  given  to  the  son ;  but 
"  twenty  jean  afterwards,  a  new  governor,  of  a 
"  bcddcr  temper,  seized  it  at  once  on  behalf  of 
"  tbe  poblie. 

"  AdratnistratiTa  difficulties  at  present  weigb 
"  npon  tu  for  six  months,  to  which  a  week  or  a 
"  day  bere  would  pnt  a  period,  or  which  never 
"  woold  ban  be«n  a  difficult  at  all." 
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"  My  wonder,  too,  is,"  he  continued, "  how  our 
**  excellent  go?emor  in  his  castle  of  St.  Louis  gets 
'*  to  know  anything  about  us.  The  officials  at 
*'  home  are  in  a  worse  case  still.  I  pity  the  per- 
**  plezed  governor  walking  amid  the  corruption 
^*  of  clever  and  interested  persons,  who  colour 
*'  everything  to  suit  their  own  views.  I  have 
**  heard  it  said  that  there  is  a  gentleman  at  Quebec 
**  who  has  a  petition  ready  to  be  Idd  at  his  £z- 
**  cellency's  feet  for  every  and  each  well-paid 
**  office  as  it  falls  vacant." 

**  There  is  a  grievance  which  we  feel  most 
'^  acutely,  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  state :  it  is, 
''  that  the  greatest  number,  and  the  most  lucra- 
"  tive,  of  our  public  offices  are  given  to  strangers. 
"  Every  vacant  place  almost  is  filled  up  by  the 
"  second  cousin  of  a  member  of  the  Imperial 
*'  Parliament,  or  by  some  one  who  has  been  useful 
^'  to  the  ministry  in  some  obscure  county  election. 

Our  peasantry  have  a  notion  that  soldiers  are 

stored  up  in  barrels  at  Chatham,  fully  accoutred 
^^  for  use  in  Canada,  so  soon  and  surely  are  they 
•*  sent  out  when  wanted.  And  verily,  I  believe 
"  there  is  something  of  the  kind  among  the  men 
^'  of  the  law,  the  custom-house,  and  other  branches 
"  of  the  civil  service.  At  present,  therefore,  our 
'*  own  young  ambitions  are  in  despair.  I  can 
**  shew  you  a  hundred  young  men  of  family,  with 
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*«KltiTatK)  AOiI  hoDDursble  minds,  absolutely 
"  ninatnK  to  Mi.-d  fur  w&nt  of  occupation,  and 
"  cxaapented  at  finding  themselves  negl«cled. 
"  Tlws*.  nodcr  a  Wllvr  order  of  thin^,  trill  find 
**  acw  dotic*.  new  •ulwistence,  and  bo  made  de- 
**  loted  wrrmfita  of  a  jiul  goTomiiieDt. 

"  It  ia  Miljr  prudent  to  do  nliat  io  right  by  tlie 
"  Caaadiana,  for  tbcJr  coimtrj'  ia  in  the  gn»p  of 
"  the  United  States  at  aaj  moment ;  continents 
"  from  the  four  nearest  »tatcs  would  (jtke  it  iire- 
*  T«caUy  ia  one  eampa^^.  Yoo  will  renwmber 
**  that  it  baa  become  a  fashion  among  American 
"  Preaid«nts  to  signalise  their  fonr  years'  reign  by 
"  some  distii^iahed  aeqoisition.  Neither  prin- 
"  ciple  nor  tbeir  true  interests  will  stop  an  excit- 
**  aUe  people  like  the  Americans,  with  an  ambitions 
"  politician  at  their  head."  * 

Here  our  worthy  chiefs  face  began  to  gather 
biackoesil  He  was  tired  of  the  discussion,  and 
walked  to  the  window  to  gaze  upon  the  placid 
■cene  dose  to  hia  eye -^  the  well-kept  church,  the 
preabytcrj,  nearly  smothered  under  one  huge 
tree ;  the  burial-ground,  full  of  black  wooden 
Crowes,  bang  with  wreaths  of  amaranth  and  the 
linsrl  gaoda  of  bumble  affection. 

■  riBMil  WodMd  Seolt,  an  ible  ud  tctt  popolu  oSccr.  fcai 
f  W  far  tha  Pnodncy  of  the  Unitid  SMtt  bj  mUac 

«0(t)>tCM*dH(1849>. 
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After  a  little  time  he  returned  to  his  seat  with 
recovered  features,  and  said,  *'  I  think  we  have 
**  talked  enough  to-night.  Although  no  revola- 
*'  tion  is  meant,  still  it  is  well  to  remark,  that 
^'  great  political  changes  are  too  often  fruitless  ca- 
^*  lamities,  devouring  their  own  children.  Might 
*^  we  persuade  Mademoiselle  to  favour  us  with  a 
"  little  music? — I  see  a  new  piano." 

The  rest  of  the  evening  passed  off  well.  We 
had  some  old  French  urs,  sung  not  amiss ;  some 
delicate  preserved  fruits  and  cream,  with  Martin- 
ique liqueurs ;  and  parted. 

In  the  passage  near  the  door,  while  M.  Pothier 
was  finding  Dr.  Wright's  hat  and  stout  stick,  he 
could  not  help  quoting  the  old  Frenchman  who 
said,  that  "  He  who  lives  in  the  mist  of  the  valley 
^'  is  too  apt  to  laugh  at  the  cries  of  the  sentinel 
"  on  the  clear  hill-top." 

**  Excuse  me,  my  good  sir,"  replied  the  Doctor, 
**  if  I  say,  very  seriously,  that  Papineau  and  bis 
*'  fellows  are  using  your  honesty  and  your  in- 
**  fluence  to  prepare  for  the  Canadas  '  the  day  of 
"  slaughter  when  the  towers  fall/  " 

This  conversation  actually  took  place  many 
years  ago,  but  not  so  methodically  as  reported. 

M.  de  Rouville  Pothier  is  one  of  the  moderate 
opposition. 

While  walking  home,  Dr.  Wright,  a  mettlesome 
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1,  fthewed  many  ugat  of  disturbance.  He 
I  lie  wu  not  prepared  for  such  an  attack 
ftqa  a  mn  ower  heard  of  in  tlie  House  of 
JMmUjr. 

"  II  sbein  tliat  there  is  not  only  discontent, 
htt  power,  oDt  of  it^bt.  The  wont  of  it  is,  that 
iWn  ia  mnch  inith  in  what  he  »uyf.  Do  you 
tUok  ibey  will  ever  try  an  open  innurreclioo}" 

"  Yea,  air,**  I  uid ;  "  the  men  who  are  planniog 
**  it  arv  known  even  now.  Poliliciana  and  sol- 
••  dien  ■prinfT  ap  in  a  new  coaotry  before  philo- 
"  aopher*  and  poeta.  They  have  seventy  thouaand 
"  ni«n*J  milititmen,  and  a  hardy  peasantry. 
"  Tkere  will  be  no  want  of  generals.  Permit  me, 
"  dear  sir,  to  say  that  yoa  manifested  great  tact 
"  aad  prowcia  in  this  very  nnezpected  skirmbh." 

If  I  am  to  be  allowed  to  express  my  own 
kaaUe  opinion,  I  should  say  that  at  the  present 
hour  tbe  Caoadiaos  have  obtained  in  responsible 
goveniiDeot  all  that  a  sensible  people  can  require 
tor  their  real  good  ;  but  that  as  soon  as  they  are 
able  to  stand  comfortably  alone,  and  can  shew 
that  three-fbonhs  of  the  population  desire  it,  we 
■boald  atDieably  set  them  free,  with  certain  pay- 
■wnu  li>r  fortificalions,  and  not  without  a  treaty 
of  alltance. 

Tki*  should  be  done  because  it  is  right,  in 
ietmaee  of  an  apparent  expediency.     Nations  are 

▼ot.  I.  r 
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as  muck  bound  to  act  on  the  Christian  principle 
of  doing  to  others  as  they  would  be  done  by,  as 
individuals. 

Plausible  reasons  against  such  a  policy  are  not 
wanting,  such  as  that  it  would  be  a  national 
dishonour,  that  Canada  is  an  outlet  for  our  surplus 
people  and  our  manu&ctures,  a  nursery  for  our 
sailors,  &c.;  but,  of  necessity,  so  it  would  renudn. 
We  should  be  no  losers.  What  have  we  lost  by 
the  emancipation  of  the  United  States  ?  They 
are  our  outlet,  market,  and  naval  nursery  twenty- 
fold.  Two  shillings  a-month  of  additional  pay 
would  fill  our  navy  with  the  finest  seamen  in  the 
world ;  and  the  Canadians  are  far  too  shrewd  not 
to  buy  in  the  cheapest  market  and  sell  in  the 
dearest.  As  to  the  dishonour,  I  see  none,  having 
for  some  time  a  strong  feeling  upon  the  sin  of 
dominating  over  more  tribes  and  wider  regions 
than  can  be  superintended  beneficially.  For  this,  I 
fear,  more  empires  than  one  will  on  a  certain  day 
be  awfully  rebuked. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  agree  with  Sir  Henry 
Pamell  when  he  says,  that  '^  the  possession  of 
colonies  afibrds  no  advantages  which  could  not  be 
obtained  by  commercial  intercourse  with  inde- 
pendent states." 

Mr.  William  Gladstone,  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons  (April  1849)  of  a  wise  system  of 
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D,  mjs,  "  Then  the  coosezion  e 

**tha  dependmc;  and  tbe  mother  country  i 
**  lalwiit  u  long  u  it  »  good  for  cither ;  anu 
••  vhn  it  enacs,  1  hoj  '    ,e  will  come  when 

**  the  BcpanUioo  shall  »,  not  violently, 

"  bat  by  the  nntaraJ  i  <  and  Ti^ur  of  its 

**  nigigio,  to  rait  it  fo  ifBclf-government 

"■■d  af  hid«p«ulenet  i  there  may  still 

*m1hm1   that  kiniiUri  n,   fevIiDgs,  and 

**  twtitatiotif,  which  are  infinilcly  more  valuable 
"  Abi  amf  poBliol  connezioD  wbstever.  (Hear, 
"bear!)" 

Foreignen  (Caatelnan,  "Vnea  et  Souvenirs 
de  rAmeriqafl  du  Nord  ")  already  perceive  that 
the  leparBtion  we  are  vpeaking  of  is  certain,  and 
a  mere  natter  of  time. 

U  a  graeral  sod  well-planDed  attempt  to  shake 
ct  tbe  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  were  to  occur, 
1  bare  great  Tesu*  for  tbe  issue. 

The  population  of  the  Canadas  is  Dnmeroni, 
rich,  intelligent,  and  warlike.  Then,  again, 
sothiBg  could  prevent  the  idle  yoang  men  of  the 
L'aited  States  (full  of  meat  and  of  pothouse  glory, 
tbabbr  and  fiUse,  acquired  among  tbe  Indian 
Wriea  aod  distnetions  of  Mexico)  from  belpiog, 
tad  eveatnally  dragging  the  great  Confederacy 
iMtlf  into  tbe  contest,  to  the  sincere  grief  of  all 
iwidefstB  persoDt.     I  rt^et  to  say  that  tbe 
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peaceful  and  high-minded  blacksmith ,  Eliha 
Bnrritt,  is  but  a  sorry  representative  of  the 
American  public  (1849). 

Early  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day  we  left 
this  sweet  valley ,  of  which  the  best  drawings  give 
a  very  inadequate  notion. 

We  again  and  again  thanked  our  kind  hosts, 
the  RousseauSy  who,  I  repeat,  would  hear  of  no 
remuneration.  The  only  return  ever  made  to 
them  was  in  the  form  of  a  champagne  dinner 
to  the  eldest  son  during  one  of  his  rare  visits  to 
Quebec. 

An  excellent  boat,  with  civil  boatmen,  con- 
Teyed  us  swiftly  across  the  St.  Lawrence  to  its 
opposite  or  southern  shore,  a  traverse  (12-16 
miles)  of  rough  waters,  as  they  proved  to  us^ 
studded  with  pilot  and  fishing-boats,  with  now 
and  then  a  large  European  vessel,  under  whose 
bows  we  shot,  while  their  passengers  leaned 
curiously  over  the  bulwarks,  and  up  among  the 
^iggiiig*  to  examine  us. 

After  having  got  a-ground,  near  the  shore,  in 
the  mud,  and  there  remained  in  the  dark  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  we  landed  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Anne,  and  found  shelter  in  a  cottage  hard 
by.  It  afibrded  us  only  one  small,  sweltering 
bed-room;  we  (the  two  young  folk),  therefore, 
after  a  supper  of  black  bread,   bacon,  and  a 
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I  of  burnt  beans  (called  eoSee),  retired 
p  m  bun  fall  of  fr«gnuit  h&y,  where  we  slept 
IVj  coatfoflablf  in  our  clothes.  But  the  next 
bnia|{  w«  wen)  much  gri«ved  to  tind  that  our 
hhf  )mi1  wflerad  •  small  martyrdom  under  the 
llvluiad  1— 111  1 1  of  insects,  heavy  bed-clotbet, 
1^  lad  diet.  So  dUconcerted  waa  he  that, 
|bm|p  pneored  with  some  difficuliy  a  calash, 
l^ltefftad  lorthwiUi  for  Quebec,  taking  with  bira 
y  friml  Ktchie. 

H«  did  well.  It  is  only  for  the  young  to  go 
■  trmmp  in  a  comilry  without  inns.  Water  from 
dirty  l>ka  i*  neither  nholesome  nor  palalenble 
(krr  ieicd  champagne  every  day.  1  was  now 
looc,  witli  a  few  iiecei>aarieH  in  a  little  bag, 
I  fi>ot  towards  the  small  town  of 
,  distant  twenty-one  miles. 
I  foand  tbif  part  of  tki>  south  shore  of  the  St. 
e  broken  up  into  low,  rocky  ridges  (of  in- 
B  and  conglomerate),  with  Bmiling 
I  ia  tbe  inlerrols,  the  crops  of  wheat 
'  fine.  Here  and  there  along  the 
sad,  and  near  tbe  bouses,  the  dropping  wyche- 
\mm  ««r«  iMrgt,  and  almost  artistically  planted. 
-PIsi*  reprewnti  a  scene  in  tbe  parish  of 
.'Islet. 

A/icr  tbrM  boars'  brisk  walking  I  was  cheered  by 
naig  told  I  wu  within  nx  miles  of  St.  Thomas, 
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and  as  much  mortified  when,  after  an  honr's 
further  march,  I  found  I  had  yet  eight  miles 
to  go. 

In  due  season  I  arrived,  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  town  crossed  two  bridges  over  the  River  da 
Sad,  evidently  a  large  body  of  water  in  wmter 
firom  the  breadth  of  its  bed. 

I  had  scarcely  heard  of  this  little  place.  It 
has  a  thousand  inhabitants,  among  whom  I  saw 
many  cheerful  faces  in  its  four  or  five  short 
streets.  The  houses  were  in  the  roomy,  heavy 
French  style,  in  good  repair,  and  white-washed. 
The  environs  are  woody.  It  is  the  market-town 
for  a  considerable  interior,  and  has  mills. 

The  next  day  I  plodded  on  to  Beaumont.  It 
was  a  Roman  Catholic  fSte-day.  I  must  have  met 
the  entire  population  of  the  neighbourhood  on  their 
way  to  church,  some  on  foot,  some  in  calashes,  all 
looking  happy  and  well-attired.  I  wish  that  we 
Protestants  would  mix  a  more  social  spirit  with 
the  practical  part  of  our  religion.  We  might,  on 
the  anniversaries  of  missionary  and  benevoleut 
institutions,  for  instance. 

The  whole  country,  from  St.  Thomas  to  Beau- 
mont, perhaps  eighteen  miles,  is  very  pleasing, 
and  is  spread  out  in  grass  and  corn-fields,  with 
young  woods  of  pine  and  birch  on  terraces,  just 
high  enough  to  shelter  the  cultivated  land.    The 
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nad  iWDilIy  akins  Uie  Sl  Lnwreooe,  and  is  a, 
MTiea  of  long  ucenM  and  ileKCuiitH. 

The  tei^iory  of  Si.  Michael  in  noon  attaiaed, 
•Bid  loolu  beautifullj  aa  we  asDrooch  from  the 
■at.     dtfctebiog  far  interior  vre  eM  a 

inmd  Talley,  alive  i  indottrious  popula- 

tiMi.  through  which,  tummer,  a  scanty 

mcr  wanden,  but  wL  g,  i«  an  abound- 

mg  tortmat. 

On  tbv  wett  »idc  c  i  village  of  St.  Michael 
tbc  nwrd  riae«,  and  we  bco  in  front  of  us  the 
Mraa^Kdda  of  Qoebee,  fitint  and  blue  in  the  dis- 
teaee.  Southerly  (to  the  left)  we  bare  the  dark 
piae-ridgea  of  Lauzon,  skirled  by  6ae  meadowa. 
On  the  Dortb>weat  ia  the  lai^  isle  of  Orleaus, 
■od  the  broad  St.  Lawrence,  with  a  soUury  ebip, 
perhapa,  Ubourii^  on  ita  bosom. 

1  happily  arriTed  at  Beaumont  just  as  a  very 
iCTcrc  and  protracted  tbnnder-storm  broke  over 

Near  this  village,  on  a  woody  cliff,  over- 
haoging  the  St.  Lawrence,  is  an  incomparable 
little  inn,  aometbing  like  the  best  on  Ibe  lakes  of 
Cumberland,  redolent  of  rotes  and  honeyBucklea, 
pictureaqne,  wholesome  —  neatness  itself — larder 
ncelleat.  I  recommend  it,  and  its  pleasant  walks, 
to  those  who  wish  to  spend  a  convalcKcnce,  or 
I  still  more  pleasing  period,  in  the  country.     It 
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is  (or  was)  kept  by  a  worthy  Scotch  £Eimily  of  the 
name  of  Fraser. 

I  took  a  carriage  from  Beaumont  to  Quebec, 
fourteen  miles,  the  last  half-dozen  of  which  are 
variedi  rocky,  and  high,  or  running  into  dells. 
Habitations,  £Eirms,  and  gardens,  coyered  the 
country,  which  was  full  of  the  agreeable  cries  of 
pigs  and  poultry,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts,  growing 
up  for  the  market  of  Quebec  nigh  at  hand. 

I  have  passed  Point  Levi,  with  its  pretty  Bo- 
man  Catholic  church  in  a  nook,  have  left  the 
uplands,  and  am  at  the  Quebec  Ferry,  at  the  foot 
of  a  crumbling  precipice,  crowned  with  pines 
and  a  Protestant  church  with  a  handsome  tower. 
The  river  is  crossed  and  Quebec  is  entered. 

I  need  not  say  that,  travel-stained  and  rather 
weary,  the  city,  with  its  tumultuous  summer 
commerce,  was  very  welcome,  and  so  was  the  easy 
chair  in  mine  inn;  and  no  less  so  the  cordial 
greetings  of  the  presiding  lady,  Mrs.  Wilson, 
whose  good  deeds  in  my  behalf  may  I  never 
forget ! 


KXUOVUAS        AXO  MALDAV. 

■mm  T*fHi  ta  Kiowwuk  mptny  on  bcaud — Katoiott* — 

M^wK^BfUwn    Kimn  —Crow  to  Mttbtj  in  u  f>p*n 

■iM— TW  >iiiMii  r*wiT— M>lb«r— Cunoiu  H»iiDd>  — 
Tdbf  if  WL  BdMD*.  ■  ilnrnnl  Lakv— .Singalu-  Fn^— FUnh- 
SffcM  Iti  Maddn— Aaeodote*— P«HUitr:r— Aim^'i  ToOet 
liilwBw  JOnr—Likt  Si.  John— Komevtrd  od  foot  bj  North 
Shan  of  St.  Umtnoe— Ebaakment*— KoipitalitT. 


ArrsB  doe  refreshtnent,  a  fortnight  after  the  lact 
exearrion,  I  started  in  a  iteamer  for  Kamounuka 
and  Malbaj,  situated  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  oppo- 
•lie  to  each  other,  thirty  miles  below  St  Paul's 
Bay,  and  therefore  ninety  miles  below  Quebec, 
Kamoaraska  being  a  little  sea-bathing  place, 
while  Malbay  is  a  secladed  letgniory  of  great 
uiierest,  occnpying  a  valley  among  the  bills  of 
the  Dwth  shore. 

My  inteotion  was  to  go  first  to  ttie  bathing- 
place,  then  cross  over  to  the  opposite  shore,  and 
work  ray  way  on  foot  to  Quebec  among  the  moun- 
tains and  partially-cultiTated  districts  bordering 
the  nver. 
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European  steam-boats  are  nnclean  tabs  in 
comparison  with  those  we  meet  with  in  America* 
It  was  eariy  in  October  that  I  stepped  on  board 
a  splendid  vessel,  boond  to  Elamouraska  on  a 
pleasure  excursion,  with  a  gentlemanly  captain 
and  an  obli^ng  steward. 

The  morning  mist  promised  a  warm  day :  the 
air  was  fresh  and  elastic,  such  as  can  only  be  felt 
in  a  r^on  where  man  cannot  infect — where  he 
is  to  surrounding  nature  as  the  bee  to  the  wide 
heath. 

A  steam-boat  is  everywhere  a  Noah's  ark,  to 
which  the  neighbourhood  sends  representatives 
of  each  of  its  classes,  with  a  few  stragglers  from 
afiir.. 

So  we  had  a  few  oflScers  of  the  garrison  of 
Quebec,  with  their  wives;  Mrs.  Thomas  Scott, 
of  the  70th  regiment,  and  her  fiue  family ;  she 
was  sister-in-law  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  the  poet 
and  novelist.  There  were  some  merchant  families 
with  well-stored  baskets,  the  English  from  Mont- 
real, the  French  from  Quebec.  We  had  likewise 
some  stray  American  tourists,  who,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  every  summer  flock  in  great  numbers  to  the 
Canadas. 

The  American,  while  young,  stands  out  here  in 
strong  relief.  He  is  instantly  recognised  by  his 
abrupt  address,  wiry,  nasal  tones,  his  long,  pale 


tn  coKPAinr. 

face,  Mnight  htir,  Ioom  ^I,  and  nnbi 
tuL*     The  FreDcli  Cansdiaas  of  tlio  m 
■pprr  dM»cs  luvn  short  lively  fsces,  with  dark. 
eoaplirJiiou,  and  ibr*"  '™  ^pt  to  bo  rather  ne 
gmt  uf  their   attin  British    officera  oB 

btmn].  in  their  bcll«u  ;  surtuiit«  and  foraging 
fxpt,  wdv,  a«  all  ll  >rld  over,  gcntletnen ;  a 
tbuaght  loo  rvMrre  erhapa,  hting  usually  too 
■  TMicwMy  MMlw  wf  ii  oawob  ■  *dl-lidB*d  tntaHoct, 
■  pAM  Mi  aMaplM*  bnn.     Man;  Mcli  Uit  I  lut  with, 


f^B*  iwitaoTtb  UDtlnl  Satn  tim  ■  bad  rliArnrtrr. 

I  *ai  OBI  ^»f  to  Yik  CollefC,  NewfaiTcn,  to  itad  there  lor 
m  Itw  VTckj.  la  Marching  (or  lod(iii(«,  1  found  a  qoict  atrett 
tKfcuid  thr  CoUrp. 

riaiiini,  b;  u  apca  door  ooe  of  the  houaei.  which  had  "  Lodg- 
iBo  t»  1*^"  ■»  Iha  windowi,  1  wi*  immcdiatclj  met  bjr  an  actin, 


"  Half  tbc  goodocu,  madam,"  I  laid,  "  to  ibew  mc  the  roonu 
wtek  an  (D  be  IK." 
"  1  wna'l,"  abc  rcplitd,  with  •  lace  on  fire  i  "  1  know  who  job 


"  t  tkink  jam  do  not,"  wai   mj  ■ 


.  and   1 


"  I  4o  kadw  <ri>*'-  ^"0  ■>*  ■■■  unpodeot  Virginian,  with 
(«ar  totaoeo,  jronr  bramlf,  and  diitf  nigger  arrranla.  If  I  were 
ki  l«  70«  *T  reoow,  too  and  r<™r  fcUom  would  gin  u  Satan'l 
4di|hta  «*a7  hvor  of  the  twentr-foor." 

1  bd  opeaed  ■);  moulh  to  teU  her  1  *aa  an  EngUihuan,  Ac, 
IM  ih  ihoMad,  "  Get  ont  oftliii  I"  lo  TclwiBcnUjr  thai  1  wai  gUd 
to  i«  away. 

TlM  food  w^i^  BMt  bare  hod  vetj  bad  lock  in  her  intnalea, 
far  wksfa  all  TirgiiitB  ii  not  Id  be  blamed.  When  far  from  home, 
well  a  wvU-baid  jnne,  batbtlon'  irretriea  art  apt  to  be  inci- 
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sablime  to  begin  a  conversation  with  a  stranger. 
We  except  the  happy  and  thoughtless  subs. 

Among  our  American  companions  were  two 
charming  sisters  from  Boston,  United  States, 
who  shone  out  like  stars  £rom  among  the  general 
company. 

"  So  thews  a  snowy  dore  trooping  with  crows, 
As  yonder  lady  o'er  her  fieUows." 

They  were  truly  lady-like  and  beautiful,  each  in 
her  own  way :  the  elder  was  calm  and  queenly, 
while  the  younger,  scarcely  seventeen,  of  a  more 
slender  form,  was  all  movement  and  grace.  Their 
father  accompanied  them.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  their  previous  acquaintance  in  descending  the 
rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence  with  them. 

We  stopped  at  the  lower  end  of  the  island  of 
Orleans  to  allow  us  to  wander  among  the  pretty 
thickets  of  nut-trees  and  beech,  for  which  the 
place  is  noted.  In  an  hour  the  signal-gun  called 
in  the  wanderers,  and  all  came  but  one  couple— 
the  younger  American  fair  and  a  handsome  young 
oflScer — and  they  made  their  appearance  in  a  few 
minutes,  flushed  with  running.  The  flush  was 
not  a  little  heightened  when  the  excellent  band 
on  board  struck  up  a  then  popular  air,  ^*  Will 
you  come  to  the  Bower  I've  shaded  for  you?"  in 
allusion  to  the  gentleman's  name. 

We  were  soon  off.    With  a  tide  of  six  miles  an 
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boar  in  our  &voar  we  swiftly  passed 

live  itleU  below  thai  of  Orleans,  amid  ibe  n 

■etaefj  of  Todt,  water,  and  sbipping,  which  ti 

•a  UBcb  deligbtetl  r"-  "i  my  6nt  entraocR  int 

Cutada. 

&«  nameTOM  a  compaDj  most  be  expected  to 
coDtuD  Mate  very  volatile  young  men.  One  of 
tbeae  poiolod  out  lo  me  a  female  figure  ia  the 
Jeepert  widow's  WM)di<,  titting  witb  her  back  to 
0  iic«r  the  f4em.  *'  Take  an  opportunitj-,"  said 
ha,  **of  kx^UDf  into  that  lady'*  fkee.  Yoa  will 
be  repaid."  1  did  to;  bot  instead  of  a  bowed 
Uly,  all  beaoty  and  resignation,  1  was  shocked 
to  see  onder  the  pretty  mourning-gear  a  square 
aallow  face,  pock-marked,  with  a  slight  hare- 
lip, and  a  red,  sutlea  eye,  like  that  of  a  baffled 
t^er-cat.  "  A  widow,  you  see,"  said  the  lieu- 
lOHUit.  "  What  could  the  poor  man  do  but  die  ? 
It  waa  the  only  move."  I  turned  away  From  him, 
thiuking  his  wit  vastly  out  of  place.  But  it  was 
a  Cearfnl  physiognomy. 

When  half-way  on  our  voyage  we  were  much 
sarpised  by  seeing,  high  in  the  air,  streaming 
tram  the  Si.  Lawrence,  a  number  of  grey,  fleecy, 
isIaDd-Iike  masses,  each  an  acre  or  more  in  ex- 
tent, iu  oblong  sheets,  torn  as  it  were,  and  too 
thin  and  filmy  for  clouds.  As  portions  now  and 
ifam  dropped  on  our  deck,  we  found  that  it  was 


a  migratbig  pvty  of  small  black  qnden,  eveij 
one  upon  his  own  long  grej  string  or  wdi.  In  a 
qoarter  of  an  hoor  they  pmsfd  ost  of  si^it.  I 
had  seen  the  stme  before,  bat  not  b&  sodi 
numbers.* 

Where  was  ihu  army  going  ?  Was  it  pnrsiied 
or  pnrsning?  By  what  imperious  instinct  were 
its  members  impelled  to  start  on  a  giren  day ! 
Who  are  their  leaders!  Are  they  elders  who 
hare  made  the  joomey  before  ? 

They  seemed  bound  to  the  great  lake  of  St 
John  in  the  north,  perhaps  to  make  war  upon  the 
little  black  fly,  whose  sting  is  red-hot  torture, 
and  which  loves  the  warm  sands  of  a  lake  shore; 
or  were  they  only  going  to  burrow  and  breed 
there  in  peace  ?  He  that  prepared  a  path  for  this 
mighty  river,  and  gave  wings  to  His  angels,  had 
prepared  theirs. 

The  land  crab  of  Jamaica  has  a  curious  provi- 
sion for  his  journey  to  and  from  the  sea  to  his 
mountains.  His  branchiaa  (which  serve  as  lungs) 
are  of  use  only  in  water.  They  therefore  float  in 
water-bags  provided  for  that  occasion  only,  and 
so  operate  the  necessary  change  upon  the  blood. 

To  within  a  minute  of  the  appointed  time  we 

*  Probably  Aranea  Obtextrix  of  Beckstem  and  Strack,  referred 
to  in  Kirby  and  Spence's  Introduction  to  Entomology,  sixth  edi- 
tion, ToL  li.  p.  277. 
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Ciaw  to  uefaor  at  Kamouraska,  berore  a  row  of 
6hj  neat -looking  boutea  on  a  bank  a  mile  long. 
Tliu  liltle  port  it  formed  bj  a  dballuw  baj,  de- 
Umilctl  froDi  without  by  sercral  rocky  islets. 

Oar  parly  rapidly  diipersed,  some  to  croM  to 
Am  oppusila  aliorc,  some  merely  to  run  abont 
■■til  ibe  steamer  rptitracd,  and  olbers,  with  my- 
•alf  among  the  nymbtr,  to  obtaiD  sbvlter  id  some 

1  wu  EortHtaatA  in  my  teliMtioD.  I  found  somo 
■jrwaMf  Frueh  lacietT  with  whom  to  ftutt  the 
t^cning*.  The  lint  thing  I  cati)^ht  el^ht  of  in 
tlte  "  Salon  "  wa*  a  good  guitar,  which  was  often 
and  agreeably  played  by  a  lady  from  Montreal, 
or  it  might  bare  been  from  the  Faubourg  St. 
HoooK*.  «o  well  did  Bbe  preserve  the  traditionary 
maaoer  and  cottome  of  France. 

I  bare  little  to  say  of  Kamouraska.  It  answers 
it>  porpote  to  the  Canadian  geotry.  The  waters 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  salt;  but  dipping,  as  the 
bank  does  at  each  end,  in  ealensire  cranberry 
marabes,  with  here  and  there  groups  of  bare,  low 
rocks,  1  should  fear  malaria.  In  the  back  country 
are  raises  of  high,  naked  bills. 

Tbe  riew  from  our  windows  was  rery  cheerful. 
The  St.  Lawrence,  eighteen  miles  broad,  is  always, 
in  soiDtacr,  alive  with  shipping  and  pilot-boats. 
Tbe  opposite  shore  is  rery  steep  and  high,  and 
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casts  ft  deep  shadow  far  into  the  waters.  It  is  a 
sort  of  clood-land,  and  seldom  wears  the  same 
face  for  a  coople  of  hoars  together. 

I  left  Kamouraska,  with  its  grand  Indian  name, 
on  the  third  day  for  Malbay.  Some  peasant  fish- 
ermen engaged  to  take  me  there  in  an  open  boat. 
We  left  at  noon^  with  a  gentle  and  faTonring 
breeze,  which  in  an  hour  veered  round  in  our 
teeth.  We  now  made  long  tacks  for  several  hours, 
and  at  the  wrong  end  of  a  long  stretch  we  lost 
the  little  wind  we  had.  All  that  autumn  night 
we  toiled  at  the  oar,  not  perhaps  with  the  vigour 
of  a  post-captain's  boat's  crew,  but  we  toiled,  and 
fetched  bay  and  river  at  three  next  morning. 

I  was  left  in  the  dark  of  a  raw  foggy  morning, 
with  my  small  baggage,  on  the  muddy  beach, 
cramped,  cold,  and  hungry.  I  was  told  truly, 
that  save  at  Kamouraska  there  was  no  inn  within 
sixty  miles ;  but  that  about  six  o'clock  I  would  be 
kindly  received  at  Antoine  Brassard's,  a  peasant, 
whose  one-chimneyed  house,  on  the  bank  above 
me,  was  just  discernible  as  a  dim  black  mass. 

While  waiting,  like  a  forgotten  ghost,  shivering 
on  that  bleak  shore,  I  cannot  say  that  I  took 
much  delight  in  the  concert  around  me  of  low- 
ings,  and  bleatings,  and  barkings,  by  which  ani- 
mals express  their  wish  for  the  sun,  and  which 
poets  say  are  so  delicious  in  early  mom. 
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flule  Mlting  on  my  bag,  chin  on  IreiLSt,  I  had 
•r  Ivo  afr\y  rrigbU  fnitn  tlic  swoop  o(  a  wa 
^  vbo  «t  that  iodistinct  liour  fancied  I  might 
■tabl«.  Bat  da7-li);ht  and  »ix  o'clock  came 
etoally,  and  1  was  readily  aiid  politely  received 
biuirarand  Madauie  Bnuirard.  They  were 
ffing  paople :  great  wai  ihv  i<iir  tliey  made  for 
I  I  wu  allowed  to  warm  myself  for  a  few 
Mm,  aad  tlien  reqauted  to  go  to  Wd  wliila 
Afiwl  was  preparing. 

Isllowiot:  tny  »tuat  liostcsd  and  one  or  two 
npy  Unghiag  daughters,  I  ascended  into  the 
i:-Ioft,  where  was  my  bed  for  that  nonce. 

Get  out  of  that.  Granny,"  cried  my  eon- 
ire**.  "  What's  to  get  out?"  said  1 ;  "  and 
n  where?"  "From  Granny's  bed,  sir,  and 
•  in  it."  1  intreated  that  she  should  not  be 
arb«d,  and  the  more  vehemently  as  the  dim 
It  fhowed  that  the  chocolate-coloured  sheets 
i  nerer  been  washed  since  the  days  of  Mont- 
tt :  and  that  Granny,  on  rising  promptly  to 
call,  was  a  most  mummified  creature,  whose 
ehment  »kin  reminded  uie  of  Ziiika's  when  it 
ided  a  dmm.  Yet  I  afterwards  found  that  thia 
remely  aged  and  decrepit  woman,   weary  of 

perhaps,  had  no  small  share  of  feeling  and 
diligence;  and  as  is  usual,  vastly  to  the  credit 
all  s«mt-ciTilised  or  harbarous  people,  waa 
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lad 


.. .^    .»   v«M<ac;Uy   a   I'UUIIU.     If 

north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  i 
in  ouXor  diameter,  overhung  hy  h 
hills,  at  whose  feet  (in  the  bay)  are 
terraces,  on  which  stand  some  hoi 
church. 

Near  a  principal  house  on  the  tv 
bay  is  a  remarkable  assemblage  of 
row-like  mounds,  from  ten  to  tw( 
covered  with  shrubbery.  They  a 
with  tide-water,  and  seem  to  have  ] 
at  the  neutral  points  of  conflictin 
another  state  of  things.* 

A  considerable  breach  about  the 
rampart  of  hills  permits  the  noisy 
to  join  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  disclo: 
a  low  country  called  the  Valley  oJ 
sheltered  on  all  sides  by  mountains. 

This  valley  is  not  only  picturesqu 
interesting  to  the  geologist.     It  has, 
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in  level,  possibly   by  successive 
in  its  side  or  rim  at  the  present  outlet. 

of  this  are  yet  very  evident. 

given  a  sketch  of  this  valley,  I  hardly 

Im  more  particular  than  to  say  that  it  runs 

south  fur  six  miles,  with  a  breadth 

ft  mile  (at  a  g;uess),  and  is  a  stnii^ht, 

strip  of  land,  with  the  sliiftiii^  lK*d  of  the 

in  the  centre,  and  certain  horizuntal  tcr- 

the  flanks  around. 

terraces  may  he  il(>s€«ribcd  tinis.  On  tlii' 
ea«t4fni  uplands,  about  r^oi)  f.'ct  :ib«)v<-  ihr  rlv>i\ 
aflat  and  iinilorni  niiiiiinkincnt,  Ill.r  a  n-::Mlari\- 
C2a«it-  ciirriiLT'-riHnl,  si  i*w  vjirtU  bruji'I,  niii^  iil'«!.;^ 
iJie  wh«d»*  li  n<jth  di'  tbi-  v:tl!i\,  cut  tiiivMiixh  :<l 
ifttrrvaN  l*v  winter  turn-nt*-.     At  ;i  Liivt  n  :in<l  uni- 

m 

lii-t.trici;  brlow  ihii  (Miiiio  iLnitln  r  lirr:ii-i- 
i«n*k  r»irn— |»oTidiirL,^l\  liv^  :n"!n  il.  :iiiii  iir*«'«  mi- 
iavsvifiU  dtiwii  til  ilif  liri>krii  ui'o'*:'*!  ^ifiti  tnniii:: 
of  ^ni««rl  an-l  cbiy  nrar  tlit-  rl\«r.  IIj'-i*  ain  ;.  ut 
sborv-*  pa*'-'  :ill  ruiniil  tin*  \:ill>  y,  l-ut  pi  1  ii:i[>^  n  -t 
quite  Vf  p».Tl»ct  iind  >trilviiiu'  tin  it>  w  >\  >iilr.* 


!":>"•     V««  li»  *    11.11*1    !.  I*'     li'i:i    I-   J"'-.'     i    • 
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taBtioait  hu  been  dmitied  b;  breaching,  or  by  e 
pDrn)  clunge  of  level,  we  must  not  liere  discuss. 
I  annol  hrlp  thinkiog  bow  dejighted  the  smiable 
aai  gitl&d  Drftn  DackUml  would  be  to  look  over 
Ak  dcAT  f«ge  or  nature,  followed  hj  his  gnllopiog 
■padroD  or  eager  pup!U. 

The  rirer  of  the  prewnt  day  anient  ihcvalloy 
hf  m  walcrbll  at  lU  upjier  end,  at  some  distance 
iron  the  aacicnl  rirer  bed,  and  at  the  head  of  a 
Toody  ravine,  whither  I  followed  up  the  river  at 
tW  fTpMite  ofitianr  n  fnll  and  innny  a  rent. 

About  a  couple  of  miles  beyond  Etienne,  and 
teparated  from  it  by  high  grounds  partly  culti- 
vated, is  a  imall  lake,  one  of  many  hereabouts, 
full  of  delicate  trout.  This  lake  is  bounded  on 
ooe  side  by  precipices,  and  elsewhere  by  woods 
aad  clearances,  backed  by  sugar-loaf  mountains. 

The  materials  for  these  sketches  and  descrip- 
tions I  obtained  in  the  course  of  five  days,  and 
chiefly  on  foot.  I  was  prevented  from  doing  any 
thing  on  tbe  second  day  by  an  extraordinary  fog 
of  a  deep  coffee  colour,  lasting  the  whole  day, 
and  requiring  in-doors  strong  artificial  light.  On 
walking  ont  I  could  not  see  objects  three  yards 
off.  I  descended  to  the  beach  and  saw  nothing.  I 
only  bc«rd  ibe  ripple  and  Uxy  plash  of  the  wave.  I 
have  not  teen  any  London  fog  at  all  equal  to  this 
in  density.   It  left  no  deposit,  and  had  no  smell. 
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The  celebrated  dark  dajs  of  Canada,  in  1785 
and  1814,  were  almost  certainly  caused  by  the 
emptions  of  distant  volcanoes^  coinciding  in  time 
with  local  thunderstorms.* 

*  «  On  the  Dark  Days  of  Canada.''  By  the  Hon.  Chief^utioe 
Sewell,  President  Literary  Historical  Society  of  Quebec,  toL  5> 
p.  251. 

<*  On  the  16th  of  October,  1785  (Sunday),  after  a  foggy  momisg, 
but  which  had  dispersed  by  ten  A.if .,  black  clouds  rapidly  adTanoed 
on  Quebec  from  the  north-east,  and  by  10^  SCK  it  was  so  dark  that 
ordinary  print  could  not  be  read.  This  lasted  for  upwards  €i  tea 
minutes,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  violent  gust  of  wind,  with  ram» 
thunder,  and  lightning  ;  after  which  the  weather  became  brighter, 
until  twdye  o'clock,  when  a  second  period  of  so  much  obscurity 
took  place  that  lights  were  used  in  all  the  churches.  Other  pe- 
riods of  obscurity  came  on  at  two,  three,  and  half-past  four  p.m.| 
during  which  times  the  darkness  was  perfect — that  of  midnight. 

**  During  all  these  hours  yast  masses  of  clouds,  of  a  yellow 
colour,  drove  from  north-east  to  south-west,  with  much  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain.  The  periods  of  total  darkness  were  ten  mi- 
nutes, the  intervals  affording  but  little  light. — (Barometer  29°  5', 
thermometer  52°  50'. — Du.  Spauke.) 

**  The  rain-water  was  very  black,  and  upon  its  sur&ce  a  yellow 
powder,  sulphur,  was  found. 

*'  These  appearances  occurred  also  at  Montreal,  but  did  not 
begin  till  two  p.m.  They  extended  from  Fredericton,  North  Bri- 
tain, to  Montreal. 

*'  The  dark  day  of  July  3,  1814,  was  much  the  same  as  that  of 
1785.  There  was  darkness,  continuous,  with  fall  of  sand  and  ashes. 
Chief-Justioe  Sewdl  was  eye-witness  to  this  off  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland. 

"  Charleroix  says  that  it  rained  cinders  for  six  hours,  in  1663, 
at  Tadoussac,  on  the  River  Saguenay,  thirty  miles  below  Malbay. 

**  Upon  the  23d  of  November,  1819,  a  very  remarkable  black 
rain  fell  at  Montreal,  accompanied  by  appalling  thunder.  It  was 
preceded  by  dark  and  gloomy  weather,  experienced  all  over  the 
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Maltwj  i*  ofien  orercast  in  this  mftnncr ; 
vbj  I  cftno<it  say.  It  t«  also  rcmnrkahlt!  for  fre- 
^•tint  eartlM]uBk««  sccordtng  to  nuiiieroiis  tcstt- 
aMKuM,  uf  which  that  of  Captain  Baddeley,  U.E. 
(u  •Mnnd<biiiHl),  it  the  most  rficenl. 

U'hilo  kt  Mnlbav,  on  a  tour  made  by  order  of 
Gonrnmeat,  be  wks  tnfbrmed  by  Mr.  and  Mn. 

C«Hrf  lliiii.    At  tiaM  tk*  Mpert  of  1^  ijif  ra  gnud  md 

-H  MuWWrf  IW  dMfaMB  ««i  mr  craal,  pMtienbrtr  <"  ■ 
■«4i9  mtmaat;,  Tba  oboic  ■tlnoa)>bfra  appond  •■  it  (xratccd 
•^  ■  thirk  h«f  nf  ■  ftinE*  onncr  niltmr,  ilnrtng  *liich  nin  fell  of 

1  -:_    I    ■-.;    'i-'i    r'.'.i  ipy..  irMi.-r,   ntiil   njiinrrntty    luijirPisimed 

*■  AttkiapcTiad  naoj  cooioctmm  wtn  afloat,  aBODg  wbidi  tkA 
•f  ■  *«kaa(i  hning  broken  out  in  tome  diiUnt  ijiurter.  TIm 
■«rfkr  rftCT  tUi  beeune  pteannt  nntil  tbe  Tntaitj  foUawing, 
■k^  it  Uriia  a'dodi,  ■  haaiy  ihiBp  npoor  eBTelopad  the  wbola 

adbatc^n'  Malb. 

"  1W  ■p|i««fiaer  wh  >wh]  and  gruid  in  the  extreme.  A  littla 
h^m»  tkn*  a'do^  ■  ili^t  aback  of  id  cuthqnake  wai  fidt,  w 
■■■lyiBiad  bj  a  notae  rrannblini  tke  diatant  diachar|<  of  actillaT. 
b  VM  BO*  IkM  tke  incnuing  gloon  engniaaed  Boiieml  att^- 

»  At  rsv,  »h«i  tbe  dMkBO*  modmI  to  h>*e  mcked  iti 
pvtoM  iaplt,  Ike  vkole  aXj  wu  IntanEaiwonal;  Ulnminateit  bj 
4*  aait  virid  B^  of  bgbtnin|  erer  witnewed  in  Hontnal, 
■^mmt^dj  laBammi  I?  ■  pnl  of  tknader  »  knd  a>d  near  aa  t* 
^■fa  IW  faf  lil  bnildiaga  to  their  tiiuwialioDa,  vUek  waa  fol- 
>w«d  by  oUwr  pada,  and  accompamed  bj  a  bcaTy  ihower  of  nitt 
W  IW  e^v  ■b»<rc  dnaribed. 

"  JUte  isar  r->.  tbe  beaieni  began  to  aanme  ■  brighter  ap- 
r^nmtt,  mU  tar  pttmOj  eabsded."— THOMraon'a  JMfor- 
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M'Nicol,  who  reside  there,  that  shocks  are  most 
frequent  in  January  and  February,  and  occur 
nine  or  ten  times  a-year,  most  generally  in  the 
night,  being  accompanied  by  changeable  weather. 
Their  direction  seems  north-west,  the  shock  last- 
ing one  minute. 

Notice  is  generally  given  by  a  noise  like  that 
of  a  chimney  on  iire,  followed  by  two  distinct 
blows.* 

During  the  day  of  coffee-coloured  fog,  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  and  which  was  local,  I 
was  reading  in  a  little  bed-closet,  more  like  a 
bulge  in  a  crazy-wall  than  a  room,  when  I 
suddenly  heard,  within  the  house,  two  or  three 
short,  delicious  strokes  of  a  fiddle-bow,  succeeded 
immediately  by  a  masterly  execution,  on  oue  of 
Amati's  best  violins,  of  "  Nel  Silenzio,"  that 
mysterious  and  mournful  air  in  "  II  Crociato," 
which  again  instantly  ran  off  into  one  of  the  gay 
galloping  melodies  of  Rossini. 

Such  music  in  a  hut! — such  wild  capriccios, 
and  passionate  complainings,  in  the  murky  air  of 
an  American  wilderness,  astounded  me.  Rushing 
to  see  whence  it  came,  I  found  in  the  living- 
room  (kitchen,  &c.)  of  the  house,  playing  to  the 
family  and  some  gossips,  a  slender,  pale  young 

*  Transactions  of  Historical  and  Literary  Society  of  Quebec^ 
vol.  i.  p.  142. 


TOB  aratctAK. 

man,  in  cordarojr  and  fualian.     I   at 
tt>t  ibe  ttolin  did  not  cease  ;  but  llmt 
■  ma  rrc«i*ed  r  reward,  humble  indeea, 
fmpntuoa  to  tbff  rov«n<  "C  Kis  Meciena.1.       f 

He  wu  a  thonghllrw,  and  posiibly  a 
Jjaodon  aniit,  nameU  Noke»,  on  a 
'ttna^  thts  Western  world,  and  5Ud 
Mtrkiin. 

B«  bad  be«n  to  Koraouniska,  wliich,  ba 
proved  neitb«f  Urigliloii  nor  lt»niii{piii>,  be  was 
working  back  to  Qu«l)e(%  not  knowing  wbetb«r 
Uie  Dcxt  stage  would  bring  bim  to  a  city  or  a 
iksert. 

I  afterwards  fonned  a  part  of  a  delighted 
audience  at  Quebec,  at  a  concert  given  by  bim 
and  a  M.  Barraud,  who,  on  a  similar  occasion, 
soon  afterwards,  at  New  York,  acted  as  money- 
laker  at  the  door,  and  left  tbe  ciiy  abruptly  with 
all  the  proceeds.* 

■  Moat  Boacd  people  Mem  bit  with  titt  gad  flj.  Tbey  embark 
far  dat^  laod*  al  u  boar'i  notice.  Hncrtc,  llw  (pleodtd 
fmitatitt.  of  St.  Scbwtian,  n»M  it  H>ire  •ome  Americun  «bo 
•*n  («  CMbuk  the  •itrj  ttat  dtj  for  New  York.  Thcf  wkad 
^m  to  MEoapaiiT  tbcB.  He  ■greed,  bongbt  ■  few  ihirta,  ud 
^  ant  dar  found  bim  lea-tick  in  ■  packet-iiiip,  hii  goUar 
haBgnC  on  •  peg. 

I  waa  pimat  at  tka  crowded  conoert  be  gaie  oo  bli  airinl  at 
Nr*  Yort:.  H*  made  the  Urge  ball  riag  and  echo  with  hii  Riafo'a 
M«ek  and  SfoUi  BoleiiM. 

U  (ba  Utk  iD«  boa  tbe  front  tbere  lal  a  lery  Tonag  Italbn 
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I  go  on  to  say  that  the  soil  of  Malbay  is  indif- 
ferent, frequently  all  sand  or  all  clay,  and  seldom 
level.  All  kinds  of  grain  ripen  late.  Indian 
com  is  hardly  worth  sowing,  and  tobacco  often 
small  and  stunted. 

The  inhabitants  are  wholly  without  school- 
education.  There  is  no  medical  man,  lawyer,  or 
tavern-keeper,  but  two  or  three  shoemakers,  and 
five  shopkeepers  (1823). 

The  priest  has  the  love  and  respect  of  his  flock, 
although  he  does  not  permit  dancing. 

The  peasantry  live  hard,  but  are  active,  cheer- 
ful, and  obliging.  Marriages  are  early  and  pro- 
lific. There  were  but  two  childless  couples  out 
of  450,  at  my  visit,  and  they  were  wondered  at. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  aged  people  to  give  up 
their  little  property  to  their  children,  reserving  a 
rent.  I  saw  an  example  of  this  near  the  village- 
bridge.  The  house  was  the  neatest  in  the  place, 
small,  but  conspicuous  in  red,  black,  and  white 
paint,  with  a  garden  of  roses  and  balsams  on  one 

girl,  the  daughter  of  a  miniatiire  painter,  joyous,  fair,  and  musical. 
She  was  delighted  with  Huerta  and  his  guitar.  Three  days  after- 
wards she  was  a  married  dame,  and  the  guitar  had  to  carry  double 
— aU  very  imprudent  and  naughty;  but  I  sometimes  think  that- 
tipsy  sailors  and  young  couples  hare  a  kind  Providence  of  their 
own. 

We  frequently  meet  with  great  musical  talent  m  the  most 
unlikdy  places. 
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,  and  «  eomtdcniblfl  patch  of  ground  planted 
I   onions  nnd  cabbages   od  tlie  other.      My 
b  did  not  ■pprvTeofthb  custom. 
I  Mw  a  good  deal  of  itch  in  the  place ;  and 
■(TV    and    thcD    the  urrens,    a  vciy  di^sttii^ 
■f  mako  its  appearance.     They  are  a  dirty 


Milk,  black  or  brown  bread,  and  soaps,  form 
tte  Maple  diet  of  the  people  al)  the  year  roond  ; 
hat  re  tbe  months  of  Aogust  and  ^plember  they 
Btv  mBeh  upon  bilberrien,  raspberries,  and  thin 
■ilk — and  to  did  I  while  among  them — a  very 
eooliog  diet ;  and  not  likely  to  give  any  one  *'  tbe 
braii^  palm,  tbe  head  which  beats  at  night 
■poD  its  pillow  with  dreams  adveatnroas,"  as 
Wordsworth  speaks. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  near  the  chnrch, 
tbe  hoBses  in  tbe  valley  of  St.  Etienne  were  the 
facat ;  bat  to  my  English  eye  many  appeared 
small  and  selected,  with  little  or  no  garden. 

1  lished  a  small  farmer's  establishment,  five 
mika  op  the  valley,  relations  of  ray  boat,  and 
waa  pleased  with  iu  tidiness  and  family  harmony. 
Tbey  had  cdkcted  from  tbe  rocky  wilds  around 
immcoae  paaa  full  of  bilberricB  for  food. 

The  yooBg  people,  men  and  women,  showed 
■D  sbyncM,  although  their  threshold  cannot  be 
eroMsd  by  »  stranger  once  in  twenty  yean ;  and 
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they  entered  into  conrersation  with  me  agreeably 
and  sensibly. 

Upon  the  whole,  and  saving  the  dirt,  I  liked 
the  Malbay  peasantry.  Nothing  could  be  more 
obliging  than  the  Brassard  family  from  first  to 
last.  Of  the  two  or  three  upper-class  families 
I  saw  nothing,  my  business  lying  with  hills  and 
valleys  more  than  with  my  fellow-men. 

The  charges  of  Madame  Brassard  for  lodging 
and  board  —  poor,  simple  woman! — were  very 
moderate.  I  might  have  staid  longer,  but  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  my  sixth  day,  I  saw 
Mademoiselle  Aim6e  at  her  ablutions  before  the 
house-door.  She  might  have  half-a-pint  of  water 
in  a  little  bowl.  With  this  she  washed  her 
hands,  filled  her  mouth  with  the  same,  and,  spirt- 
ing it  into  her  hands,  most  economically  washed 
also  her  face.  I  shuddered  as  I  thought  of  her 
milk  and  cookery,  and  resolved  on  instant  flight 
to  a  land  where  water  was  less  precious. 

I  ought  here  to  say,  that  on  my  fourth  day  in 
these  districts  I  went  in  a  boat  nine  miles  further 
down  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  River  "  des  Trois 
Saumons/'  along  an  iron-bound  coast. 

This  is  a  savage  river,  abounding  in  salmon, 
and  escapes  from  the  rugged  interior  through  a 
deep  ravine.  The  scene  was  quite  melo-dramatic. 
On  a  naked  rock  in  the  troubled  waters  was  a 
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I  kc,  hsag  roand  with  daskj  nets.     At  the  door 

il   an   ufubaven,  bronzed   fisliermau.     Close 

I  ipoo  us  were  while  nutrfalt;  rocks,  Iiigh  and  inter- 

[  kireil  with  taore  common  priiuitivc  Btrata,  with 

•  tcRcn  uf  woods  over  all. 

I  speot  a  long  Lot  night  here  for  the  benefit 

[  if  bMta  of  nosqailoci,  and  began  to  feel  geology 

id*  tmb,  aayiiii;.  with  St.  Bernard,  "  Je  me 

IBD  pilitD(S«aa,(ans[>]unicg,  pre»que  toujoura 

han  da  son  nid,  txpo»6  aui  orages." 

I  so  toiTT  I  have  no  iiketch  of  this  wild  spot ; 
and  at  the  time  greatly  desired,  io  spite  of 
moaqnitoea  and  rude  waters,  to  have  gone  some 
thirty  miles  further  down,  to  the  magnificent 
Rirer  Sagnenay,  but  it  was  impoMible. 

West  and  south-west  from  the  Lake  of  St.  John, 
nxtj  leagnes  op  the  Saguenay  from  the  St.  Law- 
rence, there  are  several  millions  of  acres  of 
laJnable  land,  6t  for  immediate  settlement,  with 
a  remarkably  healthy  climate,  resembling  that  of 
Mootreal,  according  to  GoTemment-surreyors, 

At  the  old  Jesuit  establishment  on  this  lake, 
ihne  hundred  acres  have  formerly  been  in  culti- 
Tatioa  ;  bat  at  present  it  is  running  wild.  (Caplaia 
Baddeley,  R.E.)  In  attempting  a  mission  in  a 
Kandy-inhabited  country,  dreary,  disUnt,  and 
Sberiao  io  climate  (whatever  may  be  raid  to 
the  centraryX  ^c  inciorable  fathers  must  have 
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had  Btrongly  on  their  minds  the  axiom  of  their 
founder,  '<  He  who  desires  to  do  great  things 
for  God  must  not  be  too  pmdent"  (nor  self- 
sparing).  So  I  departed  from  Malbay,  and  not 
without  regret. 

I  took  my  way  on  foot  up  the  north  shore  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  towards  Quebec,  and  after  many 
a  painful  step  for  eighteen  miles  I  reached  towards 
evening  the  little  village  of  the  Ebonlements,  so 
called  from  the  prevalence  there  of  earthquakes. 
The  road  from  Malbay,  such  as  it  is,  leads  chiefly 
over  mountain  slopes  and  into  deep  gullies ;  but 
sometimes  likewise  along  the  river  beach.  Five 
miles  from  M albay  there  is  a  sawmill  in  a  pic- 
turesque gully,  whose  stream  is  choked  with  large 
erratic  blocks.  The  slopes  are  more  or  less  under 
cultivation.  The  white  dwellings  seemed  numer- 
ous, being  250  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  but  not  going 
far  back  into  the  interior.  These  heights  aSbrd 
magnificent  and  ever-changing  landscapes.  On 
my  right  the  inland  country  rose  into  mountain 
peaks,  naked  or  scantily  covered,  except  on  their 
flanks  and  in  the  ravines,  where  the  trees  are  fine 
and  plentiful.  On  my  left  the  St.  Lawrence 
rolled  at  my  feet.  On  its  surface  a  ship  was  a 
speck.  Its  near  or  north  shore  is  always  blufl*  or 
precipitous,  while  the  south  shore  is  low  and 
populous,  swelling  slowly  into  faintly-discerned 
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hill*.  If  the  spectator  be  near  tlic  villa-^c  of 
ibe  EbnnlenieQU,  the  eye  is  conducted  for  forty 
■  np  tlie  river  along  the  succesHivc  pronion- 
•  of  C«pe  Corbeau,  dc  ]a  Baie,  Petite  Riviere, 
1  Tunnnent,  which  last  dijis  at  once  from  a 
I  o(  1900  IcL't  into  the  water,  to  where  the 
^  Uaod  of  OrlcaDS  and  its  attendant  islets 
E  ibe  view.  (Sec  I'late.) 
tliigtdand  districts,  in  which  I  now  am,  are 
Able  for  one  feature  wliich  must  not  be  left 
They  are  everywhere  more  or  less 
1  in  rra'jliii'Ut-  ••{  tiit-  iiijilrrlyiui:  mck.  nilli 
V0y  lew  irarc'llcl  rocks  :iiii"iil;  llinn.  'I'hcii'  i-. 
good  reason  to  belii-vi-  tliut  ii  i->  t)i''  fri'i/iiiLr  of 
the  crCTice-u'iittr  vrliirli  liii-  tijii-  <U'<  |<ly -|>rit  i][i 
this  rather  >l::ty  iinurizn-i-  vnV.. 

In  many  plucis  ihi'*  lUfo-ii  i-nvir-  unt  nily  mck, 
hat  aoil  M-vcrnl  fet  t  tlr<  |>.  W  ilii  iiiiiiivnx-  KJioiir, 
ihcnfore,  tin;  joii-iira  .•h!!..!-  iIj.-  m-iiu-i  iiiir. 
lm...t  iii.-1-.'.lii.I"  i.nii.lxr  iiti.)  -!/.' 
«  he  C«ii  l.av-  ii  hh,U-  uf  .-..r.i  ..r  .,f  ■■r,.-^. 
won  my  rusi'l  tw..  ii!irii-w  -jullii-.  ;ii"l  li  it 
.entirely  faiv.i  «illi  lli>]ii.  uu-l  lU.-  livul.l- 
wlfutul  -ml.t.     Th.-r  -|.i;iil.r-..f  r...-k   ar.' 


Tile  vlTtct  oltitrtiii.  i  "lil  in  -tiiv(.rim;  rm-k- 
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very  well  seen  in  Hudson's  Bay,  where  the  act  is 
frequently  accompanied  by  considerable  noise.  A 
conflagration  in  the  woods  always  comminutes 
the  rocks  to  a  considerable  extent. 

The  grass  fields  of  the  Hawksbury  Settle- 
ment on  the  Ottawa  are  often  strewn  with  loose 
rocks,  not  rarely  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  long 
by  five  to  ten  feet  broad.  They  are  broken  up 
into  large  flakes  like  palm-leaves  by  keeping 
a  wood  fire  in  full  play  upon  them  for  twenty* 
four  hours,  and  then  suddenly  drenching  them 
with  water. 

I  soon  obtained  most  comfortable  quarters  at  a 
private  house,  among  kind  people,  who  thought 
themselves  well  paid  by  the  latest  French  Cana- 
dian news  from  Quebec ;  a  mode  of  remuneration 
very  onerous  to  a  weary  man.  On  leaving  this 
hospitable  house  I  confess  having  put  a  dollar 
under  a  candlestick. 

The  village  of  the  Eboulements  is  on  the  flank 
of  a  cultivated  mountain,  which  slopes  swiftly 
on  the  left  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  front 
into  a  broad  marshy  meadow,  through  which 
wanders  a  little  stream  hid  in  alders. 

From  this  meadow,  perhaps  seven  miles  from 
the  valley  of  St.  Paul,  the  road  winds  about  the 
rough  hilly  region  called  La  Misferc,  from  the 
poverty  and  wetness  of  the  land,  to  the  summit  of 
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ifct    lofty   barrier  oTcrlooking  St.   Paul's,   inlo 
vkidi  wc  d<;4cviid  aliDosl  pcrpeudicularly. 

Like  tanny  mountainous  countries,  sucti  as  the 
Siriinaii  Alp«,  llic  Scoltitb  Highlands,  &c.,  the 
•Fi^iory  of  Le«  Ebouleiuciits  and  its  vicinity  is 
iaidc  Ut  rre(|uenl  but  slight  curthquukes, 

Tbrra  it  do  muon  to  believe  that  theru  is  auy 
•otaoo  Dorth  or  Vt°  north  latitude  in  Ainorica. 
Mr.  Tlioaipitou,  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken, 
aM  of  our  grealMt  travellers  anion);  the  Kocky 
Vavataiiu  and  ibe  Indian  icrriloriv«  bordering 
At  Arctic  8«as,  never  auw  or  lii-iird  uf  one. 

Ilarii^  f^rmtefiilly  Ti>it«d  the  excellent  Kouswau 
fcaOy  of  St.  Paul'f,  I  Icfl  direct  Tor  (juebec  on 
dot  ovrr  the  niuimils  of  Cape  Toaruient  and  its 
acigbbouriof;  heights ;  hut  as  I  hnvc  noihini;  pur- 
tinlar  to  tell  I  aball  now  close  this  excursion. 


\ 


EXCURSION  THE  FIFTH. 

PART  I* 
LAKE  ERIE  AND  THE  RIVER  DETROIT. 

The  Boundary  Commission,  its  officers,  objects,  labours,  &c- 
Lake  Erie — Mr.  Beaumont — Rev.  Mr.  Morse — AmberBtburg 
— Captain  Stewart  and  his  negroes — Chevalier  and  Madame  i 
Brosse — Rattle-snake  hunt — Indian  cure — ^The  Prophet — Tl 
Kickapoo  Indians — Detroit — My  Inn  and  its  guests — The  Pro 
fessor,  the  Judge,  and  the  Barber — Moj — ^The  Metinonites. 

I  BBLiEYS  that  the  report  of  my  geological  tou 
(the  northern  part  of  which  up  the  Ottawa  Rivei 
&c.,  forms  the  second  Excursion)^  gave  satisfac 
tion.  True  it  is  that  my  masters  did  not  kno) 
much  about  the  matter,  scarcely  '*  quartz  fror 
pints/'  as  a  witty  Irish  lady  once  said  of  herseli 
but  they  had  the  wisdom  to  see  how  little  coul 
be  expected  from  a  solitary  individual  flung  help 
less  into  a  tangled  forest,  or  on  the  rugged  shor 
of  an  oceanlike  lake. 

My  tour  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles  showed 
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■  far  M  ooold  be  discerned  from  xhorefl,  aod 
hnks,  Boil  broken  bill-sides  open  to  examination. 
Ami  lomc  of  the  rock  rormatioiifl  had  not  found  a 
fket  in  geologicsl  cIutdRcatioa,*  and  that  all 
we  too  old  to  oonUin  bituminona  coat.  Canada 
Wot  waa  fonod  to  be  abundant  in  iron  ore,  Itme- 
■nae,  Ine  marble,  wrpentine,  gnei«,  and  granite. 
I  wicd  mtbin  a  mile  of  the  copper  mineA  of  Lake 
BBroB)  bat  >aw  no  traces  of  that  ore,  because  I 
I  ttaothnd.    Id  the  discovery  of  new  fo«siIs  I  was 


DarMg  the  following  winter  I  receiTed  the 
^ifoiataMnt  of  British  secretary  and  medical 
oCeer  to  the  Boundary  Commission,  under  the 
■xth  and  serenth  articles  of  Ihe  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

This  Commission  consisted  of  two  portions, 
Britieli  and  American ;  each  with  a  commissioner, 
■•  agcBtj-t*  •eeretary,^  astronomer,  two  or  more 
^rfcyof*.  ateward,  and  a  number  of  voi/agacrs 
ami  hoatmtta,  Taryiog  according  to  circumstances 
fina  tea  to  fifteen. 


■  •Am' parto  i#  Ik*  «ofU,  ind  had  the  honour  of  woriun|  ant  Md 
^■ditatal  afraad  Saemrj,  the  Silorian  ifMaD. 

1 1k>  ^^t  «■«  Ml  inaKr  ^  ■driiB'  to  tha  CommlMioav, 
It ^iiliiUmllj  ■ithtiiiii    II  r     iiiit.  iilliiinililiH 

:  I  imtmiiti  Mr.  Stephn  8«wdl,  brotbcT  to  the  Chirf-JwIiM 
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|)i|lkrui|i;  two  summers  the  Commission  had  the 
»*i>itfttftn^  of  two  schooners,  the  Confianee  and 
iW  R^  Jacket,  on  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron ;  one 
Wlo4ig:ing  to  each  Grovernment. 

Of  the  Red  Jacket  I  know  nothing,  having 
never  seen  her.  Tlie  Confianee  had  a  crew  of 
twelve  seamen,  and  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
John  Grant,  R.N.,  an  excellent  officer  and  truly 
amiable  man. 

The  Commission  had  been  in  existence  three  or 
four  years  when  I  joined  it,  and  had  worked  irom 
the  starting-point  up  to  the  head  of  Lake  Erie, 
550  miles,  through  districts  in  parts  exceedingly 
intricate. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  examine^ 
designate,  and  trace  upon  correct  charts  of  their 
own  construction,  a  boundary  line  between  Upper 
or  Western  Canada  and  the  United  States,  along 
the  middle  of  certain  water  communications,  com- 
mencing at  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Regis  on  Lake 
St.  Francis,  where  the  45th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude strikes  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  passing  up  this 
river,  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Ontario,  of  the 
river  Niagara,  of  Lake  Erie,  of  the  river  Detroit, 
the  Luke  and  river  St.  Clair,  of  Lake  Huron,  the 
Straits  of  St.  Mary,  and  of  Lake  Superior,  as  far 
us  the  Grand  Portage. 

They  were  to  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con* 
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kseliBjf  pftrtim  tli9  sereral  inlaniN.  more  or  len 
tfnick  or  ■ppronrhml  by  the  bouiidary  line,  re- 
^sctiTvly  belong,  in  conforniitjr  with  the  Treaty 
•ri7S3. 

From  the  Grand  Portage  on  Lake  Snperior  tlie 
Trtalf  ofObent  dircL'led  the  honndary  to  paM  up 
Rgeoa  Ri<rer  and  alon^  the  wntcr-communica- 
tfODf,  a  chain  of  lokw,  rircr»,  and  Bwsmps.  whicb 
lad  u»  tbe  »orth-wMt  corntrr  of  the  I^ke  of  tba 
Woodi;  from  which  poinl  or  eorntrr  a  lino  was 
to  be  fttmck  dne  south  to  north  latitude  49*^,  and 
from  thence  along  that  parallel  across  the  Ameri- 
caa  continent  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  country  to  be  examined  and  apportioned 
waa,  for  convenience  sake,  designated  in  two 
•rticlea,  the  aixih  and  serentb,  of  the  Treaty  of 
<ifaent;  the  former  ending  at  the  Straits  of  St. 
Mary,  and  the  latter  continuing  the  line  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods. 

Aa  accurately-described  eo-terroinous  line  be- 
tween countries  so  extensirely  and  closely  conlign- 
oat  as  the  Canadas  (with  Prince  Rupert's  Land) 
and  tbe  United  States  is  of  the  first  importance, 
both  in  a  civil  and  military  respect ;  chiefly,  how- 
erer,  in  tbe  fonncr. 

PoaitioDB  of  military  offence  and  defence  on 
tbe  Caoadiao  frontier  are  innumerable  on  both 
«ides,  so  that  tbe  national  iatereata  are  on  that 
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point  but  little  affected  as  far  as  the  6th  and  7th 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  are  concerned. 
But  a  clear  and  acknowledged  boandary  is  in- 
dispensable in  questions  of  allegiance,  of  fiscal 
and  legal  jurisdiction,  of  general  and  local  taxa- 
tion, and  among  other  particulars,  in  the  pursuit 
of  criminals,  debtors,  and  deserters  firom  military 
service.  It  also  apportions  territory,  often  of  great 
Talue,  and  is  advantageous  in  other  ways  which 
need  not  now  be  enumerated. 

The  details  of  the  work  evolved  from  time  to 
time  many  difficulties,  arising  from  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  of  which  I  can  here  mention  only 
a  few. 

The  want  of  any  establbhed  precedents  in  inter- 
national law  was  a  good  deal  felt.  They  would 
have  greatly  facilitated  discussion.  The  words 
used  by  the  treaty-makers,  whose  topographical 
knowledge  was  limited^  were  sometimes  vague. 
For  example,  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  term 
"  water  communication,"  employed  in  the  treaty, 
had  a  commercial  or  geographical  signification. 
The  Commissioners  decided  on  the  latter,  as 
being  the  most  useful. 

The  *'  north-west  corner  "  of  a  lake  was  another 
debateable  expression,  which  occasioned  great 
diiBBculties. 

Commercial    routes  were    sometimes   double. 
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f  niftit  be  iis«d  or  dbnaefl  (vho  was  to  My?)< 
>  lay  between  main  and  island,  both  ooeo- 
pd  \tj  the  nme  nation,  and  so  oecGBsarily  fkll- 
iap  u>  tbat  nation,  to  Ui«  (n^at  discontent  of  the 
Bci^hbonriDg  inhabitanti,  who  fur^t  that  th«ir 
lif^l  of  paiMire  and  other  use*  would  be  aeenrMl 
aftvwania  by  trcatj. 

1W  dittribaliDa  of  the  tcry  nam«roui  and 
■ftai  fertile  MUnda  cauaed  great  labour  in  Hund- 
■pa.  meaMjretnr.nt*,  and  valoatJons.  The  ialauds 
which  were  anL>qonU;  dirided  by  the  bonndaTy- 
Eds  were  tnoally  given  to  that  party  which  be- 
came eotitled  to  the  largest  share,  compensation 
hein^  made  in  some  other  part  of  the  frontier,  as 
coatigDoaa  as  poasible.  The  iaconrenience  of 
two  aatioDalities  on  one  small  island  was  not  to 
Wcodnred. 

Good-feeling,  caution,  ingenuity,  knowledge  of 
Tfio—  kinds,  were  required  from  time  to  time 
ia  both  parts  of  the  Commiseion,  to  avoid  appa- 
lortiy  tnaarmoantable  obstructions — dead-locks, 
a>    they   are  called  —  and   to  decide   wisely    in 


The  Cofomiasioner*  acted  very  much  upon  a 
•et  of  prineiplca  tacitly  or  openly  laid  down  from 
Ike  flrat  aa  gctiera]  rales. 

1  feel  aiMucd  that  the  work  was  &ulhfully  and 
vcU  perfermed,  both  from  my  own  near  obaerra- 
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tioDy*  and  from  the  telling  fact  that  the  award  was 
neither  a  take-in  nor  a  triumph  to  either  nation. 

The  quantity  of  fertile  and  commodious  land 
which  was  set  at  liberty  for  public  sale  and  safe 
enjoyment  on  both  sides  of  the  boundary  was  very 
large,  being  equal  on  the  British  side  to  a  country 
ninety-five  miles  long  by  four  broad ;  for  until 
this  designation  had  taken  place  no  titles  could 
be  given.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  land 
is  of  excellent  quality,  with  a  tolerably  dense 
population  either  surrounding  it  or  creeping  fast 
towards  it,  and  worth  all  the  expense  incurred 
twenty-fold  and  more.  The  British  came  into 
secure  possession  of  Wolfe,  or  Grand  Island 
(31,283  acres),  close  to  Kingston  on  Lake  On- 
'  tario,  of  Wells,  Howe,  and  other  valuable  islands 
in  this  vicinity.  The  island  of  St.  Mary,  in  Lake 
St.  Clair,  and  the  rich  and  beautiful  St.  Joseph, 
in  Lake  Huron,  seventeen  miles  by  twelve,  also 
fell  to  the  share  of  Upper  Canada. 

Although  I  speak  without  having  the  accounts 
before  me,  I  believe  that  the  whole  expense  of 
the  Commission  during  nine  years,  the  term  of 
its  existence,  was  under  £110,000.  It  was  paid 
in  equal  shares  by  the  two  Governments  con- 
cerned.    As  an  elaborate  topographic  and  diplo- 

*  I  was  five  years  in  the  Commission,  and  left  it  on  account  of 
mj  health. 
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nalic  labonr,  undertaken  by   two  grrnt 
ami  earnrd  oa  for  a  scries  of  years,  Ihe  expr 
arwTM]  csnnot  be  coRsidored  great.     The  epa 
Bsder  wiTcir  Biid  deciRioii  whs  about  1700  i 
tng  bv  *  Txriable  breadth,  for  llie  most  pa 
wfldenieM,  very  diilaol,  oHen  most  intricate,  at 
•■ly  aenaaible  in  ihc  >uniiiier.* 

All  ibU  itrclcb  of  country  had  to  b«  map 
■ocBrmlely,  u  ■  itanding  official  dociiniGnt  iQ 
rridence^n  work  which  includes  minute  fur- 
Tcra  bjr  attronomicnl  oburvation,  and  by  tri- 
■agslation,  rarious  measurements,  &c.,  and  the 
eoitttfuctioD  of  numerous  maps  on  a  large  scale 
ia  qmdniplicate, — a  copy  for  each  Government 
and  each  Commissioner. 

I  oeed  not  say  that  the  field  service  of  this 
CoauntMioa  was  rendered  arduous  by  the  heats, 
(erere  labour,  by  the  provisions  being  salt,  by  an- 
aoyinp  insects,  heavy  rains,  and  by  the  unhealthi- 
BCM  of  some  of  the  districts  under  examination. 

Several  of  the  surveyors,  although  in  high 
spirits  at  fint  with  their  good  salaries  and  new 
■ode  of  life>  soon  left  us,  subdued  by  toil  and 
exposare. 

1  have  in  my  eye  now  one  gentleman  of  con* 

■  TW  luyognphicd  tamj  ol  Great  Britain  hai  alraadj  oMt 
l.Ma,aaW.,  allliiiHh  •>■  oOixn  uhI  man  in  mattij  taken  ftaa 
At  BdHwy  wniM,  aad  than  fun  worii  rwj  sfaMpl;. 
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siderable  energy,  sitting  by  the  half  hour  on  a  bare 
rock  in  the  sun,  wiping  his  perspiring  face,  and 
in  angry  contention  with  a  cloud  of  mosquitoes. 
He  soon  went  away.  Another  resigned  because 
work  was  begun  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
or,  as  he  called  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

It  was,  however,  at  the  upper  end  of  Like 
Erie  that  sickness  effectually  disabled  the  united 
Commission.  Scarcely  a  man  escaped  either  ague 
or  bilious  remittent  fever  under  severe  forms. 

The  whole  American  party.  General  Porter 
(the  Commissioner),  included,  caught  one  or  other 
of  these  diseases  among  the  marshes  of  the  Miami 
River,  or  at  Point  Pele  in  Lake  Erie.  Not  one 
of  them  died ;  but  many  had  narrow  escapes, 
and  few  recovered  until  the  succeeding  spring. 

Mr.  Ogilvy,  the  British  Commissioner,  was 
taken  ill  on  the  12th  of  September,  1819,  on 
Boisbl&nc  Island,  in  the  river  Detroit,  and  ten 
days  after  died  in  the  contiguous  village  of 
Amherstburgh.  He  did  not  complain  much,  and 
suffered  chiefly  from  utter  prostration.  For  seve- 
ral days  he  lay  in  a  lethargic  state; — in  fact, 
until  a  few  hours  before  death. 

Mr.  Ogilvy  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  much  re- 
gretted. He  was  on  the  whole  fitted  for  his  task, 
being  familiar  with  the  country  with  which  he 
had  to  deal,  both  in  Canada  and  in  the  Indian 
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tarritoriM,  uhI    be  nculentood   tti« 
iabowU   of  the  resjiccUTe  Dalioos. 
•boat  htm,  1  am  infomuid,  an  unoeoal  w 
pttbii«  spirit  aiMl  tall         *     ,  lie  was  var 
to  be  ohstinaic  in  I         .,  and  imm     Melf  > 
wmnla  loo  pliant  in  Tnatlcn  of  more  ir 

He  waa  ia  good  circuinctancci,  ana  au 
Imi  Amencau  war  lent  Uuverntnent  tt       1 1 
Aoamad  pounds;  for   which  »eaaonabie 
waa    ottered    (but    ileclioed)    a    lacratlre    poDue 
sppotntmeut. 

Daring  the  laat  five  or  six  years  of  hb  life  he 
•pent  seven  or  eight  thoiisaad  pounds  in  improv- 
ing his  estate  of  Airlie,  near  Montreal,  and  in 
Uad  speculations  which  bis  unexpected  death 
prevaoted  from  ripening. 

Mr.  David  Thompson,  the  British  aatroDomer 
(already  introduced  to  the  reader),  fell  sick  early 
in  the  same  September,  at  first  with  extreme 
weakness,  and  then  with  high  fever  and  delirium. 
He  was  ill  twenty-oae  days,  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  able,  left  for  his  own  borne  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, near  the  Glengarry  settlement.  There  be 
mnained,  feeble  and  out  of  health,  all  the  winter. 

Two  of  the  British  boatmen  died  of  remittent 
fcver;  one  at  Amberatburgh,  and  the  other  at 
MoMreal. 

Tbfl  whole  country  about  Lake  Eria  (always 
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unhealthy  in  the  warm  months)  was  visited  that 
year  (1819)  with  unusual  sickness.  I  was  then 
on  my  geological  tour ;  and  in  due  course  arrived 
in  Sandusky  Bay^  at  the  south-west  end  of  Lake 
Erie,  usually  a  gay  and  interesting  scene,  but 
then  most  pestilential,  and  therefore  deserted. 
The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  San- 
dusky city  had  fled,  while  the  adjacent  small 
town  of  Venice  was  left  by  all  its  population 
(1500),  excepting  one  man  aged  seventy  years. 
It  was  most  melancholy  to  walk  among  the  un- 
trodden  streets,  the  empty  houses,  wharfs,  and 
warehouses.  Venice  stands  in  a  swamp,  the  water 
of  which  is  more  than  milk- warm  in  summer. 

As  the  Commission  had  again  to  work  in  Lake 
Erie,  and  in  the  sickly  regions  on  the  way  to 
Lake  Huron,  it  was  resolved  to  place  a  medical 
man  in  the  oflice  of  secretary,  then  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sewell;  and  I  was 
appointed. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  then  Iiolding  the  foreign 
portfolio,  conferred  the  vacant  commissionership 
on  Anthony  Barclay,  Esq.,  of  the  London  bar, 
brother  to  Col.  Delancey  Barclay,  of  the  Guards, 
aid-de-camp  to  the  late  Duke  of  York,  and  son  of 
the  late  Col.  Barclay,  who  for  many  years  held 
various  important  employments  in  the  United 
States,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government. 
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'  Mr.  BuvUj  was  selected  nilh  pi-culiar  Telicity, 
€  if  Mf  for  officv  be  tlelcroiiDcd  by  pertoDal 
Avacter,  hy  grrat  clili^oce,  ability,  and  (lnii> 
Mn  of  parpo««,  and  liy  a  large  acquaiutaDce  with 
^  duties,  acqnirpd  as  secretary  to  a  similar 
ChmmtMiuD  uader  tbe  4lb  and  &lh  Articles  of 
iW  Treaty  of  Ghent;  while  he  of  all  men  was 
r—htfd,  by  previous  education  and  quiet  amenity 
ll  —HPT,  to  cvpa  wilh  the  eager  and  exacting 
%Ufmr  of  American  diplomaliitx,  and  to  make 
^^od  tlw  n;!ht  thini;. 

I  am  at  ibu  same  time  fur  from  snjing  or  hint- 

>g  ■  single  word  to  the  moral  prejudice  of  the 

oiled  Stalea'  portion  of  our  Commission.     They 

ere  nncD  of  strict  honour,  and  frank  and  friendly 

■U — to  myself  personally  most  kind.    But  it 

well  known  that  American  civil  servants  are 

ler  strong  pressure,  and  ever  anxious  to  estab- 

new  claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  repub- 

The   length   of   their   state- papers,    notes, 

ies,  rejoinders,  &c.  kc,  was  wonderful  to  me, 

tinainted  as  1  was  with  the  style  and  method 

icial  correspondence. 

had  been  arranged  in  the  winter  of  1820-21 

lie  L'nited  Boundary Commiiision  should  meet 

berstbui^h,  as  early  in  the  ensuing  spring 

as  poaaible  for  the  surveys  to  be  prosecuted. 

the    7th    of    May,    \%i\,   therefore,  tbe 
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British  CommissioDy  including  my  hamble  sdf, 
arriTed  at  Waterloo,  a  sleepy  little  cluster  of 
houses  at  the  head  of  the  riyer  Niagara,  and  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  Lake  Erie. 

It  was  impossible  to  proceed  farther.  Lake  Erie 
was  blocked  up  by  a  fixed  mass  of  rough  ice,  for^ 
miles  long.  From  a  neighbouring  height,  we  were 
glad  to  think  we  saw  a  narrow  lead-coloured  line, 
the  open  lake,  beyond  the  great  white  expanse. 

We  were  told  that,  by  the  help  of  a  strong 
south-west  wind,  all  that  immense  body  of  ice 
would  crack  and  rend,  and  come  tumbling  down 
the  river  Niagara  in  ragged  fragments.  And  so 
it  fell  out;  but  we  waited  in  a  wretched  pot* 
house  for  six  days. 

The  passage  of  the  ice  down  the  Black-Rock 
rapids  was  an  interesting  sight.  We  often 
watched  the  jammed  masses,  blocks  and  sheets 
of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  hurrying  down  the  river, 
at  peace,  however,  among  themselves,  except 
near  the  banks,  where  there  was  an  abundance 
of  quarrel  and  mutual  damage.  But  with  a 
cautious  start  from  either  bank,  crossing  seemed 
quite  safe.  The  boat  and  the  ice  were  quite 
passive  as  regards  each  other,  because  driven  by 
the  same  current. 

We  crossed  several  times.  Of  course  it  is  a 
tedious  afiair,  as  the  boat  is  taken  the  best  part 
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jflf  ft  tnile  too  Ikr  down.  On  one  occasion  we 
iwent  to  a  plcsMnt  dinner  at  Black-Rock,  at  the 
iufgt  and  comniodiouB  home  of  the  American 
naaaBMOiier  (General  Porter),  the  very  house 
Mlik  «■■  Mdud  a  few  rears  before  by  the  4lBt 
Hiitiril  Infintry.  The  soldiers  f(!il  priucipally  on 
Ae  larder  and  cellar.  Hud  were  not  disappointed, 
M  BB  eye>witncM  iiiformed  me.  Allhongh  a 
I  act  of  barbarity .  tlie  affluent  American 
1  could  speak  oo  the  subject  with  the 
prF«ie<t  (rood- bum  oar.  The  whole  frontier  wa* 
rBTBgcd  by  the  British  by  way  of  reprisal. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  ice  bad  almost  all 
dJMppeared;*  and  we  embarked  in  the  Bufialo 
■tcamer  for  Aroberstbnrgh,  a  distance  of  224 
mile*,  where  we  arrived  on  the  16th  inrtant. 
Tbcre  are  now  (1848)  the  surprising  namber  of 
oae  hnndred  sleamers  on  this  lake  alone. 

We  rarely  saw  the  Canadian  shore,  as  we  kept 
doae  to  the  American  the  whole  way,  calling  at 
Dookirk,  Erie,  Clereland,  and  other  places,  to 
laad  aod  receive  passengers  and  cargo. 

Tkia  shore  i*  a  remarkably  straight  and  mono- 

■  Dda  aM  thk  thow  tkil  l«nj  mile*  at  mter  left  tite  laka  in 
taa  Ham  ^  iajt,—  i.  i.  from  the  Doment  the  Ux  broke,  well 
^  faawii^  >itk  Uw  wum  U  ftcwtnl  in  ?  Mr.  AUea  bM 
-r  I'll  r  tlat  ;01,2W  Imu  or  wUa  flow  oat  of  Laka  Erie  t 
■■k-Bacfe  rtrrj  mlaaie.  —  "  Amedcatt  JownU  of  Scieaee," 
ML  ■*>.  f..  71. 
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tonous  line  of  rich  sloping  woods,  with  a  clear- 
ance here  and  there.  There  are  no  materials  for 
description  of  scenery. 

We  were  favoured  by  no  incidents,  except  that 
the  servant  of  the  British  agent  was  robbed 
of  a  shoe,  taken  from  off  his  foot  while  asleep 
on  the  deck  at  night.  His  great  lamentation 
was  the  uselessness  of  the  parted  shoes  to  any- 
body. 

If,  during  our  three  days'  voyage,  we  escaped 
dulness,  the  merit  lies  with  the  passengers.  I 
was  much  pleased  with  the  agreeable  manners 
and  extensive  information  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  a 
surgeon  in  the  American  army,  on  his  way  to 
Michilimackinac.  He  there  had  soon  afterwards 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  Martin  the  Ca- 
nadian, whose  process  of  digestion  could  be  seen 
through  an  aperture  in  the  abdomen ;  and  the 
world  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  so  important 
a  phenomenon  fall  in  the  way  of  an  observer  as 
able  as  Mr.  Beaumont. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Beaumont  wit- 
nessed in  this  man's  stomach  (laid  partly  open  by 
a  gun-shot  wound)  all  the  successive  steps  in  di- 
gestion— the  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  sto- 
mach, the  effusion  of  the  pale  gastric  juice,  the 
curious  muscular  movements  of  the  organ,  and 
finally,  the  disappearance  of  the  changed  food. 
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B«  nuule  aUo  v«ry  eorions  oiiserv«lioii8  on  tho 
«Mnp«imtiT8  digatibility  of  mo4t  of  oar  ordinary 
articin  of  diet. 

I  wu  rerj  ranch  attracted   towards  a  young 

ruNil  pinif  ii(,i  r.  named  Hunter,  from  MarA'tand, 

m  m/mt  preposMsiing  fellow,  full  of  ability  and 

tfirit.      Ue  Mid  be  was  a  descendant  of  Poeo- 

fcontM,  tbe   Virginian   princess,  who   saved   the 

lilsof  Caplaiainuitb,  and  afterwards  married  ktm. 

Be  had  Mill  very  evidently  the  clear  bronce  of 

tlie    Indian,   and   his    never- to-I)e-rorgi>ttcn    eve. 

He  waa  on  one  of  those  exploratory  tours  so  fre- 

^■ently  made  by  American  youth,  and  bound  for 

Lake  Michigan ;   from  thence  to  make  his  way 

by  Grecnbay  and  the  Fox  River  to  the  Mississippi, 

•ad  to  ronnd  home,     t  longed  to  be  his  com- 

faaion.    Tbe  ivory  baft  of  a  dagger  occasionally 

peeped  from  within  his  waistcoat.     I  asked  bim 

the  nse  of  it.     He  answered,  that  he  hoped  it 

would  be  of  no  use,  but  that  it  was  best  to  be 

1    -freparcd  for  the  lawless  borderers  of  the  west. 

1       TIm  yoaog  men  of  the  Atlantic  shores  of  the 

I     Vailed  States  may  often  feel  comi>etition  at  home 

I    *m  ttroag  for  them,  or  may  wish  to  know  per- 

Uy  the  capabilities  of  otlier  regions,  in  fer- 

tty,  water  power,  or  comtnercial  openings. 

{aia,  we  had  an  American    clerg)'man  od 

I  tMrl,  the  Rer.  Mr.  Mone,  very  dislingoithed 
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at  that  time  for  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions. He  was  dressed  with  a  preciseness  yerj 
unusual  in  the  United  States — wholly  in  black, 
with  small-clothes  and  silk  stockings.  His  coat 
was  single-breasted,  descending  to  his  heels,  and 
was  adorned  with  large  cloth  buttons.  A  white 
neckcloth  and  broad-brimmed  hat  I  must  men- 
tion, and  then  go  on  to  say,  that  his  physiognomy 
was  mild,  pleasingly  devout;  his  nose  aquiline, 
giving  his  face  the  convex  profile  we  see  on  the 
coins  of  Louis  XVL  of  France.  He  was  fit  for 
his  work,  and  while  not  without  the  wisdom  which 
is  from  above,  possessed  the  activity,  frankness^ 
and  tact  of  the  man  of  the  world, — and  the  de- 
cision, let  me  add,  of  which  his  dress  was  the 
symbol.  He  was  always  amiable  and  accessible, 
but  always  the  minister.  He  did  not  act  upon 
the  Jesuit  maxim  of  entering  a  man's  heart  by 
his  door  and  coming  out  at  your  own.  The  use 
of  his  pen  was  incessant ;  his  note-book  was 
flooded  with  remarks,  but  upon  what,  was  past 
my  comprehension. 

I  have  said  that  Mr.  Morse  was  a  good  man ; 
and  therefore  could  not  help  sighing  when  I  saw 
the  triumphant  eagerness,  the  large  flashing  eye, 
with  which  he  mounted  a  high  railing,  to  mark 
and  talk  over,  in  the  presence  of  Englishmen,  the 
exact  locality  where,  a  very  few  y^ars  before,  the 
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BritMfa    and    American    squadrons    bad    n 
IkHIc.  —  an   epan   sheet  of  water,  as   smooti 
glaa  when  Mr.  Muiw  wtu  gazing  upon  it,  w 
tha  Put-in  Bar  group  of  iilets  close  at  hand,  oti 
bland*  farther  off  on   ihv  north,  and  the   k 
voedy.  Mnith  main  almost  diMppcaring  i        le 
■Milan  rr.     I  perceived  that  in  the  mistaken  |i 
■riot  wa  bad  loat,  for  the  mofnent,  tlie  Chrig 
Did  ba  not  know  that  his  coantry  was  fighting  Ibe 
haUle*  of  .Vapoleon  the  oppressor,  and  a^inet  her 
aeoaiiin-;  pnrentT  and  that  a  war  af^iDst  Great 
Britain  ;i[  lliai  jiiticluri:^  Wiig  bnsc,  matricidat,  and 
•  political  mistake?     Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Aawrican  citixens  held  up  holy  hands  a^nst  that 
war.     We  can  now  rejoice  that  public  opinion  is 
vsmIt  purified,  and  that  thoughtful  men  seldcMn 
Cm)  plcasare  even  in  victory. 

The  American  papers  soon  afterwards  told  us 
&>t  tiM  Rev.  Mr.  Morae  did  not  go  beyond  Green 
Bay,  in  Lake  Michigan.  He  was  laid  up  there 
hy'acknesa. 

Tbe  Booodary  Commission  left  the  steamer  at 
flaih)  iiltmr^li.  at  that  time  a  village  of  about 
fit*  boadred  inhabitants ;  but  now  having,  with 
e  that  namber  of  people,  a  new  court-honse, 
>,  five  churches  and  chapels,  and  other 
maarkable  improvements,  lu  1821  there  were 
■  of  iofaatry  at  AmhersUwrgb,  ander 
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a  lientenant-colonel,  a  man  of  talent  and  refine- 
ment, an  excellent  officer,  but  an  invalid  in  an 
unhealthy  station,  and  obliged  by  his  duty  to  live 
here  in  a  crazy  cottage,  with  little  or  no  society. 
Sach  is  life  in  the  army. 

We  met  with  every  civility  from  the  slender 
garrison.  I  here  first  tasted  the  grey  squirrel. 
Although  I  am  not  fond  of  new  flavours  at  the 
dinner-table,  I  thought  this  an  excellent  dish. 

Our  business  here  was  confined  to  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  and  to  framing  directions  to 
the  surveying  parties  as  to  the  summer's  work. 
They  were  ordered  to  make  a  map  of  River  and 
Lake  St.  Clair,  with  the  upper  part  of  the  River 
Detroit,  and  the  head  of  Lake  Erie  —  a  very 
unhealthy  district. 

The  two  commissioners,  the  English  agent  and 
the  American  secretary,  returned  home;  the  Ame- 
rican agent  and  myself  remained,  to  accompany 
the  working  parties. 

As  the  British  schooner  Confiance,  on  board 
which  we  were  frequently  to  reside,  and  which 
was  to  convey  us  to  the  seat  of  work,  did  not 
arrive  for  a  week  afterwards,  I  passed  this-  time 
very  pleasantly  at  Amherstburgh  and  at  the  Ame- 
rican town  of  Detroit,  eighteen  miles  above  Lake 
Erie. 

The  river  and  lake  of  St.  Clair,  with  the  River 
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DAnHt,  form  lli«  watrr  communication  be 
Lkku  Huron  ami  Erir,  Inkinj;  from  the  ft. 
lerd  the  latter.     They  ore  noblo  bodies 
timiMpMrTnt  water  (except  certain  par 
&L  Clair),  fluwiag   Ihrongh  an   itumenw 
through  tnillioDS  of  acres  of  forest,  full  i  : 

riren,  tometiiiie*  consbling  of  drj,  utt 
St  otben  linking  into  swamps  or  even 
lakes.     The  hand  of  man  is  only  felt  on 
eipol  streams  ;  all  else  is  in  a  slate  of  nature.     It 
■•  nuw,  hciwfvcr,  fait  replenishing  nitli  an  indns- 
trioiis  popnlatton. 

Tbe  Rirers  Detroit  and  St.  Clair  hare  a  lively 
frioge  of  comfortable  and  even  pretty  dwellings, 
cnbowered  in  pear,  apple,  and  peacb  orchards, 
with  here  and  there  a  church-tower  or  a  clamp 
«f  wych-elms  shadowing  en  advanced  bank  of 
tbe  river.  Productive  &rms  stretch  ont  of  sight 
iato  the  woods  behind.  When  first  I  saw  this 
region  of  plenty  and  beauty,  I  was  enchanted 
witk  it ;  hot  nearer  acquaintance  moderated  my 
idBiration. 

Even  at  and  about  Amberstbargh  there  was 

■■eh  to  inlereal, — not  the  moist,  flat,  balf-cnlti- 

Talcd  environs,  nor  its  couple  of  streets,  hamble 

I    tad  narrow,  but  some  of  the  temporary  residents. 

iTbe  climate,  aguish  and  worse,  and  the  great 
baia  of  sammer,  may  account  for  tbe  drooping. 
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aimless  look  of  the  people  of  this  villagei  as  well 
as  its  stagnant  appearance  generally. 

The  shopkeepers  and  small  exporters  com- 
plained of  the  times  ;  bat  their  stores  were  well 
filled ;  they  were  bartering  freely  with  the  back 
settlements  in  tobacco,  wheat,  Indian  com,  &c. ; 
steamers  and  sloops  were  constantly  bringing  and 
taking  away.  The  shopkeepers  had  a  news-room 
and  library — a  sure  indication  of  life  and  spirit. 
So  I  concluded  that,  upon  the  whole,  things  were 
not  very  bad. 

The  farmers  complained  to  me  that  the  shop- 
keepers ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  because 
they  were  mostly  their  debtors,  and  had  to  sell 
to  them,  their  creditors,  produce  at  a  very  low 
rate,  or  receive  a  visit  from  the  sheriflTs  officer. 
This  says  very  little  for  the  prudence  or  energy 
of  the  farmer. 

I  remarked  that,  except  when  the  climate  had 
touched  them,  the  general  appearance  of  the 
country  people  was  tolerably  good,  and  indicated 
easy  circumstances.  I  never  saw  in  England 
better  crops  of  wheat;  and  their  tobacco  brings 
a  high  price. 

Strong  drink  is  the  bane  of  Canada  West,  es- 
pecially on  outlying  farms,  and  still  more  espe- 
cially, I  fear,  among  half-pay  officers.  All  goes 
on  soberly  and  pleasantly  while  the  buildings  and 
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Uod  am  gcttinj;  up  Knil  into  order ;  but  as  soon  as 
thu  is  done  timi!  hanjs^  btHivily,  anaoyances  arise, 
raio  ngrota  are  fvlt,  infirm  health  is  apt  to  fol- 
Igw ;  wbcD  iba  only  resource  seema  to  be  tbe 
■  fa iakj* bottle.  The  man  bogins  to  remember 
imly  the  pleaunt  part  of  Eoglish  mid  military 
lifr,  and  lamcnU  hb  chair  and  plate  at  the  regi- 
Bkcstal  mw*.  He  ia  very  glad  of  an  inritatioa  to 
dine  with  the  Htlle  garriaon  twenty  miles  off;  and 
in  tli«  ra<i  Rinks  into  the  sot,  and  drags  his  sons, 
if  he  haTe  mj,  down  vith  fain. 

The  gentleman  settler  is  anfit  for  tfae  gloom  of 
the  woods,  and  sboald  select  a  ready-made  form, 
wot  more  than  ten  miles  from  a  town.  This  can 
be  done  an;  day  on  reasonable  terms. 

There  were  in  1821  tome  remarkable  persons 
IB  and  near  Amherstburgb,  to  whom  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  introduced.  I  am  sure  I  shall 
be  satisfying  my  own  feelings,  and  doing  honoar 
to  a  man  of  fa^h  merit,  in  giring  a  brief  aecoont 
of  Captain  Stewart,  late  of  tbe  Uononnible  East 


Although  Captain  Stewart  resided  at  Amfaerst- 
bargh,  and  was  still  not  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
he  had  passed  many  years  in  India,  and  had  had 
some  concern  with  the  mntiny  at  Vellore;  hot 
his  part  io  tba  affair  most  have  been  small ;  far 
his  jealooa  masten  diwniasad  him  with  fldl  pi^ 
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lor  life.  He  was  handsomey  frank,  and  energetic^ 
His  iroa  frame  was  indifferent  to  luxuries  or  even 
coiufi^rts ;  anj  hut  was  a  borne,  and  any  food  wa& 
xioiima::'ent,  provided  he  could  be  doing  good 
to  others ;  for  be  was,  and  is,  a  working  Chris- 

tian. 

At  this  time  he  was  waging  successful  war  witb 
tlie  negro  slavery  of  the  United  States.  As  a 
branch  of  this  holy  enterprise  within  the  grasp  of 
au  individual  of  small  means,  and  totally  unaided^ 
he  devoted  himself  to  providing  a  home  for  run- 
aways from  the  slave  states."^ 

Being  at  least  twenty  years  before  his  genera- 
tion, and  having  views  as  much  above  those  of  the 
careful  traffickers  of  Amherstburgh,  as  the  heaven 
is  above  the  earth,  the  excellent  captain  was  totallv 
misunderstood,  and  well  abused,  for  bringing  then* 
customers,  forsooth. 

His  desigfn  was  to  establish  in  the  neighbour- 
hood a  negro  colony.  For  this  purpose  he  bought 
a  small  tract  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  village- 
As  the  poor  fugitives  came  in,  friendless  and 
breathless,  though  exulting.  Captain  Stewart 
offered  them  protection  and  subsistence ;  the 
first  being  still  necessary  against  the  stratagems^ 

♦  In  1847  I  hid  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Capt.  S.  at  Bristol.  I 
Wtfir  him  initantly;  there  was  the  same  carelessness  about  th& 
«iyteff  iMii»  •»*  ^  "^^  wrtleM  xeal  for  the  old  object. 
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tad  even  violence,  of  their  pursuers ;  the 
Ui  luMJ  Biipplied. 

The   greater  portion  of  these  negro  re( 
htttroe   liis   lennnlM,  and   to   this   day  form 
Ofderljr  bodj  of  UrilUh  Hubjects,  numberinc;  1' 
k  1M2.     So  well  known  throughout  the  1        sa 
Sestet  U  tbe  fact  that  there  i«  «ueh  nn  attyliim  for 
the  wretchec]  slaves,  that  from  1820  to  the  pre«cn 
dav,  al  least  15,000  persons  of  colour  have  come 
■nJ   Milled  til   Canada  West.     That   number  is 
•ap|MM«U  t»  be   there   now,  with  cliurchea  and 
•efaooU  in  different  parts  of  the  province.    During 
ibe  late  rebellion,  when  the  American  sympathisera 
invaded  the  British  possessions,  tbe  blacks  eagerly 
oAered  their  Mrvices  to  Government,  well  knowing 
tbeir  bte  if  Canada  should  glitter  aa  an  additional 
■tar  in  tbe  spangled  banner  of  tbe  American  Cod- 
Cederalion.     Their  offer  was  accepted.     There  is 
(or  was)  a  coloured  company  of  soldiers  at  Stone 
Bridge,  Lake  Erie. 

I  spent  a  very  pleasant  erening  at  tbe  cottage 
of  Captain  Stewart,  a  plain  but  comfortable  abode 
OB  tbe  edge  of  bis  pnrchase,  in  which  be  lived 
with  his  widowed  sister,  and  ber  numerous  and 
fine  bmily. 

The  negro  villi^e  and  the  clearancea  were  then 
batjost  begun.  As  it  wa«  a  very  rainy  seaion, 
tbe  land  seemed  to  be  a  iwamp.  and  tbe  faata  very 
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indiflferent  aflbira,  bot  were  thought  to  be  palaces 
by  the  fireemen  who  inhabited  them.  Sobseqaently 
heavy  crops  were  obtained  from  their  fiEums. 
Captain  Stewart  bad  the  goodness  to  walk  over 
some  of  them  with  me  ;  and  I  am  glad  that  I  had 
Ae  discernment  to  cheer  him  on  in  bis  difficolt 
nndertakii^.  Happy  is  the  man  who,  with  wis- 
dom, selects  and  pursues  some  great,  unselfish 
dject.  Its  influence  upon  himself  is  most  bene- 
ficial, as  well  as  upon  others,  and  will  not  cease 
with  this  life. 

"  A  good  mm  mc»»  though  nlent,  oomuel  gives." 

If  this  had  been  Captain  Stewart's  only  work  it 
would  haTC  been  a  noble  benefaction  to  his  fellow- 
men — well  worth  a  life. 

There  was  near  Amberstburgh,  at  this  time,  a 
family  in  which  all  must  have  been  greatly  inter- 
ested, a  lingering  relic,  in  the  distant  western 
world,  of  the  old  court  of  France. 

Medical  men  have  a  very  general  entree  into 
the  domestic  circle.  Sooner  or  later  their  services 
are  indispensable,  and  they  often  become  almost 
int^jal  parts  of  the  family.  So  it  was  here.  The 
medical  officer  of  the  garrison  was  on  these 
intimate  terms  with  Chevalier  and  Madame  de 
Brosse. 

Dr.  N.  thought  fit  to  take  me  with  him  to 
spend  an  erening  with  his  French  friends. 


Xhy  ratided  B  eouplo  of  miles  froin  Ai 
•t  ibo  ntmnc    point  of  iW  rirer, 
tt  Ik*  fine  wowJInntl  expsnge  of  L 
■  into  view.     In  WKlkmi;  there  we  p 
k  prcttjr  aceotrj,   cotta^fK  with   vcran 
i|M  of  drooping  willows,  park-Iike  opening 
md  Msd-lMnk*  orerran  witlt  sweet-briar,  tin* 
ti  htioDj. 

Tlw  cottage  of  the  Cheralier  stands  between 
Ihc  hike  and  tlie  highroad,  and  it  a  convenient 
jainlilc  *iC  (ultit^  parto,  each  under  ita  owu  tittle 
nof.  The  apartment  with  which  I  wai  beet 
■eqnainted  (the  family  sitting-room)  looked  with 
a  wide  baj-window  npon  the  water.  The  large 
garden  mod  the  offices  were  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  ro«d,  npon  rising  ground,  end  sheltered 
the  cottage  from  the  cold  north  winds.  Thej  bad 
a  butdy  black  galloway,  and  a  Dearborn  wa^on 
oa  tmj  springs,  to  carry  them  about  to  the  Cana- 
diao  French  families  in  the  vicinity. 

The  moment  I  entered  this  sitting-room  I  felt 
■yaetf  in  Prance.  I  was  among  the  bncifol 
articles  of  virlil,  tbe  bijouterie,  and  feminine  knick> 
koackcry  with  which  Madame  de  Genlis  has  made 
tke  Batravelled  English  familiar.  There  was  no 
carpet,  bat  little  rugs  instead,  in  faronrite  spots, 
before  two  short  hair-seated  sofas  covered  with 
yellow  plosfa,  with  four  arm-chairs  to  match  olosa 
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by  (a  la  Louis  XIV.))  and  none  of  the  newest. 
The  tables  were  of  the  native  walnut,  and  very 
beautiful.  They  were  more  or  less  covered  with 
books  and  culled  flowers,  and  the  one  in  the 
middle  of  the  room  had  a  large  Limousin  plate, 
painted  over  with  blue  and  white  saints,  and 
holding  fans,  seals,  and  medallions.  For  dear 
Versailles'  sake,  well  remembered  through  a  vista 
of  chequered  years,  Madame  had  preserved,  or 
somewhere  picked  up,  a  somewhat  shattered  cabi- 
net of  marqueterie. 

Portraits  adorned  the  walls  of  the  room ;  an 
excellent  likeness  of  Marie  Antoinette,  in  the 
gloomy  mezzotint  of  fifty  years  ago;  a  dashing 
powdered  likeness  of  Madame  de  Brosse  when 
very  young ;  and  another,  much  more  humble 
and  more  modern,  of  her  only  daughter,  a  pretty 
little  brunette,  recently  married  to  a  worthy' 
Frenchman,  living  on  his  propei-ty,  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  off. 

I  must  not  forget  two  Watteaus,  pictures  of 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses,  risking  good  looks 
and  gay  clothes  on  wet  grass,  with  open  mouths 
and  music-books. 

If  there  were  a  transcript  of  the  ample  and 
genial  face  of  the  Chevalier,  I  did  not  see  it.  I 
hope  there  was,  for  there  are  few  so  worthy  of  the 
painter's  pains. 


H  A  VlBtT. 

A  tolerable  piano  wu  not  wanting,  a 
tliree  capilal  guitars  etood  in  comers  ujwii 
muftic. 

I   had   been  long  ramlliar  niUt  Qrimm, 
■Donte],  and  other  describes  of  Ffcnclt  i 

1770-1790.    It  was,  therefore,  tnoBt  agree    i      a, 
well  as  nnespecled,   to   iind   before   me  a  vvn 
pleaking  representation  of  the  vi^Ule  cour  < 
IB  the  heart  of  North  Anterica— not  for  a  moiutDt 
wishing  the  vUUIe  cour  back  a^n. 

I  was  reecired  at  the  door  by  tbe  Cheralier,  with 
the  warm  but  refined  welcome  which  high-breed' 
iog  alone  can  give.  He  was  a  magnificeol  person, 
•ix  feet  fir*  inches  high,  under  sixty  years  of  age, 
with  an  open,  gentlemanly  physiognomy,  and  a 
free,  springy  carriage  even  now.  There  had  beeo 
a  time  when  he  was  finely  proportioned,  but  an 
indolenl  life  of  twenty  years  had  added  more  to 
bis  bulk  than  to  his  beauty. 

He  led  Qi  rery  pleasantly  into  the  sitting-room. 
There,  eosconced  in  an  easy  chair,  close  to  the  bay- 
window,  and  its  quiet  scenery  of  cypress,  and 
willow,  and  shining  lake,  we  found  Madame  de 
Broaae.  a  portly  old  lady,  once  fair,  and  cer- 
tainly haodsome,  now  lively  and  gracions,  with  a 
ecrtaiD  high  manner  blending  in,  but  aoythiDg 
rather  than  offensire.  She  received  na  moat 
cordiaUj. 
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The  new-married  daughter,  in  a  simple  dress, 
eat  by  her  side,  evidently  ready  to  contribute  to  a 
pleasant  evening.  How  she  came  to  be  a  brunette 
I  do  not  know. 

In  a  few  minutes  their  only  son,  a  lieutenant 
on  the  half-pay  of  a  Canadian  regiment,  walked 
in.  He  strongly  resembled  his  father  in  every- 
thing bat  his  hilarious  features,  for  those  of  the 
son,  with  a  woodland  negligence  of  dress,  were 
decidedly  pensive,  and  that  perhaps  from  vain 
regrets  for  the  lost  distinctions  and  pleasures  of 
his  ancestors. 

We  had  of  conversation  great  plenty.  The 
Chevalier  and  his  lady  were  full  of  anecdote  about 
courts,  and  camps,  and  lengthened  wanderings. 
They  found  in  me,  at  least,  a  new  and  respectful 
listener. 

After  coffee  Madame  called  upon  her  daughter 
for  a  romance  to  the  guitar,  which  she  gave  at 
once,  very  unaffectedly  and  well.  Then  M.  de 
Brosse  himself  thundered  out  a  ''  Chanson  a  la 
chasse"  It  was  too  loud  to  be  musical.  I  feared 
for  the  windows.  In  the  duet  that  followed  be- 
tween himself  and  Madame  de  Brosse  he  sang 
the  old  French  air  upon  which  it  was  based  as 
gently  and  sweetly  as  he  had  been  boisterous 
before.  Madame's  organ  might  be  thin,  but  her 
singing  was  correct  and  tasteful.    Throughout  the 
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maing  the  uni*bilitj>  of  tbis  finmiiy,        i 
dctenniaalion  to  look  brightly  on  the  i>rtl 
ami  omfidingly  on  the  fqtun*,  wax  (l«Iigliirii 

Baviitg  been  a  »enr  '■"^li^I^■  cultivator  of 
g^j  leieiice,  I  tuned  i         ly  ftmall  pijic  in  (wo  or 
three  Fr*ncb  nini  which    liail    not  os  yet  been 
wafted  lo  br  we«t.  ring  the  great  advantii^' 

cf  bang  "  ■  new  man  ro*  appravcd,  and  mora 

tlwD  oace  repeated  my  Tisit.  Gateaux,  cream*, 
aad  (htils,  1  ongbt  to  add,  ended  the  erening 
very  agrmably.  Thii  inlemting  Family  were  then 
ia  tbar  beat  ■pirits  on  account  of  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter. 

The  Chevalier  had  fallen  in  love  with  bis  lady 
at  the  eoort  of  Versailles,  where  they  held  some 
(perfaapa)  lubordinate  sittiations  about  the  person 
of  Marie  Antoinette  in  the  beginning  of  the  first 
French  rcTolution.  That  great  political  tempest 
drove  the  aristocracy  of  France,  and  these  two 
yooag  people  with  them,  to  the  four  winds. 

After  a  variety  of  painful  adventures  M.  de 
Braaw  {otad  himself  an  officer  in  the  De  Watte- 
ville  repment,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  and 
having  alwaya  corresponded  with  hia  Lfoline,  sooo 
afterwards  married  her.  They  were  in  Spain. 
Sicily,  England,  and  latterly  in  the  Canadas, 
when  he  took  leave  of  active  service  upon  the 
half-psy  ot  a  niajor.  lie  purchased  a  larm,  and 
aettlcd  oo  the  Detroit,  where  the  eomforta  of  life 
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are  readily  procured ,  and  where  there  are  several 
French  families  of  property  and  consequence. 

Do  they  regret  the  elegant  frivolities  of  the 
Trianon,  and  do  they  esteem  themselves  driven 
from  Paradise? — ^Yes!  certainly.  Youth  and  dis- 
tance have  given  lustre  to  the  gay,  and  softness  to 
the  darker  parts  of  their  early  life.  The  bright- 
ness of  the  scene  immediately  around  them,  and 
the  amiability  of  their  master  and  mbtress,  had 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  miseries  of  universal  France, 
which  it  was  the  design  of  Providence,  by  the 
revolution,  to  lessen. 

My  medical  friend  one  day  made  a  party  to 
hunt  rattlesnakes  in  the  marshy  islands,  a  little 
below  Amherstburgh,  as  I  had  never  seen  one. 
We  put  on  strong  boots,  reaching  nearly  to  the 
knees,  and  thick  pantaloons.  We  therefore  did 
not  fear  a  bite.  As  to  our  weapon  of  offence,  we 
had  a  long  elastic  switch. 

We  landed  on  a  field  of  long  grass,  twenty  or 
thirty  acres  in  extent,  and  found  mowers  at  work, 
defended  by  pieces  of  blanket  tied  round  their 
legs.  They  said  they  had  seen  several  rattle- 
snakes in  the  course  of  the  morning,  and  we 
were  not  long  in  finding  six — three  among  the 
long  grass,  and  three  among  some  fallen  timber. 
We  had  the  pleasure  (such  as  it  was)  of  several 
runs,  and  of  hearing  the  dread  rattle  in  full  force. 
We  killed  two,  each  more  than  a  yard  long. 
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Amlwntbargh  U  rnmoas  for  rattleinakes.  Dr. 
N.  Kild  toe  that  a  fetr  months  before,  one  of  tb« 
children  (■ged  sis  years)  of  an  oHicer  was  billen. 
TIm  uttul  ■ymploms  set  In  with  severity.  He 
wed  «11  ihc  known  remedies  assiduouttly,  external 
and  internal,  bgl  the  clitld  only  grew  troriie.  As 
ltd  life  was  DOW  de«|uiirH  of,  itio  ptiTentB  sent  for 
an  old  Indian  wouiaii  villi  (be  tnediral  man's  full 
eoncurrence.  After  having  looked  upon  the  child 
she  hastened  into  tlie  woods,  and  returned  with 
some  rattlesnake  root  (  Goodyrra  pubtacent).  Of 
fmxX  o£  ih*  lesTcs  aba  made  an  infusion,  of  which 
dw  canted  the  child  to  swallow  doses  at  certatD 
iotemda,  and  of  part  she  made  a  poultice,  which 
she  applied  to  the  wound.  The  child  soon  b^^n 
to  improTc;  one  t^  one  the  symptoms  disap- 
peared, and  in  forty-eight  hours  the  little  sufferer 
wae  oat  of  dang^.  This  is  a  well-authenticated 
CMC,  and  very  remarkable. 

The  only  other  circamstance  worthy  of  note, 
which  occurred  during  my  slay,  was  the  gathering 
of  tb«  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  other  parts 
of  tba  United  Slates,  far  the  purpose  of  receiving 
thctr  aonoal  presents  from  the  British  Govern- 
Bent.  Some  of  them  were  brawny,  well-fed,  bat 
aallcB  men,  of  mtddle-age,  with  little  covering 
bat  a  Uaaket,  Une  middle-cloth,  and  necklace  of 
large  bear's  daws.    Among  them  I  saw  the  most 
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interesting  Indian  of  these  regions,  as  mnch  on 
account  of  his  own  great  capacity  and  influence 
as  because  he  was  the  brother  of  the  renowned 
Chief  Tecumseh,*  killed  in  the  last  American  war^ 
I  am  speaking  of  the  Prophet,  most  faithfully 
delineated  in  Catlings  series  of  Indian  Portraits. 
I  could  not  help  shaking  hands  with  him,  and 
addressing  to  him  a  few  friendly  words  by  an 
interpreter.  He  was  evidently  a  conservative  of 
the  true  water — a  sombre,  reflective  savage  of  the 
old  times,  large,  gaunt,  square-featured — ^the  able 
coadjutor  of  his  brother  in  his  scheme  of  leaguing 
together  all  the  Indians  of  North  America,  to 
sweep  the  white  men  out  of  the  land  altogether. 
In  the  war  of  1813  he  assisted  the  British  very 
effectively,  but  it  is  supposed  only  with  the  view 
of  weakening  his  future  foes.  The  Prophet  was 
some  time  afterwards  killed  in  a  fray  with  those 
Ishmaelites  the  backwoodsmen. 
It  seems  unfortunate  that  the  Indians  of  the 

*  Tecumaeh,  the  Indian  hero,  will  never  be  forgotten  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  In  1811,  at  a  council  held  with  the  Americans  at 
Yincennes,  Tecnmseh,  having  finished  his  address,  showed  some 
displeasore  that  no  seat  was  kept  for  him.  Gieneral  Harrison 
hastened  to  order  one  to  be  brought.  "  Warrior,''  said  a  bystander 
to  him,  "  your  father,  the  General,  presents  to  you  an  arm-chair." 
"  He,  my  father !"  cried  the  chief,  fiercely.  **  The  sun  is  my 
father,  and  the  earth  is  my  mother.  She  nourishes  me.  I  sleep 
upon  her  bosom."  And  then  the  haughty  savage  sat  on  the  ground, 
cross-legged. 
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wntnl  parts  of  Norih  America  come  in  contact 
geoerally  with  outlaws  and  <Iespenite  men,  who 
■re  oot  to  b«  eallvd  (/hristiane,  even  for  a  mo* 
Bent,  io  courtes/. 

Aoollier  large  body  of  Indians  then  prcseot 
wm«  tjuilfi  diniDct  from  theHe.  I'liey  cama  from 
tlM  wedern  prairie*  on  Iionie)i,  and  were  slender 
T«tn^  men,  dreued  from  head  to  foot  in  pnrple 
calico ;  the  k«u>  of  their  little  coalcea,  ita  cape, 
and  tlmr  Ugginga,  edged  piettily  with  a  short 
white  firinge. 

CloM  to  Afflherstbui^h  there  is  a  grassy  com- 
»oa  a  hundred  acres  in  extent.  On  this,  these 
jwmg  brarea  were  perpetoslly  galloping,  and 
wheeling,  and  checking  in  full  career  their  slight 
boivea,  in  a  most  absard  and  reckless  manner,  as 
it  seemed  to  me.  One  evening  the  Buffalonlance 
was  performed  by  thirty  or  forty  stamping  sa- 
vage*, diagnised  with  the  horns  and  portions  of 
iW  skin  of  this  animal.  We  were  favoured  with 
iannBsrable  frantic  bellowings,  grimaeings,  and 
(hoflinga  here  and  there. 

Three  ot  fi»r  days  before  the  expected  arrival 
of  oar  schooner,  the  ConBance,  I  went  to  D^tnMt, 
iiztcen  mile*  ap  the  river,  the  capital  of  the  then 
territory  <^  Michigan.  1  wished  to  see  for  myself 
the  pbfsiogiMmy  and  manners  of  a  small  frontier 
town,  I  embarked  in  the  periodical  steamer.  Th« 
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river  scenery  has  been  noticed  before.  The  stream 
is  a  mile  or  more  broad,  and  flows,  all  alive 
with  sloops,  canvass,  and  scows,  tbrongh  a  setded 
country,  placid  and  productive,  save  on  the  Briiisb 
side  for  a  few  miles  above  Amherstburgh,  where 
the  Huron  reserve  remaii  s  a  wilderness. 
•  Detroit  now  contains  (1847)  more  than  10,000 
inhabitants.  The  territory  has  become  an  im- 
portant state  (repudiating).  In  1821  it  had  1400 
inhabitants,  scattered  over  a  long  straggling  street 
parallel  to  the  river,  with  a  few  lanes  behind.  In 
the  middle  of  the  town  was  a  very  singular  staring 
Roman  Catholic  church,  of  great  size.  In  the 
rear  was  a  large  common,  on  which  troops  of 
horses  were  grazing  and  frolicking. 

About  nine  o'clock  on  a  Saturday  morning  i 
landed  opposite  to  a  decent  inn  with  two  signs — 
**  General  Washington,"  with  white  tie  and  black 
coat  with  stand-up  collar,  fronting  the  river — ^and 
an  angry  eagle,  of  gilt  wood,  behind,  to  face  the 
street.  Although  this  double-facedness  did  not 
suit  my  English  notions,  1  carried  my  light  port- 
manteau up  the  bank  of  twenty  to  thirty  feet, 
and  into  the  door-way  of  the  inn,  where  I  met 
with  the  crummy  landlady.  On  asking  her  if  I 
could  have  a  bed, — "  Oh!  yes  to  be  sure." — "And 
bed-room  to  myself?" — "  Oh!  no;  but  you  can 
have  a  room  with  only  three  beds  in  it.'*    My  eye 
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«itclMO^  ftt  tbi  tnoment  tlie  stgn-boAnl  of  anolher 
Ur^  noodrn  inn,  I  declinci]  (lie  Inrly's  invirBtioQ 
to  walk  in,  nnd  pnMed  over  to  the  rivnl  house  of 
eatfrtainnirnt  undor  the  patronage  of  "General 
Wiii6eUl  Scolt,"  evai  nnw  a  ramous  and  v«ry  tall 
Ancrieaa  general,  jadging  from  a  blue  painting 
of  hini  on  the  wall. 

Pr«aenliDg  inyKlf  here  tneekly,  for  I  faad  not 
ircakfiuted,  I  was  informed  that  five  bedt  in  a 
tDom  was  the  Emalk-st  allowance  tliey  could  oRcr. 
So  buoiblL-d  irai  I,  nnd  f>o  disinclined  to  (ace  tbe 
"  Golden  Eagle,"  ihat  1  took  my  traps  up-ttairt, 
•ad  came  down  to  an  excellent  breakfast. 

I  shall  not  carry  the  reader  with  me  all  adown 
the  awelteriDg,  dusty  streets  of  Detroit,  empty  of 
every  living  thing  but  pigs  and  poultry.  So  I  left 
the  string  of  shabby  wooden  houses,  rubbishy 
■tores,  full  of  coame  dry  goods,  and  tfae  loaded 
gatten,  loudly  calling  for  the  feathered  scaven- 
gers of  Georgia  and  Florida.  I  betook  myself 
booM  and  read  tbe  "  Detroit  Gazette,"  an  out-and- 
o«ler«  writing  boldly  and  well  up  to  the  times. 

Oaa  o'clock  brought  dinner,  a  roogb,  sub- 
staotial  nMal,  wilb  at  least  twenty  commensals,  in 
evcfj  variety  of  costnmc.  They  were  clerks,  shop- 
kccpCfSk lawyers,  land-ageals,  and  doctors.  Most 
of  ibeae  lived  in  the  house ;  others  roosted  among 
their  goods.    The  dinner  was  soon  despatched. 
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and  the  clatter  of  plates  among  the  things  of  the 
past.  The  bulk  of  the  diners  dispersed,  learing 
a  meditative  batch  of  three  or  four. 

Among  these  was  the  editor  of  the  *^  (Gazette/' 
Mr.  Sinkler  (Sinclair,  St.  Clair),  and  Mr.  Crittle, 
the  land-agent,  shrewd  in  his  own  business,  but 
friendly  and  mild,  and  very  curious  about  Engp- 
land.  To  these  I  must  add  a  very  strange  per- 
sonage, who  turned  out  to  be  a  professor  of  He- 
brew, wrapped  up  in  a  sort  of  ample  dressing- 
gown  of  purple  serge  or  flannel,  with  trousers  of 
the  same.  In  these  places  you  may  dress  as  you 
like,  provided  you  are  dressed  at  all.  The  land- 
agent  wore  corduroy  cossacks  and  jacket,  as  being 
suitable  for  his  sylvan  rambles.  The  editor  and 
land-agent  became  great  gossips  of  mine  at  once. 
But  I  must  first  speak  of  the  professor,  as  being 
the  greatest  original  of  the  three. 

As  I  walked  up  to  the  door  of  the  "  Winfield 
Scott,"  my  attention  was  arrested  by  the  flowing 
purple  of  the  professor,  as  he  was  lounging  on 
the  broad  bench  which  ran  along  the  houseside. 
He  was  a  powerfully  made  dwarf,  high-backed, 
legs  short,  and  very  stout.  His  head  was  great 
and  protuberant,  and  he  had  large  red  features, 
eyes  blue,  quick,  and  expressive ;  his  red  hair 
hung  over  his  shoulders  in  clubs  twisted  like 
cables. 


i 
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Tbit  •tagalu'  beiog  wm  really  a  pre:     i 
Hebrew,  wandering  in  search  of  pupils  wt 
ht  wa»  IcMt  likely  to  find  them.      Many  i 
■  then  are  in  rays  of  the  M^est. 

I  awiogii^  Ilia  i  'r«oii  aboat,  and  1 

viDg  a  amaU  kn      oi        teren.     For  lack  of 
other  li«l«oera,  ho  liave  lectured  to  tlie 

hhek  cook,  u  iba  w  g  a  fowl. 

Tbe  profeuor  was  lom  odd  within  than  with- 
•■t.  He  waj  a  Scotctiiuaii  of  rmpi-ctabU  origin, 
and  a  truly  learned  man;  but  fvcry  word  nrid 
look  of  bit  waa  to  spiced  with  the  extravagant  and 
ladierous,  that  there  was  no  listening  to  his  sonc^ 
roBs  aouids  without  a  riot  of  laughter,  to  the  poor 
Baa's  great  Iom,  grief,  and  astonishment. 

Tbe  profcMors  of  the  uniTersity  at  which  he  waa 
•daeated,  respeetiag  his  attainments,  procured  for 
Uiii  a  private  class ;  but  it  had  only  one  sitting. 
After  ItsteniDg  to  his  odd  and  egotistical  discourse 
tar  ten  miaates,  first  one  foolish  student  filliped  a 
p^ier  pellet  at  him,  and  then  another,  until  the 
akow^  waa  oniTersal ;  and  there  was  a  great  row, 
ia  which  some  of  the  pupils  were  in  danger  irf' 
bcia^  thrown  out  of  tbe  window  by  the  enraged 
doctor,  who  although  short  was  extraordinarily 
■troog  ia  the  arms. 

I  tat  Dcxt  to  him  at  breakfast  one  morning, 
when   be  obliged    me   by   some    magnifical  dis- 
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coorset  of  which  the  following  ib  a  fiided  spe- 
cimen : — 

'*So,  sir!  yon  are  from  the  good  old  country, 
like  myself.  Why  did  you  leave  it?  Answer  me 
that !  But  three-fourths  of  us  professors  here  are 
either  British,  or  of  the  British.  Look  at  Reo- 
wicky  of  Columbia  College,  Highland  Mary*s 
grandson ;  at  Dunglisson ;  at  Pattinson  of  Glas- 
glow ;  at  myself,  a  near  kinsman  of  the  G(entle 
Shepherd.  One  good  native  teacher  I  know  and 
honour,  Sam  Mitchell,  of  New  York.  I  listened 
with  delight  the  other  day  for  two  good  hours 
while  he  gave  us  (quite  new  to  me)  the  natural 
history  and  uses  of  that  admirable  esculent  the 
turnip,  directing  our  attention  to  his  diagrams 
with  an  African  assagai  (a  dart).  Sir,  this  is  an 
inquiring  and  an  acquiring  country.  They  will 
know  and  will  have.  I  shall  soon  have  plenty  of 
pupils.  I  shall  soon  be  off  to  the  new  self-govern- 
ing and  self-supporting  college  in  Ohio,  where  a 
man  of  my  calibre  is  grievously  wanted.  I  have 
letters  to  those  people,  and  have  sent  them  my 
little  treatise  on  the  Canaanitish  Mysteries.  Do 
you  know  Professor  Parker,  of  Northland  Col- 
lege ?  Although  he  is  a  pupil  of  mine,  I  am  bound 
to  declare  that  he  has  no  more  brains  than  a  sol- 
dier carries  in  his  knapsack.  A  planet-load  of 
such  fellows  is  not  worth  a  rush.    To  be  sure  he 
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waald  ool  walk  into  a  well ;  butaa  to  Hebre* 
Pshaw  i     I  first    calli^cl   on    him   in   thv    tno 
Cbblca.     Certainly  1il>  wdk  not  sacrificing  to 
radi,  iuB  eagle-faced  goci ;   but  he  nns  with  mai 
odwr  fiioU  in  hit  drawing- room,  bo  bewitched  with 
a  silljr  naf^ng-woman,  that  he  told  a  professor  of 
the  Hebrew  tongue  to  call  again.     But  that  pro- 
Ceator  of  Anclover,  with  the  long  name,  la  of  an* 
other  •nrt.     Yet!   with  the  long  name  —  Long- 
fellow  ! — '  toog,  long  ago,'  ai  somebody  used  to 
ling.     He  in  a  man  of  very  fair  American  abilities. 
When  I  was  at  bis  college,  giving  a  course  of 
Egyptima  antiquities,  I  might  have  been  the  noble 
AaampptT  bimself,  such  was  bis  courtesy  to  the 
■■a  who  is  now  addressing  you.    He  is  good,  too, 
is  lent.   But,  speaking  of  these  poets  of  the  west, 
i  kaow  them  all,  from  Florio  of  Poughkeepsie, 
Ihroogh  Pereiral,  '  all  purple  and  gold,'  up  to 

BfTaat,  who  cbanuts  the  wild  ducks "  tee.  &c. 

till  midnif^ht,  had  I  not  respectfully  called  the 
proCeHor's  attention  to  the  cold  tea  and  now  solid 
bMtMvd  tOMt. 

I  aftei  wards  saw  this  individual  at  Quebec,  try- 
iBg  to  lectare.  His  money,  however,  bad  rue 
cmt,  and  be  kept  bis  bed  three  days  in  despair. 
Ki»d  words  and  a  snbocnption  revived  him.  He 
VM  grateful.  His  "  subsequents,"  as  the  Ame- 
ririi  wooU  say,  I  do  uot  know. 
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The  land-agent,  Mr.  S.  Crittle,  and  myself,  with 
five  others,  inhabited  at  night  the  same  bed- 
chamber. Mr.  Crittle  and  two  friends  of  his  used 
to  keep  me  awake  ontil  twelve  at  night,  by  sitting 
on  my  bed  and  asking  questions  aboot  George 
the  Fourth  and  George  Robins  the  auctioneer—- 
equally  great  men  in  their  opinion,  as  filling  ap 
much  space  in  "The  Times"  newspaper — and 
about  London,  Windsor,  and  Lirerpool,  &c«  In 
return,  I  received  no  little  information  on  the 
difficult  subject  of  land-sales,  private,  public,  or 
on  military-service  tickets.  Crittle  owned  that  a 
smart  man  might  do  a  good  stroke  of  business  at 
Detroit ;  that  there  was  a  demand  for  his  article ; 
the  land,  climate,  and  market,  all  good  ;  and  that 
the  townships  were  filling  up  not  amiss.  He 
shewed  me  about  the  town,  saying  he  could  look 
after  trade  quite  as  well  in  the  street  as  in  his 
little  office.  I  was  shewn  the  Museum,  which 
was  very  creditable  as  far  as  it  went;  and  the 
library  of  1400  well-selected  volumes,  being  one 
for  each  inhabitant.  Novels  I  observed  were 
about  one-third  of  the  whole  collection.* 

My  little  editor  was  a  lively,  sharp  New  Eng- 
lander,  chatty  and  well-informed.  During  the 
extreme  heats  of  the  day  I  twice  spent  an  hour  in 

*  Few  towns  haTe  made  such  process  as  Detroit  since  1821. 
Its  population  has  increased  seyen-fold.    Among  its  public  baild« 
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hw  dirt-eoentstcd  priDting-office.  Wo  talked  u 
k  woriud  off  tbo  paper.  Hw  leading  arttclM, 
•hort  and  ctroag,  were  put  into  type  at  ooce 
without  eop]>.  The  paper  was  of  email  size,  the 
main  put  of  ita  conleots  takes  from  the  latest 
English  arrtTals ;  but  the  stay  and  Gupport  of  the 
tomoem  mere  the  adTcrtisements,  which  being 
Jatj  (rev  were  cheap  and  numerous,  and  conde- 
■miiliil  la  the  imallcst  imaginable  traoMCtioB. 
Ha  did  the  whole  work  of  the  paper,  excepting  ila 
delivery  to  the  subecriburs.  In  fact,  I  saw  that 
the  IMtnHtert  &red  well  and  worked  bard  ;  they 
were  therefore  making  profit.  Many  grumbled, 
brt  few  left. 

"  Sir,"  said  I  to  the  editor  one  day,  "yon  told 
■e  yon  were  a  bookseller.  I  see  some  reams  of 
brown  and  white  paper,  and  a  few  pieces  of  paper- 
hanging*.     Where  is  your  literatnret" 

**  Ob  1 "  be  replied,  "  [  blocked  up  my  windows 
with  books  fin-  two  years,  but  they  were  noticed 
only  by  the  flies.  I  did  not  sell  three  copies. 
People  hare  not  read  through  the  town  library 
ycL     A  box  in  the  garret  without  a  Hd  contains 

M,  ehr-IuU,  lUtc-pcciitmtUry,  pal,  eifkl 

I,  a  tb«Btn,  \ibnrj,  and  muMB.    Cvttttj 

Two  nilniuU  ioU  the  interiar  >n  bdnt 

■J  laflroad  ii  HaUbeil  to  Hanlwll,  our  boadml 

»  )•  tb  Erii  >od  tba  If 
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my  stock  of  books."  So  going  up-stairs  and 
overhanling  the  box,  I  found  several  American 
reprints  much  to  my  taste. 

Men  must  speak  as  they  find.  I  have  resided 
for  months  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  have  always  met  with  obliging  people. 

On  the  Sunday  of  my  stay  here  I  went  to  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  was  glad  to  see  an  attentive 
and  well-dressed  congregation.  General  Macomb, 
the  governor,  and  his  family,  were  in  a  neat  pew, 
not  differing  from  those  of  other  people,  the  ge- 
neral in  plain  clothes  ;  but  his  two  aide-de-camps 
in  uniform,  escorting  his  lady-like  daughters 
dressed  in  white.  The  sermon  was  good,  and  the 
church  comfortable. 

The  following  day  I  visited  the  prison.  It  con- 
tained a  single  prisoner,  a  young  Indian,  accused 
of  murder.  I  entered  his  small  round  cell.  He 
was  squatted  on  the  mud  floor,  unwashed,  un- 
kempt, with  an  old  blanket  over  his  shoulders, 
and  half  off.  He  gave  us  no  glance,  but  seemed 
fixed — in  an  iron  dream.  Here,  indeed,  was  a  soul 
shut  up !  I  could  say  nothing.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  painful  sights  I  had  seen  in  America. 

I  will  change  the  subject  for  the  following 
homely  but  characteristic  incident : — 

Although  I  seldom  submit  to  professional  shav- 
ing, it  was  indispensable  so  to  do  soon  after  seeing 
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c  captife  Indian.    Hie  operator  wiia  a 
man.   very  dmrny,  tieir-gnfficieat,  sad  talkat: 
Doling  Ibf.  process  I  waa  foolisli  enough  to  i 
Bjr  appcr  lip,  to  give  th'  razor  a  timier  mirfi 
to  work  on.     He  hail  already  cut  me  t«icc. 

"  Noir,  pleaw,  sir,  lie  excluiiiied, "  do  not  «>— 
b«  nalural ;  it  will  I  be*t  fur  u»  both.  I  love 
nalore;  with  her  I  know  where  I  am." 

Sooo  aAenranla  hi  again  drew  blood.  I  held 
n;  bee  then  rather  low  ;  hut  he  chucked  nie 
patlv  no^er  the  chin,  crying,  "  Up,  man !  up 
with  it."  1  ttll  these  little  lliin<;s  to  shew  the 
drwll  impertinence  of  free  coloured  men  in  th« 
CMted  State*.  This  artist  sat  down  to  dinner,  I 
denAt  not,  witboot  the  most  distant  idea  that  be 
had  done  anything  oat  of  the  way.  In  different 
parts  of  the  world  I  have  come  across  puppies  in 
drea.  bat  never  one,  either  in  Paris  or  Baden- 
Bndeo,  at  all  to  be  compared  to  the  hlaclc  man- 
•crruit  of  the  celebrated  orator  Randolph.  It  was 
a  great  treat  to  see  this  personage  peacocking 
(paamUamt)  in  his  flame^oloDred  waistcoat,  frills, 
ice.,  before  our  hotel  door  at  Washington. 

I  waa  one  erening  sitting  at  tea  alone,  near  tbe 
window  in  the  eating-room  overlooking  the  rirer, 
aAer  «  hard  dsy's  work  mineral-bunting  in  some 
^aarrica  fimr  miles  below  Detroit.  My  being 
aerrad  with  lea  out  of  ibe  usual  course  was  a  great 
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favour.  The  kindness  of  the  landlady  had  added 
the  lazuries  of  presenres,  honey,  and  buck-wheat 
cakes  to  the  refreshing  meal.  AH  the  boarders 
were  gone  to  a  rifle-match.  I  had  taken  one  cup, 
and  was  deep  in  a  new-bought  book,  when  I  was 
suddenly  awoke  by  a  singular  command  uttered 
close  to  my  ear. 

*^  Put  down  that  book,  sir !  You  and  I  are  to 
pass  the  erening  in  this  room ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
spent  in  reading!" 

I  looked  up  at  the  stranger,  and  my  rexation 
was  at  once  quieted.  1  beheld  a  remarkably  good- 
looking,  white-haired  old  gentleman,  smiling 
kindly  upon  me  out  of  open,  candid  eyes,  firom 
under  a  broad-brimmed  hat.  He  was  dressed 
much  like  a  Quaker  ;  and  yet  he  did  not  belong 
to  that  sect  of  prim  faces  and  noble  hearts.  He 
had  on  a  brown  single-breasted  coat,  and  panta- 
loons to  match,  white  neckcloth  and  white  stock- 
ings, and — rare  to  see  hereabouts — his  shoes  were 
well  blacked.  As  somehow  I  did  not  speak,  after 
standing  some  moments,  he  said — 

*'  Pray,  sir,  who  are  you  Y* 

*'  Oh!  sir,"  I  replied,  beginning  to  be  not  well 
pleased  at  the  interruption,  ^'  I  am  a  poor,  unfor- 
tunate, stray  Englishman." 

I  was  about  to  say  more,  when  he  broke  in  upon 
me,  exclaiming^  <<  I  am  surprised  to  hear  you  speak 


TBB  AXIRICAX  iVDOB.  287 

M  ItgiiUjr  uul  unlrutjr.  Tb«  porerty  is  not  great 
when  there  i«  butter  and  liuney  (glancing  st  the 
fthU) ;  ukI  let  ine  t£ll  you  that  it  ix  an  eotate  to 
be  aa  Englithmm.  Never  jest  wttli  your  lofty 
biflkrigbt.  Vod  are  the  couiitrymau  of  Alfred, 
Shakipeare,  Newton,  and  Wtlberforce.  To  Eng- 
laoil  and  ber  lineage  is  committed  by  the  God 
alwra  oa  the  acbnoling  of  the  nations.  I  shall 
takm  tea  with  you."  Wilb  that  be  called  for  a 
cap  Bod  laiictr,  and  a  fresh  iofuaion  of  hysoo. 

Uavin^  sat  dona,  he  at  once  asked  me  from 
whst  part  of  England  I  came.  Having  told  faim 
froB  Nottinghamshire : 

"What!"  he  cried  out,  "from  the  county  of 
Byron  and  Kirk  White,  of  Cranmer  and  Hart* 
ley,  of  the  Savilles,  the  Willougfabys,  and  the 
Parkynat" 

Here  I  interrupted  him  in  my  tarn  :  "  Under 
the  orcomstances,  I  am  entitled,  sir,  to  ask 
reapectfuUy  to  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  ad- 
drceaing  myaelf." 

"  i  am,"  be  aoawered,  "  Judge  Perkins,  by 
deaeeot  a  Parkyns  of  Nottinghamshire,  one  of 
the  blood  of  blunt  Sir  Thomas  the  wrestler ;  my 
grapdfalher  being  the  first  to  leave  English  soil. 
To-morrow  I  hold  a  district  court  at  this  place 
for  the  despatch  of  legal  business.  I  reside  at 
Greenfields,  about  eight  miles  down  the  riTer, 
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where  I  sbmll  be  happy  to  see  700,  mnd  shew  yon 
my  mmieroiis  fiunily  and  pretty  jdmoe." 

I  thanked  him  cordially,  bat  expressed  a  fear 
that  the  shortness  of  my  stay  woold  deprire  me 
of  the  great  pleasure  of  accepting  his  friendly 
invitation. 

I  had  preTionsly  heard  of  Judge  Perkins  as 
being  popular  and  much  respected  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for 
him  to  intrude  at  Detroit. 

I  think  he  occupied  full  two  hours  in  questions 
about  his  dear  old  county,  its  present  condition 
in  agriculture  and  manufactures,  its  nobles  and 
gentry,  Merry  Sherwood,  Thoresby,  and  the 
square  old  tower  of  Bunny  Hall,  the  seat  of  the 
Parkyns.  He  even  knew  the  quaint  motto  over 
the  door  of  the  old-world  village  school-house, — 
*'  Disce  vel  discede.*'  England  was  still  to  him 
the  home  of  ancient  days,  and  in  her  fortunes  he 
took  a  deep  interest,  like  most  other  involuntary 
exiles. 

He  then  spoke  long  and  well  of  Europe  and 
America,  of  their  blots  and  beauties — said  that 
he  was  satisfied  with  bis  adopted  country,*  but 
not  insensible  to  its  imperfections.  He  thought 
that  in  America  both  virtue  and  vice  were  gigan- 

*  Neither  the  Mexican  war  nor  the  repudiation  of  just  debts  by 
many  of  the  atatei  had  then  occurred. 
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lie — ibkt  bere,  bul  men  were  exceetiinglj 
■■d  Um  good  txeeediiigly  i;ood. 

H«  rtnnrk«d  upon  tb«  flattering  welcon 
vtlli  which  Americans  nre  received  by  all  Earo- 
pekn  DalioD«,  rxcopli  ^,  perhaps,  tbo  Britisb, 
Wween  whom  aoil  the  Americnns  tbcrc  h  a  sort 
«f  £untlj  torencM  —  the  pnisperoiiH  young  natiua 
Wag'  too  noiaj  and  presuming,  and  the  elder 
tnneh  too  auiere. 

"  Bui,"  said  be,  "  it  is  hardly  fair  to  pass  any 
Jad^^nrat  upon  us  a»  ret ;  we  are  immature, 
■sripe,  formed  from  a  multitude  of  different 
fma,  and  hardly  coherent — necessarily  too  busy 
with  the  coarser  wants  of  life  to  attend  to  the 
degandes  and  refinements  of  a  higher  civiliution. 
It  b  tme  that  the  moral  sense  is  low  among  ns — 
lover  than  in  England.  Even  there,  are  you  all 
yoa  ought  to  bel    What  says  your  finest  poetT — 

• Earth  U  lick, 

Aad  BiBVCB  b  wcaiy  of  IIm  bollow  wordi 

m^  tUtm  ud  IdnfiloBU  nttn  wkeo  Ibej  talk 

Of  tiMkBDd  joatioa.    Turn  to  priiatc  life 

Aad  tathl  adihboarbood ;  look  «■  to  mraelTai  ! 

A  H|ht  «f  datj  lUnei  npon  nrry  dajr 

Facitt;  m4  JM  how  few  ara  wvned  or  chcvnd!' 

&rcar(.  p.  IM. 

Beii^  joined  at  meals  hy  strangers  la  common 
■t  iona  in  the  country  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Beside*,  in   a  penon  of  Judge  Perkins's    age 

VOL.  I.  U 
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and  station^  it  was  an  act  of  condescensioa 
to  join  my  tea-table.  Far  greater  liberties  are 
taken  in  tbe  middle  and  back  districts. 

I  remember,  when  the  Boundary  Commission 
sat  at  Utica,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  a  party  of 
our  surveyors  were  quartered  at  the  second  inn  of 
the  place  (10,000  inhabitants).  One  of  our 
gentlemen — for  such  he  was  by  education  and 
by  conduct,  altliough  a  half-caste  Indian — was 
awoke  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  the  glare  of 
a  candle,  and  the  noise  of  the  landlord  showinsr  a 
newly-arrived  stranger  into  bed  to  him.  The 
stranger  had  far  better  have  ventured  into  the 
lair  of  a  wild  cat  and  her  young.  My  friend  lay 
quiet,  and  with  closed  eyes,  until  the  man  began 
to  get  into  bed,  when  he  put  his  foot  to  his  body 
with  such  force  and  good-will,  as  to  drive  him 
headlong  against  the  door,  right  across  the 
apartment.  Thankful  was  he  to  be  allowed  to 
pick  up  his  clothes  and  disappear. 

On  the  evening  of  my  last  day  at  Detroit  I 
crossed  the  river  to  a  little  hedge-inn  on  the 
British  side,  close  to  Moy,  at  that  time  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Mackintosh,  a  wealthy  and  re- 
spected merchant.  Moy  is  close  to  Windsor,  a 
flourishing  little  village  famous  for  its  fine  pear- 
trees. 

I  had  not  been  long  sat,  when  in  stepped  a 
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lioid    p«llar,   wiUi  pack  and   box.     He   iras 
broa/l-cb<.-<t«d,   sbort   mnn,  with  K   profusion  ' 
wod;  wliitker.     "  Well,  iiii«trc«)>,"  said  lie,  "  I' 
had  a  long  tmii|>  tlili  blaung^  day.     I  am  b 
irj  and  hungry,     i^t  ua  bavc  souietliiDg  c 
brtabl«.     Biii  or  courac  yuu    know  we  ronst 
trade  1"    "  No,  iodeed,"    ilie  laiidludy  replied, 
"  I  eannot ;    I   do  not  want  anything   in  your 
Em.**     **  Bot,  mitlreaa,  it  i*  the  universal  rule  of 
iW  foad."   "  Kzcept  here,"  savfi  she;  *'  myfrieiul 
Safarbott  deals  with  me,  and  I  with  him;  and 
W  knows  to  a  day  wbon  my  thri^ad,  sonp,  and 
Mb  are  onL"    "  Well,  then,  miatress,"  rejoined  the 
padlar,  "  at  jour  greatest  need   may  you  have  a 
dosdy  new  moon,  your  thread  break,  and  your 
Dccdie  want  an   eye !     We  don't   trade."      He 
■boaldered  his  bundle  and  departed. 

In  the  meanwhile  1  was  sitting  at  a  little 
window  of  one  pane,  looking  up  the  road.  Soon 
after  the  pedlar  had  gone,  1  descried  approaching 
at  an  easy  pace  two  strange  bearded  figures,  on 
large,  rough  horses,  with  saddle-bags  behind 
tfacB,  and  atoat  orer-coats  before. 

They  alighted  at  the  door,  to  beards  to  ba 
eoveted, — in  broad,  slonching  hats,— long,  free- 
towiag  coats,  waistcoats,  and  trowsers  of  aoaS^ 
eoloar,  with  strings  ererywhere  instead  of  bnt- 
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They  were  middle-aged  men,  bulky,  erect,, 
deliberate,  with  large,  mild,  satisfied  faces  — 
elders  of  the  Mennonite  persuasion  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  among  their  people,  scattered  over  the 
upper  or  western  province. 

Taking  their  place  among  us  in  the  kitchen, 
they  talked  unreservedly  with  every  one  as  they 
made  their  simple  meal. 

I  joined  them ;  and  after  some  general  con- 
versation, I  asked  them  why  they  dressed  so 
differently  from  Christian  people  in  general.  The 
person  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  smiled,  and 
said  that  dress  was  not  a  principal  matter,  and 
merely  concerned  the  feelings,  &c.  For  them- 
selves, they  bore  a  love  to  the  Saviour  so  per- 
sonal, that  they  wished  to  imitate  him  in  outward 
things  as  in  inward.  As  He  wore  a  beard  and 
loose  garments,  so  did  they.  And  further,  they 
found  this  external  badge  or  testimony  a  great 
safeguard  against  the  seductions  of  the  world,  and 
any  slowly  progressive  conformity  with  prevailing 
practices  which  might  otherwise  creep  in  among 
them.  *'  Moreover,"  he  added,  "  I  am  not  sure 
that  bearded  Christians  are  so  greatly  in  the 
minority  throughout  the  earth  as  you  have  taken 
for  granted." 

I  questioned  them  as  to  the  great  doctrines  of 
revelation,  and  received  correct  and   sober  an- 
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cwm.     They  certainly  difTcr  fr*m  us  ^ 
dborcb  govemtueiit,  but  in  little  eUv  of  iinp< 
aae«.     Ai   they  lead   the   (\u\et,    godly  lives 
bdieven,  I  conid  not  but  indulge  them  in  tli 
harmle^it  peeuliarilie!) ;  &nd  I  felt  in  my  heart  tv 
love  tlinn. 

Tbeir  people,  t)t«  cider  went  on  to  inform  me. 
St  fny  iwinest,  were  to  be  found  in  many  of  tho 
■mi in  dutricti,  but  are  most  numerous  in  Gore 
mad  Kiagara.  Many  of  them  are  Germans,  or  of 
fi«rmi»n  ejtraclion.  German  fumilies  of  Men- 
aoaile  wntiments  are  now  continually  settling 
in  Canada  West  from  Pennsylvania,  preferring 
the  ctillness  and  security  of  the  British  colony  to 
the  racket,  worldliness,  and  most  probably  the 
petty  persecntions  (local),  of  the  United  States. 

I  once  met  in  the  woods  a  migratory  family  of 
tlua  kind,  reposing  on  their  journey.  They  had 
with  them  two  waggon-loads  of  substantial  fur- 
aitare.  drawn  by  sleek,  stout  horsei.  The  people 
elves  were  pictures  of  health  and  commoB 


Daring  the  last  war  with  the  United  States, 
when  the  Canadas  were  invaded,  the  British  Go- 
TeromeDt  wisely  permitted  the  Mcnnonites  to 
retnaia  at  home  peaceably,  on  commuiing  by 
mooej  for  military  service.  This  was  no  hard- 
ship, bceaose  the  war  had  produced  high  prices. 
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of  which  the  ordinary  militia  could  not  avail 
themselves,  as  their  Sums  were  necessarily  neg- 
lected. 

I  afterwards  passed  through  a  district  of  Men- 
nonites,  between  Fort  Erie  and  Grand  River,  a 
swampy  country,  bat  with  fertile  and  elevated 
spots  here  and  there. 

Though  not  a  healthy  neighbourhood,  the 
Mennonites  did  not  complain.  I  went  into  one 
or  two  of  their  houses,  which  were  low,  plain,  bat 
comfortable.  Extreme  neatness  prevailed  every- 
where. Their  brass  vessels  were  as  bright  as 
gold,  and  their  pewter  looked  like  silver.  Large 
pails  of  milk  and  cream  stood  pure  and  cool  in 
their  little  dairies ;  the  fatted  calf  and  the  home- 
reared  lamb  were  playing  about  the  homestead 
and  orchard.  The  owners  were  a  large,  fair, 
calm  race,  evidently  cheerful  with  Christian  hope. 
I  felt  glad  that  there  was  upon  earth  such  un- 
ruffled peace,  enduring  from  childhood  to  old 
age — so  complete  a  separation  from  the  tempta- 
tions and  corrosions  of  ordinary  life. 


EXCUB&l        THE  FIFTH. 


TOE  St.  OLJtlB  AXU  LAKK  EftlK. 

1.  M.  rtnii*  CoDlianoi  ~  Ukr  St.  Ckir  —  Skkneo  — 
Mkr  ihaC  —  Rfs  St.  CUir  —  BUle  Rxirn  liUuJ  — Tbe 
iA  TntJlB —  V»  UniMhtd  LorJ— The  BIkV  Birer— Port 
fc.  CUr  —  TliiDulantonna  —  MiBiuiivua  —  L4kt  Erif  — Botf 
T*rap  — nafMlimnit— Tb«  li-ntrn't-ilmml  —  ThM  it»- 
fclln  Mu*uriuf7  —  Kriigtuui-  Muliitin  in.l  Ob*m>Iioa«— 
Sd»->1«  —  Tla  Slona  —  Tbo  Ronui  Colliolic. 

Ox  ntaming  to  Detroit  from  my  visit  to  Mojr, 
■•  joct  related  io  the  first  part  of  this  excunioD, 
I  fband  that  H.  M.  schooner  the  Confiance 
had  arriTed  at  Aniheratburgb  from  Peuetaof^t* 
tbeoc,  and  would  next  day  again  mount  stream 
far  Like  Su  Clair.  I  therefore  early  oext  mom- 
io^,  after  a  hurried  leaTe-taking,  hired  a  little 
skiff  aad  two  rowers  for  Amhcrstburgh,  where  I 
bad  aeveral  trifling  matters  to  settle.  I  had, 
howcrer,  to  take  another  opportunity  ;  for  aboat 
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half-way  down  we  met  the  Confiance  paiofiilly 
winoiog  her  way  against  the  current. 

The  first  thing  I  saw  on  deck  was  the  round 
hald  pate  of  Mon»eur  Pomainville,  our  pnnreyor, 
and  his  fine  French  features,  as  he  was  emerging 
finom  the  hold,  where  he  had  been  in  search  of  a 
ham  for  dinner. 

He  was  full  of  chat  about  good  looks  and  a 
pleasant  summer  to  come,  but  said  no  more. 
Four  or  five  days  afterwards,  awaking  from  a 
siesta  on  the  hot  deck,  he  cried  out,  '*  Ah  !  M.  le 
Docteur,  I  tell  you  while  I  remember,  there  are 
two  letters  from  England  for  you  in  my  cassette.*' 
"Then,**  said  I,  "had  you  better  fetch  them?" 
which  he  still  seemed  slow  to  do.  They  were  letters 
firom  my  iumily,  of  whom  I  had  not  heard  for 
eleven  months,  through  the  post-office  irregulari- 
ties of  that  day.  ^one  but  such  as  have  been 
in  my  place  can  fully  sympathise  in  my  vexation 
at  this  tardy  delivery  of  letters. 

We  were  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  in 
the  gallant  little  Confiance.  Many  a  happy  day 
did  I  spend  in  her.  She  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Grant,  R.N.,  the  sou  of  a  banker  of 
that  name  at  Portsmouth. 

Our  first  surveying  operations  lay  among  the 
many  mouths  of  the  River  St.  Clair.  They  form 
a  number  of  large,   marshy  islands,  of  course 
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[  fMrtljr  io  Lftke  St.  Clair.  Neitlier  ot  tbese,  m 
[  of  tbe  lake,  shall  I  say  mucb  topograpliically, 
L  lh«]r  pracni  no  striking  features. 

Ve  were  three  or  four  daysi  in   working  o 
my  from  Atahersthui^h  to  a  convenient  berth 
is  Anchor  Bay,  near  the  north-west  shore  of 
Ultc  St.  CUir. 

When  w«  arrived  wc  foond  the  scenery  hers 
very  pretty,  the  borders  of  the  lake,  for  miles 
inUtid.  beini;  a  Ntvanniib  of  long,  bright  green 
grass,  with  woods  in  the  rear  disposed  in  capes, 
bUiids,  and  devious  avenues.  I  was  delighted, 
asd  landed  for  a  run ;  but  to  my  surprise,  I  stepped 
into  water  ankle-deep,  and  forthwith  retamed. 
Bat  a  more  serious  evil  was  the  bad  quality  of  tbe 
water,  as  we  were  to  be  here  for  several  days,  and 
the  weather  sultry  and  close.  It  was  tainted  and 
discoloored  by  tbe  dead  bodies  of  a  minute  pink 
inwci,  and  was  only  drinkable  after  straining  and 
botlii^. 

Uar  people  spent  most  of  the  daylight  in  the 
iimUr  channels,  and  Lieutenant  Grant  in  sonnd- 
iag  tbe  lake.  Tbe  natural  result  of  all  this  was 
Hckoess ;  but  while  in  the  lake  tbe  only  person 
•erioosly  ill  was  my  friend  the  lieutenant.  He 
was  attacked  by  the  dangerous  fever  of  the  conn- 
tiy,  with  great  general  eicitcmeni,  delirium,  ke. 
ke.,  bat  bleeding  and  other  appropriate  remediet 
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brought  him  round,  first,  by  conversion  of  the 
continued  fever  into  the  remittent,  and  then  into 
common  ague,  which  was  driven  off  by  quinine. 

Other  members  of  the  working  party  were 
attacked  more  slightly  a  few  days  afterwards  in 
the  River  St.  Clair,  but  in  such  numbers  that  the 
survey  was  discontinued  for  a  fortnight. 

From  this  pestilential  spot  we  removed,  in  the 
prosecution  of  our  work,  to  one  of  the  channek 
in  the  island  of  St.  Mary  near  Baldoon,  amid 
aguish  meadows  of  coarse  grass,  now  (1845)  cul- 
tivated after  a  fashion  by  various  remnants  of 
Indian  tribes. 

As  the  place  looked  very  likely  for  game,  and 
the  sailors  had  little  to  do,  permission  was  given 
to  four  or  five  of  them  to  beat  up  with  fowling- 
pieces  an  open  marsh  of  many  hundred  acres 
close  to  us,  with  clumps  of  wood  on  the  higher 
ground. 

Towards  evening  one  of  the  sporting  sailors 
came  running  to  the  schooner,  to  say  that  a  com- 
rade had  shot  himself;  but  he  was  so  breathless 
and  frightened,  that  he  could  only  point  in  the 
direction  of  the  body  about  a  mile  off.  Three  or 
four  of  us  ran  off,  and,  after  a  little  searcli,  we 
found  the  unfortunate  man  quite  dead,  lying 
across  his  discharged  gun,  on  his  face,  which 
was  in  a  pool  of  blood.     The  cast-off  skin  of  a 
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beuitlfiiily  perfect,  Imv  near  him. 
ihaivwu  nothing  lo  point  to  foul  plft;,  w4 
^■•■d  tliat  he  had  *truck  nt  the  wwniin|r  i 
vHfa  the  btitl-cnd  of  lii<  ^in,  and  that  the 
ksd  gone  off  and  Io<lged  its  cuntcntx  in  the  neck, 
irb««  we  Twnrul  a  itnnit  round  hole  clow  lo  the 
jasalar  TCMcU. 

ThcMBmen — alia  i,  indeed — were  Terr  much 
«ftct«d  by  tbia  deplonible  accident,  for  more  ao 
tbaa  I  could  have  anticipated. 

HU  companion*  carefully  prepared  for  his 
grave  a  strong  wooden  slab,  on  which  they  en- 
graved an  epitaph  of  their  own  composition. 

The  barial-service  was  read  over  the  remains, 
■ad  listeoed  to  with  unaffected  ^neC,  which  did 
MX  wholly  disappear  from  our  countenances 
BDti)  we  moved  to  Belle  Itiviiire  Island  in  the 
Bivcr  St.  Clair. 

There  ii  Utile  to  describe  in  Lake  St.  Clair. 
It  U  a  round  pond  eiajiigerated  into  a  circum- 
lereace  of  ninety  miles,  extremely  shallow,  and 
Mrroonded  by  marshes  and  low  woods,  with 
ionally  an  unhappy  clearance.  The  ship- 
I  to  Lake  Huron  is  very  narrow,  and  to 
changeable,  that  it  requires  fresh  buoying  every 
■pring.  Its  shallowest  part  has  only  a  depth  of 
6|feel. 

Its  principal  rirers  are  the  Thames,  the  Huron, 
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and  the  Bear  Creeks.  I  shall  only  speak  a  few 
words  on  the  first,  one  of  the  most  important 
and  picturesque  of  the  second-class  streams  in 
Canada  West. 

It  is  navigable  for  sloops  and  steamers  to 
Louisville^  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth,  with  an 
average  depth  of  16  feet,  and  a  breadth  of  200- 
300  feet.  This  river  passes  through  some  of  the 
finest  parts  of  Canada  West,  among  farming- 
land  of  the  first  quality.  Many  of  the  farms  here 
have  been  under  cultivation  for  fifty  years,  and 
have  fine  orchards. 

The  flourishing  town  of  London  (eighty-five 
miles  from  Hamilton  in  Lake  Ontario),  with  4000 
inhabitants,  is  situated  upon  it,  as  well  as 
Chatham,  with  a  population  of  nearly  2000, 
sixty-six  miles  below  London. 

We  now  made  our  way  into  the  River  St.  Clair, 
and  cast  anchor  at  the  head  of  Belle  Riviere 
Island,  five  or  six  miles  from  the  lake.  This 
river  runs  a  tolerably  straight  course  of  thirty 
miles  long,  and  from  three-quarters  to  a  mile 
and  a  half  broad.  Its  banks  of  earth  and  clay 
are  high  along  the  upper  and  middle  portions, 
but  lower  down  they  gradually  sink  into  marshes. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  banks  of  this  river 
are,  upon  the  whole,  well  settled. 

Belle  Riviere  Island  is  so  called  from  the  con- 
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■iderahle  creek  afllwt  name  wliicli  PDtera  o| 
Mtc  to  it  on  the  »oulh.     Thin  i!>laii<]  luuy  ineasi 
abuat  I  liundrcd  acrei.     It  i*  many  feet  abo 
the  river,  and  'u,  for  the  most  part,  coTcred  witn 
iae  wood. 

Vt'm  soon  cleared  liufiicienl  spaoe  fur  three  or 
fovr  trnia  on  the  blutt'  nt  the  upjier  end,  com* 
mandtug  a  fine  reach,  with  a  line  of  funns  on  tbfl 
Americaa  side,  and  on  the  other  a  irildemesa : 
the  whole  settlement  on  the  British  shore  baviof , 
ia  1813-14,  been  cWn  swept  away,  bornt,  and 
denutated,  in  the  winter,  by  the  American  tol- 
diery,  deatroying,  in  ita  brutality,  the  means  of 
eustcnce  of  noD-combatanta. 

A  weaker  growth  of  trees,  or  small,  grassy 
openings,  with  the  gables  of  ruined  houses,  still 
mark  the  spots. 

A  beginning  was  made,  in  1821,  to  re-people 
tktt  fertile  district.  Now  (1847)  the  whole  north 
front  of  the  river  is  occupied  ;  and  ihere  are  the 
two  cheerful  villages  of  Sutherland  and  Talfourd, 
each  with  its  neat  Episcopal  church  smiling  upon 
tke  wilderness. 

We  were  «  week  at  Belle  RiTicre.  Several 
tittle  characteristic  incidents  occurred  while  we 
were  there. 

Not  always  having  a  boat  at  my  command,  I 
remained  for  the  most  part  on  the  island.    On 


302  THB  FUOITIYB's  H17T. 

the  third  day  of  our  stay,  scrambling  aloDg  the 
tangled  margin  of  the  island  with  the  intention  of 
going  round  it,  I  saw,  some  hundred  yards  firom 
our  camp,  that  the  long  grass  and  coppice  were 
beat  down  and  broken  into  a  barely  discernible 
pathway.  I  mounted  by  it  into  the  thicket,  and 
fifty  yards  from  the  water,  hid  from  all  the  world, 
I  fell  in  with  a  squatter's  bark  hut,  in  a  clearing 
of  a  hundred  square  feet,  on  which  were  planted 
some  potatoes  and  a  few  hillocks  of  Indian  com. 
The  door  was  open,  and  on  the  threshold  a 
couple  of  neatly-dressed  white  women  were  sit- 
ting at  needle-work,  mother  and  daughter,  the 
younger  being  the  wife  of  a  shoemaker.  Their 
little  place  was  clean  and  tidy.  They  showed  no 
alarm :  neither  did  their  stout  dog  attack  me. 
They  said  that  the  husband  was  mending  shoes 
in  the  vicinity. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  they  were  in  hiding  for 
some  unpleasant  reason.  We  had  been  three 
days  within  400  yards  of  them-  without  their 
stirring  or  approaching  us ;  but  now  we  gave  the 
man  a  good  deal  of  employment,  and  the  women 
washed  for  us. 

It  was  from  our  present  encampment  that  I 
watched  the  first  labours  of  a  settler  in  the 
woods,  as  related  in  the  excursion  to  the  Ottawa 
River. 
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One  ray  hot  day,  the  Hn  in  niid-lieai 
without  a  rrundl;  cloud  to  tcrcen  u>  fro0 
ttmarm,  1  ol)»«rTf-<I  a  canoe,  with  two  met 
it.  leave  the  Aniinit —  shore  an<l  make  foi 
Hut*.  Their  errattd  itub  to  a^k  me  to  viiil 
yoang  man  at  ibeii  honsc  hard  by,  ill  of  the 
eoaotry  fcTcr.     Ofci      ■<!  I  went  with  tht>Ri. 

Ue  wai  a   recpec  young  American  from 

Otmtga,  on  the  soul  auore  of  Lake  Ontario,  on 
s  lo«r  of  commercial  inquiry,  and  detained  here 
by  thb  Hidden  attack. 

I  found  him  lying  on  a  bard,  uncurtained  bed, 
ia  a  large,  low  room,  with  the  open  window 
looking  into  an  orchard  of  apple  and  peacb>tree9, 
then  teeming  with  young  fruit. 

My  patient  was  passing  from  the  morbid 
■trength  of  the  hot  period  of  a  severe  remittent 
ferer  into  the  languor  of  the  perspiring  stage, 
and  presented  a  spectacle  which  few  hut  medical 
men  and  clergymen  ever  see.  To  use  the  beau- 
tifol  ezprettion  of  an  old  French  writer,  he 
looked  like  "  le  rot  dechu  ilea  csistencea  de  ce 
moiMle  "  (the  ditcrowucd  king  of  nature). 

Ai  yet,  the  pink  and  white  features  glowed  with 
DKMt  expreMife  brightness ;  the  liquid  eye,  rer- 
milion-tinted,   was    full    of    painful    meaning,* 


«4ito  dfaktioB.  wkM  Um  cwibotjwi  ot  iobI  ud  body  it  kMMa< 
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His  voice  was  a  wbisper,  but  earnest,  and  almost 
spasmodic.  The  face  and  heaving  chest  were 
beaded  by  a  thousand  drops  of  moisture;  and 
although  his  feeble  arm,  when  let  go,  dropped 
like  lead,  he  was  restless,  and  fought  feebly  with 
the  flies  and  mosquitoes  which  always  infest  the 
sick. 

I  spoke  to  him  encouragingly,  told  him  he 
should  be  well  attended  to,  said  that  I  had  been 
at  Oswego,  and  should  soon  pass  through  it 
again.  He  eagerly  interrupted  me  to  b^  I 
would  call  on  his  mother  and  sister,  and  threw 
his  eyes  on  his  portmanteau,  which  was  near  on 
a  chair ;  but  I  begged  him  not  to  think  of  busi- 
ness for  a  day  or  two ;  and  for  some  moments  he 
was  quiet. 

ing,  an  extraordinary  and  singularly  delicate  impress  of  the  new 
and  angelic  life  is  occasionally  stamped  on  the  features  at  certain 
periods  of  the  day  :  so,  in  the  hot  stage  of  a  severe  remit  tent,  the 
general  contour  becomes  full,  and  the  complexion  fervidly  bril- 
lianty  the  most  ordinary  face  is  rendered  beautiful  by  some  new 
arrangement  of  its  parts.  Arterial  blood  is  evidently  accumulated 
on  the  surface,  and  is  also  stimulating  the  brain  to  vivid  sensation 
and  thought ;  so  that  every  part  of  the  frame — every  expression, 
tone,  and  movement — becomes  instinct  with  unwonted  eloquence 
and  force.  I  have  seen  this  among  the  humbler  classes  repeatedly, 
in  persons  and  places  least  expected,  and  in  the  young  of  both 
sexes  especially.  But  when  the  individual  has  mixed  with  pious 
persons  of  superior  education,  the  change  is  still  more  striking 
and  more  lofty.  There  is  then  a  heavenward  tendency,  an  exalted 
purity  and  serene  joy,  most  affecting  to  contemplate. 


rum  ■OHBBBr  abd  pbopls.  r 

n*  WM  witli  kind  but  ignorant  pcojile. 
CMC   wat  similar  to  that  from  whicli  our  con.- 
«nuMl«r  was  recOTeriog,  but  the  proMration  was 
greater.     I   had  some  trouble  with  him,  but  he 
ercotually  recorered. 

A»  we  float  OTcr  Ibe  smooth  waters  of  the 
Sc  CUir,  having  perhaps  just  escaped  from  the 
tarbulcoce  of  Lake  Huron,  it  it>  delightful  to 
gaie  upon  the  uiccession  of  dwellings,  low  and 
roomt,  which  its  western  bank  presents,  em- 
bowrred  in  orchards,  the  children  playing  under 
tii«  far-spreading  elms,  and  the  cattle  grazing 
io  riA  meadows ;  bat  if  you  land,  the  effect 
is  greati;  damaged.  You  are  shocked  at  the 
Bcagre,  aicklj  appearance  of  the  inhabitanta. 
Tbey  bare  the  thin  white  face,  the  feeble,  stoop- 
ing walk  of  the  orer-wrought,  in-door  artisan 
of  aa  Eoropeao  city.  Their  minds,  you  find,  are 
aJmoat  as  nnmuly  and  infirm  us  their  bodies. 
Ncitbcr,  at  the  time  of  my  sereral  visits,  wer« 
they  Meat  with  the  consolations  of  religion,  except 
at  distant  aod  irregular  periods. 

The  Tart  traeta  of  marsh  lands  around  are  th« 
eaoM  of  all  this,  briogiag  upon  the  settlers  the 
cooataotly-rcciUTing  plague  of  ague  and  remit- 
leot  fever,  to  be  remedied  by  drainage  sooner  or 
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It  is  oouuiKm  for  the  borders  of  Ameriesn 
lirers  to  be  dry  ior  a  mile  or  so  back,  tud 
Aen  the  land  sinks  into  swampj  and  rolliag 
coontry. 

The  American  climate  is,  at  best,  changeafak, 
first  exciting  and  afterwards  e3diaasting.  Its 
heat  and  cold  are  in  extremes,  yerj  often  moit 
i^reeaUe,  exhilarating^  from  its  remarkable  dry* 
ness,  both  in  winter  and  smnmer. 

Great  portions  of  the  unsettled  lands  in  Aft 
United  States  are  extremely  nnhealthy :  such  ss 
the  south  sides  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  the 
states  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Mississippi ;  while 
Canada,  except  in  the  extreme  south-west,  is  all 
but  perfectly  healthy.  I  would  not  wish  to  live 
in  a  more  salubrious  climate  than  that  of  the 
Bay  of  Quinte,  the  River  Ottawa,  the  eastern 
shores  of  Lake  Huron,  and  many  other  places ; 
and  I  am  immeasurably  astonished  at  parties  from 
England  preferring  unwholesome,  distant,  and 
often  lawless  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  regions 
of  plenty  and  health  in  this  colony,  under  laws  and 
customs  with  which  they  are  familiar. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  excessive 
quantity  of  animal  food,  which  the  Americans 
hurry  down,  injures  them  seriously  ;  perhaps 
bringing  on  in  early  life  what  our  Irish  recruits 
call  the  meat  fever,  and  giving  rise  to  a  weak- 


wd  and  loo  excitable  slate  of  tbe  alimoitaiy 
mi  tor  the  nrt  a(  ibeir  exisbncc  Then  cone 
c  delelcnoQS  agmcim  or  lobano,  artient  ^iritt, 
ti  3i*rr^latcd  laboar. 

Campara  tht  roca^rr,  ill'vct  (rain«  of  ilie  Atne- 
eaa  &mwr,  and  hU  faa^wsnl,  nnwT  ftxhires, 
itk  tbe  nbmt,  compact  fi^rc  of  Uw  Ea^Mi 
■■HD,  faia  open,  roddr.  nnooth  (bm  ;  and  mj 
of  ih«  two  M  tbe  itroDger  and  bappier 


'  la  tbe  aztenahra  and  fertile  districU  aboat  Lake 
&ia,  aod  to  the  WMth  of  Lakes  Hnron  and  Mich- 
ipH,  both  man  and  beasts  raSer  prieroatly  from 
Daring  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
Doaqaitoet  lortore  thick-skinned  aaimals 
«««■  ■ore  than  man.  Firei  of  wet  leaves  and 
graa,  which  give  ont  great  Tolaraes  of  smoke, 
an  nmda  far  them  to  mn  into  ;  and  so  anxiously 
im  they  tbas  take  shelter  there,  that  many  of 
Atm  are  aeTerely  burnt.  Animals  are  much 
troablad  here  with  a  fly  which  I  do  out  see  else- 
where.  It  is  of  tbe  same  shape  as  tbe  large  fly 
of  tbe  bntchera'  shops,  but  is  black,  an  inch  long 
aad  mere,»ai  is  armed  with  a  long  sheathed  lance, 
wbkb  enters  deep,  and  brings  out  tlie  blood  iu 
«n*a«.  Tbey  often  attack  men,  as  I  have  per- 
Maatly  experienced.  Their  incision  is  not  poison- 
ow,  like  that  of  the  sand  or  black  fly  and  mos- 
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quitoe.  We  only  know  that  we  have  been  bitten 
by  an  effusion  of  blood,  as  if  a  small  vein  had  been 
opened. 

Along  the  Rivers  Detroit  and  St.  Clair  you  may 
see  in  a  meadow  a  number  of  cattle  trying  to  feed, 
with  their  tails  in  constant  motion,  when  all  at 
once  perpendicular  up  goes  the  tail,  and  the  whole 
troop  is  cantering  round  the  field,  in  the  yain  h(^ 
of  getting  rid  of  the  flies.  After  a  time,  if  pos> 
sible,  they  rush  into  the  water,  and  there  remua 
with  nothing  but  the  nostrils  and  eyes  visible. 
Many  a  time  have  I  observed  the  patient  eyes  of 
the  poor  beast  watching  the  progress  of  my  canoe, 
and  the  momentary  bobbing  into  the  water  of 
their  heads  to  shake  off  some  impudent  mosquitoe. 

I  was  sitting  about  mid-day  in  the  shade  near 
my  tent  on  Belle  Isle,  the  sky  on  fire,  as  is  usual 
at  that  hour,  and  the  gossamer  air  trembling  over 
the  shiny  river.  Having  been  immersed  in  one  of 
Coleridge's  rhymed  dreams,  I  happened  to  raise 
my  eyes,  and  saw  coming  down  the  stream  in  a 
canoe  a  strange-looking  person  standing  upright, 
with  a  double-barrelled  fowling-piece  in  his  hand, 
while  a  boy  in  the  stem  was  paddling  direct  for 
our  camp.  They  landed  close  to  me,  and  climbed 
the  little  bluff  on  which  I  was  posted.  A  more 
singular  Robinson  Crusoe-like  figure  I  never  be- 
held than  the  elder  stranger. 


TAB  ftAXISnBD  LOAD. 

In  lbs  Bf^uel  everything  was  explained. 
tbongh  trldont  seen  on  the  Si.  Clair,  this  gentle- 
au»  WM  not  anknown,  and  wai  called  by  the 
aqnatU'rt  "  the  Banished  Lord."  They  knew  no 
other  name.  His  speech  and  bearing  at  once  ra- 
vealcd  that  he  was  an  Englishman  of  distinction. 
How  be  came  there  vrmt  another  thing.  Perhaps 
he  bad  been  miil-mlroit  at  Boodle's ;  or  crowed  in 
•ome  darling  wish ;  or  eliie  was  simply  eccentric 
—who  knowsl     I  did  not  then. 

He  was  a  middle-sized,  well-made  man,  slender 
and  Koewy,  u  erect  as  at  twenty-&re,  although 
evidently  much  on  the  wrong  side  of  fi%.  He 
had  a  small,  oral,  wrinkled  face,  with  ibe  ruddy 
bloooi  of  ODl-door  life  still  lingering  on  it.  There 
bad  been  a  time  when  be  was  baodsome  and  very 
fair.  His  ayes  were  grey,  bold,  and  uneasy  ;  the 
•oee  rmUier  high  and  welUformed,  as  well  as  bis 
lip* ;  and  he  eoatd  not  stand  steady,  on  account 
«f  a  little  ncnrons  twitch  which  was  always  at 
work  MMuewbere.  He  bad  on  a  nisty,  naplesa, 
hat  well-shaped  hat,  with  some  turns  of  cord 
roasd  it.  His  coat  was  green,  single-breasted, 
baih  in  the  year  one,  and  patched  with  draba  and 
patw  of  all  hues  and  shapes,  evideDtlr  with  bis 
•«■  hands,  with  white  thread,  most  unskilfully. 
Two  or  three  cmls  of  leather  thongs  hang  in 
his  coat  botton-holea,  as  if  to  carry  hmne  gama 
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with.  The  first  time  I  saw  lum  he  had  do 
waistcoat;  bat  a  ooane  clean  shirt  eorered  his 
chest,  crossed  with  a  silver  watch-guard ;  bat  ia 
cooler  weather  he  wore  a  deer-skin  Test  up  to 
his  throat.  His  pantaloons  were  of  fiided  biae 
calico,  fitting  loosely,  and  tightened  below  ^ 
knee  with  leather  straps.  His  foot-wear  was 
tiie  strong  mocasnn,  the  best  of  all  fin*  woodi 
and  rocks. 

His  young  scamp  of  a  boy  was  in  oordvroy  and 
cap,  and  was  soon  lying  on  the  grass  looking  at 
the  sun  through  his  fingers. 

''  Sir/'  said  my  visitor,  when  he  had  made  good 
his  footing  beside  me,  *'  it  is  very  seldom  that  aa 
Englishman  is  met  with  in  these  waters  ;  we  see 
him  pass  —  that  is  all.  I  heard,  at  my  place  on 
the  Bear  Creek,  of  your  surveyors  planting  their 
little  red  and  white  flags  up  and  down  the  St 
Clair,  so  I  thought  I  would  take  a  peep  at  you, 
and  knock  over  a  turkey  on  the  way  ;  but  I  have 
had  no  sport  as  yet.  Seeing  that  you  are  at  ease 
and  idle  on  this  bright  working-day,  what  office 
do  you  hold  in  the  campT' 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,"  I  said,  in'  reply, 
*'  medico  to  the  Boundary  Commission,  and  British 
secretary.  I  may  surely  say  that  we  are  honoured 
by  your  visit.  I  am  sorry  my  friends  are  out  on 
duty,  and  that  the  Commissioners  themselves  are 
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ooc  with  lu."     He  llirn  ukcd  a  varii^ty  of  p« 
cuUn  about  our  proGc«diDg«. 

Tbc  Mcluded  life  of  the  baimhed  lord  seemed 
to  luTfl  bloDtfld  DO  fkcuUy.  He  wa«  not  a  bollow- 
•jed  muaothrope ;  but,  wiUi  a  daih  of  the  eccen- 
tric, wa*  full  of  right  tbouglits ;  and  fitltag  expres- 
■ona  Tor  ibeoi  were  found  at  will. 

Aa  I  waa  od  the  wiug,  and  not  likely  to  intrade 
into  bi*  dea  oo  tim  Remr  Creeli,  he  was  pleased  to 
talk  fre«ljr  with  me.  He  took  a  gloomji  rtew  of 
the  docoenUe  ktate  of  Greal  Britain,  and  expreucd 
Ui  Mlwhetion  at  baring  eacaped  from  an  im- 
pending  Monn,  irom  the  great  conBict  be  aaw 
•boot  to  ariae  between  the  popular  will  and 
Oaofge  the  Fourth's  camarilla. 

"There  are,"  said  be,  "  rast  qptstions,  reli- 
gjoua,  political,  and  commercial,  to  be  settled, 
by  maaj  deatmctive  oacillatioos  between  ex- 
tramaa,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  will  pay  ia 
pane  or  peraon.  Then,  sir,  I  see  a  Tery  bad  sign 
ia  great  ibrce.  Property  of  all  kinds  is  centring 
ia  vast  maasea,  while  the  milUona  are  in  the  deep- 
est porertj.  In  England,  destitution  will  not  sit 
■aoMljr  down  by  the  side  of  repletion.  The  king 
cares  not  to  see  this ;  and  the  great  party  now  at 
tba  hefaa  of  state  will  not  The  people  are  si- 
leallj  educating  for  the  struggle ;  and  it  will 
take  plaee  in  my  day.    Therefore  1  fled,  as  bare 
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done  many  others ;  bat  most  of  them  into  the 
United  States.^  As  I  hare  had  in  my  day  a  good 
fill  of  London  life,  and  am  passionately  fond  of 
field  sports,  I  rushed  into  the  most  solitary  wild  I 
could  find.  I  was  led  by  mere  chance  to  Bear 
Creek,  in  Sombra.  It  abounds  in  game  of  all 
kinds — the  deer,  moose,  wolf,  bear,  water-fowl, 
turkey,  and  so  forth.  My  patch  of  land  lies  high, 
in  a  dry  section,  and  we  live  in  health  and  plenty. 
It  is  true,  and  I  confess  it,  I  have  been  too  im- 
petuous. The  change  was  too  violent  and  sudden 
for  my  poor  wife,  who,  although  she  had  to  suffer 
much  from  my  relatives,  and  gladly  escaped 
from  them,  yet  she  drooped  and  wearied  in  our 
lone  place,  and  was  every  day  missing  some  little 
comfort  or  other.  I  could  have  had  all  I  enjoy  here, 
within  fifty  miles  of  Montreal,  with  easy  access 
to  gossip  and  female  fal-lals.  She  died  about  four 
years  ago.  And  now  a  new  and  pressing  concern 
has  grown  up  —  what  to  do  with  two  boys  and  a 
girl ;  and,  truth  to  tell,  I  get  stiffer  in  the  joints ; 
so  that  1  am  now  pondering  on  a  return  to  civil- 
ized life  for  the  education  of  my  children." 

The  exile  had  all  the  talk  to  himself.     He  par- 

*  At  this  period  two  or  three  gentlemen  gave  me  these  reasons 
in  nearly  the  same  words  for  withdrawing  themselves  and  their  pro- 
pertj  from  England.  They  were  nenroos  persons,  and  liable  to 
act  on  sudden  impulses. 
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took  uf  voiDC  rcfrMboient,  anil  took  a  courteous 
IcKTe.  HU  borne  waa  six  or  seven  nitlea  into  Uw 
wuo<I*,  aloD^  a  blaze,  a  liltle  distance  lower  dowa 
the  rirer.  1  raw  Iiim  o^fain  at  Fort  St.  Clair,  our 
matt  Mation  on  ilii«  Mtrrnni,  at  the  inoulb  of  the 
Black  River,  a  lar^e  nfilucnt  from  the  south. 

I  had  in  the  ineontirnL-  obtained  some  informa- 
tjon  abogl  biu ;  Imt  his  name  I  did  not  learn. 
Hii  merrn  and  lofty  uiannrr,  toijclher  with  wmo 
comnand  of  money,  had  |irocuri-d  fur  htm  hU 
by«>BUM.*  He  had  beeo  a  j^ood  havband.  Hi* 
Mmll  farm  was  in  tolerable  order.  His  singnlar 
drem  mutt  have  been  a  whim.  He  made  no 
eompaiiions,  save  one  or  two  good  shots,  who 
lived  ten  miles  from  him  ;  and  now  and  then  be 
had  a  hurricane  tobacco-smoke  with  a  renowned 
Indian  hanter. 

At  Fort  St.  Clair  he  brought  me  his  danghter, 
ten  jear*  old  —  a  baodoome,  freckled,  sunburnt 
lasa,  and  somewhat  delicate  in  appearance ;  bat 
(oil  ^spirits,  as  she  did  not  know  the  object  of 
ker  risit;  which  was  to  have  a  surplus  tooth  ex- 
tmeted  :    this,    of  course,    was  done -^  but   re- 


•  WkO*  not  TW7  T«MBf  h«  kad  mada  ■  mimilHwmM  tritb  a  bwa- 
Md  t»i  fMtk  pii,  «ha  Jorfollj  Towsd  In  u  Sn(lkh  dnwtaf. 
(MB  to  Mk>w  iLa  BttB  of  her  hMit  uijwhtra  — acniMtbaaMM, 
t^  Mo  th«  itlMiiBiM  ;  bat  ibe  Mnk  sadcr  thi  fwloMM,  tka 
(IMK,  Md  itn^BM  irf  hw  an  ibodiu 


tf  real.  Thirty  year*  ago  he  came  here  finm 
ttaglaiul  a  broken-hcwied  widower,  with  tw« 
tide  tisBgiilen.  Tbey  are  named  aad  goaa; 
^M  be  will  not  go  till  nol  and  body  part." 

I  eosld  taaily  iaenaM  das  Bm,  if  Menaaiy. 
'  Tlie  >orT«T  baiiag  been  eonpletad  from  Uw 
BL  Ctatr  ap  to  and  beyond  Bdlc  Ifle,  tbe  eanp 
«M  »OTed  to  the  nootb  of  the  Bluk  River,  Xea 
wMtB  bi^er  ap,  the  Britiih  baak  bong  tbeo  a 
ttntt,  aod  the  Americaa  occapimi  by  good  lanM^ 
Aa  brisk  and  spftrkling  rivn-  ruiinin^  betweem. 

W«  took  posseMion  or  a  deserted  orchard,  thirty 
feet  above  the  St.  Clair,  and  close  to  the  site  of  an 
oU  French  fort,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Black 
KJTcr. 

The  astronomer  and  all  his  party  left  mc  here 
for  the  head  of  the  St.  Clair,  intending  to  sorvcy 
homewards.  The  balk  of  the  stores  remained 
with  toe. 

1  only  saw  my  friends  once  in  the  three  weeks 
of  my  stay  there :  cmnpany  1  had  nme  but  my 
sarraat.  There  was  a  lai^  bonse  about  three 
bandied  yards  off ;  bat  it  only  contained  two  wo- 
men and  some  small  aby  children.  My  sight  was 
■ow  and  then  gladdened  by  a  schooner  droi^ing 
laaily  <lown  the  stream,  or  by  the  quicker  flight  of 

The  weather  (June  10)  was  for  a  week  tnily 
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dreadful.  For  a  moment  I  thought  of  de- 
serting my  charge.  Every  evening  brought  its 
severe  thunderstorm  and  torrents  of  rain.  The 
lightning  every  ten  minutes  during  the  tempest 
plunged  into  the  surrounding  woods  in  compara- 
tively thick  columns.  Trees  and  cattle  were 
struck;  and  a  woman  was  so  excited  by  the 
proximity  of  one  flash,  that  I  bled  her  with  be- 
nefit. One  dark  and  stormy  night,  although  my 
tent  was  sheltered  by  trees,  the  wind  blew  it  down 
while  I  was  asleep.  I  thought  the  wet  canvas 
would  have  suffocated  me ;  and  I  was  only  re- 
leased after  much  exertion. 

The  clouds  never  left  our  sky ;  the  mornings 
were  gloomy ;  but  it  was  in  the  evening  that  the 
tempests  occurred.  The  Black  River  rose,  and 
brought  down  an  abundance  of  mud  and  trees. 

One  night,  a  little  before  dusk,  as  I  stood  by 
its  margin,  watching  the  large  tree-roots  and  the 
entangled  masses  of  turf  and  stones  as  they  swept 
down  the  boiling  stream,  three  men  on  horseback, 
with  large-caped  great-coats,  came  to  the  oppo- 
site bank,  travellers  evidently.  They  shouted  for 
the  ferryman  ;  but  there  was  no  such  official ;  and 
my  servant  had  been  taken  for  the  survey  in  place 
of  a  boatman  laid  up  with  fever.  There  lay 
close  to  me  a  large  pirogue  (a  hollowed  tree- 
trunk),  with  a  good  deal  of  water  in  it.    But  who 
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was  to  nKTigate  such  a  ticklUh  natcr-iiiachiDe ' 
— none  but  myself,  utterly  inexperienced  io 
MiC  of  navigation. 

I  did  not  like  eitlier  the  TCMel  or  the  troobled 
■liiMi ;  batf  after  a  little  more  ahoatiiig,  I  eaoght 
Ae  word  '*Him>nI''  when  the  thought  itniek 
mm — paftlyjoeoeelj,  Ifcar — that  if  Iwae  to  be 
dmraed  it  eonld  not  be  in  a  better  eaoM.  So  I' 
ftlAed  a  bowl,  and  baled  the  rain-water  ont  of 
the  pirogne ;  and,  mmtg  a  broad,  heavy  paddle, 
looeed  my  barii,  with  no  little  trepidation,  and 
drove  her  to  the  opposite  abore.  At  three  trips 
we  then  took  the  men  and  horses  across.  By  tbie 
time  it  was  becoming  dusk. 

I  ran  over  to  the  large  house,  and  asked  shelter 
for  the  dripping  horses,  and  for  a  little  batter ; 
for  the  party  consisted  of  my  friend.  Captain 
Stewart,  and  two  American  clergymen,  on  their 
way  to  establish  a  mission  among  the  Sagaioa 
Indians,  on  the  fertile  banks  of  a  river  of  that 
name  in  Lake  Huron. 

1  was  delighted  wilh  my  guests,  and  forthwith 
covered  the  two  short  planks  which  formed  my 
table  with  biscuit,  chocolate,  and  some  tavonry 
Mit  pork.  Then  having  placed  the  large  kettle 
full  of  water  on  the  fire,  1  had  done  my  best. 

"Optain  Stewart,"  said  I,  "all  the  articles 
that  are  on  the  table  belong  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
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land.     Do  yoa  think  it  right  to  refinesh  your  re- 
publican friends  with  them  V* 

**  Yes/'  he  answered ,  **  for  they  are  the  servants 
of  the  King  of  kings.  Bat/'  he  went  on  to  say, 
**  we  have  not  travelled  far  to-day ;  conld  not  Ur. 
Hudson  address  a  little  congregation  after  sap- 
per  ?  The  few  settlers  here  are  fiur  from  church  or 
chapel ;  it  would  be  a  pity  to  let  such  an  oppc^ 
tnnity  slip." 

As  the  night  was  creeping  on,  I  ran  again  to  the 
house  (which  I  had  never  approached  till  that  day), 
and  prevailed  upon  the  females  to  give  us  the  use 
of  their  largest  room,  and  to  light  it  up  with  four 
home-made  candles  firmly  stuck  into  the  plas- 
tered walls.  Not  only  that,  but  they  started  off  a 
girl,  bareheaded,  into  the  bog  for  some  Irish  fami- 
lies, while  I  ran  half-a-mile  up  the  river-^de,  to 
tell  the  people  of  four  huts  there  that  a  prayer- 
meeting  would  be  held  at  Mrs.  Palmer's  in  twenty 
minutes. 

At  half-past  nine  o'clock  we  entered  the  lighted- 
up  room,  and  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
thirty  persons  assembled — straight-haired,  long- 
faced  Yankees,  with  their  wives  and  children  ; 
some  sliock-headed  Irish,  all  shining  with  haste, 
and  taking  the  affair  partly  as  a  show,  and  partly 
for  instruction. 

The  service  was  conducted  in  the  Presbyterian 
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■wthod,  altBOTt  wbolly  by  llic  Rvr.  Mr.  Uudgon ; 
Iiu  brother  miMtonury  uiid  Captiim  Stewart  only 
adding  a  f«w  svutcnees ;  tlic  lattor  in  bis  usual 
hrief,  direct,  and  »oldicr-likc  »tyle. 

Ao  easy  tuneto  wolNkuown  wards  enabled  moM 
of  the  uaenibly  to  join  tu  the  hyiua.  Tbe  flermW) 
*ac  very  miilable.  The  attention  was  great,  and 
■acU  thankftjlneas  aflerwardu  cxpreixed.' 

Tbe  Irish  were  aucb  freckled,  red-beaded,  tlio- 
nagb  Celtf,  with  the  characteristic  massy  jaws, 
that  I  hare  oa  doobt  but  they  were  Roman  Ca- 
tholiet ;  if  m,  their  presence  in  that  asaembly  was 
creditable  to  them. 

Oar  three  fnendt  slept  on  the  floor  or  the  room 
which  thej  had  consecrated,  and  early  next  mom- 
iag  they  were  on  their  journey. 

This  |eems  not  an  unfittiug  place  for  a  few  de» 
snitory  remarks  on  missions  to  the  Indtaiu,  sug- 
gestod  by  the  visit  which  has  been  joet  described. 

Are  we  to  be  contented  with  tbe  puny  efforts  at 
prawnt  in  operation  towards  making  this  finely- 
otganiaed  and  impressible  race  of  red  men  ae- 
({•aiotol  with  the  blessinga  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion 1  Is  it  enough  to  be  idly  repeating  "  the 
wordleM  mourning  of  the  dove  ?  "  Should  we  not 
be  doing! 

Id  1848  there  were  14,000  Indiana  in  the  Ca- 
aailar.  and  Tery  many  more  in  tbe  liudson's  Bay 
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territories,  while  the  missionaries  were  extremelj 
few. 

I  am  perBnaded  that  there  is  not  an  inhabited 
place  on  the  earth's  surrace  where  a  Christian, 
with  God  s  blessing,  may  not  convert  sonk,  and 
raise  a  charch  and  churches.  Nothing  can  with- 
stand the  excellence  and  loveliness  of  Grospel  prin- 
ciples arrayed  in  the  brightness  of  a  Gospel  life. 
Snccess  is  not  doubtful.  It  is  simply  an  affair  of 
time,  patience,  and  prayer. 

The  following  Indian  stations  should  be  occu- 
pied immediately :  —  The  Rice  Lake,  on  Lake 
Ontario;  the  Sheriff  Valley,  on  the  Ottawa;  the 
River  St.  Clair ;  Penetanguishene ;  the  Falls  of 
St.  Mary ;  the  Rainy  Lake  and  River ;  the  Sas- 
katchawinc,  and  its  many  branches ;  the  Peace 
River  ;  and  many  points  on  the  sides  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

These  may  suffice  for  the  present ;  for  faith  is 
weak,  and  love  is  cold.  Englishmen  have  pitched 
so  high  the  standard  of  personal  comforts  and 
fiunily  display,  that  there  is  but  a  small  surplus 
left  with  which  to  scatter  blessings.  Evangelisa- 
tion is  expensive,  and  requires  support  from  with- 
out The  rich  will  not  go ;  at  least  none  that  I 
know  of,  since  good  Dean  Berkley  went  to  Ber- 
muda a  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  even  difficult  to 
And  a  suitable  paid  missionary.    It  is  sad  to  think 
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tbat  the  muntenaiKo  of  the  missionary  In 
boat  w)d  tht  collection  of  the  neccsRar;  fu 
•re  onlf  KceonipUshcd  by  the  anpcr-huoian  e 
crtiotM  of  a  fe«,  who  leave  no  decent  meanfi 
tried,  no  argument  unprcwcd,  mid  no  corner 
baglftad  unvititfd,  iu  behalf  of  thia  heal  of  caut 

I  denie  chiefly  and  einpbaticully  to  insiiit  u 
AJB  graal  point — that,  if  posaiblc,  missioDsries 
AaoU  go  ont  in  numbers  together,  nod  act  npon 
facd  principles,  tinder  the  guidance  of  a  rcspon- 
■Ue  local  head,  to  whom  you  may  give  any  name 
yoo  ploaM.  Missions  should  not  be,  as  hitherto, 
•Mmbltsbed  piecemeal  and  fortuitously,  but  accord- 
ing to  some  well-digested  plan,  taking  in  the  pre- 
sent and  future  wauls  of  a  considerable  region. 
Uitberto.  in  onr  SGhenies,  we  hare  not  looked 
iaio  tbe  bright  future,  but  have  been  confined  to 
the  limited  prospecta  of  to-day. 

It  bu  too  frequently  been  forgotten  that  coa- 
Fcnion  from  heathenism  includes  civilization  ; 
that  tlierefore  conversion  brings  new  wants,  new 
snwalioDS,  and  new  decencies  ;  for  all  which 
there  sboald  be  provision. 

In  tbe  Indian  conntries  of  North  America,  the 
nianoiiary  sbooU  be  enabled  to  show  in  a  striking 
Baaner  that  the  practice  of  Christianity  is  great 
gain  ia  this  life.  He  should  therefore  be  accom- 
panied from  oar  shorM  by  a  coniklerable  staff  of 

▼OL.  1.  T 
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assistants,  ready  to  operate  upon  the  heathen  mind 
in  a  variety  of  ways  simultaneously  —  as  through 
the  schoolmaster,  the  medical  man,  the  cultivator, 
and  the  various  artisans,  as  well  as  by  his  own 
ministrations,  which  should  fertilize  and  sanctify 
the  whole. 

The  permission  of  the  authorities  (such  as  they 
are)  of  the  district  to  be  operated  upon  having 
been  obtained,  a  model  village  should  be  esta- 
blished as  a  palpable  object,  showing  forth  all  ihe 
privileges,  comforts,  and  security  of  the  Christian 
economy.  The  Indian  should  be  invited  to  reside 
in  the  village  ;  the  young  men  and  women  should 
be  taken  into  the  missionary-house  as  helpers,  and 
as  near  witnesses  to  the  amenities  and  graces  of 
a  Christian  household.  They  will  be  the  first 
converts. 

Schools,  the  chief  means  of  conversion  for  the 
first  twenty  years,  should  be  gradually  established. 
The  necessity  for  continuous  labour  must  be  cau- 
tiously insinuated,  because  the  savage  is  extremely 
averse  from  it.  The  many  simpler  arts  of  agri- 
culture or  manufacture  should  be  taught ;  and, 
above  most  things,  the  weak,  aged,  and  sick 
should  be  fed,  cured,  and  cared  for. 

If  these  points  be  kept  in  view  in  any  tolerable 
manner,  and  the  Gospel  at  the  same  time  plainly 
and  affectionately  preached,  by  the  blessing  of 
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God,  iadne  teaMO,  tlie  result  wubed  for — co 
■oot  not  only  numerous  but  pennutent,  i 
Imr ;  chiefly,  howefer,  amoog  the  youn^  at 
jamg,  ruvly  among  the  tniddle-agvd  aiid  old,  ^ 
•wHl  bars  to  du:  off,  tts  a  rule,  wjtb  occasional 
lilyia^  eaeeptions.     Their  minds  are  to  brici 
«pwiU)  beatbca  babiu  and  prejudicea,  thai  tbe 
^Dod  icwi  can  Karce  cuter.     Mtwtiog  witb    no 
fponar  in  tbcir  hearts,  it  is  an  uakoown  sODoda 
aad  has  ao  ai^ificaoce. 

Tbus,  tbe  grand  syvtem  of  couTOrthig  the  In- 
diana is  to  proride  as  many  large  regions  as  po«- 
mUc  vitb  Boioe  such  centre  of  Christian  civiliia- 
lioii  as  that  just  adrerted  to,  with  ramilicatioiu 
bare  aod  there,  as  cLrcamstaDCea  point  oat,  the 
braacbci  saperintended  if  possible  by  natiTes. 

This  plan  econc»nises  labour,  and  greatly  >»»■*"" 
tbe  appearing  and  ripening  of  fruit.  It  is  eepe- 
dally  adapted  to  tbe  rude  populations  of  North 
AMeriea,  Africa,  and  tbe  Soatb  Seas. 

Tha  relief  thus  brought  to  the  clerical  misnoD- 
ary  bjr  the  diraioo  of  labour  and  by  tbe  suatain- 
ii^  praxiaiitj  of  friends  is  eoormooa ;  it  quad- 
fphi  Ua  foraea. 

I  apeak  the  nore  camesUy,  inasmnch  as  I  bar* 
loakad  apoa  the  dqeeted  &ee  of  tbe  solitary 
lahoarer  anoBg  tbe  heathen,  bowed  to  tbe  eartb 
by  a— fcaf  and  aaxietj  within ;  and  witboo^  by 


324  8T.  BBBHARD. 

tbe  peirersity  and  fickleness  of  his  conyerts,  and 
the  active  rage  of  bis  enemies. 

These  missionary  communities  were  one  great 
means  of  propagating  the  Christianity  of  the  mid- 
dle ages.  St.  Bernard  planted  hisClainranx  among 
marshes  and  woods,  far  away  from  ordinary  sodety. 
These  deserts  he  and  his  companions  drained  and 
cultiTated ;  by  their  kindness  and  wisdom  attract* 
ingy  in  the  course  of  time,  a  large  and  prosperous 
population,  untouched  by  the  desolating  wars  of 
those  dreadful  times.  There  were  then  many 
such  social  and  religious  asylums  in  Europe,  or 
man  must  have  been  extirpated  ;  and  each  had  its 
off-setS;  sanctuaries  of  knowledge  and  help,  to 
which  ihe  regions  around  gratefully  resorted. 

Something  like  this  has  been  practised  by  Brit- 
ish missionary  societies  in  modern  times,  but  not 
fully  and  systematically.  1  plead  for  this  as  tbe 
best  and  most  effectual  method. 

The  Christians  of  the  United  States,  in  their 
missions  to  the  Osage,  Sioux,  and  other  Indians^ 
have  long  made  use  of  associate  groups  of  labour* 
ers,  and  their  success  has  been  proportionate. 

One  of  the  most  comely  spectacles  in  the  world 
is  exhibited  in  the  United  States,  when  one  of 
these  missionary  bodies  is  travelling  from  some 
city  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  westward  to  the 
Indian   countries.     They  journey    all    together.. 


AcqutetnoN  op  l*>d. 

Tie  time  of  ibeir  Brrirat  being  previoi 
at  the  towns  and  principal  village*  on  th« 
ihtj  are  met  at  convenient  ilistanccg,  and, 
■hort  inlenral  of  cord'-I  — -"•^-^i  and  prayer, 
meoritd  with  singing    into  the  town,  where  li 
m  «otert«)ued  b;  the  chief  inhabitanU. 
mogelisu  depart  ia  the  same  way,  and  are 
hden  wiib  sudi  gilts  as  are  likely  to  be  of  use  in 
the  wiUenieM. 

This  apostolic  tributa  of  respect  and  Eympatby 
fre<)iieatlj  occurs.     I  wtsli  it  were  constant. 

1  bavc  rcajion  to  tfelierc  tliut  the  American 
lloaril  of  Miifiiouv  will  not  siitliTr  their  ngenU  to 
accept  of  or  jfurcbase  land  from  the  natives  under 
any  pretence.  This  it  a  point  upon  which  all 
barb«r(MU  people  are  peculiarly  sensitive  and 
jeaUxu.  Miasionaries  are  not  to  pay  themselves 
in  this  way.  Their  motives  must  be  beyond  soa- 
pieioo.  No  policy  can  be  more  injurious  to  the 
eaase  of  mioaiona  than  that  of  grasping  or  even 
accepting  land.  A  great  English  missionary 
•oeiety,  otherwise  admirably  conducted,  baa 
made  the  onbappy  mistake  of  permitting  ita 
miaaiofiariea  to  acquire  land  from  the  natives; 
with  great  reluctance,  donbtleas.*  An  aisocia- 
tkn  of  Qnakera  at  Philadelphia,  some  yean 
ago,  aeot  a  mixed  body  of  preachers  and  artitana 
•  VM«  R«iNrt  br  IMI. 
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to  the  Pawnees  (or  Osages).  Tbe  Indians  granted 
them  peimission  to  occupy  from  three  handred 
to  foor  handred  acres  of  land.  They  became 
greatly  attached  to  the  wise  and  patient  strangers, 
fond  of  their  society,  and  receired  from  them  daily 
benefits  in  the  shape  of  clothing,  medicine,  repa- 
ration of  tools,  education,  counsel,  and  especially, 
what  was  fast  beginning  to  appear  of  the  most 
importance,  the  message  of  heavenly  peace.  AH 
was  prospering,  when  enemies  to  the  Grospel  from 
a  distance  interposed  their  opinions.  '*  This  is 
the  way  of  the  pale  faces,"  said  they ;  "  they  are 
enslaving  you.  Your  land  they  have,  and  strong 
houses  upon  it.  They  will  soon  have  your  hunt- 
ing-grounds and  yourselves.  Go  into  the  white 
country.  Have  they  charmed  their  own  people 
to  be  such  fools  as  you  are?"  The  Indians  de- 
serted the  mission.  The  Friends  immediately 
perceived  the  change  and  the  cause  of  it.  They 
were  ordered  by  their  employers  at  Philadelphia 
to  break  up  and  come  home  directly.  The  Paw- 
nees did  not  hinder  them ;  but  in  a  little  time 
they  discovered  the  loss  they  had  sustained. 
Some  few,  from  the  first,  were  inconsolable  from 
honest  afiection;  more  regretted  the  lost  helps 
and  comforts ;  the  birds  ate  up  their  ill-sown  and 
neglected  com ;  the  guns,  hoes,  and  spade  were 
useless.     They  had  begun  to  delight  in  the  Bible, 
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bat  there  wu  no  inierpretcr.  Thejr  wFn>  Kt  their 
wits'  end,  antU  they  retoWed  to  send  a  dcpotaticm 
ft  thotifaiid  mite*  to  Philsdrlphia  to  bring  back. 
Ikair  benebetors  at  any  price.  The  Quakers 
ntamed.  (fyeylaad  oh  Populalum.) 

If  then  seem  to  much  groand  to  be  occnptn), 
■ad  the  means  to  scanty  as  not  to  permit  tfau 
plaatiog  of  Urge  missionary  itocieti«fi,  a  mar- 
ried missionary,  with  or  without  a  scboolmaater, 
b  ibe  nest  beet  method  of  conducting  this  excel- 
i«at  work.  TlMar  stniiigtb  aJmmJJ  1m  priocipaUy 
■pent  among  the  young,  and  in  the  formation  of 
idiooU  for  both  seie*.  From  benee  cornea  the 
BtaiD  harpeat.  Itinerancy,  for  the  purpoae  of 
pwtbing  and  the  distribution  of  tracts,  need  not 
be  D^eeted,  but  it  should  be  quite  a  aecoodary 
object  at  a  new  station.  While  little  impression 
is  tbna  made  upon  the  older  people,  a  great  iajniy 
is  docw  to  the  health  of  the  misuonaiy  by  the  nn- 
■roidable  esposure  to  the  son.  A  room  or  chapel 
■Met  be  set  apart  at  or  near  the  missionary  pre* 
■uses  for  the  regular  celebration  of  Divine  service, 
to  which  the  natives  should  be  kindly  and  urgently 

If  missionary    societies    were    to    establish    a 
system  of  periodic  inspection  by  persons  of  piety, 
and    practical    wisdom,    the    benefit 
dbegreat.  Mr.  Backhonseandbisfriendwere 
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of  very  considerable  service  in  visiting  at  their 
own  charges  the  numerous  missionary  stations  in 
South  Africa,  the  Mauritius,  and  elsewhere. 

The  publication  of  the  report  of  such  tours 
would  pay  the  greater  part  of  the  expense ;  and, 
now  that  steam  pervades  all  lands,  the  labour  and 
loss  of  time  would  not  be  great.  Such  publica- 
tion would  stimulate  and  comfort  the  distant  mis- 
sionary, and  vindicate  him  when  unjustly  accused, 
for  evil  tales  are  not  wanting  in  the  South  Seas,  &c. 
It  would  rectify  mistakes,  and  stop  rising  abuses- 
It  is  my  conviction  that  our  missionaries  in  the 
mass  are  doing  their  work  well,  and  are  thoroughly 
worthy  of  our  esteem  and  support. 

Missionaries  should  be  adapted  to  their  spheres 
of  action.  Send  the  scholar  and  the  controver- 
sialist to  the  Mahometans,  the  Chinese,  and  Hin- 
doos, men  of  disciplined  minds  and  literary  tastes. 
Send  the  plain  man  of  God,  of  a  simple  character 
and  [^patient,  familiar  with  the  common  arts  of 
domestic  life,  to  the  uncivilised  tribes  of  North 
America,  &c. 

Too  much  time,  I  fear,  has  hitherto  been 
allotted  to  Latin  and  Greek  in  our  missionary 
institutions ; — not  that  they  are  to  be  altogether 
thrown  aside,  but  I  am  clear  that  they  have 
greatly  usurped  the  place  of  more  practical  things, 
such  as  some  acquaintance  with  medicine   and 
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wirgwy  <lbe  great  recommeDdatlDn  in  beathea 
had*),  the  management  of  schools,  the  uae  of 
loob,  the  r«claiming  of  wild  land.  Every  mie- 
■kmary  should  tpend  a  little  lime  at  an  a^ictil- 
biraJ  college.  A  great  part  of  the  value  of  a  mi»- 
tranarr,  it  shoald  never  be  forgotten,  lies  in  his 
being  a  ffood  ndminiNtralor,  the  >kllfi]l  director  of 
a  grcmp  of  lainda  not  so  gifted  as  his  own. 

These  things  will  leach  the  servant  of  God, 
■nong  other  things,  how  to  provide  occupation 
<•«  *adwp«iM«ble  lo  Um  beat  of  tu)  for  bis  coavert, 
aad  how  to  enable  that  convert  to  earn  bit  own 
independent  bread, — a  power  so  elevating  to  th« 
iodiridaal,  and  ao  carefully  insisted  on  in  tbe 
Seriptores.  The  change  from  the  heathen  to  the 
Christian  often  involves  a  total  change  in  the  mode 
of  mbnatcDce,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  obetadea 
laet  with  in  hunting  and  pastoral  coantriea. 

Who  have  been  the  most  successful  miasionariesT 
Not  the  men  of  high  collegiate  attainments.  They 
are  iDvalnable  as  tranalators ;  bat  the  great  pion- 
eer*, the  moat  eminent  crosa-bearera,  tboae  who 
have  aweetly  drawn  mnltitudes  into  tbeCiospelnet, 
ar«  Brainerd,  Swartt,  Moffat,  Freeman,  Cochrao,* 

•  A  ■rhcBlMHf  in  182S  in  m  Mcloded  tOIic*  ^  NottinfbnB. 
Mn,  i^  4Acrwardi  oaiatBiij  laoocwAd  m  >b  ordainad  mlaigtm 
^AmCkmr^  gf  Esf lud  at  tha  Red  Ktnr  SctUaDcnt,  HadMai's 
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John  WilliamSy  who  fell  at  Rarotonga,  and  dte 
two  brothers  Williams  of  New  Zealand.*  These 
are  a  few  among  many,  all  fall  of  Bible  principles, 

*  The  two  Williamt'  are  firom  the  same  oomitj  n  Codmoi. 
Their  usefiiliiesfl  has  been  so  great,  and  their  preparation  for  the 
work  so  appropriate,  as  to  be  nnmistakeably  providential. 

Their  mother  was  a  pious  and  taknted  ladj.  She  devoted  her- 
self exclusively  to  the  education  of  her  nomerons  iamily ;  first  and 
foremost,  doubtless,  imbuing  them  with  her  own  personal  interest 
in  the  Saviour  and  his  grand  designs. 

In  secular  matters  her  method  was  that  of  Pestaloni,  hekut 
his  day.  She  famiHariied  her  children  with  the  origin,  nature, 
and  uses  of  every  object  that  met  their  eye.  In  a  large  work- 
room given  up  to  them,  they  were  taught  to  delight  in  the  use 
of  tools  and  how  to  construct  boxes,  tables,  ships,  globes, 
philosophical  instruments,  &c.  &c.  Every  child  too  had  his  own 
garden. 

Reverses  in  fortune  soon  afterwards  followed,  in  which  she  and 
hers  were  blamdess  victims. 

Henry,  the  elder  brother,  entered  the  navy,  obtained  a  lieu- 
tenancy, and  long  bore  the  buffedngs  of  the  sea.  Being  placed 
on  half-pay,  he  married  wisely,  and  in  no  long  time  sailed  as  a 
missionary  in  the  service  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  in 
1822,  to  New  Zealand,  then  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
cannibals. 

His  younger  brother  William  was  (and  is)  of  a  remarkably  mild 
disposition.  He  for  some  years  studied  medicine  at  Southwell,  &c., 
but  in  the  end  was  received  into  holy  orders,  and  followed  his 
brother  Henry.  These  brothers  were  from  the  first  unconsciously 
fitting  for  hardships  and  perils  under  the  eye  of  a  Christian  mother, 
who,  it  is  pleasant  to  record,  saw  the  fruit  long  waited  for. 

Hence  in  New  Zealand  they  were  prepared  to  face  the  savages, 
to  build  houses,  a  missionary  ship,  make  furniture,  and  thus,  as- 
sisted by  their  Wesleyan  missionary  brethren,  they  became  the 
honoured  instruments  of  causing  the  desolations  of  heathenism 
to  disappear  before  the  felicities  of  the  Christian  religion. 
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«f  great  pneticftl  ikill  ingoTemingui 
IvfaAriUM. 

TkcM  men  hare  be«n  laostly  taken  front  i 
«f  lib  KHDewhal  beh  from  which  the  . 

•opal  el«^  are  tak  ^  bare  not  been  ] 

Jiiiiral)  Ij    brought  tad  are   rtady  to  m 

dMerfblly  great  pen     U  priration^. 

The  c1m»  of  mm  i  lljr  fitted  for  this  - 

■r«  &mien'  mdr  of       tir.  good  constitatioa,  t 
akQIed  in  eoaniry  laboors.     A  large  acquaintance 
with  the  Bible,  and  some  knowledge  of  languages, 
are  alio  necewary.    Sach  hare  hitherto  been  the 
beat  Wealeyan  miBsiooarie*. 

I  think  I  aee  a  long  line  of  efficient  and  pious 
lalmwera  in  this  field,  about  to  spring  from  the 
■ew  ofder  of  Khoolmastenand  mistresMS  prepar- 
ia^,  by  the  help  of  gOTemment  grant*,  from 
asMMg  dtjr  DuMioaariea,  and  from  the  colonies 
tbanaetres. 

Tbe  coloaies  now  contain  a  large  and  stirring 
popalaboii.  I  hare  seen  in  the  Canada!  sereral 
jonng  men  well  adapted  to  American  missionaiy 
work,  bat  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  difficulties 
aad  oppositioB  to  any  great  and  liberal  efibrt  from 
IIk  known  nltra  high-cburch  principles  of  some 
of  ««■  eolooial  tHshops. 

LcM  1  write  a  pamphlet,  1  mnat  now  retom  to 
the  Sc  Clair  and  Lake  Erie. 
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Having  finished  our  survey  of  these  waterSy  vre 
left  Fort  St.  Clair  on  the  1st  or  2d  of  July ;  very 
gladly  on  my  part,  for  although  pretty  confident 
in  the  powers  of  my  constitution,  I  did  not  like 
the  kind  of  country.  Clearances  having  greatly 
extended  since  1821 ,  it  may  be  more  healthy  now. 

We  sailed  in  the  Confiance  to  Amherstbargh, 
where  for  a  fortnight  or  so  we  took  leave  of  that 
pleasant  vessel. 

After  a  day  spent  in  refitting  and  revictualling, 
we  left  in  our  own  roomy  barge  for  a  spot  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  near  "  The  Settlement,''  in 
the  township  of  Colchester. 

We  embarked  after  an  early  dinner  on  a  still 
and  sultry  day.  Gliding  gently  past  the  pic- 
turesque and  not  unenvied  cottages  which  stud 
the  Detroit  river-side,  the  last  being  that  of  my 
friends  the  Chevalier  and  Madame  de  Brosse,we 
entered  the  broad  expanse  of  Lake  Erie; — no 
land  in  sight,  southerly,  except  a  few  specks, 
called  the  Sister  Isles,  and  the  low  mainland,  no- 
where visible  for  any  distance. 

We  hugged  the  north  or  British  shore  for 
twelve  miles,  with  just  enough  water  to  float  in. 

For  much  of  the  way  it  was  not  easy  to  point 
out  the  actual  margin  of  the  lake.  There  was  a 
curious  intermingling  of  forest,  grassy  savannahs, 
and  clear  water.     On  narrow  ridges  of  land  were 


i 


LIKB  KRIK. 


growing   tnott  augutl   pluiiv-trcci   ia 
rowi,   with  ft  uiogiilficeiit    [irufusion 
Other  iren  in  drier  sitiistiuiis,  Mich  m  Ui^. 
di««tDal,  block  wmln      n-cro  remarkably  i 
u  the  Huron  and  olh«r  nortfatfrly  districte  c 
boui  of. 

Vpoa  tbe  long  anil  tortuous  roots  of  Ire 
jut  into  lbi>  Ukc,  terrapins  (freiti-watcr 
were  in  buDdrnls,  wilb  their  little  twiukli 
tttting  aa  quiet  *«  mice,  but  jiIimgiDg  hj  aottatt 
inio  th*  water  as  we  approached,     'fhcy  are  from 
nz  to  ten  inches  loDg,  and  prettily  marked. 

Entangled  among  these  tree-roots,  rocked  bjr 
the  wave*,  we  saw  a  poor  dead  deer,  which,  from 
tb*  freahneta  of  its  dspple  skin,  must  hare  been 
•lire  that  day. 

After  a  few  miles  of  this  low  nmbrageoof 
etmntrjr,  "•  world  of  leaves,  and  dews,  and  aom- 
taer  ain,"  rises  a  line  of  earthy  clifia,  from  thirty 
to  one  handred  and  fifty  feet  high,  which  con* 
tinoea  for  many  leagues,  nay,  througboot  the 
principal  part  of  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

We  pitched  oor  tents  about  five  miles  from  the 
north  end  of  these  clifis,  on  their  flat  aninmit,  one 
bnodred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  lake,  and  cow- 
mandi"g  a  very  striking  range  of  view. 

Standing  with  my  back  to  the  lake,  and  looking 
Mftliward  from  ny  tent-door,  the  eye  swept  over 
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a  vast  surface — many  miles — of  low  lands  and 
marsh,  beginning  almost  at  oar  feet ;  an  undolat- 
ing  and  all  but  impassable  jungle,  fiill  of  ponds, 
reeds,  alders,  vines,  willows,  and  such-like  in  the 
hollows,  and  of  the  harder  woods  in  the  little 
land  that  is  dry,  all  of  unusual  luxuriance,  and 
teeming  with  animal  life,  from  the  panther,  the 
bear,  the  eagle,  and  the  rattlesnake,  down  to  the 
smallest  insect  that  plies  the  wing.  This  pestifer- 
ous morass  discharges  its  surplus  waters  by  the 
Canard  Creek  into  the  River  Detroit. 

Close  to  us  runs  the  rarely-trodden  Talbot 
Road,  skirting  the  whole  of  this  side  of  Lake  Erie, 
more  or  less  practicable,  and  here  overgrown  with 
young  trees,  among  which  the  graceful  foliage  of 
the  sumach  preponderates, — a  sure  indication  of 
mosquitoes  innumerable. 

Turning  round  and  looking  south  from  our  tents, 
we  had  before  us  the  wide  expanse  of  Lake  Erie 
(for  we  had  cut  away  the  intervening  shrubbery  to 
let  in  the  breeze).  There  was  the  opposite  coast  of 
Ohio,  grey  in  the  distance,  and  the  intermediate 
waters,  ornamented  with  groups  of  woody  isles, 
from  the  leafy  depths  of  some  of  which  (the  British) 
the  smoke  of  a  free  negro  hut  arose, — an  incense 
grateful  to  the  Almighty  Father  of  all,  who  hateth 
oppression. 

The  whole  day  after  our  arrival  it  had  rained 
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ia  tDiTmU,  bat  id  tbe  evening  tbe  woither 
Dp,  aail  I  Tcoinrcd  out  for  m  walk  eutmru  uoi 
tbeUk«. 

I  bad  tcarcelf  gooe  a  mile  wben  I  met  « 
illiwlrioai  group  of  trsvcUcra  in  most  un  i 

picklr,  juiit  wlu-rc  Uiv  road  wm  &  mm  tn 
(TTcrgrtma  with  coppice.  It  waa  no  Ipm 
tW  GoT«nu>r-Uenvml  of  IJrilinh  Nanb  Ami^nca 
tad  mil*,  part  on  borwback  and  part  iii  hconuUj 
art,  all  looking  as  jaded,  and  downcait,  aiul 
atsrated  witb  moisture,  as  if  tbeir  bad  been 
dragged  tbrougb  and  through  a  mill'pond  for 
ibeir  inud«ed«. 

1  did  not  &il  to  show  doe  reverence,  and  to 
offer  tbe  poor  combrta  of  my  tent ;  bat,  aAer 
reeoring  directions  as  to  bis  route,  tbe  Eari  of 
of  Dalbooaie  wiaeljr  determioed  to  oontioue  bia 
joame;  tbrongb  tbe  bnsb,  aixteen  miles  more,  to 
Anberstbargb,  vbile  tbere  was  light ;  for  little 
bad  been  done  to  tbe  road  fnrtber  tban  to  fell 
tbe  trees  and  border  it  witb  a  ditch.  I  do  not 
fargcC  that  I  was  serred  with  more  than  one 
cjaetnent  into  tbe  raspberry  boshee  in  trarelling 
tbnrljr  and  doabtinglj  along  this  same  bighwaj. 

I  abo  faand  my  way  one  day  weshrards  fer  « 
eoapla  of  milM.  There  I  met  with  what  ii 
called  **  Tb*  Settlement,"  twelre  or  borteea  de> 
eeaC  eottagw,  itending  apart  in  a  line,  each  with 
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its  cleared  land  behind.  There  may  be  many 
more,  but  I  did  not  see  them.  The  inhabitants 
were  evidently  decent,  industrious  people. 

Close  to  the  lake,  in  front  of  the  Settlement, 
was  an  Episcopal  church,  with  a  tower  of  white 
limestone,  nearly  finished. 

There  is  now  a  Baptist  chapel  also. 
When  I  was  there  the  religious  wants  of  the 
people  were  diSerently  supplied,  and  in  the  man* 
ner  shown  in  the  following  little  narrative  :— 

Towards  dusk,  on  Saturday  evening,  I  was 
sitting  before  my  tent,  thankful  for  the  cool  air 
from  the  waters,  and  examining  some  bright  red 
sand  I  had  found  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  which 
proved  to  be  small  garnets,  when  a  boy,  while  he 
tapped  my  shoulder,  suddenly  whispered  into  my 
ear,  "  There  will  be  preaching  at  Widow  Little's 
of  the  Settlement,  at  nine  to-morrow  morning." 

Before  I  could  thank  him  the  boy  was  gone ; 
and  I  ought  to  have  mentioned,  that  a  couple  of 
hours  before  I  had  been  roused  by  the  heavy, 
measured  fall  of  a  horse's  foot,  an  unusual  sound ; 
and  soon  there  passed  by  me,  on  a  well-fed  bay 
mare,  a  man  of  about  thirty-two  years  of  age,  of 
staid  and  intelligent  features,  rather  good-looking, 
dressed  in  a  good  coat  and  waistcoat  of  dark-grey 
jane,  with  drab  pantaloons^  clean  and  tidy.  He 
saluted  me  and  rode  on.    This  was  the  preacher. 


THB  MteSIOKARY  BBRVICK.  337 

At  nine  o'clock  llie  next  morning  I  was  at 
Widow  LJIlle'a.  She  was  a  rpfpectable  cotUgeri 
mnd.  boldn  the  willing  Iieari,  abe  had  a  room 
mlMT  1arg«r  tbaii  her  neighboura. 

1  (bund  the  place  full  or]M!c)p1i!,  in  their  Suu* 
dsj-clotfacB,  Bitting  on  a  fetv  high-bai-kcd  chairs, 
and  upon  very  low  foruu  onljr  intended  for 
chihJren. 

Ail  wa>  nirnvst  and  tolomD ;  vvery  face  kbowwl 
a  wbb  to  Inrn.  Tb«  niMtonary  stood  irith  hts 
lack  doae  to  the  flrc-ptoce,  und  i-lenrlj-  and  un- 
sfiieetedly  he  read  out  entirely  the  beautiful 
by  (DO,  which  begins 

"  Ym,  we  tnut  the  dar  i*  breilung ! 

Jorhl  tinw*  tit  atu  it  hand  ! 

Uod,  the  mifbtr  God,  ii  (poking. 

By  bU  word,  in  ererj  Und  '," 

And  then,  clasping  with  both  hands  the  back  of 
•  cbair,  be  led  the  spirited  psalmody,  in  which 
the  little  company  of  abont  thirty,  chiefly  woineo 
and  children,  joined  loudly  and  well. 

A  prayer  followed,  which  I  thought  too  long, 
bat  otherwise  good ;  then  another  hymn,  and 
after  that  a  sermoD  from  the  text,  "  Arise,  shine, 
foriby  light  is  come,"  (Isa.  Iz.  I);  on  the  necci- 
stiy  of  salratioa  to  all ;  that  it  is  our  first  concern 
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to  seek  for  it  onrselres,  and  then  to  endeavour 
to  communicate  it  to  others.''^ 

The  sermon  was  rery  striking,  but  not  viol^it : 
indeed,  except  now  and  then,  his  tones  were  low 
and  his  manner  unusually  subdued. 

He  made  many  good  remarks,  and  one  or  two 
which  were  called  for  by  the  occurrences  of  the 
day. 

•*  I  was  sad  and  sorry,"  he  said,  **  to  find  bro- 
**  ther  Simmons  lying  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  and 
**  some  of  his  children  were  weakly. 

"  John  has  a  heart  for  the  work.  When  well, 
•*  blessed  be  God,  he  could  and  did  work  both 
**  for  his  Redeemer  and  his  neighbour. 

"  I  pray  that  he  may  be  soon  restored  to  us ; 
**  but  now  he  can  do  nothing  for  anybody.  He 
*•  has  lost  that  strength  and  harmony  of  feelings 
*'  which  we  call  health,  and  which  is  absolutely 
**  necessary  either  for  thinking  or  doing. 

'*'  Although  camp-meetings  occasionally  take  place  in  Canada 
West,  yet  for  six  years  I  never  was  within  reach  of  one.  They 
cannot,  therefore,  be  common. 

The  crazy  and  wicked  scenes  said  to  occur  at  them  I  take  to  be 
exceptional  or  exaggerated;  though,  doubtless,  there  is  often  a 
good  deal  of  religious  extravagance  and  absurdity.  This  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  secluded  lives  of  those  who  attend,  the 
rareness  to  them  of  religious  addresses,  and  the  effect  of  sombre 
woods  on  the  imagination.  Simply  being  in  a  crowd  is  sufficient 
to  intoxicate  the  inhabitant  of  a  back-settlement. 
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^  Hit  fUlow-crefttares,  nay,  his  dearest  firiends, 

nmy  be  oo  the  hrink  of  destnietioD,  bat  they 
'*  cao  have  no  help  from  John  Simmons. 

**  For  the  present,  disease  has  made  him  utterly 
"  poweriess.  He  is  not  to  be  reckoned  upon— 
**  seareely  for  a  prayer. 

**  This  is  Tery  bad,  if  properly  considered ;  but 
**  let  me  tell  yon  that  there  is  a  far  deeper  and 
*^  blacker  pit  than  this.  I  mean  where  a  man*s 
**  sool  is  diseased.  A  man  with  a  diseased  sonl — 
**  an  unconverted  man,  if  I  am  to  speak  oat — 
**  seeks  the  chief  good,  the  spiritual  good  of 
'*  none.  It  is  possible  that  he  may  desire  the 
**  carnal  t)enefit  of  a  few  in  the  things  which 
**  fieribh  in  the  using.  Such  a  soul  is  dead  and 
"  insensible  to  the  mercies  of  God  in  heaven  and 
"  earth.  He  is  so  blinded  and  infatuated  as  not 
**  to  feel  his  own  misery  by  nature,  and  there- 
**  fore  ^ecks  for  no  deliverance,  liow  can  sucii 
*'  a  man  deliver  others?  lie  has  neither  the 
"  wish  nor  the  power.  He  is  the  slave  of  Satan, 
*'  and  Satan  is  as  strong  and  cruel  as  ever ;  none  of 
'^  his  weapons  of  war  have  perished  If  there  be 
"  any  answering  thin  description  before  me  now,  let 
**  ns  pray  for  him  or  her,  until  he  become  one  of 
'*  the  saved  ;  until  he  call  out  in  triumph, '  I  vrn> 
** '  dead,  and  now  am  alive.' 
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*^  And  it  rejoices  me  to  tell  you  that  the  sol- 
"  diers  of  the  cross  are  every  day  becoiniiig 
'*  bolder  and  more  numerous.  The  baptism  of 
*'  love  is  spreading,  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  fast 
**  enlarging,  while  that  of  the  devil  is  dimi- 
^'  nishing.  Yes,  my  friends  I  the  kingdom  of 
**  Satan  is  already  rim-cracked  and  centre- 
'^  shaken"  (in  allusion  to  their  household  vessels 
of  wood),  "  and  shall  be  swept  away  as  an  un- 
*^  clean  thing."  After  a  pause  he  added,  *^  If  I 
'*  had  as  many  lives  as  there  are  stars  in  the 
"  heavens,  I  would  spend  them  in  the  service  of 
"  my  gracious  Redeemer." 

After  the  service  I  thanked  the  preacher  for 
his  excellent  discourse. 

We  spoke  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  parts 
of  Canada  West,  with  which  he  was  ac- 
quainted. 

He  said  he  was  a  travelling  missionary  preacher 
of  the  Canadian  Wesleyans,  and  was  constantly 
perambulating  a  large  circuit,  embracing  a  num- 
ber of  half-peopled  localities,  destitute  of  religious 
instruction.  A  horse  was  found  him,  and  he 
received  an  annual  money-payment  of  21Z.  He 
always  found  a  welcome  at  the  various  stations  in 
the  houses  of  friends.  The  number  of  this  class  of 
ministers  varies;  in  1847  it  was  seventeen.     Tlie 
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Church  or  England  has  (1&47)  tax 
miuiouariea  in  Canada  WeGt.*  < 

He  Mid,   ihat  the  namWr  of  minnlei^ 
pUcn  of  worxhi])  vti%  v«ry  insufficient; 
the  prewnt  Jay  (IS        it  is   ten    limes   gr 
ibsa  in  [^uilon.     Ho  lound  tliot  while  niai 
mdiffereni,  the  bulk  ol'  tlio   ]>co[>Ii>    licai^ 
gladljr,  uid   cnnie    from   grcm  distances, 
new    neigh botirlioods   soon    felt    the   nunt  ol'  a 
place  of  worship,  and  woner  than   inight  bare 
been  expected  supplied  thnt  wiini.     Of  whatever 
denoDiDation  the  majority  happened  (o  be,  the 
minority  worshipped  with  them  until  they  coald 
provide  a  minister  of  their  own,  when  all  used 
the  same  edifice,  until  each  could  afford  to  have 
iti  own,  which  was  felt  to  be  a  great  ajvao- 
tage. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  the  churches 
and  chapels  in  Canada  West  in  the  year  1847,  as 
&r  ai  can  be  compiled  from  Smith's  "  Gazetteer," 


*  n*  lar.  TImbu  Given,  EpUcopal  tnTdlinc  n 
C^^  Watt,  ia  B  iettrnt  to  lh<  pntat  emllaot  BUbop  of  Mcnt- 
t^.  fcsefflu  Ui  dotlM  M  TCTT  wettn.  He  writaa,  tbat  itoM  Ua 
Mitnl  ia  Us  dMrict  h«  has  pnacbod  dotIj  •  letBun  a-dar,  mA 
tea  tUlcm  iftaB  bUh  s-daj,  rswIj  aqoal  to  tbiitj  In  BoflBad, 
ba  «n>ry  Tiriatjp  of  taaspaitsra.  anderiDiaf  ccaWiat  jttntiem, 
Bd  b«qaaMlr  ntOag  st  b%U  In  lo(-boun.  wk 
iMai    ^mit  Ik  eotA  sir  and  daapa  of  midnifht. 
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but  some,  planted  in  obscure  aod  thin  nei^bonr 
hoods,  must  have  been  omitted  : — 
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The  exact  amount  of  the  population  of  Canada 
West  is  not  known,  although  a  near  estimate 
may  be  made.  It  is  supposed  to  be  650,000.  In 
this  total  is  included  an  undoubted  increase  since 
the  very  imperfect  census  was  taken  in  1842. 
The  officers  superintending  the  operation  so 
frightened  and  confused  the  enumerators  by 
dividing  the  information  required  into  120  heads, 
that  from  many  of  the  districts  no  returns  what- 
ever were  made. 

If,  in  like  manner,  we  add  one-fifth  to  the 
number  of  churches,  we  shall  have  one  for  every 
1*287  of  the  population  ;  a  result  which  would  be 
very  fevourable  if  the  churches  were  always  ac- 
cessible, which  they  are  not. 

No  account  is  taken  of  the  Mennonites,  but 
they  are  a  considerable  body. 

*  Naaa  pven  to  tbanMlTci  bj  Kpftntitte. 
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The  number  of  rainuten  wrving  tbei» 
M  aborn  in  the  •Dbjoioed  table,  aIm  co 
rrom  Smith's  "  Gazetteer"  tor  1847.    The  i 
CaihoUe  derigy  bung  omitted,  the  proport 
minislen  to  population  cannot  be  ^iven :— 
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The  nnmber  oFthe  inhabitants  of  Canada  Watt 
who  are  totalljr  or  nearlj  destitute  of  pablic  woi^ 
ship  is  not  so  great  as  is  supposed ;  but  there  art, 
anbappily,  too  many  so  situated. 

Poverty  has  driven  them  into  distant  wilder* 
neases,  where  land  can  be  had  for  little  or  dck 
thing.  They  are  to  be  |Hded  and  relieved,  b 
their  oondnct  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the 
80,000  miaerable  persons  in  Glasgow  who  daily 
hew  the  efaureh-bell,  but  systematically  for  years 
•ever  obey  its  holy  call  ?  Besides,  these  lonely 
settlers  know  thst  a  few  months  or  years  will 
bring  •  church  or  chapel  to  tbem. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Episcopal  clergy  art 
uken  from  too  high  a  chus  for  colonial  senriee. 
Tliey  are  osnally  so  diseitnilar  from  their  floekc 
in  tastea,  habits,  and  prejadioes,  that  they  night 
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almost  come  from  another  planet.  Their  early 
narture  has  been  too  nice,  and  their  education 
too  academic^  to  admit  of  that  familiarity,  com- 
l>ined  with  true  respect  on  the  part  of  their 
people,  which  giyes  such  well-earned  influence  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  certain  parts  of 
Europe,  and  to  the  Wesleyan  in  Great  Britain, — 
an  influence  which  pervades  both  civil  and  spi- 
ritual life. 

English  bishops  (I  speak  deferentially)  are  too 
well  paid,  are  set  up  too  high  above  their  fellow- 
clergy,  have  too  much  direct  patronage,  and  are 
placed  apart  in  some  distant  park  or  castle,  so  that 
they  are  apt  to  see  only  with  the  eyes  of  a  busy, 
expectant  chaplain  or  two,  and  therefore  but 
indifierentlv. 

These  and  many  other  crying  evils  in  the 
Church  of  England,  brought  on  by  the  lapse  of 
time  and  the  cupidity  of  men,  are  in  the  course  of 
extinction.  The  very  next  generation,  it  is  con- 
fidently hoped,  will  only  wonder  that  such  things 
could  have  ever  been.  A  thousand  influences, 
open  and  secret,  are  at  the  sure  work  of  their 
early  suppression.  As  a  conscientiously-attached 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  see  the 
necessity  for  "  noi^a  post  lucem  lux.'' 

The  colonial  bishops  are  more  active.  Many 
of  them  are  laborious  and  useful  men,  but  others 
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K^D  ire  deeply  tainted  witli  Puseyism  (bo  wor- 
•hipfol  of  btiIio[)*),  and  arc  doing  no  little  harm 
by  frowninf;  down  cvingclical  n;li};ion — oppress- 
ing it,  I  oDght  to  tay — and  rpcouraging  foraiDJii 
vbicb  u  •unt  to  end  in  Popery. 

Greatly  u  I  prefer  (lie  constitution  and  for- 
nmUrirs  of  tlie  Cliurcli  of  Enj^land.  I  am  not 
aorry  to  tep  a  coniiderabic  share  of  evangelical 
duMOt  in  Canada  V  >t.  It  shoirs,  that  thoagbt 
«  active  in  the  woe  upon  subject*  of  extreme 
■mpodancc,  and  a.Ua  t  many  of  tbc  settlers  arc 
from  tbe  indcpender    and  meditative  classes. 

Some  4ay,  "  Oh,  1  dissent  were  alto^tl 
tirept  away  firom  Ki  d  and  ber  colonies,  a: 
that  th«  Eatabli^het  'burcb  held  univeml 
nndispnted  (way I"  But.  no;  a  greater  calamity 
tfould  not  befiill  English  Chriotianiiy.  Despot- 
i§m  in  its  direst  form,  tbe  despotism  of  eccle- 
nastica,  would  follow.  Freedom  of  opinion  and 
individual  responsibility  would  be  gone.  There 
vcmld  soon  grow  up  a  small  dissentient  mi- 
nority, which  would  be  called  heretical,  malig- 
nant, and  then  be  hunted  to  the  death  by  aa 
hwxorable  and  all-powerful  confederacy.  Able 
and  ready  tnstraments  for  any  form  of  tyraonj 
or  cmelty  in  ao  sacred  and  profitable  a  caoae  arc 
easily  (bond.  1  could  name  them  while  I  write, 
prompt  either  to  direct  or  ezeente. 
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Differences  of  opinion  among  the  real  children 
of  God  on  minor  points  will  always  preTail. 
They  seem  to  be  part  of  onr  intellectual  consti- 
tution, and  are  beautifully  adapted  to  our  welfare. 
Among  other  advantages,  they  afford  a  field  for 
the  exercise  of  humility,  mutual  forbearance,  and 
patient  love. 

It  is  delightful  to  think,  that  in  Canada  the 
State  supports  equally  all  the  denominations  into 
which  true  Christians  have  classed  themselves. 
It  has  been  there  conceded  that  kings  and  queens 
are  not  to  be  nursing  fathers  and  mothers  to  a 
part  of  the  Church  of  Christ  only,  but  to  the 
whole. 

It  is  well  to  remember,  that  "  the  strength  and 
"  glory  of  a  Church  consists,  not  so  much  in  its 
"  temporalities,  as  in  the  presence  of  the  Saviour, 
"  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  vital  godliness 
*^  of  her  ministers  and  members,  and  the  faith- 
*'  fulness,  boldness,  and  evangelical  tone  of  her 
"  ministrations." 

All  this  is  undeniably  true;  but  truth,  like 
light,  offends  the  feeble  eye,  and  at  first  repels : 
but  although,  for  a  time,  it  may  be  hid,  and  hin- 
dered in  its  solemn  manifestation,  nothing  can 
extinguish  its  brightness,  nor  prevent  its  final 
triumph  upon  earth. 

There  is   an   elaborate  system   of  schools  in 
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Canvift  West.     1  do  not  underlako  to 
A  book  which  treau  upon  all  subjects  n 
unreadable. 

I  bare  reason  to  think  that  it  works  well. 
returns,  however,  are  as  ytt  very  imperfect :  . 
can  be|;Bth«red  froni  Smith's  "ORZottecr,' 
Canada  Wc»1. 35.1,31 7  of  the  population  hare 
•cbixils,  called  coDiinon  scbooU ;  whi 
proportiun  of  33-1  pcrsoM  lo  one  acbooi. 
iudependonl  of  many  private  boarding  anu  u(.j- 
*cbools  for   both  sezeii.     In   the  ibiuly    peopled 
districts,  TOfiOOL  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  public 
schools,  in  addition  lo  small  local  rates  and  the 
weekly  payments    of  the   children    themselTes. 
The  school-houses  are  built  by  the  districts. 

A  good  system  of  superiutendence  has  been 
(lerised,  and  tolerably  well  carried  out.  Of  tlw 
details  I  know  nothing. 

Besides  these  means  of  education,  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  settlers  to  form  circles  of  a  dosen 
hmilies  each,  and  engage  a  young  man  to  teach 
their  children  in  some  centrical  situation.  He 
is  asually  from  New  England,  hired  by  the 
yc«r  at  a  moderate  salary,  and  boarding  with  the 
parents  in  turn,  for  a  month  at  a  time.  Than 
are  serious  evils  attached  to  this  system.  I  shall 
only  mention  one — the  republican  principles  un- 
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consciously  taught  and  recommended  in  school 
histories,  &c.  &c. 

I  had  personal  intercourse  with  only  one  of 
these  young  schoolmasters,  a  very  interesting 
person,  with  whom  I  resided  for  three  weeks  in 
the  same  house,  on  the  River  Detroit.  He  was 
an  able  and  painstaking  man,  of  sound  religious 
principles.  He  told  me  a  good  deal  about  the 
plans  for  self-advancement  of  young  people  in  the 
rural  parts  of  New  England. 

It  was  the  universal  custom  of  the  poorer  of 
these  to  act  as  schoolmasters  in  the  western  set- 
tlements of  their  own  country,  and  of  Canada,  for 
a  time,  in  the  hope  of  collecting  a  little  capital 
for  ulterior  purposes. 

My  friend  was  one  of  these,  a  gentle,  slight- 
made,  fair-haired  young  man.  He  had  been  four 
or  five  years  among  us,  and  was  on  the  eve  of 
marriage,  and  of  being  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

Much  might  be  said  on  the  religious  and  secu- 
lar colleges  of  Kingston,  Toronto,  and  Coburgh — 
much  in  commendation,  something  in  reproba- 
tion ;  but,  as  the  passing  glance  which  I  can 
bestow  would  carry  no  height,  I  prefer  being 
altogether  silent. 


4 


TOYIOK  DOWN  LAKE  SRIB. 

Oor  mrreyon  having  only  bad  tc 
some  IriBn^iilnliong,  which  sicknc**  li&d 
cotnpclled  th«tn  to  leave  unfiiii>Ii»l,  after  a 
suj  we  left  our  lofty  encampment  on  the 
of  Lake  Krie,  where,  by  ihe  bye,  vre  had  tl 
^arable  exercise  of  carrying   every  dn 
water*  we  required   KiO  ft.'et  up  the  at 

A  few  hours  took  uh  buck  to  Amhei 
There  we  found  the  Cunfiancc  ready  to 
down    Lake    Erie    to   the    mouth   of  the   tllv«r 
Niagara. 

Lieutenant  Grant  and  myself,  while  walking 
along  the  river  side  the  same  evening,  met  a 
couple  of  Indians  trotting  to  Amberstbui^h,  in 
their  usual  way  when  loaded.  One  had  a  fine 
deer  across  bis  shoulders,  and  the  other  carried 
four  wild  torkeys.  The  latter  we  bought  for  a 
shilling  a-piece,  and  half  the  deer  for  four  shil- 
lings, to  be  paid  for  on  board  our  good  schooner, 
where  soon  afterwards  our  messmates  gave  the 
^oie  a  cordial  welcome. 

The  next  morning  (Aug.  1 ),  we  sailed  cbceril; 
dowo  the  D^lroit,  and  with  a  favourable  but  light 
breeze.  So  we  proceeded  at  an  easy  rale,  all  in 
high  spirits  at  returning  home,  down  the  lake, 
pauing  the  Sisters,  the  St.  Georges,  the  three 

■  Om  (TWii^  the  wtUr  wtt  tK'  Fihm.  in  tba  open  hka 
DMTthiAdn.     IttniMforovUadlUMMiOMr. 
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Bass  Islands,  and  lastly,  the  Island  of  Pel6, — all 
looking  lovely. 

Towards  dask,  however,  when  these  isles  were 
dimly  seen  behind  us,  the  sky  became  overcast, 
the  wind  arose,  and  by  two  o  clock  a.m.  the  next 
morning  had  become  a  raging  hnrricane. 

Just  before  daylight  we  came  far  too  near  the 
perpendicular  rocks  of  Cleaveland,  on  the  Ame- 
rican shore,  looming  lofty  and  black  in  the  dark- 
ness. These,  after  great  anxiety,  we  succeeded  in 
avoiding;  but  I  must  refrain  from  a  lengthened 
description  of  this,  the  most  violent  storm  on 
Lake  Erie  for  many  years ;  and  it  is  infamous  for 
them. 

We  were  three  nights  and  two  days  exposed  to 
its  fury,  driving  from  side  to  side  of  this  naiTow 
lake,  but  with  a  general  easterly  course. 

We  should  have  perished,  I  verily  believe,  but 
with  God's  help  for  our  stout  commander  and 
his  brave  crew.  The  waves  swept  away  boats, 
binnacle,  deer,  turkeys,  &c.  &c.,  and  strewed  the 
sand  of  the  lake  bottom  in  great  quantities  upon 
the  deck,  and  the  table-cloth  of  a  sail  which  we 
ventured  to  hoist. 

Nobody  thought  of  cooking,  and  few  of  eating. 
I  confess  to  a  couple  of  biscuits.  I  remained 
much  in  my  berth,  ou  account  of  the  violent 
motion   of  the  vessel,  with  simply  a  shirt  on, 
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white  jsno  tromers,  anil  light  shoea, 
a  jump  and  a  swim.     I  certainly  tboughi 
the  olbcrt)  dial  oar  safety  was  very  pr 
aiical.     or  cuunc,  I  Mt  for  inyBelf;  but  I 
regretted  tbe  Iom  of  all  our  surveys,  ai 
wry  vitlnable  iiutniineots.    The  Bbipwrcck  « 
hare  co«t  the  public  very  many  thoosaDd  t 

Uan  only  wa«  I  nearly  on  deck  to  si 
•«cne:  but  I  had  hardly  got  high  eDougb 
— liMoiin^  UD    ibe   companion -ladder^  when 
larga  ««Te,  opaqae  witb  nod,  eoosed  me  on  the 
&ee,  and  drove  me  down  again,  accompanied  bjr 
Dot  a  Uulfl  water. 

Our  Canadian  voyagtitrt  were  vastly  distarbed. 
One  old  fellow  witb  a  sharp  Tinegar  fiue  jammed 
himaelf  into  a  corner  of  the  hold,  and  broke  hu 
usual  silence  by  giving  public  notice  that,  if 
permitted  to  land  alive,  be  would  bom  a  candle 
one  pound  in  weight  in  the  nearest  church,  in 
honour  of  tbe  Virgin — "tbe  mild  Mother" — tbe 
**  Star  of  the  sea." 

lie  had  scarcely  uttered  the  vow,  when  the 
vessel  quivered  under  a  tremendous  blow,  and 
was  buried  for  a  moment  beneath  a  great  wave, 
(jrtnier  shouted  out,  that  he  would  pay  for  six 
masses.  Another  shook.  The  poor  man,  in  an 
agooy,  doubled  tbe  weight  of  tbe  candle,  set  his 
teeth  spasmodically,  and  never  spake  more,  until 
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the  storm  had  ceased ;  for  be  saw  all  his  summer 
wages  a-melting.  I  have  no  right  to  foand  an 
argument  upon  this  poor  man's  ignorance  and 
fright. 

Early  on  the  third  morning  we  saw  the  North 
Foreland  (Long  Point)  on  our  north-west.  The 
scud  moved  quick,  and  the  waves  were  still  high 
and  full  of  sand,  but  the  force  of  the  storm  was 
broken. 

The  land  on  either  shore  looked  most  charming. 
I  envied  the  very  cattle  which  were  browsing  in 
the  pastures,  in  gentle  contention  with  the  mos- 
quitoes. In  due  season,  to  my  undisguisable  joy, 
we  anchored  inside  a  reef  near  the  Village  of 
Waterloo,  our  destined  haven ;  and  we  landed, 
thankful  to  our  divine  Preserver  for  a  new  and 
signal  mercy. 

One  sloop  foundered;  its  crew  and  passengers 
all  lost.  There  happened  to  be  but  few  vessels 
on  the  lake.     These  were  much  damaged. 

We  are  within  about  twenty  miles  of  the  Falls 
of  Niagara  :  thither  we  shall  next  repair. 
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**  There  He  setteth  the  poor  on  hi|^  from  afflictioii ;  and 
maketh  him  families  like  m  flock.  The  righteous  shall  see  it 
and  rejoice." — Pi.  cviL 

**  Make  my  grave  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence." — 
Lord  SydbnhaMi  late  GQtemor-Gtn,  qf  BritUh  North  America, 
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EXCUBSION  THE  SIXTH. 


TV  Birer— Mj  Frinid*-~The  Vidnity  of  Ibe  F*Ui— Far*jtb'i  Ian 
—The  Indiui  cmrrird  orrr  Ibi  Fall*— Tba  Stoleo  Drawinci— 
TW  Fan* — Anccdotta  royal  ami  tiut-  -Mr.  John  Taofban  aad 
U*  War*— Dr.  Praaklia— Tbe  Chaam  and  Cnrtaia— Goat  laiaod 
— Stunford  Park— QaMiwtOD  Heighti— Rhoda'i  Frooc^oD— 
The  Drtnxr. 

Ix  thU  excttnion  I  concern  myself  with  the 
general  fettures  oaly  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  and 
more  particularly  with  the  sayings  and  doings  of 
the  pleasant  party  with  whom  I  Tisited  them. 

I  hare  thought  well  to  separate  this  light  read- 
ing from  the  topographical  details  and  accurate 
admeasurements  which  I  obtained  from  the 
Boundary  Surreyon,  as  being  more  easily  coo- 
tolted  than  read.  They  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendii,  ti^ther  with   a   small  map  of  this 
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2  THE  RIVER  NIAGARA. 

locality,  which  I  hope  the  reader  will  glance  at 
before  perusing  this  Excursion. 

The  River  Niagara  fully  merits  its  fame.  It  is 
magnificent  in  dimension,  beautiful  in  form,  en- 
riched with  various  and  exuberant  foliage,  and 
cheered  with  bright  skies. 

In  1822  its  cast  bank,  a  part  of  the  north  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  was  (and  probably  is)  a 
scarcely  touched  forest,  while  the  Canadian  shore 
blooms  from  end  to  end  with  orchards  and  farms, 
hamlets  and  ornamental  residences. 

The  Cataract  of  Niagara  is  unrivalled  in  the 
impression  it  makes  upon  every  cultivated  mind. 
Its  superiority  does  not,  however,  depend  so  much 
on  its  height,  or  on  the  accompanying  scenery,  as 
on  its  naked  vastness,  and  its  extraordinary  beauty 
of  outline  and  colour. 

A  cataract  as  large  as  that  of  the  Rhine  at 
SchafiThausen  might  be  cut  out  (so  to  speak)  of 
that  of  Niagara,  without  its  being  perceived. 

In  a  picture  this  Fall  is  tame,  formal,  and  dis- 
appointing ;  but  in  the  living  landscape  no  such 
efiect  is  produced,  and  the  mind  becomes  wrapt 
in  solemnised  and  pleased  wonder. 

The  rapid  transition  from  the  placid,  lakelike 
character  of  the  river  above  to  the  vehemence 
and  tumult  of  the  Falls,  is  very  striking  to  the 
spectator  who  approaches  from  Lake  Erie,  as  I 
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did  oa  ny  Srat  v»!t,  riding  jauntily  m 
waggon  of  a  Scnrka  Indian  well   lo  do,  irlio 
droMd,  M  miglit  be  expe^ed  id  »  white  i 
littls  eeeeatria. 

Neu  the  TiUiige  of  Cauppnra  tlie  bnMd,  hs 
u|p  Mnuo  ii  Man  a  eoaple  of  milM  off  to 
nto  a  dark  aod  deap  gulC  All  between  thi 
tator  and  the  plnaga  m  brifbt,  elcar,  and  i 
oaa,  all  beyond  ia  gfeomy  aad  grey  in  the  wr 
iag  mista  lent  np  by  the  ihock  of  waten. 

The  great  ehaam  which  I  thna  iDddentally 
notice,  and  iU  pictnreaqne  outlet  or  gorge  at 
Qnecntton,  are  additional  features  of  great 
interest. 

Although  it  will  be  described  in  the  Appendix* 
I  may  here  advert  to  the  singular  fiwt  that  all  the 
SDperfluoiu  waters  of  tbe  great  upper  lakes  pass 
throogb  it,  while  in  one  place  it  is  only  1 15  yarda 
broad. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  visit  this  cataract  in 
Tcry  agreeable  company.  Our  traTclling  par^ 
of  six  represented  Philadelphia,  Quebec,  New 
York,  Paris,  and  London,  very  entertainingly. 
As  for  me,  my  youth  pinned  me  down  as  a  listeow 
only.  We  consisted  of  an  old  merchant  (or  rather 
ftuiotcfber)  of  Philadelphia,  a  British  colonel 
on  half-pay,  a  major  in  the  American  serriec, 
aa   English  banister,  Connt  Montalembart,  aa 
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watehing  the  Fmlls  from  a  hundred  windows. 
On  the  pillan  of  these  galleries  we  take  a  eeru 
tain  kind  of  lazy  interest  in  scanning  qnaint  de- 
vices in  pencil,  original  thoughts  and  impressions 
in  rhyme  and  prose,  with  many  newly-married 
names  coapled  in  love-knots,  names  of  lofty  sound 
sweet  to  the  western  ear,  such  as  Adrian  and  For- 
mosa, Herman  and  Mariana,  kc.  Sec.  Higgs,  or 
Snell,  or  Smith,  nsnally  follows.  Other  soch 
hoose-monsters  there  are  hereabouts,  and  more 
on  the  American  side. 

Instead  of  the  ferry  that  was  wont  to  cross  the 
billowy  current  below  the  cataract  with  a  freight 
of  ladies  in  a  state  of  safe  consternation,  we  have 
now  two  shaky  bridges,  one  above,  and  the  other 
below  the  Fall; — the  impudence  of  the  mecha- 
nician robbing  us  of  the  august  and  natural.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  some  April  avalanche  of  ice 
and  trees,  rushing  at  midnight  down  the  rapids, 
will  sweep  the  upper  abomination  into  the  abyss.* 

Instead  of  the  seed-royal  of  prepared  worshippers 


*  Oocaaonally,  from  the  immense  quantity  of  ice  carried  over 
the  Eallfly  the  channel  becomes  choked  and  blocked  up  a  short  dis« 
tanoe  below  the  FaDs,  so  as  to  be  passable  on  foot.  This  was  the 
case  during  the  winter  of  1845-6,  when  a  path  was  marked  out 
across  the  ice  opposite  Clifton  House.  The  Falls  are  very  grand  in 
winter ;  the  rocks  at  the  sides  being  incrusted  with  icicles,  some  of 
them  meainring  perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  length. — Smith's 
Gaietlier, 
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(with  «  few  atrafglen  perliKpi),  the  pilgi 
the  FrUs  m  now  performed  by  twanning 
of  »11  cooditiops  and  ag«* — CanacIiBna — 
low    Carolinuin    »ad    bit    rull-blown   Iwir — 
people  from  Tcnnc^MM:,  GL-ur|pa,  nnd         o- 
SjMnutrd  frutn  but  srnJ  liatafiil  Cuba,  «  a 

OwaMa  or  two,  aad  oeoMioasUy  ton 
oOeiak,  in  eoitaae  without  aa  MTiiigfo*H,<» 
lap— ibU  to  boBiMi  intereotme  u  ice  to  1^ 
Biag^  until  wanned  ap  by  tbmr  fmroorite  Opono. 

The  great  majoritj  of  tbe  visitors  only  ataj  a 
couple  of  houra,  and  order  their  horaet  for  the 
Deit  stage  before  tbey  see  the  sbow.  Those  who 
do  sUjr  a  little  longer  treat  the  patient  cataract 
with  the  same  vulgar,  prying  contumelies  that  the 
public  of  bygone  days  did  the  dragon  when  the 
Cappailocian  taint  had  slain  him.  The  Ariel,  a 
little  •tcaroer,  plying  in  the  cbaimi  for  bire,  may 
be  almost  said  to  walk  into  its  mouth. 

Seclusion,  that  pleasant  nymph,  has  ran  away 
ontrighL  You  are  guidtd  to  death.  No  sooner 
has  the  miod  acquired  tbe  tension  so  indispensable 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  wonderful  scene,  than  a 
Ban  with  a  bit  of  spar  for  sale  breaks  up  the 
naioii ;  or  the  angry  cries  of  a  sulky  child  are 
beard  ;  or  a  bundle  of  affectations  from  one  of  the 
inlerminable  streets  of  New  York  come*  mehing 
aad   hiioiig  up  the  steep,  and  efiectnallf  enta 
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short  your  ecstatics.  **Oby  mamma!"  I  heard 
a  pretty  little  miss  call  out,  **  it  is  not  at  all  as 
it's  put  in  my  geography-book.  Where  is  the 
promenade  between  the  curtain  and  the  rock? 
Where  are  the  bears  and  the  moose  struggling  in 
the  rapids,  and  then  swept  into  the  abyss  ?  and 
where  are  the  hundred  Iroquois  waiting  below 
to  receive  the  wild  beasts  on  their  spear-points? 
I  am  quite  disappointed!" — and  so  on.  If  this 
little  lady  had  been  present  when  the  Indian  female 
went  over  the  Falls  In  1820,  it  is  hoped  that  she 
would  have  been  more  than  satisiied.  It  happened 
thus: — 

The  poor  creature,  of  middle  age,  fell  asleep  in 
a  canoe  fastened  to  a  stake  in  the  river-bank, 
about  three  miles  above  the  Falls. 

During  her  sleep  the  cord  broke,  and  the  canoe 
floated  gently  but  swiftly  down  towards  the 
cataract. 

She  awoke  when  within  500  yards  of  the  brink, 
already  amid  foaming  rapids,  and  beyond  rescue. 

Having  slowly  turned  round  twice  to  see  if 
there  were  any  possible  escape,  she  stooped  for 
a  large  red  blanket  she  had,  folded  it  over  her 
face,  and  quietly  sat  down.  The  woman  and  the 
canoe  in  a  few  instants  were  carried  over  the  pre- 
cipice, and  never  seen  more. 

I  fear  some  of  the  visitors  are  not  honest.     My 
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coropsnion  on  one  of  my  many  TisiU  to  the  FaUi, 
Captain  Vivian,  made  eight  beantifol  sketches  of 
them.  He  had  just  finished  them  carefully  and 
left  the  room  for  a  mere  moment—  and  they  were 
gone.  AH  inquiries  were  in  vain.  They  were 
lost,  and  for  ever. 

We  suspected  a  rery  pleasing  and  talkative 
young  lady  in  a  most  hecoming  grten  satin  dress, 
who  Mt  next  to  my  friend,  a  handsome  young 
officer,  at  dinner  that  day.  She  was  all  *'  entnsy* 
niiifv*'  about  cataracts  and  wildernesses,  and 
ahovc  all  tliini^s  wishc^d  to  take  away  with  her 
»ome  druuings  of  NinG^am.  I  a  it  possible  that, 
m  itii  sucli  a  happy,  open  fuce,  slie  could  steal  a 
^kf-r^b-book  ?  We  never  saw  her  more,  and  the 
]os*  occurred  soon  aft^T  dinner. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  our  wliole  party  walked 
ilii'.Tii  the  sloping  meadow  Iietweeu  Forsyth's  and 
the  Fullfiy  dippeil  by  u  steep  bank  (adorned  with 
tine  tulip-trecft  of  nature's  planting)  into  a  narrow 
•lip  of  wet  coppice,  and  stood  on  Table  Rock,  a 
platform,  which,  almost  yearly  diminishing,  su|>- 
jiorts  the  nortliern  end  of  the  Hritisb  or  Horse- 
shoe Fall.  We  could  put  our  feet  into  the  shal- 
low water  as  it  was  hurryinjii^  to  the  brink. 

The  whole  scene  lay  before  us.  W^e  saw  the 
overwhelmin;;  flood,  springing  iu  a  dense  sheet  of 
the  tenderest  emerald,  and  of  white  and  grey,  into 
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the  dark  chasm — not  in  a  line  uniform  and  straight, 
bnt  in  a  varying  and  most  graceful  curve. 

We  looked  around  upon  the  woods,  upon  Goat, 
or  Iris  Island,  midway  between  the  Horse-shoe 
and  American  Falls, — upwards  to  the  rapids  pent 
in  for  a  couple  of  miles  by  high  banks, — and  then 
the  eye  dropped  into  the  grey  abyss  itself,  its  dark 
mossy  walls,  its  masses  of  displaced  rocks,  half- 
buried  in  the  river,  and  the  churning,  foamy 
waters  sending  a  white  vapour  so  high  as  some- 
times to  be  visible  at  the  distance  of  twenty 
miles. 

We  remained  half-an-hour  on  this  spot,  and 
returned  to  the  inn  by  a  little  detour^  which  af- 
forded some  new  points  of  view. 

Very  few  words  were  exchanged  during  the 
walk  home ;  each  was  left  to  the  enjoyment  of 
his  own  sensations.  The  scene  is  so  simple,  so 
sublime,  so  full  of  mingled  grace,  beauty,  and 
terror,  that  there  is  no  room  for  talk,  and  it  is 
above  human  commendation. 

We  went  to  dinner,  not  with  a  hundred  strangers 
at  a  table  very  narrow  and  long,  the  hot  meats 
cold  and  the  cold  warm ;  but  by  ourselves,  in  a 
snug  parlour. 

The  weather  had  become  sultry,  and  a  thunder- 
storm was  brewing. 

The  good  dinner  also  disinclined  us  to  leave  the 
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dettert.     So  we  resoWed  to  sbare  a  coople  of 
bottlet  of  Forsyth's  particaUr  port  among  us. 

There  were  in  onr  party  both  good  talkers  and 
good  listeners;  most  of  qs  had  traTelled  ezten- 
UTely  and  in  the  best  company. 

Of  coarse  the  eonTersation  was  not  on  polities; 
bat  it  became  anecdotical.  A  few  of  the  little 
•tones  1  recollect  to  this  distant  day. 

**  The  last  time  I  was  here/'  said  the  worthy 
Colonel,  **it  was  as  private  secretary  to  the 
Dnke  of  Kent.  Ilis  Royal  Highness  was  greatly 
intorestM  in  the  9pot.  The  falling  river,  the 
untroddf^n  woods,  the  prevailing  solemnity — all 
proclaiming  the  irresistible  grandeur  of  nature 
and  the  feebleness  of  man — went  to  bis  heart.*' 

Again,  bis  Royal  Highness  was  brought  into 
tho  pro|>er  frame  by  a  depntatiiin  of  Delawarcs 
and  Mobawks,  who  f^oHiebow  got  scent  of  bis 
approach,  and  way  I  aid  bim  on  the  heights  of 
Qoeenston  with  a  soldierlike  si>eech  full  of  wood- 
land tropes. 

He  grifatly  admired  these  broad-chested  Red- 
fkin<i,  with  tbeir  measunrd  tread,  swart,  serious 
&ces,  and  h<K>ki*d  noses. 

The  Duke  was  much  taken  with  the  old  crone, 
Forsyth's  grandmother — with  her  simpleness  and 
ftrmightforward  oddity.  Not  knowing  clearly  at 
the  lime  the  quality  of  her  guests,  she  was  often 
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plainer  in  her  remarks  than  complimentary.  One 
of  the  snite  had  a  six-bladed  knife,  and  expected 
to  make  at  least  six  uses  of  it  in  the  west.  It  had 
knives,  corkscrew,  saw,  &c.  Sec.  **  Well,"  said 
•he,  staring  agape  at  the  Sheffield  master-piece, 
**  in  all  my  born  days  I  never  saw  such  a  knife  as 
that ; — no !  nor  never  heard  of  one.  A  man  with 
such  a  wonder  as  that  in  his  coat-pocket,  who 
comes  500  miles  to  see  our  Falls,  must  be  a  very 
uncommon  fool!*' 

As  princes  sometimes  wish  to  be  quiet,  especially 
during  the  fatigues  of  a  Canadian  journey,  the 
Duke  of  Kent  travelled  incog,,  or  meant  so  to  do ; 
but  the  veil  was  often  removed  by  accident  or  in- 
discretion. 

^'  We  arrived  (the  Colonel  speaks)  rather  late 
''  one  evening  at  the  little  Inn  of  the  Cedars,  on 
*'  the  St.  Lawrence. 

"  The  landlord  was  very  attentive,  for  he  saw 
"  that  he  had  under  his  roof  no  ordinary  personage; 
*'  but  who,  he  could  not  guess  for  the  life  of  him. 

**  He  repeatedly  entered  his  Royal  Highness's 
"  sitting-room.     The  first  time  he  said,  *  I  think, 

*  Captain,  you  rang  the  table-bell.     What  did 

*  you  please  to  want?'    The  second  time  he 
brought  in  a  plate  of  fine  raspberries,  and  said, 

*  We  have  found  in  the  woods.  Major,  a  few 
'*  *  rasps.     Will  you  please  to  taste  them?* 
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''  He  iDTeoted  a  third  and  fborth  ezeoie  ibr 
'*  entering,  and  saluted  his  Highness,  first  as 
'*  colonel,  and  then  as  general.  The  last  time, 
**  just  hefore  leaving  the  room,  he  returned  from 
*'  near  the  door^  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  cried 
**  oat,  *  May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  pardon  us 
**  *  if  we  don*t  behave  suitable.  I  know  you  are 
«  •  DOt  to  be  known.  I  mean  no  offence  in  calling 
"  *  TOO  captain  and  colonel.  What  must  I  call 
"  *  yon  ?  For  anything  I  can  tell  yon  may  be  a 
•'  •  king's  K)n/ 

'*  To  this  long  speech  the  Duke  would  Iiave 
*'  ^ivcn  a  kind  answer,  but  for  an  universal  and 
**  irreprosHiltle  explosion  of  laughter.  If  you  had 
**  «een  the  scared  old  innkeeper  on  his  knees,  you 
'*  would  liuve  laughed  too.** 

TliG  Fliiladelpliia  merchant-philosopher  was  in 
Li^h  talk  that  evening. 

All  Philadelphia  reveres  and  loves  (or  rather 
did  to)  Mr.  John  Vaii«;han,*  old  and  young,  high 

*  He  »a«  in  Kiif;!tfbnian  uf  pvhI  fsmilr,  who  had  mmc  to  PhiU- 
4rlpkui  in  rmrlj  hfr  ii»  a  iiirn-luiit ;  but  hi«  ■flrrtioni  wrir  Inn 
vvm,  ami  hi*  aniirty  for  tiir  stlvancrmnit  of  hi*  frUnw-crranirr^ 
:a  happincM  and  virtue  wa4  ft  hi  grrat,  to  allow  hit  wholtf  eiirript^ 
U>  be  drrotcal  to  a  arlfinh  fhjcrt.  iu>  that  h:«  tiinc»  mran*.  and 
LaJmta.  tnufi  bcriinr  ahMfr(>rfl  in  #•  hriiir*  of  |»hilaiithri>pir»  litrrmrr, 
c .- •r.irr.ttfir  utihty.  He  did  mil  lalHiur  in  hia  calliri»  rti'lumrljr. 
a'Lcn  trtde  rhanKnl  it»  ihaiinrl*.  hr  dil  not  mo  aAi-r  it,  tn  that 
t^ter  a  tunc  Mr.  VanKhan  wju lilt  nrarly  hiKh aiitldnr.  with  bat  frw 
ik^Mi«t  ur  rufTr»p. indent*.     Tlirrr  wait  itrvrr  anjthin|  like 


MR*  JOB  II  VAUOBAir.  16 

ITCTMUioD,  bat  with  the  exception  of  the  foUowing 
diancteristic  anecdote,  I  entirely  forget  what  be 


Although  Mr.  Vaughan  was  moch  Dr.  Frank- 
fin'ft  junior,  he  was  intimate  with  him,  beeaoae 
Acre  were  points  of  resemblance  in  their  charae- 
tvi,  and  because  pnblic  business  threw  them  often 
together.  Al  the  time  spoken  of,  now  long  ago^ 
Franklin  was  the  editor  of  a  young  newspaper. 

He  had  bem  lonf;  in  the  habit  of  wilkin^  in  the  morning  on  the 

IT«  nf  PkiUiirI|ihia ;  ttiuii  to  do  pMnl,  while  taking  necTMVj 

If  lie  mw  a  loitrrrr  with  a  liomrliiiM  look,  ei|»eciaUj  if 

•n  Eni;li»b  Mimck'fnK'k.  the  (heerful  little  iiiaii  would  enter 

talk  with  biiii.  |«iint  mit  !uimr  dcrrnt   lodipiig-houae,  direct 

to  the  St.  Ge"rifr'«  SM-irty  for  the  rrlief  of  foreigner*,  and  to 

•oorrea  of  iiifomiation  ami  h«*Ip,  not  omitting  to  giw  tkt 

r:grr  liM  imn  atliln  ^«  in  i-;i«<'  of  nct^l. 

The  En|;li*h  rniiirnint  ha«  nion*  ixY^aiiion  fur  this  kind  of  aMRft* 

■■re   than  thr   Srotrh  and  Iii>h.     The   lattrr  have  conaidcnblo 

ftddfvsa  and  rraclinr»«.  and  thrj  niirt  with  mure  help  from  their 

«o«ntr}min  titan  thr  Kn^li«h  do. 

Mr.  Vauj;han  dird  at  Pliiiad(rl)ihia  at  the  age  of  eighty-aiSt 
frrim  lalMlur  to  rr^t.  fn>ni  lio|»r  to  recompenw.  He  wm 
bv  a  I'ubhc  funrral.  Ili«  |>ortrmit  ha«l  hung  for  thirty 
in  thr  Citj  (iallt-ry  of  P.i'ittini;*.  and  now  bin  ba«t  ia  placed 
in  the  hall  *4  thr  Amrm-nn  {"hiloMipliical  Sicii'tT,  which  haa  eo 
graetly  adTaiirrd  thr  cultivation  ol  ikCii-nre  in  thr  United  States. 

Mr.  Vaaghan  wa%  aii  ont;inal  mrmber  of  thr  Wi«tar  Society  of 
ftfladclphia,  an  aKMM-natifin  of  iiixtrrn  of  thr  Iraiiing  penons  of  the 
dty.  It«  objrrt  waa,  fur  rarh  iiirmfirr  to  hold  in  hii  turn  a 
inr  the  parpoae  of  intruduiin<  n*«pertAble  or  divtinicuiahed 
to  corh  othrr.  and  to  the  iii>)«t  rminrnt  individual*  m  the  vicinity. 

Althongh  ihi»  noU  be  rather  long,  ia  it  not  well  tu  |ia]r  a 
ifibnti.  to  to  good  a  man  ? 
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advocating  uncompromisingly  a  certain  line  of 
American  politics. 

In  those  days  men  were  very  earnest.  One  of 
Franklin's  subscribers  disapproved  of  his  proceed- 
ingSy  but  forbore  for  some  time,  hoping  for  a 
change  ;  but  time  only  made  matters  worse. 

One  day  the  subscriber  met  Dr.  Franklin  in  the 
street,  and  freely  told  him  that  his  politics  would 
ruin  both  him  and  his  country.  He  finished  by 
desiring  him  to  take  his  name  from  the  list  of  his 
subscribers.  Dr.  Franklin  told  him  he  was  sorry 
to  lose  him,  but  that  his  wishes  should  be  obeyed. 

A  week  or  two  afterwards,  not  a  little  to  the  old 
subscriber's  surprise,  he  received  from  Franklin  a 
little  note,  inviting  him  to  supper  on  the  coming 
Friday  evening. 

He  accepted,  and  went.  He  found  the  perverse 
editor  in  clean,  plain  lodgings,  at  a  side-table, 
leaning  on  some  books,  in  his  usual  easy  humour. 
Supper  was  being  laid  on  a  round  oak  table,  over 
which  a  neat-handed  girl  had  spread  a  white  cloth. 
She  then  gradually  covered  it  with  a  shining, 
firm  cucumber,  a  pat  of  butter,  a  large  china  jug 
of  water  from  the  spring,  a  loaf  of  good  bread, 
three  cool  lettuces,  some  leeks,  and  a  piece  of  ripe 
cheese,  with  a  little  jug  of  foaming  beer,  more 
brisk  than  strong. 

Just  as  the  last  article  was  placed  on  the  table, 
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Cap  ftt  the  door  brought  in  that  friendly  man, 
T.  Ru«h,  to  well  known  all  over  the  world  for 
ia  medical  skill.  Another  knock  introduced 
[r.  Vaugiian,  most  probably  then  full  of  young 
vjeets,  and  primed  for  discussion. 
To  the  subscriber's  great  surprise,  after  these 
ro,  Washington  himself  stepped  in,  his  square, 
«Te  fiice  relaiing  into  good  fellowship  when  he 
w  his  company,  and  the  preparations  for  making 
night  of  it.  Hancock,  positive,  able,  and  honest, 
id  one  more,  made  up  the  company. 
TIh'V  dis|>o«e(l  tliemsdveH  round  the  table,  and 
II  to.  iSo  blender  u  repast,  in  such  a  humble 
om,  for  such  a  |>arty,  consi^tin;;:  of  the  first  men 

America,  puzzled  the  subscriber  severely. 
All  theAC  lii^uestH  were  in  tiicir  prime,  splendidly 
kI  varioin*ly  endowed.    luich  hud  patted  the  day 

laliour  for  the  good  of  others  —  in  the  stenatc, 
e  anny,  or  in  private  life.  They  now  came 
^tlier  for  well-earned  relaxation.  The  hours 
ere  only  too  short  for  the  oul|H>urin;;H  of  their 
II  minds.  Twelve  o'clock  saw  them  home. 
A  few  days  afterwards  the  sulMcriber  again  met 
*r.  Franklin  in  the  street.  *'  Ah  !'*  said  he,  **  a 
lOUMind  thanks  for  that  delightful  evening.  I 
w  the  lesson  you  were  reading  me.  You  meant 
>  shew  that  a  man  who  can  entertain  the  first 
ad  best  of  our  country  upon  a  cucumber  and  a 

VOL.  II.  c 
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glass  of  cold  water,  can  a£ford  to  be  politically 
honest." 

'*Well,  friend,"  Franklin  smilingly  replied, 
^*  something  of  that  sort." 

When  the  thunderstorm  had  passed  oyer,  leaving 
a  delightful  freshness  behind  it,  the  dinner  party 
strayed  up  a  shady  lane  near  Forsyth's,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road — up  Lundy's  Lane, 
which  leads  to  the  round  eminence  whereon,  in 
1812,  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane  was  most  severely 
contested. 

I  believe  we  had  all  forgotten  the  whole  afiair; 
although  many  brave  men  fell  there  in  the  heroic 
performance  of  the  duty  of  the  moment,  for  not  a 
single  observation  was  made  on  the  subject.  We 
simply  looked  round  upon  the  fertile  soil,  and  upon 
the  signs  around  us  of  a  daily  increasing  popula- 
tion. We  saw  the  ready  access  to  markets,  and  pro- 
nounced the  easy  prophecy  that  ere  long  Canada 
West  would  be  filled  with  a  prosperous  people. 

The  next  morning  all  the  party,  except  Mr. 
Vaughan  and  the  Colonel,  descended  into  the 
chasm.  They  feared  the  extreme  heat  then  pre- 
vailing, and  remained  at  home,  amusing  them- 
selves with  tlie  quaint  notions  of  old  Mrs.  Forsyth, 
and  with  discussing  the  merits  of  General  Lee,  a 
distinguished  revolutionary  oflScer  on  the  American 
side. 
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As  moit  of  ttfl  were  yoang,  and  out  for  a  holiday » 
onr  sptriu  were  at  boiling  point ;  practical  jokes, 
firolic,  and  song,  were  the  order  of  the  day.  It 
then  that  I  learnt  my  famous  ditty  about  the 
r*s  dog,  **  Little  Bingo.** 

In  those  days  there  were  no  means  of  descent 
into  the  chasm  but  hj  long  ladders,  old  and  crasy. 
Two  of  us,  therefore,  standing  on  the  summit  of 
the  precipice,  imitated  Henry  Navarre  at  the 
battle  of  I  Try,  by  courageously  flinging  our  bats 
into  the  gulf  to  arouse  our  coura<;c.  We  regained 
them  by  the  merest  accident.  There  was  not  a 
wearable  hut  to  be  bought  within  a  hundred  miles. 
The  count  attache,  after  we  had  descended  and 
stood  upon  the  colonsal  fragments,  which,  now 
half  buried  in  the  waters,  had  lallcn  from  above, 
proposed  to  bathe  in  a  quiet  nook  he  had  espied ; 
hot  I  told  hiui  that  such  trouble  was  needless,  as 
beibrc  he  got  home  be  would  enjoy  a  new  kind  of 
lavatory. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  grandeur  of  the 
scene  had  changed  our  uierrinicnt  into  re|>ose  and 
thuii^btriilnessi.  We  t»at  «Iowii  n|>«>n  the  rocky 
tlofie  or  talu5,  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  water. 

Tile  n|>|N:r  world  of  liuliitations  woods,  and 
broati.  •ihiuin*^  river,  was  excluded.  On  inch 
tide,  t*IoH*  to  u.*i,  were  mural  |ireci|>ices,  1<V)  feet 
high,  crowned  with  trees.     The  eye  woa  tilled  ami 
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fascinated  by  the  wide  curtain*  of  falling  waters, 
whose  fair  and  delicate  colour  is  rendered  more 
marked  by  the  gloom  of  the  surrounding  walls 
of  dark  limestone. 

Colossal  fragments  in  magnificent  confusion 
mount  half-way  up  the  precipice,  and  even 
obstruct  the  stream  as  it  rolls  impetuously  down. 

Over  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  the  water  leaps  en 
masse,  and  meets  with  no  obstruction.  The  same 
is  the  case  at  the  small  cascade,  called  the  Ribbon 
or  Montmorenci  Fall  (vide  map) ;  but  at  the 
American  or  Schlosser's  Fall,  the  descending 
sheet  of  water  often  dashes  upon  successive  ledges 
of  rock,  and  then,  arching  gracefully,  drops  in 
broken  feathery  or  arrow-like  masses. 

In  the  mist  which  overspreads  the  front  of  the 
Horse-shoe  Fall  the  rainbows  are  very  large  and 
brilliant  at  times,  but  they  are  faint  at  Schlosser  s. 

I  think  I  shall  better  convey  to  my  readers  the 
general  impression  created  by  the  scenery  of  the 
chasm  below  the  Falls,  by  the  following  magni- 
ficent lines,  than  by  any  words  of  my  own  : — 

**  The  thoughts  are  strange  which  crowd  upon  my  brain 
When  I  look  upward  to  thee.     It  would  seem 
As  if  God  poured  thee  from  his  hollow  hand, 
And  hung  his  bow  upon  thy  awful  front, 

*  Twelve  hundred  yards,  or  two-thirds  of  a  mile  broad,  including 
Iris  Island. — Vide  map. 
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And ipofcc in Ihil load foSce.  wUch  Man'dtoUm 

Who  dwelt  la  FitiMf  §or  Ui  Saviov's  Mko» 

IW  mmad  of  aaaj  waten ;  and  tkf  iood 

Hod  Udfai  duonide  tho  tget  bodt, 

Aad  Bolch  Ua  eentoriea  la  tho  alanial  radu. 

Docp  caDcCh  «ito  doep.    And  what  are  wo 

Who  hear  thStawlhlq«eatioBlBS?    Oh!  what 

An  all  the  aUrriof  aolaa  that  eror  raof 

Tnm  war'a  vain  trwBpet,  by  thj  thuideriiif  aide  ? 

Tea,  what  le  all  the  riot  bub  ean  auko 

la  hie  ehort  Bfc  to  thj  mwiraiing  roar  ? 

And  jet,  bold  babbler,  what  art  thoo  to  Him 

llh'ho  drown'd  a  world,  and  heap'd  the  watcre  far 

Above  its  loltieet  eaoiintaiiis  ? — a  light  wave 

That  brrak^,  and  wbitprrt  of  it«  Mmkrr'i  might." 

Anon.  ff.S,  Lit^ary  Gazette. 

We  scmmliled  over  the  fraginentii  Itniii^;  the 
foot  of  tlie  precipice  to  the  north  end  of  the  Horee- 
»hoc  Fall.  Here  we  observed  more  nearly  its 
form,  colour,  and  massive  thickness. 

There  is  a  considerable  interval  between  the 
descending  water  and  the  rock  it  rushes  over. 

Into  thb  dark  cavern  we  ventured  without  a 
guide,  amid  a  concentrated  roar  which  stunned  us, 
while  the  whirling  hurricane  of  watery  vapour, 
which  filled  the  place  instead  of  air,  beat  violently 
upon  our  persons,  and  olinnged  our  breathing  into 
a  laborious  struggle  of  sighing  and  gasping. 

There  we  stood,  with  tottering  knees,  making 
dumb  shows  of  astonishment  and  distress.  It  was 
difficult  to  keep  our  footing,  or  to  walk  over  the 
foogli  slope  of  fallen  rocks,  made  slippery  by  wet 
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itto«s<»,  and  the  slime  of  the  frightened  eels  we 
5aw  ilarting  firoai  stone  to  stone. 

We  succeeded  in  going  some  ten  or  twelve  fe^ 
within  the  curtain,  which  was  too  thick  to  see 
through,  but  its  emerald  colour  was  peculiarlj 
clear  and  soft.  We  then  saw  at  a  little  distance 
a  buttress  preventing  further  progress,  except  at 
some  risk.* 

I  may  almost  spare  myself  the  trouble  of  men- 
tioning that,  while  in  the  cavern,  every  point  and 
angle  about  our  drenched  clothes  was  a  water- 
spout. We  were  iijlad  to  escape  and  hurry  home 
for  a  change  of  clothes  at  the  top  of  our  speed ; 
even  the  count  was  satisfied. 

It  is  a  fact  worth  remembering  that,  although 
the  fields  in  the  vicinity  abound  in  erratic  blocks, 
I  only  found  one  in  the  chasm  after  an  extensive 
search,  a  gneis  full  of  garnets.  This  shews  that 
they  had  found  their  present  resting-places  in  the 
fields  around  before  the  chasm  was  formed. 

Not  long  ago  a  mastodon  was  found  in  a  fresh- 
water deposit,  near  the  Falls,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river. 

Our  ardour  was  a  good  deal  cooled  by  this 
immersion.     We  were  all  for  an   early  dinner, 

*  I  imagine  that  this  has  since  been  removed,  and  the  footing 
generally  been  made  more  secure,  because  visitors,  aided  hj  guides, 
penetrate  farther  than  we  did. 
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with  tbe  {ntenlion,   •one  of  MSatering  to 
Baraiiif!  SpringH  oT  Urutgewater,  and  olhcn 
crowing  to  tbe  American  lide  of  tbe  river. 

For  my  part,  1  went  to  n«ilber,  being  occ       id 
tba  wbole  cTening  witb  a  aojonrner  at  For*i 
attacked  witb  inBammaiion  of  tiie  boweU. 
fcooH  wa»  full  of  guests,  the  few  servauta,  tbt 
taid,  were  btuj  and  little  nscd  to  extreme  suuer- 
bg:  ao  I   had  to  be  nitrM  a«  well  *a  pbjriiciao, 
■Dd  shewed  that,  besides  Bourisbing  a  lancet,  I 
could    wrinL'    a    hot    fumeatiDg-clotb    wiih    anv 
queen    of    the    waabing-tub.      In    a    couple   of 
imjM  tbe  patient  moved  away,  weak  and  grate- 
ltd. 

Oar  Aieods  were  pleased  with  their  evening. 
Tboee  who  bad  crossed  below  the  &lli  in  the  little 
tmj-hottl  spoke  highly  of  the  view  from  tbe 
■iddle  of  the  stream. 

They  mounted  the  woody  American  bank  by  a 
ladder,  similar  to  that  on  the  Canadian  side,  bat 
aborter,  and  crowed  by  Judge  Porter's  two  bridges 
into  Goat  Island.  These  bridges,  of  ordinary 
Bake,  connect  Goat  Island  witb  the  main  by 
feani  of  an  intermediate  islet.  Tbey  rest  upon 
triaoifular  buttresses,  mere  boxes  filled  witb  stonca, 
aad  set  with  the  sharp  point  opposed  to  tha 
Mraam.     There  are  now  refreshment-rooma,  bil- 
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Hard-tables,  and  gardens  on  the  island ;  bat  the 
gpreater  part  is  still  in  ornamental  woods. 

The  views  from  Goat  Island  are  very  fine,  thoogk 
partial ;  those  from  the  first  bridge  of  Jodge 
Porter  are  good,  looking  downwards,  the  white 
foaming  waters  are  seen  among  round  islets  of 
black  fir,  hastening  to  the  brink ;  beyond  whidj 
in  the  distance,  and  veiled  by  a  thin  haze,  the 
Canadian  side  of  the  river  is  seen,  a  lofty  weatber- 
clifi*,  fringed  with  coppice,  and  separated  bj  a 
green  meadow  from  a  range  of  grassy  eminences, 
sprinkled  with  tulip  and  other  trees. 

The  Chippewa  or  Bridgewater  Burning  Spring 
is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Forsyth's,  on  the 
British  side  of  the  river,  near  a  cluster  of  small 
houses  called  Bridgewater. 

iVnmerous  bubbles  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas  escape  here  from  the  bottom  of  the  shallows 
near  the  bank.  They  are  as  large  as  a  nut,  and 
smell  strongly.  A  bottomless  barrel,  full  of 
gravel,  is  placed  over  a  spot  where  many  bubbles 
have  appeared.  To  its  luted  head  the  hollow 
trunk  of  a  small  tree  is  fitted,  which  again  re- 
ceives a  short  gun-barrel,  from  whose  muzzle  the 
gas  arises,  and,  when  set  fire  to,  burns  with 
a    broad,   flickering   flame   about    eight    inches 

long. 


RIDE  TO  QUEENSTON.  2d 

The  whole  i«  cncloted  in  tt  ebrd  for  the  par- 
I    po»e«  of  cxfaibilinn. 

k      Severn]  sliv.  Utile  ijuaila,  prcttj-  bird*,  u 
Maas  hall,  ncre  met  nitli  in  this  walk  tc 
venter,  yUniriiiK  sboot  among  the  long  < 

'^      Tbe  next  uioniitig  wo  left  in  a  body 

CDB,  a  village  *l  tbe  oallet  of  ihu  chimi,  apd  at 
tbc  Ibot  of  the  bitighu.  We  vi»itrd  ihe  wbirlpool 
«a  oar  war.  but  1  ahalt  iiot  noiicv  it  now.  aa  it  is 
Jaieribgd  in  the  A)i[)cndix. 

Tbta  >■  a  charming  ride  through  a  succeuioii 
fitnM,  orcharda.  rillage-^reens,  and  woods. 
kM  abounds  in  tbe  rcd-bradrd  woodpc       ■■ 
Imttt  I  have  Men  nton  of  tbein  there  than 
when.     It  is  a  v«ry  fplendid  bird,  ever  on 
wing,  and  ft-arlrM.      lt»  bead  and  neck  are  of 
a  rich  crim«on,  and  tlie  bock,  wing*,  aiid  breaat 
divided  bvlwe«n  tbe  most  tuonry  white  and  jetty 
bkek. 

Aboat  balf'way  from  Forsjth'a,  near  a  clatter 
tt  eottagea  and  a  scbool-hoiue,  we  were  shawn 
■  Imrgt  collection  of  Indian  omamenta,  ringa  and 
triangular  plates  of  copper,  for  tbe  nose  pro- 
bably, many  beads,  and  an  Indian  sknll.  Tbey 
hid  been  very  recently  fonnd  nnder  and  anong 
At  loola  of  an  old  tree.  Not  br  from  bare  w« 
hnd  a  glunpae  of  Stamford  Park,  tbe  eoantry> 
mt  of  the   LientenaDt-Oovemor  of  the  Uppar 
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Province,  an  exceedingly  degmnt  imitatioB  d 
the  Cottage  Ornee  of  the  Isle  of  Wq;fat,  «- 
rounded  by  a  broad  Terandab,  and  eoTered  wtt 
roses. 

As  we  emerged  on  the  brow  of  QoeeniW 
Heights  from  the  rather  dose  scenery  we  hd 
been  riding  through,  a  beautiful  and  unoommoa 
landscape  presented  itsel£ 

In  the  immediate  foreground,  300  feet  belov, 
are  two  pretty  villages,  Queenston  and  LewistoBi 
between  which  the  Niagara,  escaping  fipom  the 
chasm,  expands  into  a  tranquil  river,  and  is  traced, 
winding  through  a  sea  of  woods,  till  it  loses  itself 
at  Fort  George,  in  Lake  Ontario,  seven  miles  off, 
whose  wide  waters  are  represented  by  a  narroif 
blue  line,  bounded  by  the  high  lands  aboat 
Toronto.  The  junction  of  the  river  with  the 
lake  is  marked  by  the  heavy  white  building  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  former,  called  Fort  Niagara 
(in  the  United  States),  and  the  town  of  Newark, 
or  Niagara,  on  the  west  bank,  a  pleasant  place  of 
moderate  size. 

This  panorama  could  not  fail  to  be  suggestive. 
I  see,  methought,  that  the  epoch  of  man  is  but 
beginning,  that  the  aspect  of  the  earth,  as  we  now 
behold  it,  in  its  inhabitants  and  garniture,  is  in 
its  infancy.  A  thousand  years  are  a  small  thing, 
a  portion  of  the  historic  time  which  registers  the 
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pretent  momenu  at  they  paw,  itself  a  fragment 
of  geological  tine  which  may  overspread  a  tlioii- 
sand  centuries. 

The  Almighty  and  All- wise  Being  begins  no* 
dung  in  Tain,  and  in  the  end  will  leave  nothing 
beomplete.  **  He  appears  to  work  slowly/*  im- 
patient man  may  say.  How  much  remains  to  be 
done! 

Look  at  the  forest-plains  bekw  me,  idle,  Tast, 
and  fertile,  both  in  the  Canadas  and  the  United 
States — think  of  the  illimitable  and  rich  countries 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  hitherto  untouched 
by  spade  or  plough — and  yet  1  must  believe  des- 
tined to  be  cultivated  and  enjoyed  by  countless 
multitudes. 

The  physical  condition  of  man — how  wretched, 
bow  inconsibtent  with  his  destinies !  and  yet  how 
full  of  promise ! 

Again,  how  much  han  man  to  learn!  How  fiu* 
beneath  true*  practical  Christianity  is  the  civili- 
nation  of  this  day  anywhere!  Ignorance  and  per* 
venieness  on  the  |>art  of  the  weak,  and  opprea- 
•ion  on  the  part  of  the  strong,  are  almost  uni- 
Tcraal.  The  bloody  hoof  of  des|M>tism  is  still  on 
many  kingdoms,  and  false  religions  are  betraying 
the  bulk  of  mankind.  And  yet  I  both  see  and 
hear  the  ibotsteiw  of  phytucal  and  religious  pio- 
grese.     I  dare  not  compare,  in  number,  leal,  and 


28  BATTLE  OF  QUBBN8TOK. 

power,  the  real  servants  of  the  Maker  of  all 
thiDgs,  and  those  who  serve  him  not — the  dispro- 
portion is  enormous. 

I  repeat,  that  there  seems  much  to  be  done 
before  the  impending  change  comes,  and  that, 
probably,  by  ordinary  agencies.  The  millen- 
nium  may  indeed  intervene.  May  it  come 
quickly ! 

Many  good  men  are  expecting  the  almost  im- 
mediate end  of  the  present  constitution  of  things ; 
but  they  have  Scripture  warrant  for  nothing 
beyond  uncertainty.  They  are  influenced  by 
temperament,  not  by  reason  or  inspiration. 

We  took  up  our  abode  at  the  Queenston  Hotel, 
a  humble  but  clean  house  of  entertainment,  and 
nojtt  morning  were  taken  over  the  rugged,  grassy 
heights,  overhanging  the  village,  to  see  the 
battle-ground  where  fell,  in  1812,  the  energetic 
and  gallant  Brock.  Our  friend  (Mr.  Ridout,  of 
Queenston)  had  been  present  in  the  battle.  He 
shewed  us  the  spot  where  the  victory  was  won, 
where  the  American  commander  (General  Win- 
field  Scott)  gave  up  his  sword,  and  where  the 
British  general  received  his  death-wound ;  nei- 
ther did  he  forget  to  point  out  the  broken  preci- 
pice, fringed  with  shrubbery,  down  which  the 
American  soldiers  sprang  to  avoid  the  English 
bayouet,  and  so  perished  by  a  death  more  forlorn. 


ORAVBIIT. 


gtnag,mnA  pAmfDl  still,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ff  or  in  ihn  itktun.  I  liape  tben;  U  cxAggvr- 
tm  in  thiK  part  of  (he  ImttI*  OBmitive. 
Wtt  wetT  Korry  titit  a  laoilscnpc  so  full  of 
laljr  ehoultl  lio  connrrled  witli  so  Mui  &  stur; 
>  Inttle  nlwmyti  ought  lo  be  felt;  but  ao 
perfeni;  ChmtianiMrl  is  liie  world  u  yet; 
>plit  and  rabrni  Iwtti  to  ready  to  invad«  and 
pre««,  that  phyaical  coura^  and  contempt  of 
Mh  iiiwlf  in  the  execution  of  a  [in>feMionaI 
ly  must  be  applauded.  Cowardice,  crime,  and 
tjooal  decay,  always  go  tog^thert  aa  do  brarery, 
toe,  and  social  progresa.  We  find,  in  the 
perishable  pages  of  Scripture,  thirty  veraes 
Bam.)  dedicated  lo  the  names  and  eiploJIt  of 
iant  men,  from  Eleazar,  who  smote  the  Philip 
es  until  his  sword  cl«Te  to  hit  band,  to  Benaiab, 
o  went  down  and  slew  a  lion  in  a  pit  io  the 
le  of  sDow. 

Wt  returned  home  to  dinner  ;  and  afterwmrda, 
ii  great  regret,  separated  for  our  respeetiTe 
t>e«. 

Sere,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  atop  ;  bat  I  eannoC 
p  briefly  narrating  two  incidents  which  oe- 
Tad  on  ibia  same  day. 

%•  we  were  looking  out  of  the  ino-wiodow, 
il«  ibe  aervant-maid  (or  dangbter)  laid  til* 
lb  for  oar  repaat,  we  saw  a  funale  proeaarion 
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moving  up  the  street.    We  called  to  Rhoda  for 
an  explanation. 

^*  Oh,  gentlemen !  **  said  she,  with  a  proud 
smile,  ^*  do  you  not  know?  The  soldiers'  chap- 
lain, who  has  been  here  for  a  couple  of  years,  is 
leaving  us.  Well,  he  has  just  married  one  of  the 
Miss  Binks*,  who  lives,  twelve  miles  back,  behind 
Short  Hills.  So  the  town  has  determined  to  pre- 
sent the  bride  with  a  new  bonnet  and  a  silk 
dress, — very  handsome  of  course.  I  have  seen 
them.  Yes,"  she  added,  after  looking  into  the 
street,  "  they  are  walking  to  Mr.  S.'s  bouse,  the 
white  house  and  green  shutters  facing  the  river/' 

The  procession  was  wholly  of  prim  village 
ladies,  smiling  or  serious  according  to  their  dis- 
positions— about  twenty  couples — a  tidy,  happy 
little  girl  in  hand  here  and  there. 

At  their  heads  most  solemnly  walked,  with 
white  wands,  two  middle-aged  men,  prosperous 
churchwardens  perhaps.  Behind  the  male  leaders 
came  a  single  female,  bearing  the  bonnet  on  a 
tray,  but  hid  from  vulgar  gaze  and  from  dust  in  a 
white  muslin  napkin  ;  and  then  followed,  covered 
in  like  manner,  the  bulky,  but  light,  silk  dress. 

It  was  all  methodically  done  in  the  true  com- 
bining spirit  of  the  Saxon  race.  Some  collected 
the  money,  others  made  the  purchases,  being 
eminent  in   such   transactions.      Several   minds 
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were  re(|nircd  for  Ibe  inditing  of  the  addreM 
two  estecnietl  fri^odi  ol'  the  brido  bore  the  | 
So  ttid  the  Tolable  lUioda. 

And  ihtia  (lie  j^tefal  fooling  uf  Uio  little  coi 
Mmitjr  niBde  tU  fitltnf;  lannirpstatioD:  Mui  i 
Iwarto  of  two  uniaUc  and  diltgent  Mirants 
Ood  w«re  tmcoaragcd.  Such  m  tteeiio  could  oi 
hsT*  oocurrvd  in  it  Riinple  *tBte  oftoctiH)'. 

TTie  Her.  Mr.  B.  t«,  tiwk  many  way*  to  win 
Ute  beart*  rif  tlie  U{i]>er  Canadians.  One  of  the 
■Mat  «flcv(oal  was  uaarryiiig  tli«  tail,  Ireah-M^ 
loured  daughter  *  of  »  worthy  militia  colonel, 
wboN  ancestors  came  from  Holland. 

He  thus  proclaimed  his  determination  to  end 
Ua  days  in  Canada.  A  multitude  of  new  rda- 
tioDS  and  sympathies  sprung  up  at  ooce  brtween 
him  and  his  flock. 

Mr.  S.  was  by  birth  and  education  an  English 
gentleman.  In  his  thoughtful,  mild  bee — in  his 
■inple  and  most  mgagiog  demeanoar — it  was 
nMantly  seen  that  all  his  thoughts  were  centnd 
ia  the  ezecutioa  of  his  high  commimon.  His 
T«ry  ooeommon  pulpit  talents  were  only  secondary 
in  osefulness  to  the  affectionate,  holy,  and  httM>- 
rioM  tenor  of  his  life. 


•  Mm  nnlkw  pMlar*!  wifa  iha  nwla.     I  fpcat  i  hivn  " 
hf  villi  iWw  dtcmnli  at  Monttwl,  wh«n  Mr.  S.  »m  of  | 
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Two  of  US  determined  to  walk  to  Newark 
(seven  mile8)  Tor  the  purpose  of  embarkiog  in  tbe 
Ontario  steamfr  for  Kingston. 

We  were  walking  steadily  along  the  river-side, 
among  alternnte  woods  and  farmsteads,  the  bank 
being  often  hid  in  shrubbery  and  fine  trees,  wben 
a  Boldier  in  an  undress,  »nd  carrying  a  bundle, 
and  B  piece  of  board  a  yard  long  and  six  inches 
broad,  overtook  us.  Quickly  passing  us,  lie  raa 
down  to  the  watfr's  adge  by  a  little  bush- entangled 
path.  In  a  moment  or  two  he  had  launched  into 
the  stream  in  a  very  little  skiff.  He  looked  about, 
wiped  his  brow,  and,  kneeling  down,  began  to 
push  eagerly  in  a  slanting  course,  with  his  poor 
board,  for  the  American  shore,  700  yards  distant. 

He  was  a  deserter  from  the  little  garrison  of 
Queenston.  We  sat  down  on  a  knoll  to  see  what 
would  happen. 

When  the  man  bad  got  half-way  across,  turn- 
ing our  heads,  with  a  natural  curiosity,  in  search 
of  some  pursuers,  we  saw,  with  beating  hearts, 
some  distance  up  the  river,  a  boat  with  four  sol- 
diers rowing  and  a  serjeant  steering,  in  full  rush, 
to  intercept  the  runaway. 

I  own  that  the  regimental  tj-iangles,*  clotted 
with  gore,  came  before  my  eyes,  and  I  earnestly 
wished  the  man   to  escape.     He,  too,  instantly 

*  A  wooden  tniot  to  vhieb  the  aoldier  to  be  flagged  u  tied. 


iua  daogar,  flnng  •  large  stoiM  oat 

into  the  nter,  duhed  hb  cap  on  tiM 

■  coracle,  and   cooDj,   but   moat 

|bt  with  hia  board. 
ooa  tima  I  waa  ton   that  ho  wt 

It    1  looked  momeatarUy  for  the  ' 

•t,  bat  the  aerjeaDt  waa  aaarmed — p« 

it. 

a  ehaaa,  thoogh  hot,  waa  abort.  Tbe  wb«de 
waa  ofer  io  fire  miautea.  The  four-oarei 
SoiDg  (with  tbe  current)  six  or  eight  milea 

lur,  pounced  upon  the  man  one  moment  too 

bad  barely  beached  his  cockle,  anatclied  up 
ap  and  bundle,  aud  disappeared,  without 
lony,  in  the  foreign  burih,  when  bis  pursnera 
t  by  him  with  tiucb  force  that  they  could  not 
themselves,  and  so  allowed  the  fugitive  to 
M>  far  inland  for  furlher  chase. 
r  heart  was  in  my  mouth  all  the  time,  and  I 
ipset  for  the  evening. 

•eriion  along  the  whole  Canadian  frontier  ia 
ent :  it  is  a  most  dishonourable  act ;  and  yet 

are  strong  inducements  to  be  guilty  of  it. 
Don  soldiers  often  become  tliorougbly  dia- 
d  with  ibeir  monotonous,  hopeless,  and  often 
ring  mode  of  life.  Among  no  class  of  man 
U  II.  o 


BtheBrilU 


DVt    WCr 

•  if 

MOD  of  land,  wixb  tke  svccc^of  a  domestie  aide 
of  hb  own.  Wick  sbA  i€i|Wifwwn^  wikat  wonder 
if  an  EngiiA  fftmaamz  soMaer  oikcn  diskjallj 
cro^&es  the  border  ? 

But,  practical^,  nine  oot  often  deserters  are 
driven  h\  want  into  the  American  anny — a  seiriee 
in  bad  repute,  most  irksome  in  peace,  and  espe- 
cially dangerous  in  war.  The  soldier  has  been  so 
long  provided  for  by  others,  that  he  usually  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  self- maintenance  and  continuoitf 
lal>our. 

I  was  once  present  at  the  roll-call  of  a  company 
of  infantr}'  at  Sacket's  Harbour  on  Lake  Ontario, 
a»id  every  name  was  British  or  German — there 
was  scarcely  one  American.  Their  Christian 
niunes,  Asahel,  Ira,  Zabulon,  &c.y  are  unmis- 
tiikuuble. 


EXCURSION  THE  SEVENTH. 

PAST  I. 
LAKB8  OVTABIO  AND  BIMCOB,  BTC. 

laMv  Jovnej  from  Qoebec  to  Montrad — A  Story  •  To  King- 
rtoB  cm  melting  ice — Disuten — Kingston — To  Tonmto  in  • 
boat  aloiig  abore — ^Toronto— Yonge  Street— Lake  Simcoe — ^The 
J^kmmm  Familj— Notawasaga  Carrying-place,  and  Hirer. 


Fob  the  purpose  of  making  my  descriptions  of 
each  district  the  more  clear,  com|iact,  and  con- 
tinaous,  it  may  be  remembered  that  I  8top|)ed 
•hort  in  the  Second  Excursion  at  the  entrance  of 
the  French  River  into  Lake  Huron ;  because  I 
then  only  skirted  in  a  hurried  manner  a  iiart  of 
the  north  shore  of  the  latter,  and  knew  but  little 
aboat  the  rest  of  that  fresh-water  flood. 

I  »hall  novr  h«*  enabled,  in  an  i-iirly  fwrt  of  this* 
eacurftion,  to  si)eak  fully  of  Ijiki*  Huron,  and 
then  tu  continue  my  narrative  in  an  orderly  laan- 
Ber  through  Lake  Sn|»erior  to  the  I^akt;  of  tlif 
Wood«,  in  South  Hudson  Bay. 
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In  the  summer  of  1823,  my  esteemed  friend  Cd. 
Delafield,*  the  American  agent  of  the  Boondair 
Commi9!>ion,  the  two  astronomers,  with  their  stiff 
and  myself,  were  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  it,  and 
Rainy  Lake,  another  very  large  body  of  water. 
The  ground  to  be  passed  over  on  the  way  thither 
was  mostly  new  to  me. 

The  British  portion  of  the  expedition  were  o^ 
dered  to  leave  Kingston,  in  Canada  West,  as  early 
in  the  year  as  possible,  in  a  beautiful  clinker-built 
boat  for  Toronto.  From  tbence  we  were  to  trans- 
port boat  and  baggage  thirty-seven  miles  by  Yonge 
Street,  in  a  waggon,  to  Holland's  Landing  on 
Lake  Simcoe ;  then  to  pass  into  Lake  Huron  by 
the  pretty  river  Notawasaga,  and  so  onwards  to 
Fort  William,  in  Lake  Superior.  At  Fort  Wil- 
liam we  were  to  find,  ready  for  us,  two  north 
canoes,  manned  by  six  voijayeurs  each.  In  these 
we  were  to  proceed  by  the  Grand  Portage,  along 
the  old  commercial  route,  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  while  the  American  party  were  to  pursue 
the  new  route  up  the  River  Kaministigua. 

As  this  excursion  is  long  and  diversified,  it  is 
naturally  divided  into  four  parts,  under  the  heads 
of — 1st,  The  St.  Lawrence,  Lakes  Ontario  and 

*  Now  Commaodant  of  West  Point  Military  Academy,  on  the 
Hudson  River,  state  of  New  York. 
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:  9d,  Likfl  Hnraa;  3d,  Lake  Superior; 
aad  4th,  The  Ukt  of  the  Woo^  fte. 

At  Ae  OomnwMfan  wu  to  meet  early  in  May, 
far  the  traiuaetfoii  of  bumaN,  at  Ki^irton  in 
UppvCanda,!  left  Qnebee,  together  with  CoL 
H^  the  BrhUi  agent,  in  the  flnt  week  in  Aprfl, 
180,  with  the  hope  of  amTing  at  Montreal  at 
laaM  boAre  the  approaefaing  thaws  sbooM  render 
the  roada  impaaeable. 

At  two  in  the  momiDg  of  the  appmntcd  day, 
Aerefore,  the  mosical  belb  of  the  sii^e  sledge 
(or  eahole.  at  the  Csnadian  calls  it)  were 
aonndiog  adown  the  street,  and  then  stopped 
at  my  door.  I  forthwith  stepped  in,  abundantly 
wcD  wrapped  up,  and  with  a  greea  vdl  tied  over 
my  heavy  fur  cap.  to  protect  my  eyes  from  the 
mow-glare. 

We  were  foor  in  number,  eielusire  of  onr  mil 
Pfcneh  driver.  Winter  travelling  in  Canada  is  de- 
Ughtful.  When  properly  clothed,  cold  it  only  seen, 
bat  not  felt.  It  is  probable  that  the  exhilaration 
■Bsvemlly  experienced  by  persona  in  health  in 
froaty  air,  may  partly  arise  from  a  given  bulk  of 
the  then  condensed  air  containing  more  lire-giving 
•aygan  than  at  higher  temperature*.  We  were 
fcrtanale  in  our  weather.  The  snow  was  welt 
laid,  and  at  critp  ae  salt ;  the  winds  were  rtilt ; 
■ad  tha  atara  rode  higb,  and  many,  in  a  eloadlaaa 
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sky  of  niTen  blae.  Oor  ttoat  Normandy  honet 
fdt  their  task  lightly,  and  made  excellent  way. 

The  whole  country  lay  under  a  white  mantle  of 
snow,  many  feet  deep,  burying  out  of  sight  Ike 
fences  of  the  fiirmer,  and  often  half-hiding  his 
house. 

We  were  soon  hurrying  through  the  pine  woods 
of  Carouge.  The  smooth  and  gently-hissing 
moTement  of  our  sledge  produced  a  dreaminess* 
which  gave  strange  forms  to  the  snow-loaded 
underwood,  and  t^  the  strong  lights  and  shadows 
sustained  high  in  the  air  by  the  tall  black  stems 
of  the  pines ;  while  here  and  there  we  had  mo- 
mentary glimpses  of  a  broad,  white,  sparkling 
world  beyond  the  wood — either  extensive  mea- 
dows or  the  ice-bound  St.  Lawrence  itself. 

The  night  appeared  long,  but  at  last  the  intense 
blue-black  of  the  sky  began  to  pale,  and  the  stars 
slowly  to  disappear ;  the  dull  grey  of  the  morn- 
ing in  the  east  slowly  overspread  the  hearens, 
followed,  after  a  weary  interval,  by  the  scarlet, 
pink,  green,  and  yellow  streamers  of  light  which 
harbinger  the  glorious  winter  day-spring  of  Ca- 
nada. We  shook  ourselves,  and  were  glad.  So 
fine  was  the  ice  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  that  at 
Point  auz  Trembles,  about  thirty  miles  above 
Quebec,  we  drove  down  to  it  and  travelled  on  the 
broad  bosom  of  the  river  for  forty  or  fifty  miles. 
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lingly  relieTed  from  the  rough  joltingt  of 
dM  highway. 

The  high  banks  on  both  sides,  the  woods  and 
hnbitataons,  were  all  snow-clad  and  at  rest,  saTO 
tttti  now  and  then  a  door  woald  open  at  the 
HNUid  of  our  horses*  bells.  The  day  became 
bMntifhl; — the  snn  a  ball  of  fire,  making  the 
MOW  and  frost-work  glitter  almost  painfully  to 
Ae  eyes. 

The  ice  was  as  smooth  as  glass,  and  so  trans- 
parent that  we  could  see  the  long  tangled  weeds 
bdow,  visibly  trembling  in  the  current.  I  leaned 
over  the  sides  of  the  sledge  to  sec  any  fish,  if  pos- 
sible, but  in  rain. 

There  is  danger  in  very  smooth  ice,  arising 
from  the  unsteady  traction  bringing  the  sledge 
round  before  the  horses,  on  any  accidental  sharp 
poll.  This  occurred  to  us.  Just  when  least  ex- 
pected, while  Jean  Baptiste  was  fumbling  in  his 
pocket,  with  his  glove  in  hi^  mouth,  our  vehicle 
swung  round,  caught  on  something  rough,  and 
orer  we  all  went  on  the  hard  ice,  with  some 
violence. 

Great,  for  a  moment  or  two,  were  our  surprise 
and  confusion  ;  but  no  ono  was  hurt.  Old  Judge 
R—  blackguarded  the  driver  furiously  ;  but  as 
bis  French  was  very  Scotch,  it  did  no  harm.  I 
bond  myself  sitting  unhurt  on  a  hat-box,  pressed 
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mf  flat  ms  a  pancake.  Some  broken  trices 
were  soon  repaired,  and  we  were  again  onder 
way. 

At  one  o*clock  we  dined  on  motton  chops  and 
potatoes,  and  fancied  oarselves  warmed  with  hot 
mm  toddr.  In  half-an-hoor  we  were  pleased  to 
monnt  and  be  off.  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  this 
joameT  to  Montreal,  nor  in  general  notice  oar 
meals  and  relavs. 

m 

At  the  post-hoase  of  Batiscan  I  thought  mvself 
too  warm,  having  on  two  pairs  of  pantaloons  (as 
is  the  habit  of  the  countrx  ).  Standinor  beside  the 
sltHigo,  I  therefore  took  off  one  pair,  and  got  in 
ac^iu.  surrouiided  by  a  group  of  idlers  waiting  to 
see  us  start.  I  had  seated  uivself,  and  was  list- 
lesslv  luakinc:  marks  on  the  snow,  when  I  noticed 
a  small  n^uiid  paper  package  on  the  ground,  and 
another  and  another.  They  proved  to  be  doub- 
loons, worth  nearly  four  pounds  each,  which  had 
fisJIen  out  of  my  pockets.  Just  as  I  picked  up  the 
third,  the  driver's  whip  set  the  horses  off  at  a 
gallop.  Another  moment  lost  and  I  should  have 
been  a  severe  loser.  We  slept  that  night  at  Ma- 
chiche,  two  stages  beyond  Three  Rivers.  The 
latter  we  did  not  enter,  but  passed  it  on  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

We  went  115  miles  that  day  without  any 
fatigue.    The  horses  were  always  ready,  and  the 
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skilful  and  ItTely.  Their  sctiTity  in  nm* 
DAging  th^  sledge  is  saqirising.  If  they  tee  ft 
iifficolty  ft-head  which  is  not  to  be  overcome  with 
the  reins,  they  jump  off  at  full  speed,  end  by  main 
force  wrench  the  rushing  vehicle  out  of  harm's 
way  — a  mass  of  ice,  a  snow  bank,  or  a  deep 
rut.  Laying  hold  of  the  sledge,  they  will  run 
ilongside  of  it  for  half  an  hour  with  frolicking 


The  next  day  we  were  off  at  four  a.m.  We 
r|uitted  the  St.  I^wrence  and  followed  the  high 
road  oil  its  banks,  aloni;  the  i^troet  of  bouses 
I  hate  noticed  before,  oceafionally  crossing  a 
fruzeii  stream.  We  hud  four  horses  for  two  or 
three  »to{;es,  on  account  of  their  lengtli.  One  of 
the  drivers  here  was  n  Vermont  man.  His  team, 
or  >imn,  were  large  bright  bays,  in  first-rate  con- 
dition and  in  perfect  discipline.  Although  cx- 
cecdiu:;lv  skilful,  this  man  was  careless.  Now 
hf  went  at  a  HnaiVs  pace ;  in  a  moment  after- 
wartls  he  would  whi9|>er  **  Hist!**  and  we  were 
galloping  at  full  s|)eed  n|i  an  ascent,  perhaps, — 
which  he  called  sparing  his  cattle. 

It  is  quite  common  in  Canada,  as  elsewhere, 
for  logs  of  timber  to  lie  un  the  road-side,  and 
sonietimrs  not  a  little  in  the  wav.  We  were 
going  at  top  speed ;  our  driver  bad  turned  round 
to  speak  to  Judge  U ,  when  we  struck  full 
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agaiml  tbe  end  of  one  of  thcie  logs.  Tliemnrrd 
WM  thby  that  all  the  Tiolenee  was  expended  on 
the  tniees.  They  snapped  like  threads.  No  one 
was  hort.  The  sledge  remained  motionless^  held 
liaek  lij  the  log,  and  the  liberated  horses  stood 
tremUing  a  few  yards  before  us. 

We  went  roond  the  shores  of  Lake  St.  Peter — 
not  on  it,  on  aocoont  of  the  roughness  of  the 
packed  ioe. 

I  was  extremely  pleased  with  this  portion  of 
Canada,  the  seigniories  of  Berthier  and  St.  Eliza- 
beth. The  houses  were  numerous  and  good,  with 
much  land  under  tillage;  and  the  people  looked 
comfortable  and  cheerful.  I  saw  that  in  summer 
this  was  a  pleasant  country,  with  its  winding 
streams,  lanes  of  willows,  wych-elms  standing 
everywhere,  solitary  and  large — and  with  shel- 
tering hills  rising  high  in  the  rear.  ^*  Here  the 
most  fastidious,"  thought  I,  **  might  be  well  con- 
tent to  dwell." 

Early  in  the  day  we  arrived  at  Montreal,  and 
took  up  our  abode  at  the  Mansion- House  Hotel ; 
the  lady-like  hostess  proving  to  be  an  English 
acquaintance  of  mine  in  years  past. 

While  dining  there,  on  the  day  of  our  arrival, 
with  certain  officers  and  temporary  residents,  a 
commander  of  the  navy,  carrying  a  cloak  and 
small  portmanteau,  walked  into  the  room. 
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•*  Hey ! "  cried  several  Toices  at  once,  ••  what 
has  brooght  yoa  here?" 

He  looked  ditcomposed  and  flushed,  when  he 
answered,  ^^The  same  thing  that  took  me  away 
— mosic:  but  more  and  worse.  I  left  because 
the  landlord  (Martinnaut)  would  not  stop  the 
flute  in  the  next  bed-chamber  to  mine.  I  have 
returned  (knife,  fork,  and  plate,  waiter!)  because 
my  neighbour  at  Clamp's  Coffee-house  plays  day 
and  night  on  the  key-buglc/* 

As  we  (lid  not  leave  Montreal  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  we  acce|»t(Hl  several  invitations, — one  espe- 
cially tu  an  evenin*]^  party,  at  the  house  of  a  rich 
old  Canadian.  Several  officers  were  there;  one 
of  whom,  us  tall,  stitf,  and  slender  as  a  Polish 
lance,  I  thought  at  the  time  was  exceedingly 
attentive  to  a  pretty  little  orphan  niece  of  our 
entertainer. 

i  >ne  of  the  onlinary  miseries  of  a  garrison 
town  \h  the  pro|>ensity  of  the  young  and  fair  to 
rum  themselves,  and  break  the  hearts  of  their 
fond  friends,  by  iucoiisiderate  marriages  with 
oflicers  of  scanty  nieann. 

A  week  after  this  evening  party  saw  the  niece 
a  bride,  t4)  the  boundless  ;;rief  of  the  worthy  old 
uncle. 

The  young  lady  had  an  u«4'ful  thousand  pounds 
in  her  pocket. 
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It  10  bappeDed,  that  two  dajrt  after  the  mar- 
riage we  left  Montreal  for  KiDgiton,  Tery  early 
in  a  moet  bitter  morning  (April  20),  and  aboat 
seren  A.M.  we  came  in  sight,  at  La  Chine,  of  Like 
St.  Loais,  full  of  ice,  floating  trees,  Ac.,  and  tiie 
road  a  quagmire  of  mud  and  ice. 

We  made  comparatively  rapid  progress,  be- 
caose  we  had  good  horses;  and  so  we  passed, 
among  other  people,  the  new-married  couple,  on 
their  way  to  join  their  regiment  at  Kingston  (200 
mile»)y  in  a  one-horse  gig;  the  tall  officer  driving, 
the  delicate  young  creature  chatting  and  laugh- 
ing under  the  inclement  sky.  Two  large  boxes, 
▼oyage-wom,  were  in  front,  and  a  ragamuffin 
lad  was  perched  behind,  to  bring  the  equipage 
back  at  the  end  of  the  stage.  I  sighed  to  see 
regimental  hardships  so  soon  begun ;  but  they 
are  usually  borne  with  light  hearts. 

My  aged  and  cautious  fellow-traveller.  Colonel 

H ,  made  some  very  incontrovertible  remarks 

on  the  transaction,  which  I  omit. 

Two  years  afterwards,  I  met  accidentally  the 
young  lady  in  one  of  the  passages  of  Kingston 
Barracks.  Although  her  cheeks  were  pale,  and 
somewhat  hollow,  she  still  smiled  ;  for  the  Rifle- 
man had  proved  a  good  husband.  How  or 
when  they  contrived  to  reach  Kingston  I  cannot 
imagine. 
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Daring  tlie  lut  d&jr  or  two  of  oitr  forced  •uty 
tt  Montreal  a  iiuddeii  thaw  Mt  in,  which  would 
har«  prevented  our  reaching  Kingslos  in  time 
for  the  CommiMiou  Conference,  bad  we  not  set 
out  on  the  instant.  It  n  well  known  that  on 
■ueb  occasions  the  roads  in  Canada  become  im- 
pauable.  Carriage*  and  horses  are  therefore 
rnked  only  un  exorbitant  terms.  Onlj  reflect 
on  the  immense  vallev  of  Upper  Canada,  orer- 
tprcad  with  enow  and  ice,  now  melting,  and 
dmwiiini;  nil  tliini;-!  (iuriiii;  their  tcilious  journey 
(luun  the  ^t.  Ijiwrciii-p  and  its  Irilmrurit's,  to  tlic 
■  •reaii.  Were  it  not  for  n  iinivi-iiflii  of  tiniiire,  by 
rtafon  of  wliicli  tb<!  snow  nnd  icv  of  all  itiiennely 
cold  countries  nidt  wttli  |;rt-at  Klowness,  farms, 
M>il,  huu!^;^,  and  people  in  <'anada,  would  lif 
swept  uway  altui:clliur. 

\Vc  ciinlrivod  tii  e^l>^s  the  he»d  of  Luke  St. 
Ix>ui«,  ni-ar  (bf  locks  uf  the  Cascades,  on  slusliy. 
boiic\ooml}  ice  —  iiut  very  pleasant  to  inovH  ahuiit 
ujMjn;  and  puniiin};  ilif  common  ruad  at  the 
nie  of  one  or  twn  mile*  an  hour,  we  at  length 
arrived  at  C<Meau  <Iu  \mc,  a  stmall  clutter  of 
b«.u»e*  at  the  biwrr  end  o{  the  l^ke  St.  rranci-i, 
forty-four  miles  fnim  Montreal. 

Wc  aUpi  at  the  rude-luokii);;,  hut  really  civil, 
•Ad   French  hedge-inn,  not  far  from   the  pictur- 
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eaqoe  eroM,  which  we  tee  in  Butlett**  tnitUU 
iluteh  of  this  spot. 

I  retain  a  lively  remembranee  of  the  monBtaiB 
of  mnk  feathen  whidi  compoeed  oar  heda,  aad 
whieh  all  bat  anothered  ni. 

Starting  earlj  next  morning,  we  were  pleavd 
to  find  that  Lake  St.  Frande  (26  milee  bjr  6)) 
wonld  bear  a  sledge.  Along  it,  therefore,  we 
went  at  a  dapping  pace  for  many  miles ;  hat  H 
the  day  drew  on,  large  rents  in  the  ice  began  to 
form,  a  mile  long  each,  with  partial  sinkings  and 
over6ow8.  We  therefore  left  the  take  a  little 
above  the  Hirer  Haisin. 

We  then  qaitted  the  sledge,  and  were  glad  of  s 
common  cart  to  carry  us  over  the  half-frozen  and 
deep  slndge  of  the  road,  and  throogfa  a  cleared 
flat  country,  deformed  with  the  ngly  Virginis 
fences  and  tree^tumpa,  but  dotted  with  good 
houses  in  front  of  dense  woods,  all  looking  blank 
and  dismal  enough  at  this  period  of  the  year. 

We  stopped,  weary,  cold,  and  bespattered,  at 
the  pretty  village  of  Cornwall,  a  tittle  above  the 
head  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  and  seventy-eight  miles 
from  Montreal.  It  was  the  first  considerable 
collection  of  bouses  we  had  seen  in  Upper  Canada. 

(jood  work,  considering,  we  made  next  day; 
for  we  reached  Prescott,  forty  miles  from  Com- 


wall,  m  a  qpnag  vacp*-  On-  md,  nA  m 
dw  MMM  Idt  itfpMMd  Ihiuib  »  prcdMlm 
Wfc  MHihr  eMortry,  aad  m  akM  to  tha  St 
l^wwee  riw^a  »  qaidi  oamtf*  aad  aftia  a 
MGif  nfki—fUaglmg  otar  ladgas  of  nek,  and 
tmmag  klawb  of  — pla  aad  oak.  SIbm  aqr 
iW^  gj^pntie  iliip-aaaah  Iwra  Immi  km  so*- 
■liauHil,  te  tih*  tnmit  vt  paodMa  aad  faada; 
aad  die  tnfie  ia  alraady  Tafj  gnat, 

IWoogb  tbe  ifpanii^  betwaan  the  klHatb  m 
the  wide  river  we  see  the  American  tbore,  and 
tbe  town  of  Weddiogtoii,  which,  beiog  od  a  riung 
bank,  appean  to  advtDtage. 

Coloael  Fraaer  has  a  good  hotue,  twelve  milee 
below  Pmcott :  ten  uilee  below  which  town  we 
trotted  briskly  through  the  battle-field  of  ChrTtt- 
ler'a  Fano  (1813).  It  waa  a  very  important 
▼ietory.  1  looked  aiteotivel;  at  the  soene,  aad 
rgoiced  that  1  waa  there  after  the  fraj.  The 
Talgar  &atnea«  of  the  ground,  the  aiagnant 
ditches,  tbe  mossjr,  rotten  fences,  the  dwarfed 
leaflees  trees,  and  the  drowsj  creaking  of  a  pot- 
honae  sign  bard  by,  indiepoeed  me  for  a  patriot's 
death.— tbeie,  at  least. 

Four  miles  below  Prescott,  a  OoTeraor  of 
Upper  Canada  ordered  a  town  to  be  bnilt ;  but 
Nature  said  "  No,"  and  beat  the  Governor ;  tkere 
bang    DO    eoDTenient    barboar.     Manj  hoaaai 
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wore  erected ;  bat  there  is  nothing  left  of  JohsB- 
toim  bat  a  fair  ihabby  raina. 

I  hope  that  there  is  at  this  da;  a  better  inn  iC 
Preaoolt  (127  miles  from  Montreal)  than  m 
found  on  this  occasion.  We  met  with  great  cin- 
li^,  bat  fe«r  blankets,  with  little  to  eat ;  and  a 
freer  Tentilation  than  was  agreeable  throngh  the 
cracks  in  the  wooden  walls  of  onr  bed-chambers. 

A  few  handred  yards  east  of  Prescott  is  tbfe 
finest  specimen  of  a  military  block-house  in  Ca- 
nada. It  is  called  Fort  WeltiDgton,  aad  is  placed 
on  a  flattened  mound  overlooking  the  St.  Law- 
rence. It  will  contain  six  hundred  men  at  a 
pinch,  I  am  told.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  sketch 
its  interior,  with  the  ingenious  contrivances  for 
stowing  away  men,  ammunition,  and  provisions. 
Neither  has.  Mr.  Bartlett  sketched  it,  although 
it  would  have  told  well  amid  the  surroanding 
scenery.* 

Half  a  mile  still  further  east,  near  one  or  two 
windmills,  a  shai^)  fight  took  place  in  1837,  be- 
tween the  British  troops  and  a  party  of  American 
Sympathisers.  The  latter  were  welt  worsted,  and 
either  killed,  taken  prisoners,  or  driven  across 
the  river. 

*  Under  the  mlli  of  the  fort,  unong  large  rolled  primitiTC 
roc^  I  finiDd  miwet  of  lead  on,  mock  berjl,  inthophjllitc,  Ac. 
in  fine  ciTftalt. 
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PnMott  u  ft  lne\j  Utile  place,  of  2000  in- 
faabitaots  (1&47),  with  four  charchM  and  chapelt. 
It  coaiUte  of  two  principal  itreets,  containiag 
wwDfl  decent  boose*,  with  barrackB  in  the  rear, 
occopiad  by  a  company  of  inftntry. 

The  St.  Lawrence  is  at  this  spot  a  mile  and  a 
qaarter  broad,  with  a  steam-ferry  to  the  Ame- 
ricao  town  opposite, C^ensburgh, — a  place  whicb 
exhibits  many  evidences  of  prosperity,  being 
planted  at  the  river-outlet  of  a  rich  and  com- 
paratively populous  liack-cuiiiitry,  t'amouH  fur  its 
wbeatand  iron  ore;  and,  porhap*' justly,  for  illicit 
commerce  with  I'pper  Canada  (txi'Iiaiigiii^r  teas, 
kc.  for  broadcluth,  6iC.) 

The  next  day  we  proceeded  otiwanls,  for  iht- 
first  twenty  miles  through  n  euunlry  at  any  other 
lime  a^ecablc,  full  of  rivor- views  uiid  agricultu- 
ral land»ca))es,  and  containing  the  haudsomc  and 
showy  town  of  Dmckville  (|>upnlutiuu,  '2)11  in 
1M7),  twelve  inik-8  from  I'ri-wutl,  iiml  cixty-two 
from  Kingttron.  It  i-^  ehieti)  built  of  M«nc,  and 
many  of  its  houses  wunKl  be  thought  oxtellciit  in 
Euro|Mr.  It  enjoys  the  cuninierce  of  a  ferlile, 
well-ivttled  'li-ilrict  in  the  rear. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  ISrockvilh'  in  in 
everj'  direction  charming — heauliful  liilU  beliiud, 
partly  in  woo<i9  ami  partly  in  grerniiward  —  while 
the  river-front  is  a  sweet  scene  of  rocky  i>let  and 
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pkcid  fltmm,  with  MorrU  Towa,  a  cIuMe^^' 
white  hoasea  on  the  American  shore. 

Bat  DOW  we  entered  a  semi-buliaroue  country 
of  forest,  innumerable  roeky  mounds,  liuUi  pondi 
and  lakes,  with  a  few  miserable  clearances,  and 
an  uncouth  peasantry,  bard-to-do — such  ob  we 
flee  in  Switzerland,  wfaea  we  leate  tbe  fat  vales 
and  ascend  the  alpine  acclintics.  The  road* 
were  only  passable  at  a  foot's  pace,  with  many  a 
deep  slough  and  knobt^  rock  in  the  way.  We 
saw  scarce  a  living  thing,  save  a  Serjeant  or  two 
— a  bird  very  like  our  blackbird,  but  having 
scarlet  epaulettes. 

This  rugged  tract  is  a  spur,  abo'jt  seventy  miles 
broad,  of  primitive  rocks,  going  southwards  from 
the  vast  formations  iu  the  north  of  that  class, 
and  connecting  them  with  those  of  the  Vn 
States. 

We  at  length  arrived  at  Andrews'   Inn, 
Mallory's  Town,  on  the  high-road  to  Kingaton; 
and  very  thankfully. 

This  family,  a  fine  specimen  of  the  true  Yankee^ 
took  to  us  coolly,  with  none  of  the  ^ile  politeneM 
of  our  hosts  at  Cuteau  du  Lac. 

Arriving  late,  and  leaving  early,  we  saw  no* 
thing  of  the  men ;  but  the  womenkind  were  tall, 
good-looking,  and  barely  civil.  I  learnt  the  vtrj 
characteristic  names  of  two  of  the  daughters,  u 
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I  was  dresttng  in  the  dark,  between  five  and  aix 
next  morning,  in  a  sort  of  lean-to,  commnni- 
eating  with  the  bouse,  and  which  served  as  my 
dormitory. 

**  Irene/*  says  one  of  them,  ^  yoa  have  not 
washed  np  the  dishes  yet." 

**Jio^  Aarely,"  replied  the  other;  '* neither 
have  yon  scoured  the  kitchen  floor." 

My  blankets  here  were  again  thin  and  few, 
and  the  crannies  in  the  wall  wide  and  many. 

A  sketch  of  this  inn  and  its  cnvironji  is  given. 

We  niii^lit  be  thirty-five  miles  from  Kingston 
at  this  inn,  and  were  therefore  drawing  near  our 
journey's  end. 

The  road,  however,  only  became  worse,  if  pos- 
<iible,  and  the  country,  chiefly  a  forest,  more 
thickly  studded  with  mounds  ofgneis  or  of  white 
marble  or  serpentine.  Houses  were  very  rare. 
We  widom  saw  the  St.  Lawrence :  when  we  did, 
it  wa«  black,  swollen,  and  full  of  moving  fields 
of  ice. 

There  had  been  during  the  night  a  frost  after 
a  warmish  mi$t  on  the  preceding  day.  This  had 
the  curious  but  well-known  etfrct  of  sheathing 
tXie  woixis  in  ice  a  quarter  or  half  an  inch  thick. 
The  stiff,  white-candied  limbs  of  the  trees  strike 
the  eye  very  strangely  ;  but  the  weight  of  the 
idded  matter  often  breaks  the  young  trees  aud 
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middle-uztid  boughs,  over  very  extenriva  db- 
tricts. 

This  whole  day  \ras  heavy  enough.  It-im 
priacipatly  spent  amoog  miry  woods,  bogi,  aid 
rocks,  with  the  exception  of  two  cultivated  jdab^ 
on  one  of  which  we  dined,  and  which  wera  laral 
and  fertile,  from  being  baped  on  limeatone. 

But  evening  set  in  again  in  those  diabeprtuh 
ing  and  desolate  places.  We  felt  that  we.iren 
abroad  most  inauspiciously.  A  thick,  chill  §og 
arose,  brc^athing  additional  glonm  end  obscurity 
upon  us.  Our  pnce  grew  even  elacker  than 
before,  which  to  an  Englishman  would  seem  im- 
possible. 

In  (act,  we  had  thick  derkness  all  around.  We 
saw  that  our'  horses  must  fail,  although  frvsh 
from  Brockville  and  well  rested  at  Andrews'. 
They  could  not  support  the  ceaseless  strain  and 
the  occasional  extra  effort  whipped  out  of  them. 
We  were  thinking  of  humanity  and  of  haldng 
(where  1),  when  we  suddenly  plunged  into  a  deep 
hole,  and  broke  our  axle-tree,  at  between  seven 
and  eight  p.u. 

We  sent  the  driver  to  the  next  house  for  help 
and  light.  It  was  a  good  mile  off.  He  did  not 
return  for  three  hours.  As  there  was  no  aid  to 
be  had  at  the  iii'st  house,  he  had  to  go  further; 
and  there  he  had  met  with  comfort,  if  I  am  to 
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judge  by  his  renoratod  looki.  Bat  I  ought  to 
meotioD,  that  when  he  returned  to  nt  I  was  within 
an  aee  of  discharging  a  pistol  at  him. 

Not  liking  the  neighbourhood,  so  near  the  fron- 
tiers, although  in  reality  there  was  little  danger, 
I  sat  on  watch,  with  a  loaded  pistol,  on  the  dri* 
▼er*s  seat,  which  was  higher  than  the  body  of  the 
waggon,  and  commanded  a  long  lane  or  arenue 
of  trees,  ^  not  that  I  could  then  see  up  it. 

There  sitting  a  rery  long  time,  in  a  half-frosen, 
dreamy  state,  I  saw  a  gleam  on  the  more  distant 
trees, — their  massy  pine  branches  metamorphosed 
crery  moment  into  some  new  and  ghostly  shape 
by  the  light  and  the  fog.  In  the  centre  of  the 
gleam  was  a  ball  of  white  iirc,  rather  high  in  the 
mir,  which  slowly— very  slowly  —  enlarged,  qui- 
rered,  briijchtened,  and  glared,  until  it  came  quite 
close  to  me  and  filled  all  things,  when  I  actually 
fcremmed  out  and  tried  to  point  the  pi«tol  at  the 
adTancing  object.  But  fortunately  the  truth  oe* 
curred  to  me  that  it  mif^lit  i>e  Jonathan,  our 
drirer,  with  his  lantern  held  high  over  his  head 
that  he  might  see  the  better. 

Jonathan  it  was,  and  he  brought  us  good  news, 
— that  we  must  walk  some  couple  of  miles  to  a 
fiinn-house,  where  a  spring- waggon,  well  filled 
with  straw,  would  be  ready  to  carry  us  on  to  King- 
ston, then  eight  or  nine  miles  distant. 
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Haring  placed  onr  trifling  baggage  OB  du 
hone*,  ire  wearilj  trndged  to  the  prmiiiaed  refbge, 
and  were  soon  off  again.  Onr  oarriage  wm  left 
in  the  road  till  morning. 

While  taking  a  little  refreehment,  I  ooaU  net 
help  smiling  at  the  ehildren  and  &mi-helpen, — 
half  dressed,  reused  from  their  beds,  peeinng  at 
OS  from  behind  the  elders,  with  wonderment  and 
pity.  We  had  fidlen  into  the  hands  of  deenit 
people. 

B;  way  of  climax  to  the  hardships  of  the  day, 
sooD  after  we  got  nestled  in  the  straw  a  gentle 
rain,  mixed  with  a  few  soft  flakes  of  snow,  began 
to  fall ;  and  this  after  a  time  thickened  into  a 
eontinnous  soaking  shower.  This  misery,  addi- 
tional to  the  bad  roads  and  darkness,  quite  upset 
us.  Umbrellas  were  vain  things ;  onr  hats  were 
softened  almost  into  pnlp,  and  our  clothes  shined 
io  the  light  of  the  lantern  as  if  dipped  in  oil,  with 
the  thorough  steeping  we  were  nndei^oing. 

I  expected  a  mortal  cold,  but  was  disappointed. 
We  sat  shivering  through  the  tedions  night ;  now 
and  then  faintly  smiling  at  oar  forlorn  estate. 

One  o'clock  in  the  morning  showed  ns  the 
lights  of  Kingston — dim  and  few,  and  the  com' 
fertable  old  hotel,  since  deceased. 

We  were  fit  for  nothing  bat  warm  tea  and  s 
bed  ;  these  we  had,  and  a  bath  in  the  morning. 
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This  jonrne;  of  two  penou  from  Qoebec  to 
Kiogiton  (380  miln)  eoit  90/.  In  the  coarae  of 
iMt  war.  Colonel  BonDycwtle  statm  that  each 
tbdl  wot  Irotii  Quebec  to  Kingston  «ost  the 
toantrj  a  guinea. 

A  talented  traveller,  speaking  of  the  vicinity  of 
KiogitOD,  Kays,  "  the  canse  which  lias  surronnded 
Toronto  with  a  desert  has  done  the  same  for  King- 
ttoD,  otherwise  well  situated.  On  the  east  side  of 
Kingston  tou  may  travel  for  miles  together  with- 
oat  seeing  a  human  (Iwellin;; ;  llic  roads  accord- 
ingly are  nioitt  ubominaltlc  tu  tlit'  irales  of  this 
the  largest  tonn  in  the  province."     Nut  so  now. 

The  oauM  he  n-fvnf  tu  is  the  liint!  being  in  the 
hands  tifaltscntef'!'  and  others  making  no  a»e  of 
il.  but  the  fact  i^,  the  Innd  i"  nftt-n  not  worlli 
cullivation,  and  the  roHils  theiusolveii  are  very 
little  u»ed.  They  are  tolcrulilc  in  siinimer,  and  in 
winter  nil  defects  arc  hid  under  ^now. 

Tile  day  after  our  iirrival  the  Conimis^ion  Ih-'^u 
itK  ithort  n'Mion,  the  other  nicnilH-rs  of  it  having 
contrived  tu  make  ilieir  Bp[>eorttnce  fruoi  tiieir 
■everal  iiunie!!. 

Wf  were  cnf^H?^  for  wvcnil  days  in  jjeneral 
oonferenees,  verifying  accuunlH,  examining  the 
beautiful  ina|M,  which  ('2)  inches  to  the  geo- 
graphical mile)  had  )*een  completed  during  the 
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past  winter,  ftnd  in  laying  down  inatmetion*  far 
the  lervice  of  the  coming  Bammer. 

Tbeae  thinga  done,  the  Commiirionen  4»- 
•patched  the  working  party  already  ennoMralad 
on  their  long  journey  of  1400  miles.  Until  Ae 
month  of  November  they  were  to  lose  ngfat  of 
cirilised  life. 

Kingston  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  agraeaUe 
residence, — stirring,  healthy,  and  cheap.  Tlie 
enTirons  being  elevated,  the  spectator  walks 
amid  an  ever-changing  panorama,  firstly  of  the 
comely  town  itself,  and  then  of  the  high  promon- 
tones,  Frederic  and  Henry,  crowned  with  forts 
and  barracks — of  dockyards,  with  men-of-war 
on  the  stocks — of  large  and  fertile  islands, — and 
in  the  south-west,  of  the  open  and  breesy  lake. 

Kingston  is  the  priacipal  naval  deput  for  the 
Canadas,  and  is  strongly  garrisoned.  Function- 
aries in  the  legal  and  other  branches  of  the  public 
service  are  also  numerous ;  bo  that  a  large  and 
agreeable  society  is  collected  here. 

European  intelligence  is  received  quickly,  vi£ 
Sacket's  Harbour,  the  corresponding  U.  S.  naval 
station.     Books  are  exceedingly  cheap. 

Kingston  is  immeasurably  improved  since  ray 
visit.  I  do  not  pretend  to  describe  it.  To- 
gether with  its  suburbs,  it  now  contains  1 1,000 
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inbabiuntf,  with  ten  charclies  mil  chapelt, 
nioely-fourUiTema!!  nine  bakers!  seven  butchers! 
three  booksellers,  and  two  saasage-makers.  It 
has  an  imposiog  edifice  for  various  public  par- 
poses,  entirely  of  hewn  stone,  at  the  cost  of 
1H,000/.  There  is  a  college,  two  dTil  hospitals, 
a  mechanics'  institute,  and,  indeed,  the  appliances 
and  comforts  which  in  Hnicland  are  only  found 
ID  much  larger  towns.  The  best  bridge  in  Ca- 
nada u  that  wliich  (lOTL-mntciit  has  built  across 
Cataraqui  Bay,  In  connect  P"im  Henry  with 
Kinirston.  At  tlie  Iwck  of  tlie  town  are  large 
roomy  Uirriicks  for  tin-  folilicry. 

On  tlie  14lli  of  May  nv  took  our  leave  and 
<>ni1iarked  on  board  a  roomy  open  boat,  to  coast 
Ijike  Ontario  as  lur  nt  Toronto.  181  miles  from 
Kingston,  uiid  fioui  ttienci-  to  prucecd  in  her,  via 
Vonge  Street  and  I.uke  Simtoe,  to  Fort  William 
in  Lake  Su|ierior,  nnd  so  on,  &f  already  iiien- 
lioncJ. 

The  voyage  wnn  coiuuitinced  vrith  glouuiy  fore- 
bodings of  rbrnmntifm  and  ague  ;  but  tbey  were 
only  partially  veritiL-iI.  During  il<(  cuur>c  I  hod  in- 
numerable o|)|>ortuniticH  of  admiring  tbe  patience 
and  gcHl-humour  of  my  cunijianionit  under  an- 
noyances and  privation*,  severe  in  ibeir  kind,  and 
endured  (as  1  could  not  endure  them)  for  the 
hundredth  time. 
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W«  eouted  eloM  io  shore  hj  "Enmt  TWa, 
Bath,  Adolpbtu  Town,  wad  NappHiiwe,  twcn^ 
milei,  to  the  month  of  the  lu^  and  aingnkr 
Bay  <tf  Qoint^,  along  a  fcnDing  coantry,  with  a 
men  glimpM  of  one  <xr  two  of  the  towna,  or 
rather  Tillage,  ja»t  named. 

We  encamped  in  a  swamp  dose  to  the  lake. 
The  lain  fell  in  torrents,  and  soon  went  throng 
onr  one  thin  tent,  giving  ns  a  foretaste  of  good 
times  to  oome.  The  tent,  I  may  now  obserre, 
tmrely  allowed  the  three  gentlemen  who  occo- 
[Hed  it  to  lie  down  side  by  ude  in  close  con- 
tact 

The  Bay  of  Qaint£  is  very  eingnlarly  formed, 
between  the  iir^pilar  peninsula  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward's county  on  the  south,  and  the  main  land  of 
the  midland  district  on  the  north.  Its  length, 
throcgh  its  various  windings,  is  fifty  miles,  and 
its  breadth  varies  from  one  to  five.  It  has  seve- 
ral arms  or  sounds  in  different  directions,  from 
two  to  ux  miles  long.  It  is  very  picturesque 
when  the  traveller  is  fiurly  within  it,  and  so  con- 
tinues to  its  head,  the  Carrying-place, — the  pro- 
montories being  oflen  lofty,  tree-crowned,  and 
surrounded  by  broad  sheets  of  water,  spotted  with 
islets.  Large  farm-houses  of  grey  stone,  villages, 
and  even  towns,  such  as  Belleville  and  Hallowell, 
are  perpetually  showing  themselves.     The  ride 
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froTD  Kingston  to  Belleville  passe*  ihrongh  a 
eharming  eonntry. 

Opposite  Capt.  Wiltianu's  fine  &nn,  near  a 
ferry,  is  sitnated  the  Lake  of  the  Mountain.  It 
diseharges  into  Lake  Ontario  bcaotifully,  by  a 
cascade  shaded  by  pines,  from  a  height  (by  guess) 
of  150  feet. 

Tbe  Cairyiog-pUce,  leading  from  the  Bay  of 
Quiiitu  to  tbe  open  lake,  is  two'thirds  of  a  mile 
broad,  and  ban  a  few  bouRes  and  stores.  A 
steamer  from   Kingston  vinitB  it  pvery  day. 

The  rinly  instance  of  niitciiefls  [  evi-r  met  with 
in  the  Canailiu>,  while  geolo(n'ii>C.  look  place 
here,  while  lirenking  eome  frnp;inent8  of  liraestone, 
in  a  stony  fitlil  whoM  fcc-fimiile  wuh  not  worth  ten 
lihillii)^^.  The  (inner  cnnic  up  abruptly  to  me, 
and  said,  "  What  yoti  artj  n)K>ii(,  thraithini;  my 
land  with  yniir  hammer,  I  cniiiiot  iiuDtnoG:  but  I 
will  nut  cuD'er  it."  And  he  nipiestod  me  to  leave 
fortliwiih,  whioh  I  did.  Previously  to  this  f^n- 
tlemauH  arrival,  I  had  fuuiid  many  silurian 
fuMiU  there. 

There  is  liiile  loreconl  reiii>crtin|i  this  coasting 
Toyagc  to  Toronto.  W'e  usually  kept  close  in 
sboff,  and  thun  saw  but  lilllc  of  the  interior. 
WhfTt:  we  had  a  glimpce  of  it,  the  land  rose 
•lowly  to  a  moderate  height,  either  in  flats  or 
buinmockH. 
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The  immediate  ahwt  (opon  wbieh  I  kept  mf 
ejTM  eoDstuitly  fixed,  in  bopM  of  finding  a  mam* 
moth)  widom  exhibited  live  rock,  but  alw^v 
dMjt  Mnd,  and  gravel,  in  banks ;  and  beadiM, 
or  rosbj  manhes,  lining  a  MieceMion  of  bayi. 

Hie  first  remarkable  featore  westward  is  Prei- 
qaigle,  a  broad,  low  promontory  of  woods  and 
gnus,  at  tbe  end  of  a  bay  three  miles  across.  It 
is  often  used  fiir  a  harbour. 

For  many  miles  west  of  Presquisle  we  have 
only  small  bays ;  but  we  were  mach  interested  in 
obserring,  at  a  greater  or  less  distance  inland, 
(100  to  600  yards)  well-marked,  ancient  beaches, 
either  in  the  shape  of  rocky  walls,  of  long  ridges 
of  clean  bowlders,  or  of  sand, — -especially  ten 
miles  west  of  Presquisle, 

Coburgh,  serenty-two  miles  from  Toronto, 
pleased  us  mncli.  It  stands  at  the  mouth  of 
Jones's  Creek,  on  a  high  gravelly  bank.  It  is 
well  laid  out  in  good  streets,  with  many  excellent 
baildings,  and  has  a  very  flourishing  appearance. 
It  has  a  population  of  3347  (in  1845),  twelve 
taverns,  and  three  booksellers,  six  churches  and 
chapels,  besides  two  theological  collies,  Episco- 
pal  and  Wesleyan.  It  is  supported  by  the  Rice 
Lake  country  and  a  tolerably  rich  vicinity. 

Seven  miles  west  of  Coburgh  we  meet  with 
Smith's  Creek.    Here  commences  a  line  (3}  miles 
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lon^)  of  cUy  and  sand  banks,  teu  to  eighty  feet 
high,  with  pastures  ahoTe  them,  or  woods  of  {»d« 
and  cedar,  and  occasionally  tweaking  into  pictur- 
esqne  clefts  and  raTiDCH. 

At  thirty-fire  miles  east  of  Toronto  we  bqpan 
to  pass  for  many  miles  very  deep  bays  of  shallow 
water,  half  grown  ap  with  mshen,  fit  haunt  for 
myriadi  of  wild  fowl,  and  extending  far  inland, 
with  long  Rpits  of  shingle  here  and  there, — the 
bock  couniry  undulnling  and  showing  the  mouths 
of  several  rivers  us  iliey  mier^e  from  denMC  w<»ods. 

Fourteen  iiiiloM  fruiii  Toruiito  "  the  lliglilunds 
of  Vork"  couiinencc — IhiK)  ]ireL-i)»iccs  of  clay  and 
•and,  t*0  to  MH)  foot  hi^rh,  uiid  M'ven  or  eight 
miles  long.  The  angle-  of  ooinr  of  tliem  are 
broken  into  tuwcr»  and  |iynintid'<  of  cunsidorablr 
grandeur.  They  arc  well  worth  the  geologist'^ 
minute  attention,  from  the  ntiture  of  their  tiintc- 
rialu,  and  the  order  in  which  they  are  de|MMited. 
1  need  Miy  hut  little  here  of  llieiii,  Iwcanse  they 
arc  not!ce<)  elscniicre.  Tliey  nre  uH-ful  as  land- 
■iiarkit  to  mariner!).  Six  miles  l■ll^t  of  Toronto 
tht-y  lower  into  a  woody  bunk,  nnd  retire  to  it 
iihnrt  distance  from  the  liike  huhiinl  Tcronto,  and 
w).r.icced  round  (Ueli.ke. 

The  reader  !-liiilI  not  ho  fatigued  with  our  en- 
eani[nn«ni>.      They  ncrr  utually   in   some   glen 
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nemt  the  lake.  Perhftpg  there  wu  orrwaaaaOf 
a  Uvem  within  half-a-mile  of  ua,  but  aa  we  won 
well  prorided  we  did  not  go  in  qoest.  Bewdo^ 
it  was  best  to  remain  with  oar  men,  Onr  hit 
camp  wai  pitched  on  Gibraltar  Point,  on  the 
oater  tide  of  Toronto  Harbour, — a  mere  swamp,  a 
breediog-groond  for  agne.  If  we  had  paued  the 
night  in  the  town,  all  oar  men  woold  hare  bean 
intoxicated,  with  the  reckleuoess  of  loldierB  and 
Bailors  going  long  Tojages. 

This  boat-voyage  is  now  seldom  or  never  made, 
as  both  Bailing-vessela  and  steamers  pass  duly  be- 
tween Kingston  and  Toronto.  We  found  it  rather 
monotonous.  Save  the  bit  of  shore  we  were  skirt- 
ing, neither  mainland  nor  ble  was  ever  visible. 

We  never  saw  a  human  being  from  Presqoisle 
to  Toronto,  a  hundred  miles  (save  at  Coburgh), 
very  few  bouses,  and  those  miserable  ones,  partly 
because  we  were  always  under  the  shadow  of  allu- 
vial cliffs,  or  beneath  a  fringe  of  woods,  left  per> 
haps  for  shelter.  Once  or  twice  we  caught  sight 
of  the  smoke  of  a  distant  steamer,  or  fae&rd  in  the 
early  morning  the  loud  complaint  of  the  loon,  a 
large  aud  beantifnl  fowl,  as  it  floated  a  mile  or 
two  out  on  the  quiet  waters. 

At  first  tliere  was  novelty  in  the  rapid  opera- 
tions of  the  toilet,  conducted  wholly  in  the  open 
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air,  before  •  little  glaw  hmig  on  a  buk,  with 
cold-wtter  ahaTing  once  in  five  dayi. 

Mtf  Toronto  •nd  the  citj  of  the  present  day 
have  hardly  anj  relation  to  each  other.  Few 
placet  in  North  America  have  made  eqnal  pro- 
greM.  It  had  in  1817,  I20U  inhabitants,  and  in 
1848,  24,000  inhabilant^  91  atreeU  (King  Street 
two  milea  long),  21  cburchea  and  chapela,  10 
newspapers,  20  medical  men,  ft  artiita  and  portrait- 
painlers,  107  taverns,  16  anctioneers,  27  bntcbera, 
ID  bakum,  and  ii  booL^'llun.  Tlie  number 
uf  taverns  observed  lliroughout  the  Canadas  in  not 
alii>(rether  iiiJicalivc  of  drunlicniicss,  but  of  the 
rxicnt  of  eini^ratiun  and  imvelliiig  in  general. 

Toronto*  is  a  ^ay  place,  and  in  its  wealthy 
•Lo|>s,  stately  and  crowded  eliurclies,  paved  and 
(ra!>-li);liied  Mn-fis,  public  walk:*,  societies,  religi- 
ous, scientific,  litiTury,  and  Hucial,  charitable  in- 
siituiiuun,  is  much  in  ailvnuce  of  Uritish  towns  of 
tile  <>anic  Bizo,  iis  wns  stiid  of  Kingston. 

The  vicinity  is  liablt:  (o  iigue  and  its  kindred 
di»'>nltTS.  Ill-Ills  iirc  vt-ry  lii»li ;  Mtnie  houses  of 
liu-iue»  in  ^k)  liitiiations  are  wortli  from  '2\Mit. 
to  J.j')/.  p4T  annum.  Thi;  removal  to  or  from 
Toruniii  iff  tlie  Kut  nf  pivernmeiit  will  have  no 

■  ILirimrirli'  iiiijr  it  T»n-riti)  i>  l-C^i  iruh.  ht  ta  ttrnfr  vt 
fiir  jTiM  rnilin<  oitli  IHII.— t'*rT.  Lcsot,  Jonr.  (Stuf.  St. 
\'i.  Kl    p.  iM. 
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wrioof  efibct  upon  its  prosperity.  It  hae  become 
of  fixed  commercial  importance. 

Although  it  baa  a  pretty  bank  of  pinet  fi>r  a 
screen  behind,  Toronto  has  little  local  bean^  to 
recommend  it. 

Gloiy-loTing  Americans  delight  to  Tint  Tonmto, 
becaosein  1813  General  Pike  surprised  and  saeked 
the  place ;  but  his  stay  was  brief.  About  260  of 
the  Americans  were  killed  or  wounded  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a  mine.  Among  the  former  was  the 
General  himself,  a  young  officer  of  great  promise. 

At  Toronto  we  sent  our  bont  and  bnggage  on 
stout  witggons  to  Holland's  Landing  (-37  miles), 
uow  but  a  hamlet,  and  then  scarcely  more  than  a 
single  public-house  in  a  marshy  country  on  the 
river  Holland,  and  seven  miles  from  Lake  Simcoe. 

We  travelled  slowly  to  tlie  same  place  due 
north,  along  an  old-established  road  called  Yooge 
Street,  and  found  the  drive  rather  interesting. 

Abont  a  mile  from  Toronto  we  ascended  the 
woody  steep  already  mentioned,  and  then  soon 
after  another,  when  we  traversed  first  some  un- 
even ground,  then  a  well-tilled  plain,  followed  by 
a  hilly  region  nearly  to  Montgomery's  Tavern, 
ten  miles  from  Toronto,  at  which,  during  the  late 
rebellion,  Major  Moody  was  brutally  murdered. 
It  is  to  he  hoped  his  poor  family  have  a  liberal 
pension. 


A  TollJBg  eoantrf,  often  manbjr,  partUIj  eaU 
tivated,  took  os  eight  nilM  to  Fleck's  Ian,  when 
wa  plunged  into  k  pietareaqne  and  rugged  dii> 
trirt,  noetlj  wild,  with  pondt  or  nera  in  tb* 
Tuioiu  hollowi,  full  of  perch,  tnmt,  Ac.*  How 
they  get  there  1  know  not,  ee  some  of  tb«M  Ikke- 
Icte  ere  quite  iaoUted.  Bond's  l«ke,  one  of  them, 
it  783  feet  above  Lake  Ontario,  according  to  the 
obeerratiooa  of  Uentenant  Lefroj,  R,A.  It  ia 
twenrj-iwo  miles  from  Toronto. 

A  tendency  to  SKcend  obtains  all  the  way  from 
Toronto  uniil  we  reacli  five  and  a  half  miles  be- 
yond Fleck's.  At  that  point  (thirteen  miles  from 
Holland's  Landing)  we  be(pn  to  descend  towards 
Lake  Sin>cu«  for  iwo  miles,  among  ajumble  of  oak 
and  pine  rid^ji-s,  called  the  '*  Uak  Ridges,"  when 
we  atrire  ai  a  level  and  Bftriculiural  diaricl. 

Eleven  mile*  from  Fleck's  we  find  Gamble's 
Inn,  in  a  charmin);  country,  full  of  fine  large 
farms  on  flat*,  varied  by  the  alluvial  terraces  and 
m'>umU  of  Mime  now  furgotten  stream  or  lake. 
Woodt  on  high  grounds  surround  the  scene,  and 
e*}iecially  twu  pine-la<len  ridges,  eight  and  five 
miles,  reopcclively,  distant  from  the  lake,  and 
running  towards  its  west  side. 

•  M<>iu>UiB  I'kr,  in  lb*  lUf  o(  Qamtr,  bu  pkotr  of  ftih, 
Mko«i  (hf  puwibibl]'  of  racciiisg  ■>;  tnm  othw  mmttn  l»  iht 
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This  diBtrict  is  ooenpied  princiiMlI;  by  Qiwlwra, 
meekly  rigid.  Very  fJeuing  it  wu  to  look  Bpoa 
thflirqaietiiinwrinkled,  well-fed  fiueson  tkanadj 
and  OD  their  comfortable  fiirm-aemiiiti.  A  finr 
Mennonitet  or  Tnnkers  are  dose  at  hand  m  the 
wilder  parte,  whiiber  they  have  been  tempted  l^ 
the  greater  cheapneea  of  the  land. 

From  the  Five-mile  Ridge,jnst  ipoken  of,  Cook'a 
Bay  in  Lake  Simeoe  becomes  risible  a«  a  namnr 
belt  of  water,  bnried  id  woods,  with  high  lands  ia 
the  west. 

Where  Yonge  Street  crosses  a  little  rise,  foor 
miles  from  Holland's  Landing,  we  see  on  our 
north-east  the  neat  country-town  or  village  of  New- 
market, with  six  churches  and  chapels,  two  ladies' 
boarding-school B,  and  600  inhabitants,  in  1846. 

We  remained  ae  little  time  as  possible  at  Hol- 
land's Landing ;  and  on  the  24th  of  May  we  Boated 
down  the  winding  river  on  the  edge  of  an  im- 
mense morass  to  the  left,  and  girt  with  pineries, 
into  Lake  Simeoe. 

At  the  point  of  embarkation*  the  Holland  river 
is   about  twenty-five  yards   across;  but  it  soon 


*  Among  foma  muKi  of  limeatons  on  the  Unding.pUce.  brengU 
b r  the  ftinnen  far  mgricultnnl  parpoaci  from  the  outlet  of  the  Uk«, 
I  found  ona  rare  biT>lTB  (the  oriieuta  eemctUtla  of  Mr.  G.  B. 
Eowerbf),  onl;  known  in  Sweden,  nme  eorndtria,  iiUmvfiaim, 
■ad  other  fbMil*  of  the  iiilurun  age. 


wideu.  tad  receirinff  Tour  tnilen  lowor  down  * 
tar^  brmneb,  it  b«couic«  'iOO  jard*  bruad,  aad 
opras  into  Couk'*  Bajr,  whicii  i*  ru  or  wven  mil«t 
deep,  >od  thrte  mile»  aiCTot*. 

Lake  Siincoe  (Sfaain-eong  of  ibe  IndbiD*)  hu 
plcaiiDg  feainm,  clear  water*,  woody  headlaodi, 
and  i«l«ta.  It  ii  4M  feet  above  Lake  Hurun, 
accordintf  (o  ob*erviitiai»  made  in  1S40  by  Liea- 
tooaat  Yoaoghuifaaiul  (Director  of  Toraoto  Ob- 
■enatorjr),  and  therefore  799  fert  abore  the  level 
of  the  ocean,— «  &wt  which  leads  us  lo  infer  a 
•erere  climate. 

It  U  tbiny-fiTemilee  north  of  Toronto,  and  ieia 
length  nearly  thirty  niilet,  and  in  il»  widest  part 
about  eighteen.  It  ie  a  tolerably  compact  body  of 
water. 

There  are  many  iilaadt  in  the  Dorlb  and  ca»t 
•idea  of  the  lake ;  but  only  one  \»  inhabited,  and 
tbii  by  Indian*  of  ihe  Wdeyan  denomination,  of 
wboM  Chnitian  conHitency  of  life  we  bear  very 
fiiTourable  aecounU. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  are  generally  low,  and 
cloihHl  wiib  wood  down  to  the  water's  edge ;  the 
land,  though  fertile,  b  but  |>artially  brought  under 
caliivaiion.  In  North  Gwillimbury  and  Georgina 
there  arc  some  prettily  situated  fwrma,  and  there 
is  BOW  populalioo  enou^jb  generally  to  pay  one 
■teamboaL 

I  only  know  <tf  eix  alnaiiia  of  aDy  mm  wbieh 
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dtt^ir^  into  llie  lake.  The  names  of  tlie  three 
greftteM  of  these  are  the  Holland  (in  Gwillioibury, 
Ac),  the  Talbot  (in  Thorab),  and  ibe  Brack  (in 
Kama). 

Lake  Simcoe  is  remarkable  for  the  vast  numbers 
of  vild  fotvl,  ducks,  geese,  &e.  &c.,  vbidi  frequent 


Its  onll^t  !§  at  the  Nnrrows,  at  the  north  end  of 
the  lake. 

The  Narrows  lead  into  a  romantic  lake  {Gougi- 
chin),  full  of  limestone  islands.*  It  is  twelve 
miles  long  by  four  broad,  and  on  its  banks  there 
are  two  villages,  Orillia  and  Rama.  It  pours  into 
the  Severn  or  Matcbadash  river,  which,  with 
seven  or  more  portages,  runs  into  Matcbadash 
Bay  of  Lake  Huron. 

A  large  Indian  barrow  was  opened  about  the 
year  1820  on  the  shores  of  Simcoe  lake,  and  a 
good  many  brass  and  other  ornaments  and  relics 
found ;  but  I  have  lost  all  my  notes  npon  this 
subject.     Captain  Skene,  R.E.,  is  my  authority. 

The  townships  of  the  Simcoe  district  are  re- 
markable for  the  beauty  of  their  names.  They 
were  given  to  them  by  Sir  Peregrine  and  Lady 
MaitUnd.     Some  of  them,  I  may  mention  ; — In- 

*  TUl  limeatoDe  ii  of  i  delicate  paje  gnj  colour,  *er;  fine  in  i(« 
toKhire,  ind  in  parti  filled  with  orgviic  remaiiu.  It  hu  been  uia- 
Ifiad  at  aj  reqnot  bj  Dr.  Trooat  of  Pbiladdphia,  and  found  to  be 
fan  cubonile  of  lime,  with  ■  tim«e  of  ■InminB. 


oiifit,  Medontc,  Orillia,  Vcapn,  Tecanuelb,  San- 
Bidils.  EMa,  Rama,  On>,  Adjala.  Tbejr  irera  000 
day  at  a  Io«  fcr  another  nane,  wb«o  Lad;  Sarah 
s^iog  a  pretty  lap-dog  on  the  rug  before  the 
drawing-room  fire,  anggealed  that  it*  name, 
**  Tioj,"  ihonld  nark  a  Knall  part  of  the  wilder- 
neat  not  far  from  Peoetanguiihene.  The  name 
waa  adapted. 

The  sorvejon  of  the  etale  of  New  York  have 
been  mott  nnfortnnate  in  their  territorial  desig- 
nations. 

litis  short  sketch  of  a  lake  but  little  known  to 
books  having  been  premised,  we  may  pursue  our 
▼oyage. 

We  breakfasted  in  a  deserted  hut  on  the  Lake 
Shore,  near  Holland  river.  As  it  rained  hard,  we 
rendered  it  tenaniable  by  flinging  a  tarpaulin  over 
a  rafter  at  one  end. 

1  speak  of  this  breakfast  on  account  of  our  hav- 
ing been  annojed  there  by  a  singular  black  fly  in 
countless  myriads,  which  I  never  saw  elsewhere. 
We  could  scarcely  est  or  drink  fur  ibem.  Tlieir 
bUck  hairy  bodies  were  one-third  of  an  inch  lung, 
and  their  antennv  were  armed  with  beautiful  flat 
bru*he»,  also  black.  (Dlbiu.  species  F) 

Other  insects,  besides  the  nMMU|uito,  sand,  black 
fly,  and  anu,  are  sources  of  great  annoyance  in 
the  wildemeM.    On  aome  parU  of  the  plaioa  of 


^HUk  (in  hmm  At  tmij  Urn 


theiicMTcjffavlkW 


Coin's  Bay.  wUdi  we  ImiI  cnterai,  hm  IM 
voody  ihoret,*ud  m  017  tine  wworijiAaUtol 

00  its  east  shore. 

Clearing  this  bay.  Lake  Simcoe  opened  to  tlie 
Tiew  as  a  great  expanse,  with  two  islets  off  the 
north  angle  of  the  bay,  and  others,  larger,  in  the 
remote  distance  easterly. 

Towards  Kenpenfelt  Bay,  ou  the  west  side  of 
the  lake,  a  very  gentle  rise  of  land  is  perceptible, 
and  as  we  proceed  down  that  beaoiifol  bay  it 
gradually  becomes  from  forty  to  sixty  feet  high, 
chiefly  covered  with  pine  groves ;  now,  bowerer, 
in  part,  the  seat  of  thriving  clearances. 

Kempenfelt  Bay  runs  about  W.S.W.,  is  Irom 
one  and  a  half  lo  two  miles  broad,  by  nine  miles 
deep,  and  distributed  as  asoal  into  anmberleas 
shallow  cores. 

*  SiBcyarirlMdBdwitbluieFriiattrrelanridanfarMMdii- 
Uaet  into  the  wood*.  It  k  not  lo  dd  ths  e»t  nde  of  tlw  b«r- 
Hmtb  b  loiM  primitlTt  rock  Ja  lUu  on  the  north  ind  eMt  bcIm  <i 
fta Us,  Wd ■  l»w fadcM  vribMMoM  in tlnMB. 
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Tlw  eourishii^  tiIIi^  of  Barric,  with  500  iab^ 
bitaato,  tbrae  diurebca,  a  meehaaioi'  iutitale,  and 
eriekct  elyb,  aUads  at  tlw  axtmne  end  of  tba  bay 
(1847);  ID  mj  tine  an  untouebcd  foreat. 

We  to»k  ap  our  abude  near  the  bottom  of  the 
baj  in  ■  lonelj  houte,  oeeaaHinally  nacd  as  an  inn 
bj  the  few  travellera  going  lo  Paaetaugiuabcne 
(thirtv-two  niilea),  or  into  Lake  Unnm  by  the 
river  NoUwaaaga. 

It  wa«  ibeo  kept  by  a  mpeetaUe  peraon 
nauivtl  JuliuMin,  wlio  hiuJ  a  numerous  family, 
llerecuiiiiiitinceii  the  portage  of  nine  luilet  to  a 
•uiall  bntucli  uf  the  Notawafaga ;  and  here  we 
wrrf  dvuiiicd  for  five  day*,  during  very  stormy 
weather  for  iiioat  of  the  time. 

.A*  we  bUy  rather  long  at  Mr.  Jobntoa'a,  and 
as  it  ia  tlie  last  bouse  we  »liall  enter  for  three 
hundred  miles  at  least,  I  will  de«cril>e  it. 

It  was  a  cU |>- board cl  *  house,  square  in  tbape, 
atid  rather  large,  standing  upon  a  gravelly  bank, 
cluftv  to  the  Ukc.  It  contained  a  good  kitchen, 
ibrvc  or  four  sleeping- room*,  partly  in  the  roof, 
two  good  parlours,  and  bed-rhaulwr  for  guests  of 
quality.  I  have  had  worse  at  the  best  hotel  in 
WasbingtoD. 

So  new  was  the  wood  when  the  house  was  put 
together,  or  to  hut  are  the  HiuiserB  in  Kempen- 
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felt  B«j,  thnt  it  had  shrank  moit  grieroiulj. 
The  kitchen  and  the  parloar  might  almoBt  Ix 
called  parts  of  a  cage,  so  veil  were  they  renti- 
lated.  I  also  remember  a  round  tab  of  a  boat 
staked  to  the  lake  shore,  and  a  litde  garden  of 
herbs  near  a  high  cleared  bank  of  gT«Tel,  behind 
the  boose,  ranj^ing  for  an  nnknown  dietaiM 
parallel  to  the  lake  shore. 

An  bondred  yards  or  so  inland  b^na  the 
forest — a  fhigrant  forest  of  firs,  maple,  beech, 
oak,  and  iron-wood — maoy  of  the  trees  from  filtf 
to  seventy  feet  high,  without  a  branch.  As  there 
is  no  andergrowth,  we  may  walk  at  our  ease  for 
miles  on  a  soft  carpet  of  last  year's  leaves,  thiel: 
as  the  slain  at  the  battle  of  the  kings  whom 
Chedorlaomer  overthrew. 

We  were  soon  comfortable  here.  Good  food  ii 
essential  to  persons  exposed  constantly  to  wet 
and  cold.  So  we  carried  our  own  supplies,  and 
were  not  dependent  on  the  split  fowl  and  1» 
thery  ham  usually  presented  to  travellers  in  out- 
of-the-way  places  like  these. 

My  eompanions  were  at  their  duties  in  Tariooi 
parts  of  the  porti^^,  hastening  the  progress  of 
the  boat  and  baggage,  while  I  remained  in  tc 
aboat  the  house. 

Towards  the  evening  of  our  first  day  I  aske' 
oor  very  obliging  landlady  for  candles,  and  «i> 


■■rpriwJ  l»  laani  tfwt  Uwjr  \mi  aoDs.  I  ma 
■wh  dwtorW;  What  wm  to  ba  doM  duu( 
thm  Arm  homn  at  itikmwm  jH  to  eon*  bdbn 


8b«  refdM  Oat  Aejr  aaad  a  eoratTT-vade 
laap,  fad  wHh  taUov,  Imt  Aat  mom  caodlaa 
abodd  ba  aada  aad  phead  on  tahla  in  half  an 
homr  i  aad  ao  thagr  wars, — vadU,  good-loiAtBf 
■Molda.  After  nmning  a  thiek  eottMi  Ifarvad 
down  a  eandla-noold,  tbej  BII  it  with  meltad 
Urd,  tad  then  sink  it  deep  in  the  lake  for  fifteen 
iniante*.  Night  b^  night,  daring  m;  ataj,  «ich 
eandlea  did  good  wrrioe — bat  not  n  little  blown 
opoa  and  wasted  bjr  ifae  all-pemding  wind. 

I  look  •ome  deligblfnl  walki  in  the  neigb- 
boaring  woods,  and  along  the  tide  of  the  ba; ; 
finding  a  few  rare  foeeilt.  In  one  of  Ifaeee  per- 
ambalalione  I  net  with  a  little  wirjr  old  man, 
who  had  been  a  amall  fiumer  near  Wakefield, 
and  iberelbre  called  "  Yorkahire  Johnnj."  Ha 
bad  a  elearance  a  mile  or  two  to  the  north ;  and 
wa  trafficked  with  him  for  batter. 

"  Why,  Johnnj,"  eaye  1,  "you'Te  got  a  dea- 
penUa  long  way  from  home.  Don't  yon  wish 
yoaraelf  io  Yorkshire  again?" 

"  No,"  replied  he ;  *'  not  a  bit  on't.  In  oM 
Ea^nd  we  were  in  a  standing  frigbt  at  Ibar 
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«a  ever  so  hard,  my  old  woman  nod  me,  we 
eoold  nat  ninke  ends  meet;  but  now  we  are 
pwtliag  foney  into  ihe  old  stocking:"  —  nnd  off 
fae  went,  chuckling.  Tbe  Tour  things  ihts  old 
r  stood  DO  much  in  fear  of  scarcely  exist  io 


Iik«  tbe  ^wUb  cheesemakcrs  in  their  raounldkl 
AUets,  Johnny  had   put   on   a   canr&M  jaclufi 
with  short  sleeves,  for  coolnens.     Hie  bare  an 
bad  BOytbing  but  a  pleasing  look. 

Returning  from  a  long  ramble,  "«  aiteat 
listener  to  tbe  stirs  of  tbe  Bolitude,"  I  thooght- 
lesely  walked  by  a  back  entrance  into  what  Biay 
be  called  the  family  room  ot  my  tenporaty  reai- 
deace. 

it  was  visible  at  once  that  I  was  an  iatrnder 
npon  an  agitating  interview. 

Wiih  his  back  to  me,  a|>pareDtly  gazing  npon 
the  lake  below,  was  a  shapdy,  but  rather  sliort 
young  man,  with  massy  flaxen  bair  flowit^  over 
his  velveteen  jacket ;  and  before  me,  standing  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  was  the  most  beautiful 
girl  of  seventeen  I  ever  beheld.  I  warned  to 
look  upon  an  angel  unawaj^ea.  I  bad  not  seea 
her  before,  perhaps  from  her  being  in  delicate 


She  was  the  very  ideal  of  innocenoe  disturbed, 
«Dd,  alas  I  of  fin^ility.    She  was  smsU  in  psFsoa, 
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and,  w  WM  euily  Ken  through  her  nmple  dmi, 
tenderly  and  elegantly  bahioDcd. 

She  wu  too  tTmnvparentlj  fiur  for  health :  her 
fiue  waa  perfect — R^haelefqae — and  wore  the 
hivpired  mdancholy  of  eertaia  invalida,  with 
&iutlj  eriiiiMm  lipi  and  thining  ivory  hrow — 
the  bine,  dove-like  eye  lifted  epward*.* 

Thu  attitude  and  play  of  feelii^  wae  but  for  a 
noment ;  for  ahe  iitimedialely  aceoated  me  with 
good  breeding,  and  evidenlly  wilb  the  hesitation 
uf  a  tiair-foruied  purpoite  —  which  oow  I  know. 

An  «lder  liater  coming  in  the  inittaiit  aRer, 
opened  to  me,  with  aSectionale  teal,  the  aeeret 
of  the  Kctie.  The  pair  were  lovera,  and  very 
naturally  had  their  plana. 

The  young  man  reaided  at  a  fur  alation,  not 
very  diatant,  and  had  heard  of  ihc  approach  of 
our  parly,  lie  had  come  to  ulfwr  himaelf  a« 
guide  and  huntaman  to  our  party,  ihen-by  to 
make  np  a  little  turn  for  a  very  im|H>rtapt  ol>ject. 
But,  on  fortunately,  we  were  provided  monlhi  be- 
fore, io  that  we  could  not  engage  him. 

But,  "who  would  die  in  ihit  bleak  world 
alone  ?  "  aa  the  ailly  aoiig  aaya.  They  were  aft«^ 
ward*  happily  married  ;  and  ahe  lived  anong  the 
roclu   and    cranberry-uiar»hea  of  Lake    Huron, 

•  »ColaBUK»ocBk)iia«wlMpM(%«a." 


W  MARY. 

utoniahing  the  few  wayfarers  that  crossed  tbt^ 
threshold  with  her  modest  beauty. 

Nfttan  seeius  to  delight  in  contrasts  and  s 
pnMs ;  facr  fuirest  things  are  out  of  si^bt.  Iw 
•tcsd  of  ihis  young  person  being  placed  on  I 
barbarous  and  inclement  frontier,  it  would  s 
more  fitting  ihat  she  should  have  been  the  chtlv 
of  an  English  baronet ;  or,  better  still,  of  a  «rdl-  , 
beneficed  Devonshire  rector,  of  kind  heart  and 
elegant  tai^Ics.  I  am  jotting  Canadian  pictures 
— acx:ept  this  as  one. 

The  elder  sister,  Mar;,  was  almost  as  remark- 
able in  a  different  way.  She  was  a  strong,  tall 
brunette,  full  of  good-natured  energy  (she  made 
my  candies) — a  haddsome,  broad-faced,  happy 
dame, — one  of  those  self-supporting  institutions 
nobody  inquires  about.  What  became  of  her  I  do 
not  know,  and  never  shall.*  She  spoke  bravely 
for  her  sister's  lover,  while  the  poor  girl  herself 
could  only  sit  and  wish. 

A  few  weeks  before  oar  arrival,  just  when  the 
ice  in  the  bay  was  breaking  up,  Mary,  looking 
out  of  the  window,  saw  a  bear  swimming  across, 
and  about  midway.  She  called  to  a  little  sister 
about  eight  years  of  age,  seized  an  axe,  and  both 

*  From  lecent  infomution,  I  hare  ■  ttaej  tlut  die  kecpi  an 
eiodlent  bolal  at  the  pf  Uttle  town  of  BaniB,  hard  ^^J,  and  b  m 
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jnnped  into  their  boat.  Tha  eliild  paddled  to 
the  Animal,  now  in  (hll  retreat,  while  the  Amaioa 
stood  forwards,  ax«  in  hand,  and  elove  liis  sknll 
hjr  repeated  blows.  She  showed  me  the  rich, 
g\ottj  skin,  DOW  an  osefnl  trophjr  in  sledge  and 
bcd-ehafflber.  Afler  this  stw^  1  had  the  weak- 
neaa  to  be  rather  afraid  of  her. 

As  the  father  or  this  flne  bmilj  was  not  poor, 
and  as  they  did  not  seem  uneducated,  I  mppose 
he  sent  them  to  Mme  neighbouring  boarding- 
•rliool  Tor  s  yeiir  or  two,  ss  at  Newmarket  or 
Toronto. 

At  length  we  left  Jolinwn'ii,  to  cross  the 
portage  — a  broad,  sandy  opening  in  the  woods, 
which  I  ihall  not  furiher  deticribe,  as  its  features 
are  now  totally  changed. 

Near  ill)  lower  end  we  found  ourselves  over- 
looking  from  a  lofty  bank  a  vsiit  pro<<pect  of 
nismh  and  wootl,  stretching  to  the  south  thirty 
niili'M  or  more,  and  bounded  caitwani  by  a  lung 
niiij;r  of  blue  hilts,  fliit-lopppd,  and  running  in 
the  direction  orCalMit's  Htad,  Uke  Huron.  This 
HiHrvh  dues  not  go  more  than  three  iniK'H  nor- 
therly, and  ■•  succeeded  by  hi<;h  fnrcvls  anil 
ocraoiuniil  lakoH  towanU  IVnetauguinbrne. 

.Not  far  fruui  ihiit  c<warpnient  there  was,  in 
If^'il),  m  |K>i>i  for  two  soldiers,  a»  a  guard  to  any 
military  stores  that  might  pass.     An  absurd  ty- 


] 
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Mmy  ^t*»  practUcd  even  bere.  The  Granger 
■oMier  W(w  in  the  daily  habit  of  chastising  bis 
(Warade  for  sitpposed  breaches  of  discipline; 
Bang  Kldom  visited,  the  weaker  man  had  M' 
pment  redress. 

Into  this  forbidding  tnareh,  which,  in  SosA 
America,  would  have  bi-cii  {>copled  with  ^erjwnu 
and  alligntors,  we  descended,  atid  near  a  de»erte«I 
building  embarked  in  a  stagnant  crock,  tweotT 
feet  broad,  ofrcn  (|uUu  benighted  by  trees  and 
creeping  plants. 

We  worked  cautiously  ainong  fallen  trees  and 
loosened  masses  of  earth  for  eight  miles  along 
the  perpetual  doublings  of  the  creek,  among 
inundated  woods  of  alder,  maple,  willow,  and  a 
few  elm  and  ash.  When  we  drew  near  to  the 
main  river,  Notawaaaga,  the  still  water  was  ez- 
cbanged  for  a  reflux  against  us. 

We  entered  the  Notawesaga  gladly  from  the 
north :  it  is  large  and  long  ;  its  principal 
branches  rising  near  the  rivers  Credit  (Ontano) 
and  Grand  (Erie  Lake),  in  the  townships  of 
Mono  and  Amaranth. 

We  struck  it,  twenty-fire  miles  from  Lake 
Huron,  thirty  to  forty  yards  broad,  and  running 
two  miles  an  hour  through  grounds  for  the  most 
part  under  water,  with  bere  and  there  moaods  of 
slippery  shining  oozei  weedy  mud,  or  even  knolls 


•f  gfMi  aod  tPM*.  It  hm  bw^  Atrp  tafM  sad 
iMg  wtthat,  mid  ifoti  of  ciqniHa  woodbod 
•enerj.  Hera  w«  often  Mutfod  tbo  baof  wild- 
fcwL  Ai  «•  dwoMid,  tfao  rinr  ht^pm  to  Ittre, 
ea  OM  or  otbw  ddo,  h%h  taaki,  Md  H  swoUi 
•irt  into  two  {Mtty  Wt  ■■dl  liikio,  dotted  mth 
iilw  of  awiili  aad  willoiM,  mmr  tW  Ropida;  tbo 
■■Bc«d  Mag  tmt  mUt  dioTO  tboa. 

ThoM  Rapids  ara  nbo  aaflea  (iron  Lake  Haroa, 
aad  uw  nine  biIm  long.  Tbej  oalj  ircfago 
three  mile*  an  hoar,  lod  are  not  roof^h,  except 
when  obatmcted  bj  nfte  of  &llea  tree*.  Their 
•moothncM  may,  in  part,  ariae  Irom  the  bed  of 
the  river  being  of  while  elaj  or  marl,  which  ihe 
iokliers  of  Penelaogniahene  ute  to  clean  iheir 
belu. 

Three  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Rapids  I 
b^ao  to  see  in  Ihe  right  bank,  near  the  water- 
mark, two  horiiontal  seams  or  layers,  each  four 
inchea  thick,  of  frevh-water  abells  eio$ehf  prt$atd 
togelkrr,  and  lying  under  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet 
of  sand.  This  was  very  dislinel  for  three  milaa 
down  the  Rapids,  and  more  or  less  down  to  Lake 
UnroB. 

TbcM  shells  are  nnioe, — precisely  similar  to 
those  ftmnd  now  in  Ihe  lake.  They  m  hirga, 
perfect,  friable,  with  a  calcined  pearly  Isstra. 
Both  Talves  are  in  jnttapoaitioiit  and  often  oon- 
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tain  uod  and  tbfl  Bmaller  fraah-mter  univalra, 
ke.  i  which  Utter  an  scattered  thinly  abont  tbne 
two  lajrer*. 

This  depoait  of  thells  proves  that  Lake  Huvb 
has  been  mach  larger  than  at  preaent,  that  its 
waters  were  then  aweet,  and  that  thej  were  hid 
dowD  during  a  period  of  tranquillity. 

About  the  middle  of  the  Rapids  the  bank*  roa 
op  to  the  height  of  120  feet,  and  consist  of  claj, 
capped  with  sand  and  fine  gravel. 

Below  the  Rapids  the  river  assumes  a  steady 
width  of  from  160  to  200  yards,  with  h!gh  scarps  of 
sand,  bearing  groves  of  fir,  it  is  now  fur  several 
miles  a  truly  fine  river,  fhe  land  about  it  dry  and 
fertile,  with  some  magnificent  pines.  Sunnidale, 
the  township  at  its  mouth,  has  only  174  in- 
habitanU  (1847). 

We  saw  scarcely  any  living  thing  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  river.    Now  and  then  we  caught  sight   ■ 
of  a  wild  duck  or  a  solitary  Indian,  and  of  his 
canoe  gliding  under  the  shadow  of  high  and  um- 
brageous banks. 

The  Nolawaeaga  discharges  into  Lake  Huron, 
between  hanks  of  drift-sand  end  shells,  which, 
on  the  left,  shelter  the  little  trading-post  of  Mr. 
Robinson,  while  the  other  side  has  a  thin  grove 
of  pines.  There  is  a  bar  at  the  mouth ;  and, 
smooth  as  it  was  when  I  passed  it  (twice),  it  is 


tibascatof  a  ngiograrf  whan  ah^  tiortb-watt 
wind  praraOt,  and  ii  Um  draad  of  all  «lio  tnwtl 


"  Hanm  I  cliaBtou.  1«  lae  Horhi  I"  eriad  oar 
■Harman,  as  we  aw^  rajudlj  batwean  tba  pat^ 
rMgf  of  broken  while  sbelU  which  Una  tba 
■ealb  of  tbari*«rand  tbeMniMlof  thataka. 

He  than  ttra^  np  tba  apirilad  and  original 
air,  whidi  ia  married  to  tba  following  uaipla 
vorda;  and  was  well  dunised  bj  bis  comrades: 

Ja  doMMah  i  a'aata 
Dm  p«4rii.  ofa,  U  ■  <i«)  Tok.  qal  *i>.  qd  n  U  t 
Da*  pw*U,  ok,  U I  nltatt  ^aa  te  bote. 

La  dniihaa  jomr  da  Mai 
Dmi  towtMdlei.  aaa  pvdrii,  ob.  U 1  ^  vol*,  fri  Tia.  qrf  n  H I 


UtuMJiijoaf  JaMai 


Tnk  nto  im  boia.  dau  towtaraUaa,  BM  p«Ma,  fee. 

U  qaatrite*  jov  d«  Hai,"  fte.  ke.  fel. 


EXCURSION  THE  SEVENTH. 


PART  II.  HECT,  : 


LAKE    HUR05. 


Qeneral  Sketch — Cinoe-TOTage  ilong  North  CoMt  of  HaroB — 
Giuit'a  Tomb— IndUa  ruhnmea— The  GuU'i  N«rt— Cratrfi 
of  Ulei — Stormbound — Indiui  Onndmothcr  and  her  Conde — 
IndUn  Home  — Parry'i  Soaad  —  l<bndor  iddipar  —  FnoA 
Rifer — La  Cloche — Beautiful  Scenery— French  Raia — Sagamoc 
IUier«— UjibbewBj  Indiani — Rirera  MiuaHaga  and  TheMiUoB 
— Copper  Minea — Indian  Sports, — North-weat  arm  at  Haroa — 
I«ke  George— Strata  and  Villagea  of  St.  Mmrj — Sodet;  at  St. 
Harj'a — Embark  Tor  Dnimmand  laland  ia  Lake  HniNm. 

PBBLIMINARY   BBHARKa. 

Ab  we  f>hall  feel  more  at  home  id  our  journej 
through  Luke  Huron,  afler  a  little  preface  descrip- 
tive of  its  principal  features,  I  ehall  at  once  say, 
that 

Lake  Huron  is  the  third  of  the  great  Canadian 
lakes  from  the  Atlantic.    It  u  bounded  on  the     , 
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Bortb  by  hill*,  moniMet,  formtt,  and  wtooj  bar- 
mit ;  in  tterj  other  direction  bj  fertile,  low,  or 
andulating  hudt. 

It  U  iiaddrd  with  islands  innnmerable,  some 
emerging  in  diniinutive  nioand*  of  naked  rock,  or 
in  ibe  gvnile  *w«lls  of  inundated  woods,  so  to 
speak  i  and  others  in  loftj  table-lands,  fifij  mils* 
lunft. 

lis  shape  is  triai^Isr,  bat  iodistinctlj,  so  thst 
it!*  real  funu  can  only  b«  lesnit  by  an  inspection 
orilicaocoriipaiiyiiiir  map. 

It  is  nt-urty  KHtit  miles  ruun<),  and  uftvn  1000 
fret  det-p.  tloiiclteiie  aays  that  its  length  is  218 
niile*,  and  it*  greateM  hretullh  180  inilea,  bal,  I 
think,  n»l  very  currectly. 

lis  hfi'^lil  uliutL-  the  Atlantic  itt  5U4  feel. 
At  lh<-  Mimh-woiiiern  »ug]t  of  l^kf  Huron  is 
Lake  Mirhi^fsn,*  an  eiKirmoui*  gnlf,  only  seiia- 
ntl*.-*l  rriiiit  (lie  f-iriiier  by  Mackinaw  Straits,  four 
utiles  bruad.  btil  witltHUt  k-ngth,  and  merely  ile- 
»i^n.iir<l  by  two  c»|m.-». 

iiy  a  ^ilitnrc'  ai  the  map  wr  <tee  thst  Lake  llu- 
run  is  all  but  bridged  over,  lengthwise,  by  the 

•  Lakr  Mirhiitui  u  30<l  atilr*  Inng.  S&  bmad.  wd  730  raqBd. 
!>nandin«<  hatr  (iim  HOU  1m  in  ilriifh,  in  plwn  tjtki  Mirbi- 
(M  bM  (hr  M.  (tiiT  fcir  it*  iiBIIrt ;  bul  olira  ■(•  ntcn  arc 
— — lly  luffh.  tWf  an  by  the  Rinn  tin  PlMoaa  m4  IUmom 
■tto  IW  MuuHppi-a  ffirktbU  bet. 
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HBDitooline  Iilandt,  whieii  stretch  from  Cabolli 
Head  to  the  soatb-weit  mainliud,  and  also  Dearly 
tonch  the  north  maiD  in  the  La  Cloeha  dUtriet. 

Of  the  three  portions  into  whieb  the  lake  is  ths 
dirided  the  two  northern  are  full  of  ahoab,  rocks, 
and  islands.  The  southern  divitton  haa  sranelj 
a  reef  or  islet,  and  is  deep  and  broad ;  as  free  to 
ship  or  steamer  as  the  mid-Adantie.  It  is  larger 
than  both  the  others  taken  together ;  but  be  it 
remembered  that  the  Georgian  Gulf  alone  is  160 
miles  long. 

Cabot's  Head,  ninety  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Notawasaga,  is  a  remarkable  headland,  evi- 
dently once  a  part  of  the  Manitouline  ridge.  It 
is  144  mites  almost  due  north  of  the  outlet  the  St. 
Clair,  and  runs  northerly  for  twenty>five  miles. 
It  is  not  broad;  and  consists  of  deeply-indented 
limestone  bluK,  sometimes  300  feet  high,  skirted 
by  reefs  and  occasional  islets.* 

Let  ns  say  a  few  words  on  the  Manitouline 
Islands. 

The  appelladon  of  "  Manitouline,"  or  "  Sacred" 
lelea,  is  first  observed  in  Lake  Huron,  and  is  con- 
stantly met  with  in  the  lakes  further  to  the  west. 

They  are  four  in  number,  the  Fitzwilliam  (or 

•  A  UtOe  to  the  nortii-CMt  of  Cape  Hard  ia  ■  my  eoDveidnl 
bubonr,  ft  vd-it-Me,  800  yirdi  deep  b;  40  browl,  with  7  btbomi 
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Foartb),  tbe  Gnnd,  Little  Hiniton,  ftwl  Dram- 
nond,  betirlM  tfa«  lale  of  Cotm,  uid  otlwr  frag- 
aaenu,  from  Cftbot't  HmcI  to  FiUwiUian  Itland, 
iha  duiaueo  being  fourteen  milea,  and  almost 
vbollf  covered  with  aboale  and  tsleta. 

Tbe  Fitiwilliam*  ia  Knall,  bat  its  nngfaboar, 
tbe  Grand  Maniton,  is  as  large  aa  two  average 
English  couDliea,  being  ievcntj-five  mWm  long, 
with  an  average  bmdtb  of  eight ;  the  eaalem 
balf  of  it  may  be  tafelj  set  down  aa  twent]f-flve 
milei  acroM.  The  old  French  uiapi  make  it  a 
Urgr,  very  long  iiland.  Previous  to  1825  the 
Kni;ttHh  maps  erroneously  broke  it  up  into  many 
[tarts. 

Its  shures  are  everywhere  deeply  indented; 
singularly  so  in  the  niidtlle  (Bayfield's Sound)  and 
at  the  eaot  end,  where  lleywood's  Sound  oti  the 
north,  and  the  Manitouline  Gulf  on  the  south,  are 
only  three  miles  apart,  a  low  ridge  of  limestone 
Sf  panting  them. 

The  Cirand  Manitou  is  oAen  nigged,  high,  pre- 
c'ntium*,  lo<iking  from  a  dinlanee  like  a  succesnion 
of  tahle-landii.  The  Menery  is  sometimes  magni- 
ficent ;  and  it  ha*  large  tracts  of  fertile  land. 

■  Cta  «i>  of  tU  WkU  rk>«  to  lU  ntnrillbM,  Man.  Tba«p- 
mm  —4  liimni  fmiad  i  ■»!!■■■>  !■  Tbe  Ploww-Pot  I*b  !■  >lM 
knr.  ■■  nllrd  frum  Ion  bu*  rad»  lUBriuv  tD|«tkn  am  Om  Iaa« 
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Ito  flmnmera  are  hot,  mad  T^getmtion  npU. 
Jodgpmg  from  PeDeUnguiaheDe*  (noith-ouit  190 
miles),  the  winters  mutt  be  very  severe. 

Indians  with  their  white  snperintendmnts  eloae 
occupy  this  island ;  and  these  chiefly  at  the  twe 
Oovemment  villages  of  Manitou-wawning  (Hey- 
wood's  Sound)  and  at  Wequemakong  (Smyth's 
Bay),  eight  miles  apart. 

They  were  formed  in  1836  by  Sir  Francis  Head, 
and,  all  things  considered,  have  done  better  than 
might  have  been  eipected.  In  1840  there  were 
732  Indian  settlers,  of  whom  437  were  Christians. 

The  Grand  Manitou  and  the  isles  on  its  north, 
both  easterly  and  westerly,  are  remarkable  for 
dipping  on  their  north  side  into  the  lake  by  a 
deep  walL  Most  of  their  precipices  are  on  their 
northern  side. 

An  island,  called  Wall  Island  by  Captain  Bay- 
field, has  a  submerged  wall  of  this  kind  on  its 
north  side.  Two  miles  out  from  it  in  the  lake 
there  i.s  bottom  at  six  feet,  but  move  one  yard 

*  At  Penetanguiahene  the  thermometer  occasionally  descends  to 
-S8^.  Captain  Bayfield  hat  seen  it  at  40  ,  with  rain  daring  tiie 
day,  and  fall  to  —33°  during  the  night  diere.— Quebec  Hi$i,  S$c. 
Tol.  ill.  p.  49. 

In  1825-6  the  extreme  range  was  124°  I  The  extreme  range  at 
Madeira  is  perbi^ia  40^.  Sir  J.  Richardson  found  the  mean  heit 
of  the  same  year  at  this  place  to  be  45°. 

In  Jane  and  Joly  the  temperature  rises  to  92° ;  when  the  heatis 
oppressiTe  to  the  sensations.— Geoy.  8oe.  Jowm,  yoL  ix.  p.  378. 


oortlMriy  ud  70a  have  «  depth  of  IS8  iiect,  with 
m  muddj  bottom.  A  liuilur  iDitaince  [Lieuteotot 
Urmni]  occurt  ib  Pell«lui'»  Narrowa,  kc 

Tbfl  Littlfl  Muiiloa  and  DrummoDd  Iiland, 
which  eontinoe  tba  cb»ia  of  islands  to  th«  wiith* 
wtpt  mainland,  are  comparatinlj  •nail.  F«rlber 
particulars  mpeetiog  them  will  ba  foaod  ia  lbs 
eouFM  of  this  Excaraion. 

Th«  large  and  beautiful  island  of  St.  Joseph 
(Britifli),  in  the  north-west  part  of  Lake  Huron, 
HicItiliHiachinae.  the  Gulf  of  Saqiiina,  and  the 
south  shore  geneimlly,  will  be  ireatMl  of  in  the 
coiirae  of  uiy  narmlive. 

Th«  waters  of  Lake  Huron  are  clear  and  trans- 
parcnt,and,  according  to  Dr.  Drake  of  Ciiicinnitii, 
"  so  full  of  carbonic  acid  gas  ttwt  they  iiiarkle. 
"  Tlicy  transmit  the  rays  of  light  to  a  great  de|iih, 
"  and  consequently  having  no  pn-ponderating 
"  solid  maitcn  in  sutpension,  an  eqiisliuiion  of 
"  heat  occurs."  Dr.  Drake  ascerlained  that  in 
suroiiier,  at  the  surface,  and  200  feet  below  it,  the 
leniprrature  of  the  water  was  HG'. 

"  One  of  the  moal  curious  thing^i  in  the  shallow 
"  parts  of  llnmn  is  to  sail  or  row  over  the  sub> 
"  Iscune  mountains,  and  lu  feel  giddy  from  fancy ; 
"  for  il  is  like  being  in  a  balloon,  so  pure  and 
"  tinlless  is  the  water."  So  far,  and  perhaps  too 
&r.  Dr.  Drake. 


The  liwen  of  Lake  Hnron  mm  not  tmj  nuwr- 
ont ;  bat  it  hu  five,  aa  large,  or  larger,  thaa  H> 
ODtlei,  St.  Gair.  They  are  the  Severn,  VnaA, 
Spaniah,  Miaaiaaaga,  and  the  Stnuta  of  St.  Mh^, 
all  on  the  barren  northern  coast.  Of  the  outlet  I 
aliall  apeak  in  the  proper  place. 

The  evaporation  must  be  enormoaa,  but  1  am 
not  aware  of  any  estimate  of  it  baring  baM 
made. 

The  reader  mnet  need  be  paUent  while  vot*^!^ 
with  UB  along  the  chill  and  atormy  shores  of  North 
Hnron,  If  hard  to  read,  it  was  harder  far  to  en- 
dure ;  but  the  great  Maker  of  nil  thinga  did  not 
disdain  to  fiishion  them,  and  here  and  there  to 
add  an  ornament. 

Soon  after  onr  entrance  into  this  lake  oar  extra 
proviaions  failed,  and  we  were  content  with  cocoa, 
brown  augar,  and  hiacuit,  night  and  morning;  aatt 
beef  and  potatoes  for  dinner.  Onr  hardy  boatmen 
had  their  uaaal  Indian  country  fare,  maize-aoap 
thrice  a-day,  with  a  glaas  of  whisky  after  annsnal 
exertions,  or  in  cold  weather. 

When  we  issued  from  the  pictureaqne  Nolawa- 
saga  we  found  ourselves  at  the  bottom  of  a  vaat 
circuUr  bay,  fifty  or  sixty  milea  round. 

Stormy  as  the  weather  very  soon  afterwards 
proved,  the  morning  of  that  day  was  serene. 
Everything,  lake,  sanda,  and   foliage,   sparkled 
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andcr  the  njt  of  a  barnii^  «nn,  and  looked  aoft 
•nd  inBoceBt.  Ib  front  the  ejre  naged  orer 
wktcn  »ppareDtljr  without  a  diore,  upon  wbow 
bright  MrTaee  the  low  eraooth  billowi  rolled  ia 
■low  HcccMion  to  the  beach.  On  our  left  was  a 
line  of  woods,  having  in  their  rear  the  "  Blue 
Moantains,"  before  referred  to.  On  our  right  wo 
bad  a  line  of  broken  heights,  usually  well  tim- 
bered, as  far  as  Twentj-mile  Point  and  the 
Christian  Islea,  gnj  and  iudutiact  in  the  eitreme 
north. 

A  reprniral  of  my  notes  shows  that  the  tmpres> 
sion  made  upon  the  mind  by  this  inland  sea  varies 
with  the  hour.  At  one  lime  it  it  thus  written : — 
"  Whrn  the  varieil  shores  of  these  liquid  wilder- 
"  newes  hsve  ceased  lo  attract  the  eye,  and  their 
"  TastneM  to  interest  t)ie  itnaginstiun,  all  sense  of 
"  pleasure  is  lost  in  that  or  gloom  and  solitude, 
"  and  in  the  remembrance  of  their  storms."  At 
another  time  it  is  said,  "  that  I  am  affected  even  to 
"  tears  to  think  that  I  never  again  shall  reek  the 
"  rare  insect  or  fossil,  or  greet  the  friendly  savage, 
"  among  the  shadowy  isles,  ike  purple  niDunlains, 
"  and  broad  waters  of  Lake  Huron." 

Proceeding  northwards  fmm  the  river,  we  ar- 
rived in  due  lime  at  the  north  angle  of  Notawa- 
•aga  Bay,  and  passrd  the  three  Christian  Islands, 
once  a  miasionary  sUlion  of  th«  Roman  Calboliea. 


THB  GIAXTB  TOMB. 


TbtjaMfroin  one  to  three  miles  long  each,  I 
■wrel  to  the  tnain  being  three   miles   distaul 
They  an  covered  with  tine  forests. 

Foar  mites  and  a  half  further  brought  us  tffl 
the  Oitnt')!  Tumb,*  an  oval  inland  three  mila 
lonK.  It  IK  a  landmark  for  great  distances.  fro4 
its  ranmblance  to  a  lofty  cairo,  and  ihen<:e  il 
aaaie.  It  is  a  high  mass  of  Ijiueetone,  ftat-topjie 
nrroaaded  hj  a  belt  of  low  land;  the  wbolt 
idKnd,  except  where  there  is  too  much  sand, 
clothed  with  fine  trees. 

I  was  mach  struck  with  the  state  of  its  shores; 
that  on  the  north  was  scraped  clean  to  the  rock 
by  the  waves,  which  wash  the  very  roots  of  the 
underwood ;  the  east  beach  is  wholly  of  fine  sand, 
and  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  island  are 
covered  with  vast  accumulations  of  rolled  blocks 
only,  of  great  sice,  and  among  others,  of  Labrador 
feldspar,  wbicb  exists  mme  miles  to  the  oorth- 
west  as  a  living  rock.  The  ice  of  winter  may 
have  partly  done  this,  and  dropped  its  burthens 
in  places  of  repose. 

We  now  crossed  to  a  naked  islet  on  the  direct 
way  to  the  North  Main,  holding  Gloucester  Bay 
on  the  east. 

Gloucester  Bay  is  large,  and  very  irr^;alar  ifl 


*  iBlSaSlfanwMBomHiwIionriitioiiattkaGiufiTaab. 
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iu  ootUae.*  Iti  lower  end  taltM  the  aamc  of 
M»iehcdMb,  uii  reedrM  Ui«  rifer  Savara  of  Lake 
Simcoe. 

From  thia  point  (tb«  bamn  gnab  blet),  a  wd- 
dni  ehaagc  of  Meaer;  took  plaea.  The  deep 
watera,  regaW  onUioei,  and  feniUtj  of  tke  mm 
(baaed  «■  lhBeitoaebefcre)eeaMd.  Tbe  intricate 
region  of  iaiete,  of  reeb,utd  aMrabea,  began. 

He  view  from  bcnoe,  oar  dining-pUce  (where 
myeompaMwoald  not  trarerae).  io  very  fine.  Tbe 
npaciouB  mouth  oTGloueeeter  Bajr,  partly  barred 
by  ifllandit,  u  on  the  eaat,  bounded  by  high  wood* 
and  heacDanda.  Looking  •oiilh.  pest  the  lofljr 
Giant'a  Tomb,  partly  hiding  the  Chiiilian  lilea, 
we  Mc  the  lucceuive  cape«  we  had  just  akirted. 
>orl)ierly,  we  bvbeld  the  thousand  rocki  of  the 
north  shore,  backed  by  nnges  of  pine  rore»U. 

We  BOW  made  directly  north,  and  encamped  for 
ibe  night  on  the  slippery  lop  of  a  mound  of  gra- 
nite, twenty  feet  hi<;h,  some  little  distance  from 
Rennir'e  Bay  (so  named  by  Captain  Bayfield). 

Wbelber  we  were  really  on  tbe  main  or  not,  I 

•  ObIj  •  fcw  ■»»  turn  ow  mMuS'phct,  at  tb*  bottOM  of  • 
ntj  MfTO*  tnkt  ia  Glowotrr  Bay.  i>  the  uial  tad  miEtfrj  ite- 
M.  <4  Prnttni^Anr.  OM  of  Ihow  (ttamd  pim  k  irkkh  Iht 
■iiTi  ^  mUitr  hu  to  oA«  lo  nptaU,  cat  at  tnm  Ikr  vMi 
■•rU.  Tim  vlolcn  ipnt  bjr  tk*  oOnn  ia 
wnM,  Md  (cdiou  twioad  ■ 
WksMB,  Ik*  iMiM  «■>  ha  atlMkaa  taat  h<  m*. 
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eaiiDottell,  We  were  among  ■  labyrinth  of  dongb- 
■haped  moonds,  niabj  manbes,  and  tfain  grmta 
of  itanted  cedar,  birch,  alder,  and  red  oak.  We 
oonid  not  Me  600  jarde  into  the  interior. 

Oar  tent  was  only  secured  hj  laying  polea  loaded 
with  Btonet  along  the  bottom  of  the  eanvaB. 

The  evening  had  been  lowering,  hot  afterwardi 
became  partially  dear  and  atarry.  I  left  the  tent 
■t  aboat  eleren  o'clock,  and  was  mneh  stmek  by 
the  picture  Iwfore  and  around  me. 

Our  men  were  asleep  at  the  fire — all,  save  the 
cook  on  duty,  who  was  feeding  it  with  wood,  and 
stirring  the  soup.  The  cool  wind  was  shaking  the 
birch  trees,  and  the  waves  were  whispering  and 
rippling  among  the  reefs  below.  Looking  toward* 
the  head  of  Gloucester  Bay  I  saw  several  solitary 
red  lights  wandering  over  the  surface  of  the  lake, 
which  lay  here  and  there  in  shadow.  These  were 
the  canoe-torches  of  Indians  spearing  the  fish 
attracted  by  tlie  flame.  When  they  chanced  to 
draw  near,  the  flare  of  the  light,  and  the  frequent 
streams  of  cinders  dropping  into  the  water  red- 
hot,  were  reflected  beautifully  on  the  dark  men 
and  their  craft. 

Afler  a  time  I  went  and  eat  on  a  stone  by  the 
side  of  the  cook,  and  watched  his  stirrings  and 
tastings. 

"  Monsieur  le  Doctenr,"  said  be,  breaking  «• 
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l«e*»  "  Umm  Tile  roelu  aad  moruKa  ramind  ma 
"  of  a  uMiap  of  nisa  loi^  ago  in  tba  lodtan 
"  eountriea,  which  woald  bare  pat  an  end  to  me, 
"  *  in*  hm$,'  had  it  not  been  for  a  lio-pot  and  a 
"  Koll'i  neat — thmgi  wnj  aimple,  MoBtiaur  le 
><  Doetear." 

"  Ooriovrjr'i'*' (■»***")  took  ma  and  an  ladiaa 
"  to  look  out  fer  anew  beaver  district  on  the  Black 
"  RiTer,  which  runt  inlo  the  Hackentie. 

**  Two  daft  from  the  Fort,  while  crotttng  a 
"  pond,  I  taw  a  gull's  netl,  with  four  liltle  gaping 
'*  chicka  in  it,  on  a  bare  rock.     I  had  lifted  up 

*  mjr  fuot  to  kick  the  whole  hatch  inlo  the  water, 
"  according  lo  our  notion,  ihat  if  you  kill  a  bird, 

*  a  deer,  or  what  nol,  ten  will  come  imtead,  when 
'  the  bounftoU  forbade  ine. 

"  Well,  one  dajr,  three  weekt  afterwarda,  our 

*  canoe  capsiied  in  a  rapid,  and  we  lout  all — every 
'  tiling,  excefit  a  tin-pot,  which  ttuek  in  one  of 
'  ita  riba.     Of  coune  we  turned  hack,  and  lired 

*  on  dead  fiali,  green  bilberries,  now  and  then  a 
"  yuung  bird,  tripe  de  roche,  and  l^abrador  tea, 
"  which  Airtunalel;  our  pot  enHbled  ua  to  boil. 

"  The  cold  winda  seemed  to  cut  ua  asunder,  and 

*  swept  through  our  Tcrjr  marrow.  Tor  we  lust 
"  moat  of  our  clothe*  loo. 

"  W  hen  we  were  near  tpent  bj  many  dajt*  weary 
'  travel,  the  botaytois  told  at  that  if  wa  would 
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**  work  like  gallant  men,  he  woald  give  os  a  meat- 
**  aiipper  on  the  morrow's  night.  We  wondered, 
**  but  somehow  believed  the  bon  homme. 

*'  Sure  enough,  on  the  next  evening,  we  reaehed 
**  a  pond.  1  knew  it  immediately.  Above  a  bare 
**  rock  two  old  gulls  hovered  and  sported  in  the 
*'  air.  Trusting  the  young  birds  had  not  flowD, 
"  but  fearing  they  had,  we  rushed  to  the  nest  and 
"  found  four  large  plump  pullets,  which  I  certainly 
"  think,  blessed  be  God,  saved  our  lives.  The 
"  next  day  we  fell  in  with  some  friendly  Indians/' 

'*  So  you  see,*'  said  I,  "  Baptisle,  that  mercy  is 
'*  the  best  policy." 

The  next  morning  early  we  started  for  the  old 
trading  post  of  Bourassa.  The  whole  intervening 
north  shore,  thirty  miles  long,  is  as  much  cut  up, 
and  as  full  of  iiords  and  inlets,  as  the  coast  of 
Norway.  These  are  sometimes  several  miles 
deep,  and  receive  rivers,  guch  as  the  Muskoka, 
Moon,  and  Sejruine.  It  is  faced,  too,  with  a 
multitudinous  belt  several  miles  broad,  of  rocky 
or  tolerably-wooded  islands,  invested  by  marshes, 
rushy  basins,  and  lagoons,  so  nuniei*ous  and  in- 
tricate as  to  baflBe  the  most  experienced  guide. 
Captain  Bayfield  counted  in  this  part  of  the  lake 
7000  islets  and  islands  within  forty-five  square 
miles.  It  was  small  blame  to  us,  therefore,  that 
we  were  lost  in  the  deep  bay,  which  is  honoured 
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hj  tbe  nsne  of  Pruklhi,  eut  of  Pany't  Soond, 
ebolud  with  reedj  uleU  uid  lultdrowDcd  enn- 
Iwrrjr  gnandi.* 

TliH  happened  towards  erenii^.  It  wu  then 
Mowing  a  horrieaiM  in  the  open  lake,  where  in 
oar  boat  we  did  not  like  fa>  Tentnre.  We  accord- 
ingly crept  along  nnder  the  lee  oF  thii  and  that 
ialct;  but  althoagb  onr  gnide  had  been  c»  this 
coast  tcTeral  timn,  his  memory  failed  him ;  and 
we  were  conip«>lled  to  <>ncamp,  after  many  weary 
•ttemptit  to  find  onr  way. 

We  were  on  the  ouliikirts  of  the  island  groups. 
1  shall  never  rur|;:et  tlie  huar«e  raging  of  the 
storm,  mingli-d  with  the  whiitile  of  the  bowed 
reed-beds  —  ao  different  from  the  crinped  smiles 
of  yrstenlaT.  Wc  were  glatl  to  pitch  our  little 
lent  in  a  tolerably  dry  bole  under  a  bu«b,  fnitten* 
ing  it  down  with  double  care,  and  eovfring  it 
with  a  few  pine- branches  to  make  it  warmer; 
fur  the  low,  ei()o»ed  iolet,  gave  us  litlle  shelter 
from  the  revistlcsri  wind.  But  when  once  en- 
•conred    within    our  ingenious  defences,  it  was 

•  TW  cnobtTTj  innii  ia  ihallowi.  nrnipated  oTiBKnlli  prinj. 
tn«  B»snJi.  Ate  janln  niturr.  hvitIj  ubiiTt  wmtrr,  ■UpuM 
pMd*  rail  oT  (ahrd  •r|trti(i'ir.     Hulli  pUnl  uil  rrail  l>r  InB.    TW 


fagk-iaioared.  foil  of  juht.  ikin  irr?  Ikm,  ind  irf  tk*  luc  irf  ■ 
»■}■«  ■wblr.  1  builrd  ap  with  mfmr  ■  food  "»>;  >■  Oelofacr. 
mi  bud  thm  ■  dcKikw  xUidaB  tg  ow  tfpn*. 
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right  iw«et  to  remcniber  the  line  of  the  dd 


All  the  next  day  we  liy  wind-honnd.  At  whm 
risk  we  might  h^Tfl  proceeded  on  the  open  lake ; 
bnt  it  was  not  thought  pmdent  to  expoM  oar 
Talaable  inatramrata  to  chance  of  damage. 

The  aarTeyon  m^nwhile  prepared  thdr  field- 
books. 

On  the  third  day  the  wind  lulled,  and  we  were 
about  to  leave,  when  at  two  p.u.  we  perceived  a 
small  black  object  a  mile  off,  in  the  open  and 
still  rough  lake.  We  hoisted  a  handkerchief 
upon  a*  pole,  when  the  object  drew  near,  and 
proved  to  be  an  old  Indian  woman  (or  witch),  in 
a  bobbing  corial,  travelling  on  her  private  afiairs 
(wtih  the  wind,  be  it  remembered),  her  grey  hair 
and  brown  tattera  streaming  before  her.  Our 
interpreter  explained  our  situation.  She  pro- 
mised (hat  her  sons  should  pilot  us  the  neit 
morning  into  a  known  part  of  the  lake,  joyfully 
swallowed  a  glass  of  whisky,  and  departed. 

Next  morning,  at  nine,  two  stout  young  Indians 
arrived.  We  were  soon  ready,  and  very  glad  to 
follow  their  leading. 

Towards  the  mainland  was  a  basin  a  mile  wide, 
shut  up  apparently  by  tall  reeds  and  ieleu.     This 
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IImj  eroMad,  brukiog  throDgfa  tbe  reed*,  uid 
•n  intervil  betweao  roelu  not  mora  thui  tbrae  or 
foar  jirds  wide.  Hud  in  like  maoner  tranrMd 
Ymna  after  buio,  with  nrikeei  M  onrofflod  and 
fiur  M  tfaa  opsn  lake  wai  rough  and  dark. 

The  Indiana  now  made  for  a  email  roaod  idand 
ia  OM  of  Uwie  gUae;  poob,  which  was  helted 
ronnd  by  tail  aapeo  and  birch.  We  landed  near 
a  canoe  drawn  high  and  dry  on  shore,  and 
moaoting  a  woodjr  bank  we  mw  before  u,  to 
onr  astoniahment,  a  imall  otkI  meadow,  in  the 
centre  of  which  waa  an  Indian  camp  of  five  wig- 
wams, warm  and  still  within  the  thick  screen  of 
leaves.  Men,  women,  children,  and  dt^  were 
all  about — the  men  mending  nets,  tbe  women 
poanding  com,  and  the  children  in  busy  plaj 
until  the  {lale-faces  appeared. 

I  was  ddighted  with  the  well-fed,  good- 
humoured  looks  of  these  red  men ;  and  1  made 
hrourable  comparisons  between  them  and  the 
Ulaagow  weaTera. 

They  had  managed  better  than  ua  during  tbe 
last  few  days — onraelves  for  shelter  embracing  a 
naked  rock,  they  hoascd  in  a  warm,  grassy  isle. 

••  Thm'a •  bloMW  farlht b« I 
The  Uncm  kM  iu  bnka : 
Tkc  ladiaD  loo  Ui  hidui|-plKC 
WfaM  iW  ■!««  k  •>  tht  hb." 


08  pabkt'i  aovRi). 

The  highot  complimaat  that  an  laJiiii  on 
paj  to  a  white  maa  is^  that  he  ia  almoat  a»  «Me  v 
one  of  themieUea — bnt  this  coiaea  not  mnA  ate 
an  apprentieeahip  of  tw«n^  yean. 

Uaring  pre-paid  our  piltrta,  and  boaglit  atmt 
fish,  we  left.  After  goiog  some  thna  or  t»r 
milei,  our  own  guide  began  to  eafj  mSl-kmowt 
landmarki,  and  our  new  friendi  took  tlieir  kaM. 
The  Bouraaia  Poet  ii  on  an  iaUud  in  Varrf* 
Sound,  and  consisted,  in  1823,  of  two  long,  low, 
bam-like  huts,  among  sand-bills,  mounds,  asd 
dwarf-cedars. 

Parry's  Sound  is  a  magnificent  sheet  of  wata, 
ten  or  twelve  miles  broad,  and  as  many  in  length, 
eontatning  one  very  large  island,  and  a  countless 
number  of  small  ones.  The  River  Seguine  enten 
at  its  bottom.  Captain  Bayfield  found  parts  of 
this  sound  390  feet  deep. 

The  scenery  is  truly  beautiful.  Fir-dad  hills 
all  around — rocky  islets  and  open  basins.  We 
made  the  circuit  of  it  close  in  shore. 

Twenty  miles  north-west  from  hence  we  passed 
in  the  offing  tbe  fur-trading  post  of  La  Bonde* 

*  ne  didikt  of  L>  Roode  (nztj-ftre  nilca  from  IVuetiugm- 
■hene,  ■ccordiog  to  Mr.  Dodotui,  o  respectable  Indun  trader),  to 
luiproDiiimg  and  detolate,  oontiiiis  a  rock  formatioii  of  gn>t 
bnntj  and  raritf . 

Some  little  diiluee  into  tbe  Uke,  dd*  or  two  mile*,  oulude  the 
uuer  l>dt  of  Unds,  it  a  dsitar  (tbe  Indian  Iilea,  peAipt,  of 


(near  the  flhiMwiigt  River),  *  >idueh«lj^ 
looking  lof[-hoUi,  with  a  dutar  of  oat-kooM, 
Mnk  Cor  pratoelioa  behiad  aoan  auid-hMpa  and 
rodti. 

Other  trad««  have  wintering-boaMa  ia  thit 
ne^bearbood,  am  the  waM  lide  of  a  low  pro- 
moalorj,  froia  tea  to  tlitrteeo  oailee  long.  Not  far 
from  it*  bottom  there  U  a  Toy  oarrow  inlet, 
which  rone  eaet  two  nUet  or  mora,  and  then 
rcceiTCS  the  Miukokony  River. 

La  Ronde  ia  Mveatjr-two  milee  lonlh-eaM  uf 
tb«  Freoeb  Rirer. 

The  (eatjuva  of  thii  long  interral  are  of  the 
iame  intricate  nature  as  in  ihiit  from  the  Giaat'e 
Tomb — ■■  full  of  heKillands  and  deep  inleta  of 
narshea  and  loeky  lagoons. 

But  the  itieu  are  uanalljr  lower,  amaUer,  and 
aiore  naked ;  and  they  advance  farther  oot  into  tlie 
lake,  a^  Holitarv  mounds,  hardly  emerging  above 

BarftrU  I ,  not  rttj  rlow  tufclhar,  of  pis;  iilcts,  nhollf  eom|*>Mj, 
I  WK*r.  irf  Lkbfwlnr  frlili|<4r.  —  ow  of  tlw  BOrt  bfamtMU  of 
kMn  imkf.  imt  wludk  h  it  nil  kwnk.  irbni  pdMol  w 
mmtkj  wMtad.  tMvmn  ■  bMBiitul  iridnccsi-r.  Thk  nuofral  >■ 
nntj  (oBDd  ia  nit.  I  nu|tbt  mil  Iutc  noticed  il ;  bat  Uk  h«a>j 
•ua  Hlueh  oti-arraJ  u  wc  mm  roitisi  hif  htPuiflil  ovt  Ihc  fttf 
•t  ^iiwilii  (viuan.  Il  ■  bM  witk  U  Anadbl,  ■■  Nucwsi,  The 
tm\  II  r  aiipnml  hi  be  liir  blU*  1<iii|,  ui<I  ti.  I  ■ajptcl,  num  t 
«,  EM  Bj  retBRi  in  tht  BUtamn,  brin|  obli^nl  by  ibinBj  wtuhrr 
to  Imp  chm  <■  *n*.  I  «J  not  M  U,  ■Itha^h  I  Vwbd  to  k. 
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•water.    Being  often  in  line  ■oDth^westwrnrdi,  tb^ 
look  St  a  diatuice  like  a  iboal  of  poipoiM«. 

There  is  little  nse  in  miontelj  dcKribing  theee 
monotonoDS  waatea.  Tbejr  ue  m  eztennn  and 
aniform,  that  I  think  none  bat  a  praetiaecl  lodiui 
ooold  erer  find  again  any  g^ren.  spot — that  ia, 
without  a  laige  map.  Ci^tua  Bayfield,  R.K. 
and  Mr.  Collins  hare  been  employed  aerentl 
years  in  the  sarrey  of  these  and  other  parts  of 
Lake  Huron.    Their  maps  are  on  a  lat^  scale. 

We  passed  along  this  coast  in  stormy  weather, 
and  had  to  avail  oureelvee  of  the  least  shelter  in 
endeavoaring  to  make  progress.  The  open  lake 
waa  often  everywhere  white  with  breakers,  and 
therefore  not  navigable  by  as.  We  crept  along 
inside  a  succession  of  sea-walls  or  breakwaters  of 
low  rocks,  a  few  feet  broad,  but  each  a  mile  or 
more  long,  and  snch  as  twenty  millions  sterling 
eonld  not  build. 

While  passing  through  this  archipelago,  we 
seldom  saw  the  main ;  but  one  fine  day  (on  our 
return)  we  stood  out  into  the  lake,  some  milea 
east  of  the  French  River,  and  saw  a  considerable 
way  into  the  interior. 

It  was  an  extensive  flat  covered  with  pines. 
It  ia  known  that  aome  miles  further  north  the 
eoontry  becomes  a  fertile  table  land,  750  feet 
above  the  level  of  Lake  Huron. 
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Bjr  way  of  •bowing  the  ihiftt  we  were  pot  to 
ia  the  n^ioni  Dorth-wett  of  Perrj'i  Sound,  I 
may  nteolion  that,  after  travelling  all  day, 
drcnelied  with  rain,  we  could  not  on  one  oceaaioa 
find  a  dry  place  to  rest  in,  and  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  lighting  a  fire.  From  the  flummita  of 
the  mounda  we  should  have  bees  blown  away, 
■nd  their  udea  were  too  alippery  ;  io  we  pitched 
Ibc  tent  over  a  little  watercourM  created  by  the 
rain.  We  floored  it  with  rough  polei  cut  from 
the  young  trees  adjacent,  and  coTered  tliem  with 
Urpanlin.  On  ihis  wc  laid  our  little  blanket 
beds.  While  staying  here  wind-bound  for  forty- 
eight  houiD,  we  heard  night  and  day  the  ripple 
of  the  streamlet  beucath  our  feet. 

While  in  this  comfortless  abcnle,  our  astro- 
nomer told  me  that  about  twenty  years  ago  a 
continued  and  heavy  rein  occurred  about  latitude 
50"  in  the  Rocky  MuunUins.  The  rills  and 
ditches  becHmc  rivers,  tlic  riven  floods  and  seas. 
All  the  low  grounds  were  inundated.  The  In- 
dians were  in  great  alarm,  and  ibuught  a  second 
deluge  was  coming,  until  one  evening  a  rainbow 
appeared,  which  quite  appeased  them.  They  call 
it  "  the  mark  of  life,"  or  "  the  sun-strings." 

The  weather  took  up  when  we  crossed  French 
River  Hay.  This  bay  is  three  miles  broad  and 
two  mile*  and  a  half  deep.     Its  fonn  ia  regular. 
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tfie  tboKt  low,  bat  liigfa  woody  ridge*  pment 
ihamwlTcs,  from  ton  to  flftam  milao  a  tha  nm. 
Poiat  OrondbkM,  the  Baa«  of  tfaa  wMt  aaglerf 
tlial)^,isBuik«Bdakalffirondieriver.  Iti»t  . 
bMdlud  IGOO  yvdt  aeRMB.  Not  &r  bcMO  tlH* 
U  a  gnop  of  ladian  drawings  on  a  anootli  diC 

Tkc  aorth  eoait  of  Laka  Hartn,  finm  a  few 
miUa  east  of  Frcneh  Riw,  raw  a  litde  walk 
of  wert.  It  bad  run  north-aorth-weat ;  and  I 
nnurked  tbat  a  Mriea  of  hij^  UDs  wbicb,  at 
tbe  moatb  (rf  tfae  Fr«ncb  Rirer,  was  proeeeding 
weitwards  to  j<nn  the  lake  rei;  obliquel;,  bc;^, 
in  ten  or  twelre  miles,  to  form  its  actual  maigia 
in  slopes  and  ridges  ;  and  it  maj  be  said,  once  for 
all,  that  ridge  after  ridge  in  snccession,  in  like 
manner,  strike  the  lake  shore  neariy  to  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary. 

From  Point  Grondines  to  tfae  Fox  Islands  is  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles,  principally  along  aa 
open  basin. 

The  Fox  Islands  are  in  tfainly-aeattered  dooghy 
monnds,  piled  one  opon  another  to  100  or  120 
feet,  and  barren,  ssTe  a  few  pines.  They  are  six 
miles  and  a  half  sooth  of  Collins'  Sound . 

The  Tiews  among  the  Fox  Islands  are  very 
IHCtnresqne.  Twenty  or  more  groteaqoe  high 
islands  of  rocks  and  pines  are  scattered  over  a 
broad  expanse  of  lake.     On  the  north-west  is  a 


■Nf^fltnt  fliieidar  bvft  mmmaiti  kgr  ■wm 
tafaw  wbMt  bate  ^  vstan  alsM  Wtbe.  Ob 
Ifca  MudMrnt.  Iht  loag  Mm  Hm  of  11m  OiMid 

IfaailM  i*  Ntn  pwihiy  «Mt  smI  w«I — giWMU 
hiiil,  ftoi  in  hdgtfnd  ^ii 
9mU  b  Ml  of  Am  *eea»7'.  It  h  I 
Mav  irilM  brcMd.  wU,  togrtber  vith  a  wdli- 
tBiaofMMlltr  kIwMb,  hM  oM  which  ii  Tory  hwg, 
■■d  w  ■arrow  ia  parli,  thai,  btii^  coMpdhJ  by 
Twigtiiiiiw  weather  ia  aDtamn  to  take  Am  iaaer 
HMte  between  thu  isle  and  the  tnainland,  we 
ficqaently  beard  the  plaah  and  roar  of  the  wave* 


Thk  itrah  u  called  La  Morandiire,  from  bar- 
i^  been  \oag  the  re»idenee  of  an  Indtaa  trader 
of  that  Dame. 

Half  a  mik  from  a  mined  fort  ii  Point 
Coltea,*  a  low  {^atferm  of  horizontal  rocks,  jol- 
tiag-  a  little  into  the  water,  and  ehte6f  to  be 
DOtieed  a*  beio^  the  tite  of  obeerratiom  for  lon^ 
fade  and  latitude,  made  by  order  of  the  Boan- 
dary  CommtMion.  Near  H  is  an  excellent  land- 
BMik— a  white  rock,  300  feet  high,  ririag  oat 
of  a  dcDM  forest. 

Proaa  the  Fox  Itlanda  and  the  conUgocnu  ibore 
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tbe  Bcenwj  of  tbe  lake  for  thirty  milM  westwardi 
maket  s  BaddeD  chuge.  Ilie  dreary  eranfacny 
muihea,  thnr  reeds  and  monndB,  are  raplseed  bf 
the  loft;  and  well-wooded  district  of  La  CloehsL 

It  has  been  left  for  Captain  Bayfield  to  h^ 
down  these  bewildering  regions  with  aeeoraey  ia 
diarts;  and  it  has  been  the  work  of  yean. 

Fot  my  part  I  only  say,  that,  fixtm  the  Strait 
of  La  Morandiire  I  have  passed  three  timei 
westward,  through  an  apparently  endleti  safri 
cession  of  basins  of  free  water  (only  recognising 
at  these  sep&rate  visits  a  few  great  features),  with 
the  hills  of  the  main  on  the  north — steep  emi- 
nences of  snow-white  quartz,  from  600  to  700  feet 
high ;  and  on  the  south  the  high  slopes  and  ter^ 
races  of  the  Grand  Manitouline — almost  always 
a  prominent  object  in  Lake  Huron.  The  few 
islands  in  the  interspaces  are  of  limestone,  pre- 
cipitous and  ptne>clad.  Captain  Bayfield's  sailon 
ascended  one  of  these  hills,  and  I  took  rock  spe- 
cimens from  another,  one-third  of  the  way  to  its 
top.     We  dined  at  its  foot. 

lo  two  places  in  this  neighbourhood,  at  Cape 
Peter  (the  north-west  angle  of  Smyth's  Bay),  and 
at  the  large  compact  island  of  La  Cloche,  tbe 
entrance  into  the  north-west  arm  or  wing  of 
Lake  Huron  is  almost  blocked  up  by  the  near 
approach  to  each  other  of  certain  capes  of  the 
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Maiitonline  and  the  main.  At  Cape  Peter  lita 
barrage  ia  wirted  by  ialeti ;  and  at  La  Clocbe, 
that  uland  it  itseir  the  prindpal  interpoaed  maaa. 
The  strait  between  it  and  the  ManitonliDe  is  onlj 
a  finr  fanndred  yards  wide ;  and  eTen  part  of  this 
is  taken  op  with  an  islet.  It  has  been  paswd 
tbroagb  by  my  deceased  friend,  Ueatenant  tirant, 
in  the  schooner  Conflanee.  The  strait  <«  the 
aide  of  the  mainland  is  Tery  narrow  aiao;  the 
headland  from  the  north  being  many  mile*  long, 
and  very  indented. 

We  find  Hill  Island  on  the  west,  and  wilhio  a 
few  miles  of  this  headland.  From  a  high  bill  on 
the  main  opposite  this  island,  ascended  by  the 
crew  of  the  Confiance,  the  interior  appeared  lerel 
and  corered  with  pines. 

The  island  of  Ia  Cloche*  is  high,  compact  in 
shape,  and  of  conaiderahle  site.  It  ia  uninhabited 
except  by  Indians  occasionally. 

It  has  some  cxtensire  platforms  of  limestone 
about  it,  nearly  of  the  same  IcTel  as  the  lake,  on 
which  I  met  with  some  curious  fossils. 

We  encamped  on  a  low  i»let  for  the  n^ht,  near 
La  C'loehe.     lis  rocks  were  rery  full  of  crericea, 

*  It  unoIM  AnaMBt  oTiUnickiriBcinf  UkcalwUaabMa( 
■fadl.  nil  particoUrtjr  ipplia  to  odc  Ioom  bMallk  auM  Ijnac 
•■  IW  ihon,  UtMi  nilH  btlo*  the  lUtk  8 
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wUek  luvboned  wo  wmmj  Itng  komt 
(inoytofoMlMle),  that  it  was  Ml  vnti  im  kirf 
killad  aoiiM,  and  frightewdl  away  tte  vBaBaadtf, 
that  wa  vaKlufad  to  go  to  rest. 

The  saaM  night  I  had  asodMr  Kttla  firigiit 
here.  Sitting  roond  a  fire  at  oar  eapfer  of 
eoeoe,  nearly  in  the  daric,  jatt  ae  I  was  diia  ■■iia| 
a  hiseait  radier  iMu^er  than  nmal,  I  hiypened  t» 
tarn  roondy  wImo,  behold,  a  tall  figuia  was  ii^ 
tioaed  on  a  ledge  a  little  abore  ns,  in  a  strange 
robe,  and  lidding  a  long  staff  in  his  hand.  I 
nudged  my  neighbonr.  After  a  nuMnent  or  two's 
delay,  he  called  oat  to  it, ''  Nidge  ^  (<'  Friend/'  ia 
Indian).  He  was  an  Indian,  and  then  joined  us 
with  his  usual  noiseless  tread.  He  had  seen  our 
fire,  and  had  come  in  hopes  of  biscuit  and  perhaps 
a  glass  of  spirits.  Unusual  as  it  is  among  Indians, 
he  stood  waiting  for  an  invitation  to  join  us. 

Near  the  island  of  La  Cloche,  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  almost  hidden  by  young  trees,  we 
met  with  the  ruins  of  a  small  French  fort,  at 
that  time  only  ten  feet  high,  and  built  a  hundred 
years  ago  of  very  large  slabs  of  limestone,  for  a 
defence  against  the  Indians. 

I  can  only  speak  of  the  district  of  La  Cloche  in 
general  terms. 

The  traveller,  from  the  unsightly  north-east 
shore,  comes  well  prepared  to  be  charmed  with 
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it.  No  put  of  the  gnat  Qin»cli«p  Uka  em  be 
eompand  with  tbU  portion  of  lake  Hsroa,  u  &r 
as  mj  penoiul  ezperienee  goa.  All  at  oace  we 
flad  oandrei  Miling  over  ealm  and  ckar  waten, 
aaad  cluBtering  ule«  of  all  line,  loini  with  high 
eli&,  aome  Ivtng  low,  all  wooded,  and  skirting  a 
lofty  mainUnd. 

Hera  and  thera  we  paaa  by  little  gnmj  valleys, 
pai^-Kka,  with  elompa  of  trcca  and  onbrageoas 
Bveniiee,  as  if  leailinf;  to  some  deserted  mansion. 

The  especial  beauty  of  them  places  very  much 
arises  from  deep  shadows,  and  ihe  harmonious 
tints  of  the  vegetation  — frofli  the  vivid  whiteness 
of  the  bald  qaarts  hills,  and  the  quick  alternation 
of  open  and  close  scenery.  During  long  journeys 
on  important  business  we  cannot  sketch  where 
we  moat  desire  to  do  so.    Thus  was  it  here. 

S>  extrnsivc  and  perplexing;  Is  this  region  of 
wood,  rock,  and  water,  that  although  some  of  us 
were  no  strangers  here,  still,  by  uking  a  northern 
direction  at  the  west  end  of  the  great  sheet  of 
water,  either  called  or  near  to  Le  For£t  des  B(»s,* 
iastcad  of  the  proper  coone,  we  deviated  into  a 
large  archipelago  of  romantic  beanty.  This  error 
east  u  five  hours*  liard  labour. 

thn  style  of  country,  exceeding  twenty-five 
■ilea  in  length,  terminate*  westwaida  a  few  miles 

•  Mwth^l  oftW  blMd  of  U  Clocta. 
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before  we  reach  little  Sagamae  River,  the  inimB- 
diate  otnlh  shore  now  becoming  lower,  and  Ab 
well-known  belt  of  small  islets  in-afaore  beiBg 
resumed  to  some  extent,  while,  midwnj  between 
the  main  and  the  Grand  Manitooline  (platriy 
seen),  are  eight  large  and  woodjr  iales,  in  littk 
groups,  spread  over  the  open  lake. 

The  Little  Sagamuo  eaters  at  the  bottom  oft 
shallow  bay,  under  the  protecti(«i  of  a  belt  d 
trap  ialandt.  It  b  forty  feet  wide,  and  at  the 
distance  of  600  yards  from  its  month  is  preciiu- 
tated  obliquely  over  a  rock,  twenty  feet  high, 
buried  in  woods,  and  with  a  very  respectable 
share  of  foam,  fury,  &c.  It  is  the  outlet  of  a 
small  lake  one  mile  off. 

An  Indian  trader,  of  the  name  of  M'Bean,  has 
been  here  many  years,  and  has  ^ven  his  name  to 
the  spot. 

On  a  grassy  flat,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Saga- 
muc,  we  found  some  Indian  wigwams,  resting  in 
unbroken  stiUness.  The  young  men  were  lying 
lazily  about,  and  the  women  busy,  as  their  wont  is ; 
the  younger  having  their  usual  good-humoured, 
chubby  faces,  their  musical  voices  pouring  out 
multitudinous  criticisms  upon  our  manners  and 
appearance. 

I  ran  to  gather  a  specimen  of  the  rock  at  the 
waterfall,  hat  such   a  flock  of  capering  imps 
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attended  me  tfa»t  I  OMild  Merce  peribnn  my 
luk. 

1  luTc  rcMoa  to  believe  that  the  Ojibbemj 
Indtaiu,  Utely  in  Englsod,  nme  from  tbii  neigfa- 
boorhood.  Tbey  were  Weflejim  ProtestuiM, 
■ad  did  honour  to  tbcir  profniioo.  There  hu 
been  « tmftll  Weelej-ui  mimion  heresboate. 

Near  tha,  to  the  w«t,  »re  tbe  riTers  Le  Ser^ 
pent  and  Send.  They  are  imall ;  bat  tbe  latter 
b  Dsed  to  reach  Lake  Nipiuing. 

Ten  or  twelve  miles  along  a  billy  mainshore 
brings  us  to  Spinisli  Bay,  Aird's  Bay,  or  the  Bay 
of  Sagamuc.  We  passed  across  its  mouth,  which 
u  many  miles  wide,  and  defended  by  a  long  line 
of  woody  islands,  the  largest  of  which  is  called 
Aird's.  The  inner  shores  of  Aird's  Biy  are  alto- 
gether out  of  light,  bat  we  saw  that  its  west  side 
no  northerly,  in  a  series  of  lofty  and  partially- 
wooded  bluffii.  No  map,  except  the  little-known 
one  of  CapUin  Bayfleld,  gires  any  idea  of  this 
large  bay. 

That  officer  told  me  that  it  is  very  large,  and 
receives  tbe  finest  river  of  Lake  Haron,  excepting 
St.  Mary's  (from  Lake  Superior). 

The  Spanish  or  Sagamuc  RiTcr  is  navigable 
for  boats,  without  a  [xirlBge,  for  tbtrty-flve  miles, 
along  a  channel  averaging  120  yards  in  breadth, 
with  freqncnt  rapids,  some  from  four  to  mx  miles 
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mn  hour  at  nanrows.  The  tinall  lakes  into  wUdk 
the  Sf^amuc  occasionally  expands  are  fidl  if 
islets.  One  of  these  expanses  is  called  Birehhark 
Lake.  Navigation  is  stopped  by  a  fidl  thir^  iut 
high,  passing  over  a  shining  greenstone.  This 
rirer  cominanieates  with  Lake  Tematseaming. 
The  name  of  '*  Spanish"  is' given  to  it  fimn  its 
having  been  onoe  occnjued  by  Spanisii  Indians, 
as  I  have  heard.    It  has  two  months. 

About  forty-two  miles  west  from  the  Little 
Sagamuc  is  the  River  Missassaga,  Spanish  Bay 
occurriDg  in  this  interval.  These  forty-two 
miles  are  distributed  into  a  chain  of  beautiful  and 
large  basins  by  successive  sets  of  islands,  those 
near  the  main  being  of  primitive  rock,  small, 
various  in  height  (from  20  to  200  feet),  and  so 
surrounded  by  shallows  and  reefs  as  to  make 
passing  even  in  boats  difficult. 

We  kept  close  to  the  main  shore,  and  found  it 
well  wooded.  In  the  evening  many  of  the  trees 
were  enveloped  and  surmounted  by  myriads  of 
flies,  in  a  spiral  pyramidal  wreath,  constantly 
rising  and  falling.  At  a  distance  they  looked 
like  a  thin  smoke.  The  same  may  be  seen  occa- 
sionally in  England. 

The  Missassaga  is  a  fine  river,  and  has  two 
entrances,  one  on  each  side  of  a  marshy  tongue 
of  land  1400  yards  across. 


BE.  Ill 

The  flMtcfm  iwMtk  h  tbt  lw|Mt,  ud  is  ISO 
jvdi  bnMd,  Mcordiag  to  Ckptain  BsyfleM ;  «ad 
calcra  the  Uu  w  a  flat  beach,  aaody  and  roeky  • 
ia  plariM     Tht  falli  fint  nrt  with  paM  orer  ni 


In  1848.  Mr.  Logan,  the  previneial  geolofiet, 
•■eeadad  this  river  tor  ferty  nilet,  one  of  iti  tri- 
balariee  for  wren  ailee,  and  eaolhcr  for  bar; 
ae  welt  at  two  lalue  on  the  Grand  Battare 
Portage. 

On  another  occiNon  I  ascended,  with  a  fur- 
trader,  tor  five  or  six  miles,  to  a  North-wetf 
Company  Station,  a  rirer  of  good  breadth  at  the 
iDoutb,  end  widening  within,  flowing  from  the 
interior  among  Urge  meadows  and  pineriee,  into 
the  lake,  and  this  two  miles  east  of  the  best- 
knuwo  entrance.  The  llhine,  among  tlie  reedy 
pastures  behnv  Straihurg,  reminded  me  of  the 
Itiver  Mtssas*aga.  We  encamped,  on  this  noca- 
•ioo,  fur  the  nigbt,  on  tiie  river  side  among 
willows  and  luu^  dry  grass;  but  Uie  latter  took 
Grv,  and  woulil  have  burnt  us  up,  if  we  had  not 
insUntly  and  rigorously  bi-at  it  out  with  large 
bought. 

In  what  may  be  called  the  Aliseaieaga  Uistriet, 
abile  the  edge  of  the  ]»ke  is  nmrsliy.  wc  have,  in 
the  interior,  a  range  of  tulembly  high  hills  running 
parallel  to  the  lake  shore. 


iff  ■  TAKBSiLOa. 

Tbe  space  bstmen  Wmmmgkt  and  4lw  Pobt, 
«ad  Birsr,  ThsMilon  {tvantf-^ht  buIm  daBg 
the  nortb  Ai»«),  ii  •  sariM  <^  dHBoir,  innlf 
eamtarei,  wa  azcMriTdy  eaeamberad  wHIi  anatk 
blockt,*  Hiat  landiiig  ii  •omevhatdifBeiilt,.fliipfr 
jiiaU  J  ■eTantam  miles  west  of  BTmusigR. 

Along  sbora  we  bere  more  ssndy  beeehis  tbsa 
nsul,  extMiding  e  good  wej  into  tbs  low  nd 
sterile  n^hbonrhood,  oTergrown  with  wild  Tine^ 
sod  cherries,  sod  dwarf  pnes. 

Scarps  of  basalt  and  round-backed  moand^ 
solitarj'  rocks,  witb  gla»d  Borfaces,  are  sprinkled 
over  oar  ronte,  bat  not  in  the  profusioo  we  find 
east  of  the  French  River. 

Point  Thesaalon  is  a  narrow  strip  of  low,  wooded 
laod,  faced  with  bowlders  and  sand,  a  mile  long 
on  its  east  side,  A  single  tree  at  the  point,  in 
advance  of  all  its  brethren,  marks  the  locali^ 
well.  This  was  the  nortb-eastem  limit  of  the 
Boundary  Commission's  Sarvey  in  Lake  Buron. 
It  is  in  this  neighbourhood  that  many  orthocen, 
fire  and  six  feet  long,  have  been  seen,  but  not 
removed  on  account  of  their  weight  and  size. 

Theesalon  Bay  (of  which  the  point  just  men- 
tioned forms  the  west  angle)  is  three  miles  acroM 
and  one  deep.    It  is  principally  Eand-bank,  co- 

*  Among  Oiew  m  muua  of  b«&ntifol  jaqtcr  padtUngMoWi 
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▼ered  with  drift-wood.  At  iM  botlom  the  Rirer 
ThesMlon  putbei  throngh  nigged  eminences  of 
trap.  It  ii  thirty  or  fbr^  j»rdB  broad  at  iti 
mouth,  and  b  bordered  by  willows  and  olhor 
trees.  Its  use  upwards  I  do  not  know ;  but 
Mr.  Logan  says,  that  he  met  with  foar  &lls  on  it, 
13,  IS,  t),  and  3  feet  respeetirely,  affording  ex- 
cellent will-scats.  Some  ofthe  land  in  the  Talley, 
be  says,  is  well  fitted  for  eultiration. 

The  whole  region,  extending  from  the  Rir^ 
Mi-iasBBga,  in  this  lake,  to  the  Itirer  Montreal 
in  l^ke  Saperior,  in  a  north-west  direction,  will 
cvfiitaally  be  coTered  with  n  numerous  mining 
]Ht|tuUtion. 

Within  the  last  few  years  (1849)  large  deposits 
of  copper  ore  have  been  met  witli  at  the  extre- 
mities ofthe  line  just  iudicatcd. 

Considerable  ^nnts  hmTc  been  made  by  Go- 
terament  for  mining  purposes,  after  an  official 
oarvey  by  the  Colonial  geologist,  whose  last 
ftrport  (made  iu  January  1S49)  furnishes  the 
following  particulars : — 

Twrnly-two  mining  locations  aro  ctniined  of 
(iiivemmciit  on  the  north  shore  of  ibis  lake,  but 
the  Hrace  Minra,  nine  miles  went  of  llic  Thes- 
^a|n;i  Itiver,  arc  tlie  farthvi't  advaurcd  and  ibc 
':n-t  liituwn. 

All  tlic  way  from  the   Falls  of  St.  Mary  (o 

VOL.  t 


"IM  ■  TUB  BKL'CE  MINES.  ^^^^H 

Oh— iPMiihwing  ihoin  man  <tr  Vm  fajBMfaiin 
■sfeonMr. 

ISw  <^>per  ore  aari  fiiiwMrf  itaff  «t  ftt 
Bnee  Minai,  in  July  l8M.mal4r6«BM.4|inK 
■boat  118  tmti  ofpn*e«aff>r.  Ihe  vxpMMlMB 
ja  fiepteabar  1 848'w>t,  that  Ibe  l«te  midd  jidd 
afiOtow  ofndi  on  aHmtUf.  lanye^MHtite 
inn  alrwd;  bsen  «nt  to  Montraal  aad  BoMm. 

One  handnd  »ai  nty-Afae  per— n  wan  tm- 
plowed  Kt  these  mines,  which,  with  their  fiuniBes, 
gave  B  popal&tion  of  2oO  soala. 

Three  irame-buildings,  thirty  log-houses,  and 
two  wharfe,  bad  been  erected.  The  harbour  was 
good  and  timber  abundant. 

The  rocks  whieb  cotopose  the  Bruce  Mines 
are  greenstone,  granites,  sienitic  conglomerate, 
with  iti)  associate  alate  and  quartz  rock,  whose 
general  strike  (and  that  of  the  lodes)  rough); 
coincides  with  the  trend  of  the  coast,  and  there- 
fore west-north-west. 

llie  productiveness  of  the  lodee  differs  according 
to  the  rock  they  traverse,  being  greatest  in  the 
greenstones.* 

*  Copper  ii  the  moat  {deolifbl  mstal,  id  the  torn  of  Titmras 
copper,  nriegttcd  copper,  and  copper  p<rrite«.  Iron  pjiites  ic 
■ometimei  auociated  villi  them.  Copper  pjrites,  in  odc  instancx, 
WW  (ccompanied  b  j  rntdle,  and  in  another  bj  anenuKttod  ralphniM 
^  im  and  niek^  irith  a  taiEe  cC  oobalt. 
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The  lad«a  vary  in  breadth  fh>ni  a  few  inclieii 
lo  thirty  feci,  and  cut  through  all  the  rocks. 
Tbe  gangae,  or  veioBtoiie,  id  which  the  copper 
off«s  are  coniained,  b  in  |:eii«ral  white  quartz. 

With  these  facto  berore  at,  it  if  evident  that 
tbii  part  of  North  America  ii  about  to  become 
very  important,  tt  ia  alio  not  a  Utile  remarkable 
that  oar  stock  of  the  metals  is  reeeivii^  iii- 
erease  in  proportion  to  the  increased  demand, 
from  augmented  populalion  atid  a  more  ex- 
lendfcJ  iipplicutiun  of  them  to  the  um's  uf  iifi'. 
Cop|N-r  is  thus  prcvenled  from  lnvuniiiig  luc 
Jv.ir. 

or  llic  intervnl  betwii-n  Point  TheitMilon  uii<! 
tbe  (  lianiici  of  Pelk'tau  I  khull  say  little,  as  I 
know  little.  \Vc  Miiled  at  a  liislaiice  ulf  Jaiiil, 
which  piialiled  u*  to  stc  tllft  successive  rsui:ep  of 
liilU  iiilumi,  which  wo  liuil  oiiMTvcil  all  (liv  w;i\ 
from  L:l  Cluchc. 

Drutiimond  l»lnni),Bi»)  the  olher  MB]iitOiilii]«r>, 
art-  ill  !>i;;lii.  blue  from  thvir  rciiuiicuG^s :  nhili 
thf  fine  inland  of  St.  Jowph  i*  f«iii|Niraiivi'ly  near 
at  hand.  I  nover  lamltd  lion-,  sinl  tbiTcfon 
pcrba{M.  iiiisst-d  Hecin^  sonic  Iructn  of  the  tii;(- 
ninrral  region  on  the  main.* 

■  Not  Ut  Bcit  of  M»ninn  1  i>M  *>*>•  •<"■')  tavMcato  bci:. 


Ilfl 

PflUetan'a  Cfasnnel  it  m  OMsad  final »  ChM- 
duu  wlio  Img  cultiTsted  miim  rid  fatad  ob  w 
iiland.Kt  its  east  end.  U  ■  neloded.  hslwsi  Ihi 
iiortli-4Mt  iliora  of  St.  Joaepfa  mkI  itbc  niiiili^MSM 
nwin.  Exoepttowsrdi  the  west  esd,-tbcebMail 
is  an  Diiobstraeted  sheet  of  water,  tw  or  twebe  ' 
miles  long,  end  six  broad  at  the  east  mtntpalf  > 
hot  narrowii^  to  a  mile  and  ahalf  ia  iht  west. 

The  two  sides  of  this  ehaoDel  present  ruj 
di^rent  aspects.  St.  Joseph  is  a.  gentle,  verdsnt 
acclivity,  while  tbe  north  main  is  a  region  of  half- 
naked  black  fastnesBcs,  of  trap  mounds,  ^wampt, 
ponds,  and  ridges. 

Near  its  west  end,  Pelletau's  Channel  wideni 
into  an  expanse  twenty-five  miles  square,  and 
becomes  full  of  islands ;  one  of  which  ia  of  soma 
size,  compact,  rather  high  and  woody.*    It  nearly 


*  Thii  ialand  hu  grot  lylyui  bsuitir.  It  u  in  iac]i  (pota  A*t 
the  Indian  mikei  Mi  home.  I  think  Uut,  unlike  the  »«*i»* 
nhites  of  bi>  coontr;,  he  hu  much  feeling  for  the  pictnrtaqM- 
His  mind  ia  ftill  of  metaphor  and  grand  idealities. 

On  the  fanner  rofage  in  a  light  canoe  with  M.  de  RocheUare, 
we  had  been  working  our  waj  qnietlf  among  the  solitodea  of  Ht 
north  shore,  when  we  approached  thii  island.  We  ronuled  a 
woodj'  point,  and  sudden];  beheld  a  hundred  half-naked  lufiana 
hotlf  engaged  at  thejr  game  of  ball  in  a  meadow  which  ran  dowa 
to  tlie  water  aide — thdr  wigwams  being  under  the  loe  of  a  ricep, 
and  thtir  kinifolk  looking  on  in  groups. 

Two  parties  were  contending  with  inflnite  heat  and  clamonr  to 
drive  a  Uttle  ball  in  opposiCewajs,  each  to  his  own  goal,  caatiiig  it 
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Mock*  np  the  Narrowi  (w  they  sn  called)  at 
their  east  entnoee. 

Two  oiber  eoniklenble,  nearly  naked  Kland*, 
arc  eloM  to  the  main,  with  which  ihej  form  ao 
admirable  harbonr,  at  one  time  intended  for  a 
ntliury  sution,  under  the  name  of  Portlock 
Harbonr.  {Vide  Plate.)  It  hai  aome  very  pretty 
accDcry.  While  in  Pelletau'i  Channel,  ai  yon 
approach  tbi>  harbour,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile 
or  two.  there  is  perceived  an  opening;  or  break  in 

(kr  and  biib  in  Ibc  *ir,  nith  lony  iticlUi  whirh  had  ■  kiod  at  opra 
cap  or  riD(  at  Ibe  lomr  nut. 

Ininrflulilf  kc  ippcunl  there  wu  ■  lund  Krean  of  jojr  and 
■Brpnat.  The  Ifae  erurd.  The  Indian*  nubed  lo  tbrir  g\aa, 
aad  eikd  llic  air  sitb  bafnlcit  moikctry  in  our  Imiow. 

I'aacn  furtliwith  pa>lied  off  tu  lu.  Hw  Dutlb-wnt  tndtr 
kiMw  bii  Hd  dulf . 

"Hand  o«t  tht  ran-krc."  nid  he;  "  |ira  dm  ■  nspb  of 
^•Bft  mcamm."  He  hair-fiUed  then,  iMTetlr,  with  lake-water 
froa  the  offiidr  of  Ibe  caima,  and  then  oitmlalioaaljr  pourrd  tba 
eSTCted  liquid  into  tbe  nn*. 

Bj  ihia  tuM  iba  ludiani  bad  vriTed.  Warn  |rccting*  wm 
(SchaBgBd.  The  nun  «ai  prnmted  :  —  but  how  ro  tarry  it  aalnn  ? 
1W  Imdrr  conld  ncitbcr  wait  nnr  leave  hit  cani. 

TV  MTifo  were  at  tbrir  >iti'  rud;  >«(  at  Iroftb  one  of  Otem 
hdd  OM  a  nnind  tbiiHt  of  M(  wbicb  raontnl  for  a  hat.  Intoitwmt 
the  Are-water.  Bat  who  aiiall  yaiat  their  diaouf.  tbeir  aatia.  and 
howbaffi.  wbrii  (her  N*  Uw  prreiinu  fluid  dirtilliii|  thmofk  tha 
wdl-wora  Ml  in  Iwenlr  tin]r  ■trrami '.  The  hat.  howircr,  wia 
w«UnwB  fraa  oar  nnrrr  manj.  man}  a  band  banaath  it.  Im 
tW  Wifbt  of  the  hohbab.  "  Down  paddk,"  wid  tb«  trader;  and 
w*  atapad.     In  a  faw  miaalM  wooda,  wt^waaa,  and  IbDbm  apotta 


finally  dtsclowng  bd  extenrive  ham 
mth  lod^  .idflte,  or  gbrt  by  Wghto.  atrnttf 
tarA  IB  K  Mrin  of  woody  or  rookf  <^hi, — *■ 
wbok  ni^rted  ui  the  fmt  h^  thee  m%M  if 
lulU  covered  with  p^m,  Urch,  a^  hwMtm 
Mnwd  pines. 

We  bftve  now  unvcd  ia  oar  tedioMv  W 
hitherto  usdaicribed  JoBroey  (at  leaat,  wit  m» 
fully),  to  the  place  where  the  north-west  arm  rf 
Lake  Huron,  communicatiog  with  Lake  Superior, 
begins  to  take  shape. 

The  southern  mainland  of  Iluroo,  haring 
tbruied  the  great  sound  called  Lake  Michigan,  it 
deflected  in  latitude  45°  53*  nearly  east,  to  loi^- 
tudf  83°  55',  when  suddenly  trending  northerly 
antJ  westerly  (opposite  DruiDmond  Island)  it 
approaches  the  »orM  main  to  within  ten  miles, 
in  latitude  46''  20',  and,  with  it,  forms  an  t^ilong 
i^ace,  narrowing  westwards,  400  square  miles  in 
extent,  which  receives  the  waters  of  Lake  Sa- 
pe-ior. 

This  space  is  crowded  with  islands,  lat^  and 
small ;  the  principal  one  being  St.  Joseph  (sixty- 
fiTe  miles  ronnd),  which,  with  the  large  "  Sugar 
Island  "  (thus  named  from  its  maple  woods),  is  so 
wedged  into  the  lower  end  of  the  channel,  or 
strait,  from  Lake  Superior,  as  scarcely  to  gire,  at 


MARROWS  AKD  Ct'DIIEITTS. 


119 


the  narrowirst  poinu,  the  brcwlih  of  s  mile  to  tlif- 
itiiti  nf  tlx*  four  outl«t«  from  mbovc. 

It  U  here  thnt,  ktriclly  apeakiog,  Lake  HiiroB 

<  a»c«  (or  ratlier  begin*),  and  where  w«  Snd  onr- 

rlvct  at  t]ir  foot  of  •  donMv  Mrt  or  DRrrows  biuI 

irrenbt.     The  firtt  set  (we   jirocMd   npwwdt) 

'   ■nibt«  of  three, — nRmely,  thoMof  the  "  Middf* 

I'Mnp;."  Iwiwern  Niki*h  UUnd  and  St.  Ja*eph's, 

the   Strait*   of  Hellelau,  and    ike    bju>in    below 

EncBinpiiieni  Donee  (a  rxicky  idle  at  (lie  iNibivh). 

Tile  Middle  Pawag«  is  eight  or  ten  tuilw  long, 

one  nPe  broad  alioTe.  and  a  qnartirr  of  a  mile 

below,  with  «  aoatherlf  run,  and  emplring  into 

MuddT  Uke. 

The  Siroiu  of  Pelletau  are  fumed  by  the  ap- 

niu-li  of  St.  Jottepk  to  within  two-thirds  of  ■ 

i:[r>  of  the  north  main  at  their  wr«t  <md,  and  to 

>iibin  a  mile  and  a  half  at  tbvir  eaM  end. 

Tbe  main  here  u  a  line  of  dark  lofty  dift, 
«hJe  the  Si.  Jo««ph  aide  is  a  manb.  ^Bmnr  aa 
';ui  Ktrail  \a,  it  ronlaiiis  ci§;hliwn  ■•lets-^tboae 
nmt  the  main  partakrag  of  ita  fnrbiddif^ 
fianfter;  MMiwrtiniei  being  divided  fmni  eacll 
utber  by  oiurvl  mitr,  only  a  fi'w  fei;l  arnxM.  Aa 
the  uletA  appruarh  Ht.  J(*Kph  they  lower,  aid 
have  imrthy  mrM.     Tbr  current  i*  ioconaiaat— 


From  the  sammit  of  the  adjoining  ohuu  h  pie- 
■ented  a  troly  «eenie  and  striking  comluiiation  of 
higb  and  wmbre  roelu,  Kantilj  clad  with  pine, 
and  ovenhadowing  a  labyrinth  of  vaten. 
■  The  enrrent  of  the  baun  runs  among  shallom 
on  the  north-west  ride  of  St.  Joaeph,  at  the  foot 
of  a  still  water,  into  which  some  of  the  apper 
(Nibiah)  gronp  of  raiuds  ponr. 

This  second  or  upper  group  of  rapids  and 
narrows  forms  the  outlet  of  Lake  George.  This 
lake  is  eighteen  miles  long  by  five  in  aver^ 
breadth.  Its  west  side  is  formed  by  Sugar  or 
George  Island,  wbicb,  twenty  miles  long,  stretches 
from  the  Straits  of  St.  Marj-  to  within  a  mile  of 
St.  Jotiepli.  It  is  fertile,  but  narrow.  A  sltallov 
water,  a  mile  broad,  intervenes  between  the  main 
on  the  west  and  Sugar  Island.  At  its  foot,  on 
the  south,  we  hare  NJbish  Island,  squeezed  in 
between  the  main  and  St.  Joseph.  It  is  r^ular 
in  shape,  and  leu  miles  by  four  and  a  half  in 
dimensions. 

The  boundary  line  under  the  sixth  article  ter- 
minates iu  the  Nibish  (or  Neebish)  Channel,  n€ar 
Muddy  Lake.  The  seventh  article  assigns  Sugar 
Island  to  the  United  States. 

The  rapids  go  under  the  general  name  of 
Nibish.     They  are  three.    Their  names  are, — 1st, 
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tiic  Eutern  Nibwh ;  Sdly.  tbe  Middle ;  aod  3dlj, 
the  Wett  Nibisli  npUl.  Their  poeitioii  ud  use 
will  be  best  teea  on  the  map. 

The  Middle  Nibiih  rapid  is  the  ship  cIiuiikI 
from  Detroit  to  St  Mary's ;  and  ereo  here  tlie 
■hip  must  be  of  very  small  draught,  and  is  na- 
loaded  to  pass  one  particularly  iballow  spoL* 
A  view  is  given  of  the  encampment  of  the 
Boundary  Commission,  -on  a  pretty  isle  at  the 
foot  uf  tlie  Eastern  Nibish.  Passing  throngh 
Lake  Gcorjie,  we  roach  the  river  or  strait  of  St. 
Mary,  uhich  cuniiccts  Lake  Superior  with  Lakes 
(jeorj^tf  nnd  Huron. 

Almost  the  nliole  outlet  (now  loosely  described, 
in  reliaucu  on  the  iiiaj))  is  of  a  sod  and  agreeable 
aspect,  prG$cntin>;  expHiiDeM  of  transparent  water, 
with  curving  shores  uf  rich  woods  or  succetaiTc 
headluudM.  Where  the  rapids  occur  we  have  reeGi 
and  aci-iiniulations  of  gravel  or  bowlders,  with 
maple  and  bircli  forests,  or  short  pine-clad  preci- 
pices on  either  ahore. 

Where  we  enter  St.  Mary's  Strait  the  view  is 
very  pleasing. 

*  TW  Nibiih  rapidi  uc  lomMiiDr*  cantiilmd  to  be  four  :  wben 
the  Emi  Nibiih  (tbe  ibip  cbuinci  hi  Kt.  Mary'*)  il  diTUed  iMa 
two.  ud  nuwd  Um  "  Link  uJ  the  Eut."  Tbef  we  Hpaimled 
by  ■«  u1»bJ  ■  mile  or  twu  Iohk. 

eal  Dontc,  of  wUcb  ■  lie*  U  RilM,  il  (t  tbe  foot  of, 
K  of,  tUe  Uuul. 


As  we  pushed  up  tiie  Hpurklin;^  current,  our 
boat  was  sorronnded  by  numbers  of  white  fish 
( Ciirct/ottus  albus),*  whose  esquiahe  flaToar, 
especially  when  boiled,  is  renowned  over  North 
America,  and  whose  export  I'uriDS  the  staple 
employment  at  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Wc  had  ticareely  seen  a  hninan  being  lor  ten 
day*,  wlicn  all  at  oiiee  we  came  in  sight  of  two 
TJfcgii,  Britiih  aod  AManem^  on  t&tir  reipw- 
tin  rides  of  dM  river,  mni  seveml  canoes  puiuBg 
to  and  fro,  or  fishing. 

The  river  itself  (seventeen  miles  long  by  half 
a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  wide)  is  deep, 
silent,  broad  :  massive  woods  overhang  its  bankE. 
Directly  before  ns,  at  the  distance  of  two  n)iles,t 
are  the  boiling  rapids,  called  St.  Mary's  Falls. 

On  the  British,  or  left  side  of  the  river,  an 
accidental  confiagration  was  raging  in  the  woods. 
The  horizon  was  considerably  darkened  by  smoke; 
and  every  now  and  then  a  gleam  of  fire,  faint  in 
the  distance,  reached  us,  newly  fed  by  some 
resinous  trees. 

Anxious  to  see  the  devastating  process,  as  soon 
as  we  landed  at  the  North-west  Company's  sta- 
tion 1  walked  as  far  as  I  could  into  the  burning 
woods.      The  fire   was    running    about   on   the 

*  It  ii  aUiad  tg  t^  mimoa  hanOj. 
■    t  lliera  it  excellent  daj  for  bridc-nuldng  ha«. 
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.riiiiiuj,  whererer  ibtn  wm  »  sofliorocy  of  dry 
uulted  gr»a»  or  under^rowlli  of  any  kiml.  Ttw 
longwof  ftra  crept  up  tbc  hoi  pinc!).  which  were 
pertpiring  mrpeniinc,  and  aotuetime*  Imnt  swl- 
dealy  into  broad  fbeet*  of  Hame.  Tlie  crackling, 
Am,  ud  rvpid  oombualion  of  leave*,  bntncbra, 
■nd  gnui,  were  all  new  to  me,  and  grand ;  but 
the  smoke,  drives  abuut  ia  ^utu,  wtu  >o  loaded 
with  arridiiy,  thai  I  mm  glad  to  ocapc  wilb 
bamt  ihoa  into  a  reapjrable  air.  When  tlui  fin 
mtcbed  anj  Utile  plot  uccHpied  by  di«e«Md  or 
old  pine*.  »bM«c  biiugbs  are  alwaya  heavily 
haded  with  Spanish  nui*»,  ibc  whole  •tarted  into 
•O  aUDo*)ihere  n(  riiiritf.  Thin  conAa^irstinn  wms 
coDfttdcred  tmall ;  but  it  bad  embraced,  fruai  fint 
to  last,  an  area  uf  MtTcnd  t<]unrr  mites. 

Tba  soneying  pnrly    of  Uie  Koundary  Com- 

ion,  wilb  whom  I  hbh  dow  timvelling,  paoad 

1y  tbrtMgh  At.  M«ry's  into  L^ke  tMipeiiur. 

jonmal  ought  to  he  oQatinooaa  with  ihaJr 
awnrocnts;  Iml  I  beg  the  readcr'a  perininioa  to 
ilchiy  far  a  little  oar  exennion  into  Lake  ^parior, 
m  order  la  aMcniUe  in  one  chapter  all  oar  pro- 

ings  ill,  nud  mnarki  upon,  Ijakc  Hiinto. 

e  abaU  be  glail  enoii|(b  lo  rejutn  our  friend*, 
.t  the  liiue  itf  this  viail  St.  Mary'a  waa  a  r 
I  •ettlctoGut.     I  iuuigiue  it  r«;niaina  • 
Caiiadiaa  Tilla^  ia,  or  wa«,  ft  i 


I  waa  a  vw^^ 


line  of  fineen  log-huts  on  mni-sby  ground,  witli, 
ai  Hi  lower  eml,  llie  comfortnble  dwelling  of  Mr, 
EnBktinger,  whose  daughter's  acqaaintaace  I 
luid  aii«spectedly  made  on  the  western  branch  of 
tlH0t1;iwH. 

■  The  North-west  Company  of  fur-traders  have 
an  important  po^t  near  the  head  of  this  village, 
clOM  to  the  rapids,  on  the  broad  tongue  of  low- 
lud  full  of  little  watercourses,  which  is  the 
•  British  portage-  This  post  consists  of  a  good 
resident's  house i  large  storeboase,  stables,  la- 
bonrers'  direllings,  garden,  fields,  and  a  jetty  for 
their  schooner.  The  cattle  were  in  a  remarkably 
good  condition. 

The  American  village  is  but  small :  it  has, 
however,  two  or  three  houses  of  a  better  class, 
and  is  on  higher  ground,  with  a  few  Indisn 
wigwams  interspersed. 

The  Americans  have  a  stout  barrack  here,  called 
Fort  Brady,  and  two  companies  of  infantry. 

Mr.  Johnson,  a  much-respected  Indian  trader, 
lives  here  most  hospitably  in  a  house,  whose  neat- 
ness is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  careless  dila- 
pidation reigning  around. 

A  few  potatoes  and  some  Indian  com  are  raised 
on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  there  is  a  little 
pastare  land. , 

Mr.  Ermattnger  built  a  windmill,  in  a  vain 
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Bttompt  to  indncfl  the  peopi*  to  grow  wheat.  It 
M  Mid  that  the  cold  mUta  and  dranghta  from  lake 
Soperior  cheek  the  growth  of  com. 

St.  Mary's  U  bealthj.  I  did  not  hear  of  ague 
there.  Oar  party  enjoyed  eiceUent  health  in 
Lake  Huron. 

Botinpoiatof  i^[rienltural  improvements  there 
is  both  room  and  opportunity,  by  the  drainage  of 
swamps  and  shallow  lakes.  It  u  now  in  these 
roantrtes  sa  it  wis  in  the  early  times  of  Britain. 
A  givBt  part  of  England  was  then  taken  up  by  un- 
wholesome iimrbhes  and  woods,  ao  tliat  the  lower 
lerels  were  but  little  inhabited.  Many  of  the 
towns,  Tillsgei,  and  Druidical  remains,  were  on 
the  hilltops.  Now  our  valleys  are  healthy,  warm, 
and  produrlive.     We  Ifacrefurc  inhabit  them. 

The  while  and  red  inhabitants  of  Si.  Mary'a  lire 
chiefly  on  white  liih  caught  in  hand-nets  at  the 
foot  of  the  ntpidfl,  and  they,  as  before  said,  are 
Hilled  in  verj-  lai^u  quantities. 

Tile  rapids  ruoh  tumultuoutly  in  a  white  mass 
uf  eddying,  billowy,  foamy  surge,  iliruugh  a  strait 
unly  half  the  usual  breadth,  and  half  a  mile  long, 
bordered  on  Iwih  lides  by  almost  iiiaccetaible 
IN  ani|M  and  dense  woodii,  where  the  lowncH  of  the 
hanks  iiBs  itcrmittcd  a  niiiuber  of  jtetty  cliannels 
la  form,  looking  up  fnmi  the  middle  of  the  river 
ihe  licene  is  fnll  of  life,  aud  stir,  and  strong  con* 
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trssts.  We  we  dark  woods  and  dazzling  iraten, 
often  crowded  with  Imlian  canoes.  One  reef,  or 
ledge,  very  risible  I'roitj  the  shore,  it:  supposed  to 
cause  a  drop  of  t'ix  feet.  An  Anierictin  surveyor tii:> 
calculated  their  total  descent  to  he  twenty-two  feei 
ten  iTiches,  The  underlying  rock  is  n  hortzanttd 
sandstone,  luoitled  red  and  brown,  belonging  i& 
the  Silurian  age.  Father  ilennessin  (edit.  1696, 
p.  34 J  deBcrihcs  St.  Mwry's  Falls  exactly  as  they 
an  DOW, 

In  1824  I  remained  three  weeks  a  gnest  at  the 
North-west  Company's  post,  enjoying  the  great 
kindness  of  Mr.  Sivewright,  the  snperiDtendeol, 
an  old  oflScer  in  the  fur  trade,  ^miliar  with  the 
most  remote  regions  of  the  north-west,  and  rery 
communicatiA-e. 

Every  place  has  its  own  pecaliarity,  I  suppose. 
Here  it  was  the  correct  thing  to  live  almost  solely 
upon  white  fish  morning,  noon,  und  night.  Rich 
and  delicately-flavimred  as  this  food  was  at  first, 
in  the  end  I  loathed  it,  and  for  ten  years  afterwords 
could  not  see  fish  on  the  dinner-table  without  a 
sbndder.  White  fish  here  varies  frotn  three  to 
aix  pounds  in  weight.  In  Athabasca  Lake  they 
run  to  twenty  pounds. 

I  was  much  pleased  by  my  visits  to  Messrs. 
Ermatinger  and  Johnson.  The  former  was  every 
inch  a  trader,  pnblic-Bpirited,  skilful,  sanguine, 
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and  indefittigable.  Ssve  two  roonu,  bit  wbole 
ilwclliog  WM  a  wftrehoiiK.  My  sbephcrdcM  wu 
qaite  at  bome  uaoog  tbe  Indiuis  Kod  the  whifa; 
fi»h.  Her  bemloir  ww  full  of  lilUe  tokans  of 
Atlantic  city  cdeeation.  She  Memed  mopqoito- 
proof,  and  did  the  bonoun  of  ber  bone  with 
kiadneu  and  grace. 

Mr.  JohttWQ  wu  a  merchant,  with  the  generonf 
and  ncial  qoalitiesof  the  old  Irish  gentleman.  He 
liad  been  plondered  and  bornt  out  by  the  Ame- 
ricans ill  the  war  «f  1814,  iu  one  of  the  nisiiy  uii- 
chriitian  ravas^es  w]iich  both  parties  e<ir»uiitu-d  on 
the  unofiending  citizens  on  the  frontiers.  I'p  to 
ihe  time  of  my  viRit  (len  years  aflerwanls)  Mr 
Jolineoii  had  received  no  compensation  from  hVf 
own(i(iVL'rnnient,aliboui:b  hiM  loss  was  very  heavy, 
and  hi«  cinims  roi|*ectfully  nri;ed  in  the  a]i|ioiRted 
manner. 

I  Kiis  surprised  at  the  value  and  extent  of  tlii« 
f^nlleinsn's  libmr)-;  a  thousand  welt-bound  and 
wetl-selecied  rohimes,  l-'rench  and  Knglish,  evi- 
dently much  in  u>c,  in  winter  cs|iecially  ;  and  not 
gathered  togelhi'r  in  ibeM-  diiVD  of  cheap  literature. 

Mr.  Johnwu  wiut  an  Irishman  of  guod  fiiniily, 
and  died  in  liyZ». 

He  watt  so  kind  as  to  invite  some  of  his  few 
Dcigbboum  to  meet  me  at  a  jfood  dinner,  and 
produced  a  bottle  of  crusted  port  of  an  especial 
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in  a  &ihioD  ten  yeut  old,  klthoagh  no  obKilete< 
nCM  in  drea  emu  hide  goodocM  end  intelligence. 

1  conld  not  help  inwardly  smiling  at  the  garb 
of  oar  male  company  in  their  raat  coat-collan  "  i 
la  regent,"  and  waiata  to  high  that  the  eoata  wen 
all  akirt.  Their  pantaloona  were  alit  np  oataide, 
and  adorned  with  a  profuion  of  bullet-beaded 
bra«  bnttona ;  while,  in  imitation  of  the  Mexican 
roMeieroi  and  the  Engluh  dragoooi  in  Spain, 
these  good  people,  who  nerer  crossed  a  horse, 
made  the  inner  parts  of  this  nameless  garment 
almost  wholly  of  leather. 

1  envied  the  masses  of  long  black  hair  which 
rested  upon  the  shoulders  of  my  friends.  They 
bad  enough  hair  to  make  perukes  for  twenty 
dochesset. 

The  unsettled  postures,  dark  hue,  and  wander- 
ing black  eye  of  tbe  Indian,  were  well  marked  in 
some  of  the  guests,  and  the  perfect  gipsy  face. 
Their  English  was  good,  and  without  the  disagree- 
able natality  of  the  American. 

It  ia  true  that  we  ate  fast  and  in  silence,  bat 
ibis  being  over  wc  were  very  inerry,  in  sjttie  of 
an  abundance  of  mosquitoes.  Each  took  up  his 
own  easy  position,  uncourtly  but  not  ancourtcous, 
and  Uik  became  plentiful.  We  wasted  so  words 
apon  civilised  man.  Wc  dilated  upon  the  proapecli 
of  the  fishery,  of  the  wild-rice  harTest,  tbe  fun 

▼OL.  II.  K 
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are  eieliutrelj  gnlified ;  where  a  nan's  tboDghfai 
icldom  go  further  than  himself,  his  shop,  farm, 
Itottle,  horse,  and  rifle. 

Iti  the  eonntry  parts  of  Canada  few  yonng  men 
fret  ahore  the  class  of  "  gents.,"  and  the  elders 
Kidom  rile  higher  io  their  notions  than  the 
MCond-rate  retired  tradesmen  at  home.  There 
are  here  and  there  some  few  loftier  minds, 
•Iriren  into  hiding-places  by  niisfortune;  hat 
they  only  mark,  and  so  thicken,  the  i^enfral 
•^loum.  There  ii  not  enough  of  the  fine  gold  of 
l:ti:rli:th  society  to  wake  a  public  impression.  In 
Kitcland  the  female  gentry,  in  their  respective 
rural  neighbourhoods,  do  a  large  amount  of  good, 
:i-  living  examples  uf  wibdom,  generosity,  and 
-^■'nilenew. 

I  ailvise  only  tlic  uiieai>y  cla«!^s  of  Great  nriluin 
to  live  in  Canada ;  the  easy  classes,  however,  1 
•trenuuu«1y  udvi-se  to  visit  it. 

I  did  not  linil  my  time  heavy  at  St.  Mnry'K. 
I  i|>)H>rtunities  of  Ii-avini;  arc  rare,  and  inunt  be 
titaile  ;  h)  niv  friends  cnntracl<.-d  with  two  very 
yxin^:  Indiutin  to  take  my  old  trattlliuir  com- 
;-aiiiuii,  Mr.  Tnl>t-nn  (on  a  x«'Ci)iiil  missionary  tour;, 
4[t<)  i>iys«-ir  tu  C'lllii-rV  IlHrlxiur,  on  Dmnimnnd 
l-Ian-l.  in  Uke  Huron,  forty-live  niih-s  from  ;>l. 
.Mar}* 'p.  It  *a*  1 1'M)  iiiiles  rruiu  (jueUf,  and  the 
!uMt  westerly  llriti«h  jKMt. 
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thoM  who  ply  tbfl  pttddle  between  Mukhnw  and 
tbe  Yellow  Slone  River  we  bad  picked  op  th 
veriest  idlen  of  all.  But  they  were  civil,  merry 
and  ulkatiTe.  Reproof  or  eneonragemant  war^ 
difficult,  aa  they  only  apoke  the  Cbippaws 
tongfoe. 

Time,  bowever,  atole  on.  and  — thiaka  to  tbe 
current  aforeaaid  —  ercning  found  na  twehe  or 
fourteen  milea  from  St.  Mary'a,  towarda  tho  bot- 
tom of  Lake  George.  Twilight  coming  on,  we 
puohtMl  into  a  creek,  or  rather  stagnant  ditch,  for 
a  hundred  yarda,  and  found  a  little  greennrard, 
which  pleued  na  at  lint  with  ita  coolness, 

■■  Voder  the  blcMMin  that  haagi  on  tk«  boof^-*' 

Dot  our  operations  preparatory  for  tbe  nigbt 
aroused  the  mosquitoes,  which  rushed  in  clouds 
npon  ns,  ravenous  for  the  prey.  While  taking 
a  little  tea,  1  had  only  to  open  and  shut  my 
hand  to  cruth  baIf>a^oten  ;  but  they  were  in  the 
air.  thn  grass,  the  trees,  in  Inllions.  This  ia  tbe 
case  all  over  the  Indian  countries  at  certain  sea- 
sons, and  is  a  plague  only  tu  be  moderated  by 
moaqui toe- nets,  and  by  encamping,  if  possible,  on 
a  rock  Trae  to  every  wind.  Oor  Indians  did  not 
seem  niiieh  annoyed  by  them. 

I  aball  not  describe  the  n^bt  we  paaaed.    Tha 
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thrta  ti«n  of  rieb  woodi,  which  an  cmllet)  tkc 

At  iu  awnfc  —■[■fa  ntremity  there  had  been 
far  tUrtjF-Rvt  jwari  «  flonll  Brititb  poil,  mtil 
aboBt  the  jnt  1620. 

It  is  fertile,  lu  co«it»  mm  broke*  mba  bayt 
wUb  a  few  ulaadR  abuet  ibm.  h  has  al  l«Mt 
t«»  eieeka.  The;  are  on  tha  aoolh  and  •aal 
ridw.  Ofw  ia  at  the  MMtb-cwC  cape,  near  an  «• 
eeilaat  harbour. 

Our  ■urrryort,  rowing  a  mile  or  two  up  lltM 
atrean,  were  ■ur]>rtMd  one  day  lo  find  a  meat  log- 
hooK  Ur  np  in  the  wood<,  with  a  patch  of  lodiaa 
enm  and  other  vcf^etablea.  It  was  uibabited  by  •■ 
iMftan  widow  and  her  daaghier.  ffothin^  eowU 
asesed  the  cleanUneM  of  thia  lodge  in  the  wildap- 
■■V.  Tbejr  were  not  alarmed  at  oar  viut,  aad 
CMMe  to  oar  canp  lor  oeedlea  and  soeh-lifce  littk 
nMitera.  The;  were  Ronan  Calbolicx,  and  pleat- 
ittfr,  wrll-condoeled  pcopU.  W<r  had  not  been 
awart-  of  aay  one  bein^  apon  St.  Joseph ;  it  b  a 
jnn^le  mnlaiiiiag  only  beari  and  other  wild 
animals.  We  did  uiit  sRerwards  moet  with  any 
one  who  knew  ihem.  Two  lone  women  in  locb 
a  desert  in  tbv  huwlingi  of  a  Canadian  winter! 
— vfaal    ranfwttion    and    trust    ht    a   presidtog 

Bm  •■  ratnm  le  oar  Toyage  of  two  di^  and  tw« 
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two  poles  sod  aome  buihet  for  onnelTM,  vitli 
tome  b»m  and  biicuit,  if  we  chose  to  e«t ;  which, 
however,  we  did  not. 

Scarcely  were  we  under  onr  poor  eoTering 
when  the  coming  storm  nssailed  as,  not  with  its 
mere  fringes,  but  in  its  fall  fury.  I  thought  the 
wind  would  bafc  swept  as  into  the  lake;  it 
dipt  off  the  crests  of  the  foaming  nirf,  and  droTC 
them  right  across  the  little  beach. 

The  waves  swept  by  ns,  that  dark  and  moonless 
nigfat,  in  line  after  line,  of  tall,  white  breakers; 
and  in  reality  threatened  rather  unpleasantly  to 
swallow  up  our  bit  of  shingle.  All  this  while 
uur  thin  sail  at  interTals  vhook  rehemently  with 
the  tempest,  and  shielded  us  rery  imperfectly 
from  the  occasional  bursts  of  heavy  rain. 

The  lii^htniiig  was  quite  blinding ;  each  flash 
(and  ihey  were  many)  revealed,  as  clear  as  day, 
leagues  of  stormy  waters  and  scattered  ules ;  and 
iben  left  us  for  several  minutes  in  utter  inky 
darkness. 

My  brows  bof^n  to  ache;  and  the  brightness 
was  (o  painfully  intense  that  I  wrapped  my  head 
in  a  boat-el  oak,  and  committed  myself  to  a  mer- 
ciful Providence. 

The  Roman  Catholic  priest  itat  quietly  by  my 
side,  now  and  then  endeavouring  to  read  his 
breviary  by  the  light  of  a  taper,  which  the  storm. 
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dMcrlMl,    bftving   been   MsigMd   to  tfac  United 

Bat  1  may  awotion  ibat  both  tb«  barracks  and 
tb«  vilUg*  nu^ad  along  tb«  front  of  tho  harbour. 
Behind  ia  a  slop*  loaded  with  rounded  whita 
rock*,  iralted  "  Dramntood'i  Lamba"  (at  a  dia- 
taoee  they  look  like  ibeep),  and  lamoanted  bjr 
a  uataral  terrace  uf  rock. 

Umminond  Ulaud  ia  tweiitj-four  miles  long; 
it*  ^rmiest  breadth  tweire  luilea,  and  iti  leaat 
two  and  a  half  mites.  It  i*  Mpantled  from  the 
Aaeriean  main  b^  a  itrail  o(  about  a  mila  aeroM. 

Tbia  post  «nu  eatablishod  bj  General  Dnun- 
nood  about  the  year  1812.  It  is  heallbj,  b«t 
moel  disuai, — a  mere  heap  of  roeks  on  the  edge 
q{  an  impenetrable  rat-dley  of  moran,  ponds,  and 
■latled  wDudt. 

1  observed  in  two  or  three  of  the  housM,  in  the 
Tillage  of  Indian  traders  and  their  balp-breed 
ehildmi,  that  some  of  the  rooms  nnra  lined  with 
noM  and  bircb-bark, —  a  very  good  coatriTaaoe 
in  so  cold  a  climate. 

la  IB'iU,  tbe  garrison  coasisted  of  two  ooa- 
pantes  uf  infsiitrjr.  It  nMjr  be  well  to  put  down 
a  fow  uoi>^  on  garrison  lift  on  the  frontier  uf 
a  Bfitish  colony. 

Tba  friradly  and  lotcUigeat  gaotlaman  of  the 
garrison  bad  liuhi  ttt  da  save  read,  haat  br  fiMaiU. 
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diabcs  of  potatoes,  were  both  dinner  and  denert. 
I  wu  utonished.  Tbif  wu  followed  hj  •  poor  Si- 
dlian  wioe.  It  speared  that  coatiaij  winds  had 
retarded  tbeir  osual  supplies. 

Soeb  is  military  life  on  detached  serriee. 

The  nwD  were  emplojed  as  mach  as  posuble 
at  one  kind  of  work  or  other;  bat  both  dronken- 
ness  and  desertion  were  too  common.  The;  ob> 
tained  whisky  from  the  Tillage  in  spite  of  strict 
regulations  to  tlie  contrarj,  and  had  no  notion  of 
■aring  their  surplus  pay.  As  a  less  demoralisiog 
mode  of  getting  rt<l  of  the  soldier's  money  than 
buying  whisky,  tlic  commandant  in  my  time 
sent  to  Detroit,  300  miles,  for  a  small  company 
of  players, 'into  whose  pockets  the  men  joyfully 
poured  their  money.  Among  these  strollers  there 
was  B  modest  and  very  pretty  young  woman,  the 
daughter  of  the  manager,  Blanchard  by  name, — 
one  or  two  of  the  officers  went  crazy  about  her; 
but,  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement,  the  command- 
ant luddeoly  shipped  off  the  whole  party,  and 
the  Bamc  went  out. 

Desertion  is  scarcely  to  be  preTentcd  when 
soldiers  are  placed  so  near  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States.  There  is,  at  least,  a  change  for 
tbein,  and  they  expect  fur  the  belter. 

While  I  was  there,  an  order  came  from  Que- 
bec to  the  post,  forbidding  tbe  employment  oC 
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wittf,  thai  tbe  w%j  to  hU  htut  might  ba  frae. 
TIm  jwt  of  the  ipeeeh  wm,  that  th^  had  beta 
OBtmavar  ueanioa,  and  had  killed  three  pale- 
fteca  (An»eriea»). 

The  British  officer  replied,  that  be  wu  «&. 
treinelj  grieTed  to  hear  this,  and  that  they  miut 
abide,  ana«Hated,  the  wrath  of  the  peo|^  tbcy 
bad  iojared. 

The  Indtane  profeaaed  themtelvea  greatly  wr* 
prised.  They  thought  it  was  with  us  as  with 
iliora, — once  a  foe,  and  always. 

Kxcept  three  or  fear,  these  Indiaos  were  much 
inlerior  to  the  European  average  la  siie,  w^^t, 
and  streo^.  Where  they  had  jiicked  up  the 
women  1  know  uot,  Itcinga  war-]>arty. 

AAcr  the  conference  they  dmiceil  a  wsr-dooee 
with  great  •olvuiuity  to  the  drums  and  songs  of 
liieir  three  women;  a  remarkable  sight,  and  often 
%t>-ll  dt  perilled. 

Ilalion^  were  givfii  to  tliuM  mistaken,  but  rery 
wlf-saufivd  people,  fur  a  few  days,  wheu  tbej 
depaimft,     Tliey  ri-ceived   no  presi'iiU. 

Dnifcimikud  Uland  is  celebrati-d  for  alMMiiwIiiq; 
iu  beatiliful  and  n<-w  (uk^iIs,  some  of  which  are 
ligared  tii  the  Ixinduii  "  <ii-ulu|;ii-alTran»actious." 
Iu  ortltu<-eni,  a  uisny-cliauibert-d  fossil  uiolliise, 
Arc  suud-tiiiips  tirf  iiiid  six  t<-vt  lotl);. 

Awaking  one  bright  and  fragrant  momitig,  tbe 
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window  being  open,  I  was  snrprieed  to  hear  a 
cboras  of  voices  coining  off  the  water.  Havug 
asked  whet  it  meant,  I  was  told  that  it  ugnalled 
the  approach  of  a  canoe  with  despatches  and 
newspapers. 

"  They  are  full  six  miles  off  yet."  So  I  lay 
and  listened. 

As  long  as  the  music  was  distant  it  was  charm- 
ing, like — 

"  Voitw  of  »oft  procUiiD, 
And  lilicT  Btir  of  strings  in  hollow  shells." 

bat  when  it  came  near,  its  delicacy  ceased. 

Humming-birds  are  both  large  aad  numerous 
St  this  place.  How  often  have  I  sat  at  the  open 
window  of  Mr.  White's  cottage,  whose  light 
was  tempered  by  a  trellis  of  scarlet-beans,  and 
watched  these  graceful  little  beings,  while/  ihey 
tremblingly  sipped  on  the  wing  the  honej  i  from 
the  flowers ! 

After  remaining  on  this  occasion  a  wdlek  or 
more  at  Brummond  Island,  together  wi^  mj 
friendly  priest  I  again  started  for  Michi>sflUck- 
inac  (forty-two  miles  west),  a  small  but  imjl^rtant 
island  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  Michigan.     , 

Leaving  in  the  early  morn,  and  having  ^willing 
and  stout  canoe-men,  we  arrived  late  on  thi  same 
night  without  any  adventure. 

Our  course  was  straight,  holding  on  our  right 
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tlic  Mutli-wett  loainUnd,  a  Miiet  of  points  and 
•hallow  bays. 

The  lake  is  here  pretty  dear  of  island*,  and  ia 
shallow  ;  iu  floor  of  limestone  being  very  riiible 
far  from  shore,  huge  slabs  sometimes  rising  to 
the  »uriace. 

Twenly-flre  miles  off,  Michilimackinac  (Mack- 
inaw) is  a  long,  low  dond  on  the  edge  of  tbe 
liorizon. 

It  is  an  ovd,  moe  miles  in  circumference, 
Iuii;r  nearly  north-west,  a  few  mWea  to  tlic  east 
!•(  iIiH  imaginary  line  separating  Ijikes  Huron 
iin>'.  Michigan. 

The  short  sides  of  the  island  are  pebbled 
U-aches,  the  long  sides  pictaresqucly-wooded 
ciiltU  of  white  limestone. 

The  view  into  lake  Michigan  from  the  Indian 
jiath,  which  winds  among  the  shnibhcry  on  the 
-uminit  of  the  sou|,h-wetit  precipice,  is  particularly 
jileitving.  The  land,  at  lirst  closins;  on  the  watur 
ii:  the  pretty  hamlet  of  St.  Ignatius  and  iu  op|io- 
-iie  cape,  at  ouce  dilalex  into  a  capacious  sound 
niiit  curving;  woody  shores,  and  mprinkled  with 
i-iiiiiil«  in  the  distance. 

Th*'  projecting  point,  150  feet  high,  nrar  the 
•oiiih-fd't  nn-;le  of  the  ihlimd,  \*  perfuratfd  by  two 
Ur^e  wiiulowlike  openings,  close  tu-.;(;lher.  The 
iicl:;ht  of  thit  rock,  its  whiteness  coiitratlm^ 'k'\>^ 
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the  dftrk  iarestitare  of  cedar,  Rnd  tbe  light  of  Ae 
blue  sky  Btreaming  through  the  Bpertares,  nuka 
■  striking  composition  for  the  painter. 

Excepting  three  small  ftrmB, little  hsd  been  dona 
■gricnltorkllj  when  I  was  there.  Tbe  heavy  timber 
had  been  felled,  and  was  replaced  by  fioilriib- 
ing  shmbbery.  I  ran  hastOy  over  tbe  higher  parts 
of  the  island,  and  found  them  rough  and  oftsa 
marshy.  In  the  middle,  near  an  oblong  moand, 
is  a  singnlar  mass  of  Hroestone  shaped  like  a  sugar- 
loaf,  fifty  or  sixty  feet  high,  and  so  steep  as  to 
have  only  a  few  cedar-bushes  upon  it. 

The  town  is  at  tim  south-east  end  of  tbe  island, 
on  the  narrow  beach,  and  under  a  high  cliff.  It 
then  consisted  of  from  100  to  120  wooden  honses  to 
two  parallel  streets,  that  in  the  rear  being  tbe  best. 

The  church  in  the  middle  of  the  town  was  a  dis- 
graceful wooden  ruin,  standing  among  the  nest 
white  habitations  of  the  citizens. 

I  did  not  go  into  the  fort.     It  overlooks  the 
town  in  a  broken  line  of  officers'  houses  (white, 
with  green  verandahs),  with  strong  white  picket-     \ 
ing  in  the  gaps,  and  ornamentally  terminated  at     I 
each  end   by  square  white  towers.      A  narrov 
walled  road  leads  up  the  crumbling  precipice  from     1 
the  town.  I 

There  is  neither  harbour  nor  pier.     Vessels  lie    I 
eat  far  from  land.  1 
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A  frieiid  ww  prepared  for  me  at  Mackinaw  io 
the  folluniug  uiAnner. 

FortT-five  years  before  nj  visit  to  Drummoiiil 
IsUdJ,  u  Scotch  juuth,  tolerably  well  educatud, 
of  the  uame  of  Maevii'ar,  ran  away  froin  hU  (ta- 
reot«  at  Banfi*,  aud  eDtered  as  a  cotmnon  sailor  uii 
board  a  merchant  vessel  bound  to  (jurbec.  There 
he  left  the  ship,  and  made  his  vray  into  the  i-x- 
treiiie  went  of  CnnadBf  atul  his  parents  never  heard 
of  liiin  luure.  But  it  was  known  that  he  had  suilcil 
fur  tjuc-hfc. 

About  this  time,  a  iiL-pIww  of  the  ruiiawtiy,  :i 
military  nu-dical  oSiii-r,  arrivL-d  at  Quebec  mi  duty, 
and  wafl  fhar);i'd  tu  intiuirc  after  hin  lurt  relative. 
At  li'u;;tli  he  heard  that  tltrre  was  an  li>diiiii  Inider 
i>r  the  iiuuii:  III'  Macvirar  in  Ijikt-  Huron.  Tlic 
uliici-r  W'UD  Bu  oil)  frii'nd  uf  mine,  Hud  i^avc  tui-  » 
li-tler  uf  ill t roil ucliiiu  tu  his  uucli',  if  Iil-  shmilJ 
I-mv.'  fut'h. 

I  found  a  .Mr.  Mai-vii-ar  at  Collif-r'^  Hiirboiii-. 
uuil  li>:  pruved  lt>  Ih'  the  vt-ry  man. 

lie  MB*  ucarcr  M-Vi'uiy  llmii  hixiy,  built  lanfo 
and  buM\,  with  bri'ait  rugficd  ft-atun.'!*,  crvwui-d 
witli  iaui;li'd  niu>i^7  uf  grizzltd  hair.  He  hud 
early  niurrinl  (he  ilau<;liliT  nfu  cliit'f  of  the  U'liii* 
L-iviliM-d  Inbv  of  the  OttuwMB,  and  by  licr  he  Imd 

Urj;*:  family.     Ilia  busiueMlike  habits,  u  nuiat- 
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u  it  •uited  me.    To  her,  tberefbre,  I  went 

■riviiig  ftt  Mftckinaw. 

M  gftve  me  a  nice  dean  bad,  in  a  Urge  empty 

try  i  cool  and  airy  in  the  fammer  heati  then 

uling.    She  told  me  the  boun  of  tbe  familj 

•,  aod  gare  me  tbe  eicort  of  one  of  bcr  iodi 

jr  varioui  excnraioni. 

irould  not  mind  seeking  a  lost  nnele  for  any 

r  of  my  friends,  if  be  had  inch  a  wife  u  Mrs. 

ic  Has  both  kind  and  sagacioai.  She  >aw  in 
tmi-nt  lay  wants,  and  Bup|tlied  tbcm. 
any  Indians  ftpeak  French  excellently.  Mrs. 
vicur  iiridcrslwxt  both  English  and  French, 
only  spoke  Indian.  6he  was  stout,  a  little 
r  than  most  Indian  females.  i>]ie  was  of  a 
:  genial  nature,  ilcr  swart  couDtenancc  was 
len  all  over  with  benevolence ;  it  was  one 
t  symbol  of  lovu  and  help ',  and  yet  all  her 
enmi  houAehold  obeyed  "  the  mother"  at  a 
.  Notliing  could  be  more  orderly  than  her 
jli>liuieut.  She  superinlunJed  everythii^, 
I  ibe  niorcbant-store  to  the  iicullery. 
■:r  brother  and  hin  two  sons,  of  pure  Indian 
J,  woe  the  liandsuuiest  men  of  any  nation  I 
saw. 
aving  been  thoroughly  wearied  by  clambering 
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ta  rich  nMterials,  ■ilver  armleU,  bretuilplatc,  itjTM 
BKMMe-bmtr,  bead  •embroidered  leather,  as  Roft  u  a 
lady'*  glove. 

Aa  elder  broiber  waa  with  Ibeni,  about  twoutj' 
one — a  remarkably  fine  Indiaa — synimclrr  itself; 
bat  enlirvly  diircring  in  general  exprmion  from 
faia  retativea.  It  is  well  known  that  family  peco- 
lisritica  paaa  o«er  one  or  more  generatioDi  and 
rmiipear.  Accordingly,  this  youib  had  a  dan- 
geroni  bird-of-prcy  beuuty.  the:  eajrle- now,  the 
lowering,  implacable  eye  of  ■ome  for^tten  ancea- 
tor.  He  teemed  lo  have  been  bred,  not  under  tb« 
dote,  but  the  vallnn.  I  instinctively  avoided 
Ibia  yoang  gentleman.* 

The  fact  waa  that  ihew  kinMoen  bad  arrirtd 
orer-night  at  Mackinaw,  on  their  way  with  ibeir 
tribe  to  Drummond  Ulnnd,  lo  receive  their  annual 
preaents  from  the  15riti<ib  Govemmenl. 

Although  actually  retiding  at  L'Arbre  Crocfae 
in  I^ke  Michigan,  and  in  ibe  I.Tnitvd  >latM,  ihey 
conaidered  tlieniM>lve«  llritiih  itibjecta,  and  101110 
year*  afterwards  migralad  lo  the  Gnad  Manilou- 
ttne  of  Lake  Huron. 

Indian  noliona  of  hoaonr  and  obligation  diAr 
•Dowlime*  frotn  onr*. 

■  Com*  maf  aj,  '- "Ha  Oum  an  •MiMrtUwJ;  yvm  m% 
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the  warriorfl  stood  on  ihe  deck,  retptendcnl  in 
•iUer  aod  warlrl,  in  a  co«(ume  of  which  the  Mexi- 
on  caciqiut  of  old  would  have  beea  proud,  the 
AtUtfrican  Udy  was  almost  beside  heneir. 

Fori^vttiii^  bcr  displeased  husband,  who  tot- 
tcrvd  nnziuuslv  olW  bcr,  her  ninbln  and  glowing 
inoifiDaliou  filled  with  unreal  rbions  ot  sjFlran 
lifr,  she  waiidr-rH  in  ecsrilUf^s  from  group  to  ^ronp, 
and  at  litni[ih  >l4TOd  IratiHtixcd  before  our  jronngett 
Ottawa  friend,  Mn.  Macvicar's  nephew,  as  be  was 
guing  In  one  of  bis  picturesque  attitudes  at  tb« 
new  moasler,  its  strau;;e  entrails,  wreathing  va- 
ponra,  and  ^reai  while  wio^. 

1  n  a  little  time  the  Indy  awoke  fn>m  bcr  trance, 
and  asked  for  an  iiiti^rpreli^r.  One  was  easily  pro- 
cored.  Throo'^;)!  him,  standing  in  the  midst  of  a 
Ur^  wnnderinic  circli!,  she  asked  the  young  In- 
dian to  permit  her  to  plan;  upon  hi*  Bngerariebljr 
CBchaacil  gold  ring,  as  a  remembmucit  of  theb* 
■Mcfiog  on  the  bright  waters  of  Huron. 

The  jroang  nan  was  at  firat  mate  with  surprise 
— looking  at  the  ikj,  the  ring  un  his  fingL-r,  and 
tlu?  lady ;  wbea  at  length,  in  a  few  slowly-spoken 
and  scarrvly-audihic  words,  he  (aid,  "  Tell  the 
■*  pahr  sister  with  the  blue  eyes,  that  Mabkionta 
**  aecvpu  her  rin)^  m  the  emblem  of  love.  Tell 
a-  that  she  tuis  puontd  snnbcams  into  bis  soul, 
1  made  him  fining  in  ihe  forest. 
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"  Tell  the  pale  sieter,  that  as  my  belt  of  sceoted 
"  gnus*  reminds  me  of  my  wide  savannalis,  w  for 
**  ever  Bhall  her  ring  of  tfaii  happy  meeting." 

This  iocident  suited  the  American  taate,  and 
went  the  roand  of  the  newspapers.  I  joined  the 
steamer  (being'  then  on  an  excarsion)  at  D£tKHt 
on  her  retom  voyage,  and  descended  Lake  Erie 
together  with  Mrs.  ti.,  the  lady  of  the  ring,  a  three 
days'  trip.  I  found  her  an  interesting  persoa, 
£uici(ul,  and  clever — much  to  be  pitied,  and  the 
victim  probably  of  sordid  parents. 

Having  been  sufficiently  long  at  Mackinaw, 
Mrs.  Macvicar,  my  good  genius,  engaged  a  seat 
for  me  in  the  canoe  of  an  Ottawa  cliief,  going  to 
Druromond  Island  with  his  people  for  presents — 
not  with  her  eplendid  brother,  but  with  the  Black- 
Inrd-f-  (I  do  not  mean  our  soprano  of  the  woods). 

The  price  of  my  conveyance,  I  am  sorry  toeay, 
was  a  couple  of  bottles  of  rum. 

When  introduced  to  this  great  warrior,  as  I  had 
beard  him  described  to  be,  1  was  surprised  to  find 
before  me  a  small  man,  with  a  knowing  little  face. 


*  There  ia  a  gnn,  sbonduit  here,  of  ■  strong  and  agreeable  po'- 
ftune.  and  called  Indian  gniag.     It  u  often  made  into  onunwoti 

■^  So  niDied  fram  the  devke  painted  on  tlie  right  side  of  his  ttrt. 
The  eye  of  the  bird  «ai  repreaented  by  one  of  hia,  vhile  the  head 
and  teak  s?t«ad  otw  hia  forehead  and  temple. 
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eight  or  nine  inebea  long.    Tlie  other  wwnen, 
tikewwe,  had  on  umDtr  rinting  finer;. 

The  men  were  grmndljr  drcaeed  with  ehanuHi 
leather  leggings,  omamcnted  with  Cuieiful  trmeeriee 
in  porenpine  quilli,  snd  fringed  on  the  oater  mmii 
with  red  mooee-hur.  Tttey  wore  broed  hreut- 
pUlea  of  filrer,  with  their  ntme  or  deriee  en- 
grmved  on  it,  end  nrinlets  and  fore-nrmletB  of  the 
nine  nietsl  three  or  four  inches  broad. 

Some  had  European  bats,  with  broad  bands  of 
■olid  silrer,  silrer  cord  running  here  and  there, 
and  an  ostrich  feather.  Others  wore  a  itiff,  high 
round  cap,  covered  with  red  moose-liair  which 
ftreanied  orer  their  shoalders. 

It  must  be  remarked,  that  although  the  general 
ffTect  was  very  fine,  the  details  were  often  defect- 
ive ;  for  instance,  tlieir  many •cidoti red  or  red  shirt 
of  stiffened  calico,  made  very  full,  was  not  always 
of  the  newest. 

To  the  jfreat  delight  of  my  cramped  limbs,  at 
fix  in  the  afU-moon  wc  put  on  -iborG  un  a  shingle 
{Mtitit,  with  a  few  liiifhes,  and  wme  drrft-wuod 
r*-aily  for  burning. 

A*  «oon  a«  we  landed,  two  or  (lirec  men  startetl 
uitb  a  net  into  a  littlv  b»y  close  by,  and  in  less 
iban  a  couple  of  hours  returned  with  a  gotMl  catch 
(if  wbi.nn-trout  fur  tfencnil  diBtnltulion. 

.Meantime  ihe  Indian  women  built  the  wigwamn. 
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uid  were,  u  &r  as  ugni  went,  very  civil,  bat  cii^t 
lonpng  look*  at  my  whiaky-bottls,  with  word>, 
among  wbieb  I  fceogiiised, "  Nidg6— skittewabo  " 
(*'  Friend — fire-waler  "). 

Eventaally — jou  mnit  imagine  the  process  — 
tbey  drank  all  m;  store,  with  my  perfect  good- 
will, and  left  me. 

Sotue  mny  ask.  Whether  it  was  safe  to  be  alone 
with  a  large  Imdy  oriodiao*!  Yes! — because  I 
was  knnwn  lo  be  a  kiug*s  officer,  and  this  band 
tea*  gui'iK  fur  preMtiiU.  Had  1  been  aii  Aiiiericuii. 
ilie  caix!  might  |io»i>ibly  in  these  days  have  been 
different . 

That  Mime  suiiinior  a  young  nirdical  officer  in 
the  American  service,  Mattonod  at  Mackinaw, 
hftTing  ubtainL-d  le:t\c  of  absence  to  fetch  hi» 
wife,  **<  (-rassiii|E  a  ]>ortagc  near  (.irccnbay. 
Lake  Mieliiunn,  wiicii  he  cntia^eJ  an  Indian,  he 
met  nith  on  the  ruad,  tt>  ciirrv  hi«  portmiiiiteuii . 
>o  the  Iniliuii  walkitl  afker  the  uiedical  officer, 
tritli  hi<>  load  upun  his)  head,  and  hi^  gun  nmler 
)ii«  arm. 

All  at  onc«  the  Indian  -uid  to  himself,  "'rhi>  i> 
a  Big-knife!  Thr  llig-knivr-  shot  my  father—  I 
will  sbtKit  thi<  Big-kniff!"  Hiid  did  m  instantly, 
throuifh  the  hack,  and  killed  him. 

The  |»oor  officer  had  lul't  bis  wife,  on  service,  a 
hw  days  afbr  nlar^ii^;e,  and  had  been  away  a  year. 
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wu  ruinff,  and  the  air  wu  chill ;  bat  the  Bhtck- 
bin),  ftod  ilz  or  wvcn  elders  of  the  tribe,  Mt  dowa 
roand  the  mouth  of  mv  bower  to  talk  over  the 
newi — not  with  ine,  for  I  could  tpeak  ik>  Cbip- 
pewB,  and  thej  no  French. 

The  chicT  broaght  with  him  a  caae  of  Bpirit- 
bottles,  and  at  long  intervals  banded  round,  with 
polite  gravitj,  little  tbimhle-Hke  glasses  of  whisky 
to  the  circle.  In  an  hour  thejF  retired,  each  to  hu 
dormitory. 

I  covi'red  the  uppor  half  of  my  doorway,  made 
a  pillow  of  my  provision-bag,  threw  my  greatcoat 
over  uie,  and  Boun  slept,  in  Rpile  of  the  rippling 
waters,  and  the  grunts  of  the  restless  bear  behind. 

I  must  havf  breft  anlcep  two  or  three  hours 
»hpu,  suddenly,  down  fell  my  head  to  the  gronnd. 
I  thought  of  savngpti,  wolves,  and  bears;  but  on 
opening  my  eyps,  1  saw  my  pillow,  with  its  ham, 
^c.  muiing<|uickly  out  of  the  bower,  licttrt-i-n  the 
teclh  of  a  fuxy  lndi:ui  dog,  whose  gri>vn-red  eyes 
glared  frightfully  on  inc. 

He  had  couipanionti,  but  they  nil  fled  nt  my 
shout,  leaving  (he  pillow.  I  had  the  gooil  furlnne 
to  sellle  soon  again  to  <.Uep,  and  did  not  a»akc 
until  five  in  the  momiit^.  wIil-u  it  wa^  lime  to 
ariw. 

I  -alli<-d  forth,  and  found  the  Md^'i-s  li>ading 
the  canoes,  dmi  in  their  bL-sl.     Uut  a  dense  fog, 

TuL.  II.  M 
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When,  to  my  vDBpeskaUe  eoDlent,  we  •rriTcd 
jwt  oalside  of  the  hirboor,  the  miii  bunt  forth 
tDOit  opportnnelj,  «nd  lighted  op  the  pretty  capes 
and  itlei,  the  vhite  hooNS  and  nplandt  of  the 
port.  There  wai  qnite  a  fbrett  or  town  of  wig- 
waiBi(froni  one  hundred  to  a  hondred  and  twenty) 
OB  the  heacb,  and  a  crowd  of  wldiers,  Indiant, 
•nd  whhe  aettlen,  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  to 
greet  and  critictae  our  emtrie. 

The  moment  we  were  embayed,  and  therefore 
wiiliout  wind,  llie  women  struck  ont  vigorously, 
gazing  wKh  tnodest  joj  upon  their  lords  and 
bfotlien,  as  they  Miently  arose  in  p^ni  and  glit- 
tering array,  and  so  stood  until  wc  landed. 

l.4>oking  round  me  at  the  time,  I  thought  I  had 
never  »een  a  flayer  pageont — a  fleet  of  fine 
eano<>4,  pennons  flying,  full  of  athletic  mTtges 
elolhctl  in  fllver,  and  coming  peacefully,  without 
a  *hol  bein<;  fired  even  in  compliment. 

The  red  spectators  were  mute ;  the  while  men 
dice  re  J, 

I  parted  wiih  tlie  Blackbird  and  his  nation  in 
the  most  Kracions  manner,  and  frequently  met 
the  chief  in  the  village  anerirards  with  his  device 
in  full  furcc  on  his  face. 

Many  uf  (liese  Indians  hud  brought  fur*  fur 
•ale,  *bicli  were  paid  fur,  against  law,  in  ruui. 

There  were,  on  our  arrival,  700  Indians  en- 
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It  dwl  not  (tajr  long  at  Collier's  Harbour,  but 
■ked  hi  ft  nicrcbant-tloup  for  Ihtlroil,  in  tha 
t  of  tkut  tmme,  which  eonneeti  Uiket  Uoron 
I  Erie. 


*  it  i*  deviralile  to  place  ia  a  connected  whole 
1  mj  obscrratiuni  on  Lake  tlnmn,  allow  me  to 
I,  that  in  thv  snnimirr  previous  to  tltit  I  found 
mywlf  ID  hi*  Majvsly's  Dchooncr  Confiancc,  (hen 
pltijed  in  1ran*purtip^  from  place  to  place  the 
■  of  the  British  Boandorr  Commission, 
two  aitronotncrs  and  ilieir  sufTi  wore 
1  to  makv  a  trij^no  metrics  I  lurvey  of  the 
l-weslarm  of  Lake  Huron.  In  the  perform- 
B  of  this  duty  we  spent  the  summer,  encamped 
fai  varwDs  pUces, — nt  Encampment  Douce,  at  the 
foot  of  the  East  Nibish  Rnpids,  on  the  south  point 
of  St.  Joaeph  and  the  i*leUon  Itseiasl,  in  Portlock 
Harbour  on  the  north  main,  in  the  Pelleian  Nar- 
rows, and  on  the  little  Maniton. 

Our  aorrefora  beinfi  nnmerous  and  able,  tbe 
work  proeaeded  at  a  rapid  rate. 

1    ihalE    not    enUr    into    any    further   delafla 

tiy  |;eof^phicaL      The  accompany^ing  map 

sketches  nroiler  this  nnneoeiwary. 

With  corrrct  maps,  soundings,  and  tnformatioa 

aa   to    the  agricaltural   ur   public    Talita  of  tha 

islands,  thera  was  no  difficulty  in  detcrmintng 
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•hook  it*  winp  to  srect  tJie  rerurniug  UgbL  Wm 
not  thu  a  lurture  to  be  ibuJdered  &LT 

kWn  rvmmineil  for  tbr»e  weirks  Kt  EncunpiBfliit 
kvoa,  wbvra  our  tvnts  nun]  Ihincen  id  nambcr, 
a  Mtiil;  putDt,  near  a  perpendicular  rock.  The 
beat  was  inuiuc  (1(K)"|  Fabr.  in  tba  afaailtt  on 
two  occaiiant),  bui  the  litualiou  accounud  for  it. 

We  were  devoured  with  mowjuitoee.  The 
•ooerf  was  open,  raried,  and  agreeable.  (  Tide 
PUte.) 

Aa  I  WM  gtologUng  alone  od«  day  oa  lb«  ouU 
•lurU  of  a  maU  woodj  ialaod  near  tbia  place,  I 
waa  wddml;  Martled  bjr  a  violent  craihing  among 
the  nntUrwood  whbia,  followed  !>;  a  loud  plonge 
into  tbe  lake.  It  wai  a  bear.  Bears  are  not 
daageroai,  oznpl  thav  (anejr  they  cannot  escape. 
Thk  remiaded  inu  of  tbe  poor  idiot  at  a  log-knt 
Ml  tbe  St.  Lawrence,  among  tbe  ThooMUul 
lalasda,  wbcre  I  waa  rettini^.  He  nine  mn- 
ainC  bMtity  home,  crying  out  lliat  br  bail  almMt 
seen  a  bear.  "  What  ukakei  you  think  m, 
Toainiy  ?"  said  bis  nwthnr.  "  1  «w  his  smaluag 
lattTiags,"  replied  tbe  boy. 

We  were  ten  days  at  Fort  $i.  Joseph  (a  mio  on 
lk«  Boalb  Point),  ^madiag  our  triangles  ovar 
the  Migbbaariog  archipelago  of  ialanda.  A  mile 
to  tbe  east  of  ibis  point  I  found  btrge  ijoantities 
«f  olirine  in  basalt.     As  this  spot  is  uarsby,  and 
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sniroanded  with  floQrisliiii^  young  woods,  tbe 

insect  faftrrest  wu  p]enliAil. 

-    An  odd  incident  partly  occnrred  faere. 

■    A  little  rirer  rans  for  a  mile  or  so  on  tbe  tigt 

oftiiismar^.    Li^it.  Grant  and  mysdf  wcro  oi- 

tomolog^sing  near  our  tents  when  a  sploidid  and 

quite  new  batterfly  sprang  np.    We  pnTsned  It 

aagerly  fi)r  a  good  way  along  the  rirer-side,  mak- 

big  many  an  useless  dash  at  the  prize,  when  tbs 

insect  darted  across  the  stream  and  escaped. 

Castings  our  eyes  to  the  ground,  we  saw  the 
olivine,  and  instantly  fell  to  work  in  taking  speci- 
mens. All  this  time,  unknown  to  ns,  there  were 
Indians  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  following  our  every  step  in  perfect  amaze- 
ment, persuaded  that  we  were  mad.  And  why! 
Because  we  chased  a  poor  insect, — lost  it, — and 
in  our  impotent  rage  were  smiting  the  domb 
rocks.  They  intended  to  seize  and  convey  us  to 
onr  friends ;  but  seeing  that  we  afterwards  be- 
came calm,  they  re&ained. 

Of  these  kind  people,  and  their  intentions,  ! 
only  heard  accidentally  two  years  afterwards  in  a 
public  stage-coach  in  the  state  of  New  York,  700 
miles  to  the  south-east!  A  gentleman  was  enter- 
taining his  fellow-passengers  very  cleverly  with 
the  little  story,  and  was  greatly  amazed  by  mj 
tetlbg  him  that  I  was  one  of  the  bntterfly-bnnters. 


MUOIOL-I  PEBURCS. 


KNou-  Uie  Old  Fort  we  bnilt  a  Iftrf;*  A"d  hand- 
DC  bower.  Hi  ■  dintnf;  and  work  room,  ns  w«ll 
lor  ■  Immpnnry  c[iun:li  on  Sundays, — the  con- 
IfpuiMt  consiitini;  of  five  ur  mx  gentlemen, 
■fat  or  tffi  blne-jnckel*,  our  wrrauts,  and  wnie 
'<  >atnien,  amun)(  whom  wi>re  Uoman  Catholics. 

The  aacred  day  was  always  kept  willi  {freat 
pro|irietT,  and  the  services  {fladly  attended. 

I  am  n(  opinion  that  our  Beqoestered  and  eon- 
tetnplativc  miidp  of  life  wns  more  faroanblfl  (for 
E|iiD«)  to  thr  gTxiwth  or  the  Cfarutian  diapositiona 
tho    formal    nttrndance    on    church  duties 
I  ctliM  ihj  no  mran*.  howemr,  lo  be  lightly 
^kou  of),  aurrounded  by  the  IcmplatioD*,  dia- 
etion»,  and  anxieties  of  civilised  life.     Datid'a 

•piritual  paalmi  were  written  in  the  decerL 

f  •  man  Imto  any,  the  Icwt,  religiooa  tendeo- 

tbcjr    will    bo   awakened    in    an    Anerican 

The  Creator  and  the  Pre»erTer  feel 

woaderitUljr  ne«r  in   the  thunder,  the  gale,  and 

iha  aaow-alonn. 

^I^Or  tbe  teener)-  about  Portlock  Harboor  and 

^^■i  aoath-eaat  point  of  St.  Joacpb,  the  plataa  are 

^H^  W«  diaturbed  a  bc«r  at  ouh  of  thcM  plaeea, 
HpMl  rndeaToured  witli  [rroat  xeal.  bat  ubbuomw- 
folly,  to  caick  aud  cut  ihein. 

The   little    t»laiid   ou  which   I   was  encamped 
I  «ff  Ihe  ■oath'oal  point,  waa  aingulartii 
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the  highe«t  bongh  of  a  fine  o«k — id  ftiet  ntttil 
obwrred  hj  our  idle  purveyor,  a  CanadMn  of 
■portinir  propensities. 

He  and  I  crept  ronnd  the  core  aod  got  under 
the  tree.  Twice  we  tired  withoat  even  disturbii^ 
tbe  bird's  steulv  gate ;  bat  the  tbird  shot  brongbt 
bim  down  dead.  It  was  a  barbarous  act  He 
was  largr,  richly-piumaged, — how  broad  from  tip 
to  tip  of  his  wings  we  will  not  say ;  bat  we  grcatlj 
admired  iinil  then  ate  him. 

Durini;  onr  stav  here  I  accompanied  the  sur- 
Teyore  I'l  the  (irand  Manitouline  Island,  eight 
Biles  from  our  encampment.  It  is  separated 
from  the  Little  Manitou  bv  the  strait  called  the 
Third  Delonr,  eifrht  miles  long  bv  four  brosd,  an 
open  water,  with  a  clear  and  anobstruded  lake 
at  either  outlet. 

The  west  end  of  the  firand  Manitou  is  of  a  dif. 
fcnat  and  more  majestic  character  than  anr  part 
of  Lahe  Huron  that  I  have  seen. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  »trait  the  shores  sweep 
ai  aasj  cnrret,  lined  with  stairs  of  shingle,  sup- 
ported behind  bv  aKending  woods. 

Towards  ila  centre,  ledires  and  low  precipices 

ba^>  to  appMr  along  the  lieaches,  which  at 

im0lk  liM  to  the  elevation  of  3011  feet  and  more, 

•■d  wkh  cadar  and  pine.    Their  height  is 

vnndieolar,  or  ia  attaiited  \ij  \n\ca 
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During  the  daj  we  lay  off  the  Third  DAoor 
waiting  for  a  breeie.  There  had  been  heavy 
rain.  A  thick  white  mist  waa  curiing  in  patches 
over  the  woody  slopet  close  to  as.  Aboot  three 
r.M.  came  the  denred  wind,  and  we  set  forth  to 
pass  down  the  D^toar,  hot  searcelj  were  we  half- 
way through,  when  we  perceived  very  foni  wea- 
ther a-hetul,  in  the  aoatb,  with  occasional  gleams 
of  lightning.  We  immediately  put  about,  and 
ran  behind  the  Little  Maniton  for  security. 

This  thunder-storm  did  not,  as  far  as  I  saw,  like 
tliose  under  the  equator,  first  appear  at  the  edge 
of  the  horiiou,  a  xmall  sooty  cloud,  am)  gradually 
cover  the  hravens,  with  driving  rain  and  incessant 
dischnnres  of  electricity ;  hut  it  was  formed  by 
the  meeting,  from  several  quarters  of  the  sky,  of 
clouds,  piled  aud  voluminous, — one  being  much 
the  largest.  They  descended  low,  with  a  flat 
under. surfscc,  just  cutting  off  (out  of  sight)  the 
top4  of  the  pines  on  the  heights  near  us. 

The  clouds  ihemrelvvs  moved  slowly,  but  occa- 
sionally we  saw  ill  them  a  rapid  internal  wreath- 
ing and  rolling,  with  a  continual  building  up,  for  a 
instants,  of  new  shapes  aud  otructurcs. 

The  thunder  came,  but  in  prolonged  re- 
verberations, traversing  and  relravcnjing  great 
distances. 

It  was  near  sunwt,  a  patch  of  sky  in  \.\\e  «e«\ 
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throogli  the  Djbmr,  md  mbm  milet  on  onr  way 
to  the  Rifw  St  Chir,  diataat  100  Biilea  «liiiMt 
daewnth. 

Tbe  wwAer  ma  yet  tfarflatamng  nd  the  kke 
Mllen.  Tbfl  mvM  ware  riisrt  and  Ugfa,  to  that 
not  >  few  of  na  wen  nnerably  aaa^ck. 


tgmm,  liM  duvl  Dot.    TtN  iiwJIm  of  «ame  bdki,  ia  tk  act  of 
■«la«.  ■«  polBMl  «ltk  ptMOt  Of  drebichT.      anml  fins 
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MnMUfTiokntawKnqwiit.  Cd.  SabiM,  P^.S.,  ia  hit  RopMt 
aaibcMiicnnlagicaludTcrmtrial  MafmivBafTunmlu,  U.C., 
hu  noml  B*af  putinlan  rtipectinn  the  tliUBdrr-Maraii  of  IhH 
pin  dtth^  the  rvn  1B4I,  IMl.  Tbnr  I  hnc  ruwialiii^i 
■to  i«B  irtln.  to  b*  band  in  tbe  AppndU. 

From  Ika  it  tppnn  tbit  in  1H41  there  *cn  Iwrntf-tiro  'if 
*hM  ««  *e«B  }ij  thander-itorma  i  uid  that  of  tbne  tn  «ctc  T*f 
rialft.    Sket  li^tni^  ako  oecvred  Arc  tiaw  akM. 

k  1M2  tben  ven  cigktrcB  thonder-Moiu,  uf  vhich  nio*  wen 
nr;  Kfrra  :   bnidci  ibart  Lffhtniui  cmcr,   uid  t«u  Iwtant   bi« 
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176  SOUTH  HnSOH. 

We  were  in  a  great  ezpanBe  of  fresh  water, 
withont  reef^  shoal,  or  island  in  oar  path.  On 
oar  left  was  the  long,  high  terrace  of  the  Grand 
MaDitooline*  with  a  few  islands  (the  Ducks) 
close  to  them.  Bat  we  soon  left  that  fine  island 
astern,  and  obliqoely  neared  the  soathem  or 
United  States'  shore  of  the  lake,  sighting  it  t 
little  west  of  Tbonder  Bay.  We  scadded  along- 
ude  its  low  forests,  its  sand-beaches  and  ledges  of 
limestone,  until  we  again  lost  sight  of  land  for  a 
short  time  as  we  crossed  the  mouth  of  the  great 
bay  of  Saguenay,  twenty>five  miles  across  and 
forty-fire  miles  deep,  and  off  which  Colonel  Bonny- 
castle  says,  that  leads  hare  been  sunk  1800  feet 
without  finding  bottom,  that  is,  1200  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  sea.  The  fine  rirei'  Saguenay 
enters  Lake  Huron  at  the  bottom  of  this  bay.  It 
is  180  yards  broad  for  twenty-four  miles  (R«t.  Mr. 
Hudson,  missionary  to  the  Saguenay  Indians], 
flowing  through  a  level  and  bearily-timbered 
district.  It  then  divides  into  three  small,  wind- 
ing branches,  one  of  which  is  called  Flint  Hiver. 
The  River  Saguenay  is  120  miles  from  Detrnit  by 
land,  and  more  than  200  by  the  lake.* 

We  Beared  the  south  angle  of  this  bay,  Point 
auT  Barques ;  and  as  we  ran  down  the  sandy,  low 
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ctMst,  to  the  mouth  or  the  Rirer  St.  Clair,  we  did 
not  omit  to  notice,  bilf-way  down,  the  well-known 
"  White  Koek,"  a  large,  erratic  block. 

We  were  delighted  to  enter  the  imooih  and 
trsniparent  St.  Clair,  the  American  Fort  Gntiot, 
low,  white,  and  trim,  on  oar  right  hand,  and  the 
manfaei  of  Port  Sarnia  on  the  left,  now  (1&49) 
oceopied  by  a  bus/  popnlntion. 

Storm'tossed  a*  we  had  been  in  HnroD,  the 
f till  waters  of  H.  Clair  were  uoiit  gratefol. 

.After  a  parting  look  at  the  angry  sorgei  of  the 
lake,  and  having  again,  for  a  uiumcnt,  li&teiied  to 
itN  rough  music,  we  forthwith  began  those  repar- 
ations in  cleanliuv&s,  costume,  and  crcature-com- 
furts,  which  our  tortured  heads  and  stomachs  did 
n'^t  previously  permit. 


LAKBBUFBnoR. 


Brief  Detdiplion  —  Boat-fojige  froa  St.  Hvy  to  QimiTaittgt 
bf  the  Nortli  fihon— BiTBT  St.  Huy  — Gnw  Cap  —  I^b 
IdMidi  — DJMter  iMii4ed— Hnawua  — Smr  SfasMd- 
Coffer  ICtt  —  HMggMwi^  B«7  —  Point  GwgMtw  — Ik 
Fnirie*  —  Hichi^Gotoa  Bay,  Bi*er,  Fort  —  'Hie  QiMt  — FtaB 
Sceiwi7  —  Gloomj  Birer  —  InUus,  Otier't  Read  —  lai* 


inter  Animali  —  B*a*lt  Djlat  —  Ptek  Bira-  ud  U^—Vm 
Jnlis  —  Milt  -—  Wiitd-boimd  at  tbe  Black  Biver  —  Wriltn 
Bodu — Snow  again  —  Nipigoo  Baj  and  Iilanda  —  Mimiillf 
Hillt — Black  B^  —  Unnder  Honntain  —  Connt  Andiim  — 
Fottwilliam — To  Grand  Poitagc  among  fine  Sccdot. 


PRBLIHINARY  OBSBBTATIOHS. 

Lake  Sdpsrior,  also  called  "  Keetche^;ahnii''  ni 
'"MiBsiasawgaiegon"  in  certain  Indian  districts,  and 
"  Bourbon"  formerly  by  the  French,  ie  contained  bj 
west  longitude  84°  18'  and  92°  IQ' ;  and  by  tbc 
north  latitude  46°  26'  and  49"  1'. 

It  is  placed  to  the  south  of,  and  near  to  the  lidge 
ot  V\%^\  \«Ad«  nhich,  ftretching  from  the  Vadj  i 
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MouDtuDs  to  I^ke  Sapenor  in  broad  pUioa  attd 
niiduUtiont,  diTtdcs  tbo  walen  flowing  ioto  the 
Mexican  Unlf  from  thoK  of  HodaoD'g  Bay ;  and 
which  proceed*  from  aear  Laka  Saperior  caMward 
to  tba  coast  of  Labrador  m  »  ecmliniMMu  range  of 
ahatlared  and  often  denndcd  hilU;  than  coaati- 
tnliog  the  northam  diTidii^  lidga  af  the  valley  of 
the  St.  I^wrence. 

From  sear  the  weat  cad  of  the  lake  this  ridga 
(no  longer  an  undnlatiag  plain)  is  loet  mi  the 
■oath  and  east  in  the  elevatioas  of  the  United 
States ;  bnt  itiU  afibrda  a  connected  eeriet  of  sue- 
cceuvely  descending  levels  for  the  St.  Lawreocc, 
tte  diaio  of  lakes  and  maenificeat  tribntaries. 
Lake  Cbamplain  and  the  Ottawa  and  Gagoenay 
Riven. 

L«kc  Superior  oecnpies  an  irregnlsHj  oblong 
basin,  whose  length  lies  east  and  west,  and  amonats 
on  its  aonth  side  to  641  staiate  miles,  as  ascer> 
taioed  bv  Mr.  Astronomer  Thompson  by  a  patent 
log.  This  measarement  eommences  from  Point 
Iroquois  at  the  month  of  the  River  St  Mary 
<eoamunicatii^  with  Lake  Horon),  passes  iba 
«atakirta  of  all  bays,  except  when  their  breadth 
renden  the  crossing  unadviMble,  snd,  rounding 
Point  Keewawoonan,  terminates  at  the  month  of 
iba  River  St.  Loois  at  the  Fond  du  Lac. 

The  sum  of  the  canoe-ooansa  rouDd  tkc  Wke  m 
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1155  miles,  always  avoiding  the  bays,  &Dd  espe- 
cially Black  Bay  (north  coast),  which  is  itseif 
ninety  miles  round. 

Captain  Bayfield,  R.N.,  following  the  sinuositiei 
of  the  coasts  more  closely,  makes  the  circnm- 
ference  of  Lake  Superior  to  be  1750  miles,  and  its 
length  in  a  curved  line  through  its  centre  i'X 
miles,  its  extreme  breadth  opposite  the  River  Peek 
being  163  miles.  It  does  not  appear  so  broad  in 
his  map  as  in  mine.  It  is  thtis  by  far  the  largest 
collection  of  fresh  water  on  the  earth.  Lake  Baikal, 
in  Asia,  althou<rh  410  miles  long,  is  only  forty  io 
average  breadth. 

Of  the  south  shore  thus  measured  a  few  words 
must  be  said.  It  is  divided  by  the  promontory  of 
Keewawoonan*  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  the 
eastern  of  which  is  chiefly  a  concave  shore,  176 
miles  long  (Schoolcraft),  the  remainder  consisting 
of  a  large  bay  at  each  end  of  this  gentle  hut  exten- 
sive curve.  The  most  remarkable  localities  are 
the  Pictureil  Rocks  and  Grand  Isle,  which  aboaod 
in  singular  and  beautiful  scenery. 

The  Huron  group  and  others  near  Granite  Point 
are  almost  the  only  islands  on  this  side  of  Poiol 

•  Thii  word  is  written  »ft*r  the  mmner  of  Mr.  , 
Thompson,   whose  reaidence   for   twenty-MTen    years  un< 
Indiuit,  acute  ear,  and  good  general  education,  make  him 
ce'teAwA^iOTi^"^**°*'''*^'f*!''Y  "'  Indian  worda. 
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Kecwnwoonan.  There  are  139  rirers  «nd  creeks 
on  the  whole  MOtb  sliore.  but  fewer  in  UiU  Ute 
en*t«m  divUJon  than  in  the  western. 

K eewRwoonan  i)  a  rocky  promontory,  with  three 
principal  •aramiu,  from  forty  lo  forty-fire  railee 
long,  ami  IVom  fifteen  to  seventeen  ntilea  in  ita 
greateft  breadth,  which  is  at  ihe  Portage.  Iti 
bosth  Um  nortli-nut,  and  it  tajKn  ultnoit  to  a 
point  at  ill  extremity. 

Thu  great  headland  is,  in  fact,  a  peninsula  con- 
nected with  the  mainland  by  a  portage  2000 
yvda  long.  The  waters  pving  it  this  character 
are  a  small  ri<rer  and  lake. 

Vast  deposits  of  copper  ore  are  in  the  nelgh- 
boarhood,  of  wbicli  we  need  only  tay  in  this  place 
that,  accordint;  to  a  Wisconsin  newspaper,  ■  nB- 
tion  and  a  half  pounds  at  nearly  pure  coppar  ware 
•hipped  from  hcnre  in  tbc  fint  eight  aumthiof 
l»4«. 

From  Point Keewawoottaa.vaMwards, the  sbors 
paaaea  nswiy  W.  S.  W.  with  a  wavinff  ontline  to 
thm  strai^y-iiiarkcd  headland  imnirdiairly  north 
dT  Point  Cbeguimegon,  and  fronted  by  the  liitl^ 
known  rloster  of  ialands  named  after  the  Twelve 
AiJiiMtrs.     Here  Ihe  Fund  du  Lac  mntmenees. 

Rivers  are  very  nunimKis  in  this  part  of  Uia 
lake :  but  the  shore  is  of  muderala  height,  euapt 
where  the  Porcapine  Hill*  approach  Uulaka  a 
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loi^tade  90°.  TraTellera  mkke  tfanw  hilb  fiwD 
1000  to  1800  feet  high.* 

Of  the  north  ■bore  of  Lslce  Supetior  we  damI  w&j 
nothing  here,  M  it  ia  aketebed  with  aaffieient  mi- 
nnteneu  in  the  course  of  this  Ezenrnon. 

Lske  Saperior  msy  be  considered  to  be  £03} 
fitet  abore  the  snrbee  of  the  Athuitie. 

I  cannot  lesra  that  any  gradnal  diminntion  ii 
taking  place  in  the  quantity  of  its  water.  Tbs 
contrary  might  be  presnmed,  from  its  receiring 
the  contents  of  220  liverB  and  brooks,  some  of 
them  of  great  size,  and  from  its  having  only  one 
outlet-t  Ninety  years,  however,  bare  prodnced 
no  change  at  the  (jrand  Portage,  where  sach  u 
event  would  have  been  readily  detected. 

The  appearances  on  the  coasts  indicatiog  re- 
cent drainage  are  owing  to  temporary  and  local 
changes  of  level  caused  by  storms,  or  to  evcntt 
anterior  to  historic  time. 

The  effects  of  tempests  in  rusing  the  levd  of 
certain  parts  of  the  lake  are  coDsiderable.    Ia 

*  1  •ckoowledge  witli  gnat  plnmra  Oie  penonml  a 
Mr.  Scfaooleralt,  mm  U  the  bnd  of  tlw  I 
Wuhington,  and  hi*  obHgiiic  libenli^  in  I 
inIOTramtioa. 

t  American  lakei  laj  nrel j  IwTe  more  tlun  one  ootlet;  i 
if  tlw  matter  be  coiinda«d,  ia  more  than  one  in  i  i—eij  bb 
WoUuton,  liowcTer,  in  longitode  112*  w««t,  {riaeed  mi  llii  ■mew' 
lard  between  tlw  waters  ofHodBOn'iBarandof  theAntaeSeM,!* 
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aalama,  a  wMteriy  gale  hithig  more  than  a  d^ 
will  lOMetwaee  iaoodate  the  nie  of  ttw  Hadioa'f 
Bay  storabooMe  at  the  FalU  of  St  Mai7. 

Reepaetiiig  the  depth  of  Lake  Saperior  I  hare 
Utile  to  ofbr.  It  it  doabtleM  very  deep,  jndging 
ficM  iti  itudy  and  nnifbrm  coldneM.  Captain 
Bajrfleld  fimnd  300  and  400  feet  «  eomncn  depth. 
fl—iM  dUtaaee  into  the  lake  he  foand  botton  at 
600  fMt. 

The  bodj  of  the  lake  Berer  freem,  althou^ 
there  is  ilwaya  moch  firm  ice  near  shore  and 
among  islands. 

Colonel  Delafield  foand  the  temperature  of  the 
water  to  be  44"  Fahr.,  from  an  areragv  of  many 
ofaaerTations  in  June  and  July,  1823. 

lu  depth  cools  down  the  water,  and  this  acta 
apon  the  air,  so  that  Lake  Saperior  is  not  bot  lor 
many  days  together.  Captsio  Bayfield  made  the 
mean  temperature  of  the  air  at  noon  for  Jnly  and 
Aagnst,  the  two  hottest  months  of  the  year,  to 
be  5&°.*  This  was  in  Pays  Plat,  on  the  norlb 
sborv. 

Colonel  Delafield  found  ioe  on  the  lake  on  the 
2AUi  of  June,  and  so  did  the  sailing-master  of 
Captain  Bayfield  ucer  the  »ame  tiiue  the  prerioos 
yew. 

TIm  climate  and  Tegelation  of  Lake  Soperior 
•  Aiit«A.M.taJalT,CaplMBB.Ib«ad*i*«SK'. 
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The  briglit  of  land  betweeo  Laket  Superior  aod 
Winnepeg  (Hodson**  Bay)  is  ■uppowd  by  Captain 
Lefroy,  R.A.,  to  be  abont  IfiOO  feet,  from  a  mean 
of  terera]  barometrical  obwrratioDs  *  made  at 
CoUwater  Lake,  on  the  new  roote  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  fifty  miles  direct  from  Lake  Soperior. 

The  summit  level  of  iMfer  at  the  source  of  the 
West  Savaonab  Rirer,  between  tfae  waters  of  St. 
Loots  (Superior)  and  those  of  the  Mississippi,  bas 
been  estimated  at  550  feet  in  Mr.  Schoolcraft's 
narratire,  and  therefore  1143  feet  abore  the  sea, 
seventy  miles  direct  from  Lake  Superior. 

The  highest  water-level  on  the  old  route  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  is  at  the  port^e  of  the  Eut 
Lake  of  the  height  of  land,  twenty-four  miles 
direct  from  Lake  Superior,  and  about  1207  feet 
aboTC  tlie  sea  by  estimate. 

The  height  of  Und  is  seldom  very  distant  from 
the  take,  and  the  remark  may  be  eilended  to  the 
lower  lakes,  Huron,  &c. 

Making  use  of  the  best  accessible  map  of  the 
TicinilT  of  the  I^ke  Superior,  that  of  Major  Long 
(James's  "  Expedition  to  the  KcM:ky  Mountains"), 
the  sources  of  all  the  ri*crs  on  the  south  shore 
are  within  sixty  miles  of  the  lake,  measured  in  a 
straight  line.     On  the  north  shore,  the  interval 

•  JsHMlefOMinrUMlSodtfT.  Ld«So>,vaLn\.T.W. 
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asd  looking  down  Uie  river  b»ck  upon  the  coantry 
joM  leA.  we  bave  hetort  us  »  striking  land  scape— 
ft  broad  sheet  of  waier  fluwiog  Itirutiif  h  woods,  and 
daMppcaring  at  fit.  Mary's  id  a  siinken  forest  ren- 
dered grejr  by  diilaDce.  On  the  left  we  hare  a 
loag  line  of  blue  hills  stretching  towards  the  nonfa 
■bora  of  Lake  tluroo.  Oo  the  right  uothtng  u 
seco  bat  the  wood*  of  the  river-iide. 

We  were  sorely  tnosqniio-bittea  at  P!ne  PoioL 
Tbe  whole  party  beard  the  shoot  of  "  Attrftl"  oar 
oaoal  moming  rmilks,  with  vast  conlanL 

Abofe  this  point  the  Kiver  tit.  Mary  suddenly 
widens,  and  ict««  and  a  half  miles  westerly  brioga 
M  to  lit  bead,  guarded  on  tbe  north  by  (jrot  Cap, 
nd  on  tbe  sooth  by  Point  Iroqnou. 

Banks  and  beaches  of  reddish  sand  frequently 
line  tbe  shore,  derived  from  tbe  sob-rock. 

Pout  Iroquois  'a  a  somewhat  loAy  and  com- 
maadiiig  promontory  densely  covered  with  treea. 
It  ■  several  miles  apart  from  its  fellow,  Ore* 
Cp. 

We  breakfitfttd  under  Groa  Cap,  amonf  it* 
lUhriM,  usiay  a  Urge  &Ueo  naaa  of  nek  br  onr 
td4e. 

If  1  am  la  speak  of  my  own  feeling*,  tbej  wer« 
peotly  eaeited  by  having  rcalbed  the  wiah  of 
■Hy  a  year,  to  Mil  on  tbe  waters  of  Lake 
Tbe  prospect  is  in  itself  heantital^i 


188  OROS  CAP. 

wild ;  but  it  becomes  magnificent  when  we  reflei 
on  the  size,  celehrity,  and  remoteness  of  this  bod 
of  fresh  water. 

The  spectator  elands  under  shattered  crags  moi 
than  300  feet  high,  with  an  apparently  boundle 
flood  before  him.  A  low  island  is  in  frout.  Poii 
Iroquois  is  on  the  south,  a  terraced  hill ;  while  a 
the  north  and  north-west  a  picturesque  and  big 
country  is  somewhat  faintly  Tisibte. 

Lake  Superior  ditTers  widely  from  Lake  Hnroi 
in  having  a  more  regular  outline,  in  having  bi 
few  iBlands,  in  the  grander  features  of  its  coast 
and  in  its  geological  structure,  which,  as  fan 
I  know,  have  no  parallel  in  America.  Vi 
have  here  the  advantage  of  plenty  of  namt 
localities. 

Gros  Cap  includes  the  rocky  hills  constitutii 
the  east  shore  of  the  lake  for  four  miles  from  tl 
River  St.  Mary,  which  then  sinks  into  a  ruggt 
slope  enveloped  in  shrubbery.  Buth  ends  are  w€ 
marked. 

These  hills  are  of  silicious  porphyry,  in  knol 
and  cri^s,  piled  upon  each  other  to  the  height 
from  400  to  700  feet,  a  mile  from  the  south  er 
or  headland,  but  are  lower  elsewhere,  and  usual 
dip  into  the  lake  by  advanced  ledges  or  scarps. 
These  hills  are  often  bare,  but  mostly  they  ai 
covered  with   dwarf  pine,    aspen,   coppice,  an 
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fiowen.    Keta  Uk  oortli  rod  there  b  a  urall  but 
■howy  oucade  dubing  orer  tlie  rock«. 

file  peaenl  coane  of  tfaii,  the  nut  eoaxt  or  tbs 
kke,  from  Orca  Cap  to  lb«  Biver  Michr|iicotaa 
(135  nilm  bv  canoe  roate)  i»  about  a  point  to  the 
wait  of  Donh. 

The  moat  rac«pHniotu  promoolorin  in  lbi«  ioier- 

d  ara  Marmoaz*,*  fortjr-one  miles  from  Sl Mary's 

krr,  and  <)sn^ntu»,   ainL-tT-tbree  miln  from 

.  Mar^rV.     Thr»«  arc  the  outrr  points  of  gmtt 

'Sliirpf,  which   contain  tuliofxlittste    baja  of 

Aidvrable  siso.     Just  within  the  moat  aoothera 

oTtbesr.  iheGoulais.orfialc  Bay  of  the  wyay<ar<, 

we  puved  the  ni^bt  of  Juae  1 1  .f 

Karly  next  momin;;  we  erosstrd  ibftmoatb  of 
the  bay,  and  niiuir  fur  Ibe  leaaer  Maple  Islands, 
lanriof;  behind  us  tbe  grmtter  isbud  of  this  name, 
nelimcs  calini  "  Parttten,"  loaded  with  timber. 
•  last-rarntioni-U  is  thfM  miles  nortb-weM  of 
■  Cap.  The  three  others  (with  Green  laUad) 
Dibhi  it,  and  are  based  upon  boriaonlal  sand* 

W*  break&sted  oa  one  of  ibe  Umbt  Maple 
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ETerything  looked  innoceot  and  prot^:  t 
tmupareot  shallows  washed  the  very  tree-roo 
and  extended  flu-  into  the  lake.  Any  tboo^t 
danger  seemed  absurd;  and  yet  it  was  bere  tl 
two  well-maoned  canoes  of  Uie  Nortb-west  CSoi 
pany  were  east  ashore  about  the  year  1815,  m 
nine  persons  drowned.  Among  the  saved  we 
Mr.  W.  M'Gilvray  (my  Amphytrion  at  M<mtm 
and  Dr.  M'Loghlin,  many  years  Ooremor  of  Ft 
Vancoaver. 

We  must  suppose  that  the  disaster  commene 
some  distance  from  land,  and  that  the  winds  dra 
the  caaoes  upon  this  strand. 

We  next  come  to  the  Batchewine  Bay,  de 
and  lai^e,  with  a  flat  island,  called  Green  Islan 
on  its  north  side,  and  lofty  hills  overhanging  i 
bat  the  interior  on  the  sonth  and  west  is  li 
and  woody. 

In  September,  on  our  retnrn,  we  were  glad  o 
couple  of  pigeons  sbot  bere  on  the  main  in  t 
bay  succeeding  that  of  Batchewine. 

The  south-east  arm  of  Batchewine  Bay  is  lin 
with  horizontal  white  sandstone  in  low  ledges 
the  various  points,  but  elsewhere  by  sand-bani 
extending  into  dense  woods  of  poplar  and  spm< 
which  are  hacked  by  hills  of  imposing  outlint 
from  700  to  900  feet  high.  A  winding  river,  til 
feet  bTO&d,  enters  at  the  bottom. 
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I  obwiTcd  OB  the  side*  of  tin  oearer  hilb  thraa 
patcfaea  of  wiotcr-rnow  not  yet  melted ;  itid  kt 
oar  dioiog-phea,  near  tke  north  angle  of  this  bay 
(the  fint  aoath  of  Mamioaxe),  we  met  with  a 
fi^ipUr  bot  not  napreeedented  freak  of  Nature — 
a  aolitarj  piae  growii^  upon  the  upper  aarfaeo  of 
a  laige  cubic  block  of  Marmoaxe  padding-ttnne, 
wbieh  ttielf  reatcd  apoo  four  gimnite  bowUera, 
He  block  rnnat  hare  weighed  forty  tone,  and  was 
from  twrive  to  fifteen  feet  sqoare. 

From  near  this  place  the  main  continue*  for 
four  mile*  and  a  half,  rocky,  and  tolerably  straight 
to  Point  Marmoaze;  the  interior  being  woody 
and  rather  low. 

There  are  three  or  fear  islets  sarroanded  by 
ree6  and  scattered  rocks  near  the  point. 

Gros  Cap,  and  even  Whitefisfa  Point,  on  the 
aoath-cast  diore  of  the  lake,  are  Tisible  from  hence, 
with  Point  Iroquois  between  tbeni,  looking  like 
an  islaitd. 

Point  Mannoaie*  ia  an  intereatin*;  spot,  and 
yields  indications  of  copper.  With  little  tearch 
oD  my  part  I  found  several  small  niaa»es  of  cop|>er 
pyrites,  and  of  the  green  carbonate ;  and  we  know 
that,  many  years  ago,  an  Engltth  Company  worked 

■  n*  niocnk  I  art  witb  al  Marmatm  an  nrteRMinf.     Thcf 
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WDjicilkloid,  and  tandHlone,  frofn  k  >it«  inrUible 
to  the  naked  *yt,  to  (hat  of  %omo  »quare  feet. 
Tbr  »hor*.  t)>cr«fon>,  unuuca  a  peculiar  aspect 
It  ia  troR-bound,  froni  ten  lo  one  hutidred  TmI 
bigb,  and  scooped  iDto  wiudowlike  holea,  arelwi, 
and  ftballow  cares. 

A  coo>id«fmble  way  into  tbe  take  ar*  ragged 
ialeia,  with  abort  jtgg^i  needle*  of  rock  here  and 
ibere.  lo  two  pUoM  oo  tbc  main  the  puddiof^ 
ataat  break*  into  right-angled  blocki,  thirty  Teet 
•i|itarr,  mountt-d  one  upon  another.  The  effect 
opDO  the  t^r,  with  it*  dark  tawny  colour,  and 
large  diflierently-coloarcd  bowlders,  ts  new  and 
gn>tew]ue. 

From  Point  Mannoaie  we  croflMd  a  ■hallow 
bay.scren  tnllos  wide.  Ila  rocky  shorn  arc  only 
high  on  the  north  kide.and  tbetc  they  are  ofgra- 
utte.  lu  iiprlh  cB[>e  (with  on  tt>1c  in  froul]  it  a 
maastvc  Btifl  tofiy  bluff.  It  is  followed,  northerly, 
by  a  •reond  bay,  three  mile»  and  a  half  arrow, 
with  rery  hi^b  angeled,  and  an  derated  interior; 
— tbe  margin  of  ihe  bay  l»ing  sand  and  grarel. 

This  ■■  now  called  Mica  Bay:  the  pictureMiiie 
« illagc  of  thai  namebrintc  ju«t  within  the  oortbem 
iMradUnd,  called  Wmt  anx  Mine*,  abont  ten  milea 
•oath  of  Muniriral  Hirer. 

About  lUO  people  werv  employed  at  the  nines 
here  in  £k>pleiuber  last.     There  is  another  miu^n^ 

Ml..  W. 
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cnrrvDt  of  three  inilH  nnd  a  half  an  boar  amoag 
b«d«  of  Hnd  and  (^ntrcl.  Six  Uuadnd  ymrd*  trout 
tbe  lake  their  i*  a  raonulv,  Irii  fwt  high,  in  a 
hollow  lietwecn  two  conical  bilN. 

Tbe  boliom  of  Hnf^grwong  Hav  '»  heed  with 
fBod-banks,  which  rrlirc  in  i>i>rc(>fMtr«  Main  a 
mile  or  two  inlanil.  Here  ib«  IUt«r  Hufr^woog, 
wilb  two  otb«n  (amallvr),  enter*  tbe  bke.  Tb* 
Buggewoiig  ia  large,  and  near  IjtkcSnpcrior  mna 

^fkrou^b  low  wood*  ;  but  fanlier  off,  oocnpica  Uw 

Ijhfil4^  of  a  m^rd  coonlry. 

I  At  the  •ooth  and  ina«r  rnd  o(  the  hay  iWrr  »■ 
t^t,  ami  feet  high,  overloukin){  n  li^mce  of  wliiie 
■ind.thirtjr  feet  high, and  halfa  mile  lonj^.  Cirrani' 
•tance*  made  (hi*  »pot,  with  il*  *|Mirklinp  hofptt- 
able  beach,  Ita  ailTer  btrchra,  nnd  nnootb- faced 
|>recipiee,  a  moat  wclc-oine  havni  to  us  in  (be  uiidat 
of  unapproachable  *borr<(  and  temprstnous  warea. 
Ib  September,  on  oor  rrttim  home,  early  in  Iha 
grty  of  the  moniinff.  we  boldlj  sunrd  to  erot 
from  the  north  aide  of  Hufrgewon);  direct  to 
Montreal  Rirrr,  on  the  »ouih.  a  diilance  of  nrn* 
rnuit*  nf  open  and  nearly  r-helterleM  water.  Ws 
had  made  iwo-thirdt  of  our  way,  ami  were  expect- 
ing aooQ  to  reach  tbe  river,  when  saddenlr  tlip 
tkj  aw)  waten  darkened,  the  wind*  anwe,  aiul 
rmiaed  meh  warn  that  we  moat  have  yone  Vo  vVi« 
I  a  canoe.     A$  it  waa,  the  daogn  mwa 
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WMt  Gravel  River  is  (ixty  yards  wide  it  tb« 
numlb,  with  a  woody  !>!«  close  or,  uid  a  cstcada 
not  far  diauoi  among  the  rocks  of  the  nmin. 

A  toile  ftoiitli-(;ul  from  Urarel  Hirer  the  lofty 
hilU  of  the  inU'riof  cumc  to  the  lake,  and  dip 
ioto  th«  water  for  three  railes  in  slopes  aud 
scarpn. 

The  remainder  of  the  twenty-ecviin-uiile  routft 
to  Point  Gurganlua  ia  a  tiuked  and  roicf^ed  coaat, 
the  outskirts  of  a  high,  granitic  rcffion. 

Point  Garptntaa  is  a  prominaDt  feature  on  the 
«aat  side  of  Lake  Superior.  It  has  n  very  io' 
dcotnl  froDi,  bcin;;  composed  of  parullel  ridges 
of  black  amygtUluid,  rising  una  abovv  anothrr  ia 
ntrvaliDg  Bi>eces>iuD  to  the  height  of  from  thirty 
Bo  eijghty  feet,  from  time  to  time  much  dilapi- 
dated ;  and  with  little  coves  of  hiaek  sand. 

The  granite  region,  a  mile  inland,  is  nearly 
destitatc  of  any  vegetation  but  burnt  pioea,  look- 
ing most  desolate:  but  (he  point  itself,  and  the 
pari*  adjaeeat.  being  ofamygdaloMl,  a  fertiliaii^ 
rock,  is  elotbed  with  8r,  bircli,  popUr,  tte.,  and 
■  profiifioa  of  mosses. 

The  Iliver  Gargautua  bsues  at  the  bottom  of 
a  suiaU  hay  beset  with  isles,  south  of,  and  coo- 
tignous  to  the  |>oiut. 

Gargantna  Puint  has  nunrroos  islets  scattered 
;  its  sooth  side,  for  two  or  three  m'lWa  Auwa 


TItl  DAT-DRKAU.  IvS 

f  reTo^e  kad  &Um  before  hw  «ye#,  aad  ihe  lights 
aad  •luMJowa  of  fbmer  fcan  were  pUyiag  over 
hif  hard  featitrea. 

After  a  lime  I  brake  into  hb  traooe,  bv  aalin^ 
Uai  what  be  waa  thinking  of,  and  where  be  bad 
got  to  I  '*  (>ot  to!"  repeated  be,  ntecttaaica]!;, 
and  tbea  said,  "  Why,  ifjrifu  must  kaow,  I  waa 
«nre  mure  m  the  east  ftanka  of  tbe  Rockr  Maun> 
tHM,  ta  mj  old  pamiU,  witb  kit  dM  canpa- 
HMH^ — leeoea  and  friends  I  skall  nerer  niufv  we. 
People  mmj  tamcj  and  nay  (iiv  wbal  they  like,  bat 
ym  tse  a  g>llop  into  (Im  aataral  moadowa,  dw 
|^«irkwi  kantiDi;-f[iwinda  of  CeatraJ  America,  with 
th«r  clear  akieit  and  b(adn{;  aii«.  I^et  me  wao- 
Aer  urer  parks  of  btoon,  dorr,  aiid  mooce  fvedio^ 
pnmitenonaljr.  I^t  me  luiten  at  ibc  cIoh  of  the 
day  to  tke  crin  of  the  wild  creatnns,  ea  I  ait  at 
(be  danr  of  an  ekin-trnt —  lo  the  land  whietla  of 
the  eCa^,  ibe  aallon,  ping-likc  boom  of  the  oik, 
die  bellow  »f  tba  bboo,  or  the  wolf-bowl. 

*'  Tbtn  eonca  the  buifalo-bunt !  aad  tba  well- 
tninad  Indinti  bane!  How  heaalifiil  to  vaieb 
hia  moiiom,  prepared  for  tbc  rbaM>,  aa  be  ataadl 
oa  •  gtmde  riea.  ia  tkU  view  of  a  herd  of  bi«Hi  I 
His  fiaii  araete  and  etiffnu .  He  paw*  the  tnef, 
wiA  bi*  eyea  on  fire,  aad  hu  eare  poiakiiig  to  tka 
yiar :  bat  wbea  put  at  ipecd  tbe  ear*  iUI  baek 
^■ri  mtm  laet  in  tba  b«d.     H«  i 
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breath  to  breatli,  ejre  to  eye,  —  tje,  tnd  tor  Mme 
boon. 

"  At  leDgth,  (JMliiig  that  mj  limbi  wen  freei- 
iag  mod  •tiSiening,  I  wu  meditating  the  deiptrate 
■tep  of  making  a  rnn  fi>r  it,  wheo  an  Indian  boj 
eanw  in  aigbt,  dancing  and  carolling  on  a  anowy 
knoll.  Tbe  boll  mw  hira,  got  op,  and  attggered 
and  floandovd  to  bim,  ai  well  u  be  coaU,  as  fail 
tna  cnemj.  The  bojr,  pereeiring  bit  danger, 
jamped  into  a  anow-drift,  and  tbe  ball  could  not 
find  bim,  althongh  he  seKrched  diligently,  and 
with  many  a  groan.  There  the  boy  remained  till 
nigbt.  For  myMir,  I  coald  not  more  at  first,  m 
thoroughly  was  I  benumbed ;  bat  in  the  end  I 
managed  to  crawl  to  tbe  fort.  Next  morning  the 
bull  was  found  dead  300  yards  from  the  snow- 
drift."        •  ••••• 

A  lofty  style  of  country  prevail*  in  this  part 
of  l^e  Superior ;  the  bills  rising  in  steps  or 
ledges,  or  in  slopes  corered  with  foU^^,  or  again 
ID  Tertieally-fissured  precipices.  The  immediate 
■bores  are  rocky,  end  often  high. 

At  Cape  Choyy^  (where  we  saw,  on  tbe  14th 
of  June,  two  masses  of  hard  snow  at  water-mark) 
tbe  rocks  are  vertical,  and  cut  op  into  rarines; 
but  witbin  tbe  lesser  curvatures  there  are  exten- 
nve  beds  of  sand  and  bowlden. 

All  this  region  is  very  |HCtnresqn«,  but  e^te- 
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Fond  du  Imc  "Hiaie  cxIcnaiTC  groves  of  Mgrni^ 
maple  are  higUf  prited  hj  the  Indiuii. 

I  WM  gUd  to  we  a  fui^trading  ettabluhment. 
TliM  eoniittt  of  a  low  woodeo  home,  rabstaotially 
built,  for  the  officer  in  charge,  a  ■torehooM  or 
two,  a  line  of  low  dwelling*  for  the  servants  and 
tb«r  fiunilies,  put  together  in  a  hollow  square,  so 
•a  to  be  defensible  in  case  of  need.  There  are 
often  a  few  lodges  of  ludians  on  the  sand-drifts 
close  by,  with  fun  for  sale. 

To  my  young  servant  and  myself  the  important 
duty  of  setting  up  our  tent  was  intrusted ;  and  it  had 
been  left  on  the  sand-hank  for  that  purpoK ;  but, 
on  leaving  the  fort  to  do  it,  we  found  a  very  large 
be-goat  in  full  possesnon,  standJug  on  it  and 
stamping  defiance  at  all  intruders.  When  we 
came  near,  be  ran  full  butt  at  us,  and  we  were 
more  than  once  near  being  much  injured.  But 
be  was  merciful,  and  after  his  plunge  upon  us 
always  retnmed  triumphant,  to  pace  over  our 
prostrate  tent.  I  was  much  ashamed;  but  thought 
it  best  to  lay  the  case  Wforr  the  luperintendanl, 
wbo  seat  a  man  to  bring  Taffy  to  his  senses,  which 
was  speedily  done. 

I  need  not  say  that  we  were  made  very  wel- 
eome  by  Mr.  Macintosh.  He  gratified  as  with 
•ome  good  milk.  Tbc  cows  here,  as  in  l^ower 
Canada,  are  frequently  fed  upon  fisb. 


BL'KOAT  I)f  L4KB  AUPmoil. 


205 


li»d  risro  four  Teet  in  k  verv  few  hann,  and 
would  Mwn  biire  bem  in  our  badi  bftd  we  not 
remored  in  tli«  midst  of  Monii  and  d«rktieM  to  « 

flicker  poaiiion. 

The  iirxl  morning  (Suiidtf,  Juno  \5)  *e  left 
Fi>rt  MicliipicMtou ;  but  a  blgli  wind  willi  nun 
pRTcnivd  ui  froin  proceMling  further  on  onr 
routr  ihmii  two  iiiileft  Koutb-eut  of  Point  Per- 
ijaBquui. 

We  cibtainrd  |>lea«nt  ahpilcr  in  a  cove  amoog 
iDoands  uflrsp.     * 

We  never  fuand  delrnlion  bj  stomM  lo  be 
tedtBM.  If  it  occnireil  on  m  wcek-d«j,  we  had 
jwamals  to  cumTt  Kiid  imiiftcribr,  •nrvrting  Held- 
book*  lu  pR-iMD.'.  nnd  prrvoiial  mallerk  tu  attend 
tw.  If,  H  on  l)it«  oci»«ion,  we  wi-re  wtiatber- 
bwnnd  on  SundAjr,  we  bad  ihc  apecial  comfort  of 
(be  day.  We  never  failed  lo  celebrate  Otvin« 
'  rvice  every  Sabbath,  and  read  a  portion  of 
'  lokertlclb  on  Pnijer,  or  tome  Ncfa  book,  aa  a 


'  Our  aatronoiucr,   Mr.  Tbonipaoo,  was  a  firra 

;  white  inott  of  oar  men  were  Roman 

Jiolic*.     Man}-  a  litnu  liate  I  »eeu  ibete  iid- 

Icd  CaRadiaiiK  niittt  atteulicely  and  thank- 

Oy    liflen,   a*   ibev    ml    upon    tome   bank  of 

igh,  to  Mr.  Thotup4ou,  while  be  read  lo  tbeui 
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c  n«ml  cfiDflagrattoiia,  tnveil  thu  scene 
b  peculiar  wiklnrM  uml  >;Ii>odi.* 

I  ibii  river  lo  the  cra^  of  Micliipieoton 
<liffai  milM)  ibe  sburc  is  wboUy  Udge*  of  rock, 
gmlMBUjr  weeadii^  iabrnl. 

TboM  crayt  ve  four  milM  Iodk-  Tb«y  be^a 
aid  cm)  ftbmptljr,  aod  kre  b»ltl,  ttbalienHl  roclu, 
■tacp  or  pmipitoiH,  dipptn);  inta  llic  water  from 
th«  hetghl  of  160  to  400  feet,  the  hilU,  uf  which 
Umjt  «re  Ibe  H>nlu,  bein'  800  feet.  BcconlinK  to 
C»piaia  Betflrtd.  At  ibeir  wot  end,  these  hilb, 
larainf;  norlliwanji,  ^lunly  l»rr  thr>  lake  •bore. 

Here  the  Dorib  side  <)(  Mtcbtpieuioa  llay  may 
be  Mtd  10  rnd. 

Nol  Car  w<*t  of  lhr«e  crafts,  in  a  dell  of  coasi- 
JefaUe  bewntjr,  which  permiu  the  escape  of  a 
nnty  ttn»m,  we  tbeiul  none  Lodiaa  familie*  eao- 
ecBsfullj  engaged  in  fishing.  We  sot  ooly  ea- 
ehapged  with  these  civil  peopU  uuuiy  kind  wotda, 
hK  Bene  tobacco  Ibr  a  rmry  acceptable  supply  of 
Ml  1  can  readily  iini^^ne  what  paMcd  throwgfa 
(he  nioite  of  these  ra^^ed  Indiana,  the  ■ 
proprietnrs  of  the  West,  whvn  tbejr  lrac«i,  I 
pala-bced  stranj^r,  the  ill-concealed  r 
"rmasiprship.  and  Raw  hitn  laden  with  at) 
'liinga  BiOM  caviable  lo  /Ana. 


vc«tl,  ^^^H 
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rty-(buriiii]««;  niiJ  iheSmdlerWrillca  Itocka, 

tjr-oae  mtlet  from  the  crags. 

itiA  crags   to   Otier'a   Head    tlie  coMt 

«(!«  graduBlljr  lo  the  norlh-we«t,  in  a  chain  of 
bluff  liills,   Kanlily  cIoUimI,  and  having 

WD  in  Um  ilainp  hollows.  Tlie  tmiiiedmta 
baacb  ii  ■and  or  •hmglc,  with  hero  and  thera  a 
•Uep  i«l«l,  and  revOi  in  from  of  a  BUia])  capr.  On 
mora  lliau  one  of  tbne  |kmi)U*  ire  obMtrvcd  the 
1  ndian  ruad-ntarka  which  we  noiicrd  at  (jargaatna. 

We  caoDot  |)ailtcalariiK!  the  numeroai  IcMtr 

ettr«alura»  in  ibis  part  of  ibe  lake.     Their  aand- 

bedi  are  vtry  large,  and  eilend  into  tlta  interior 

for  a  mile  or  more,  efpecinll;  from  seven  lu  eleven 

Ti.il«a  Moth-easi  of  Ottcr'x  liead,  where  they  ara 

f*>  feet  thick,  and  in  two  or  more  Irrraces, 

The  Otter's  Head  we  pasaod  on  the  ITlJh  of 

June.     It  i*  an  upright  sbih,  froni  Ifairty  lo  thirty* 

fire  t«rct  hi^h,  pUcvd  on  some  sowtilv-clad  rocks, 

I'JO  fiect  aWve  the  lake,  and  at  an  intemi  from 

It,  wbicli,  though  looking  small,  is  much  greater 

than  It  sppcan.     Thc>e  rucks  guanl  n  deep  cove, 

with  isl«ts  in  front,  one  of  which  is  w«ll  wooded. 

&oon  after  Ivnving  the  crags,  I  ihoughl  ii  pos- 

sibJe  lo  ran  along  the  shore  and  keep  sbreasi  of 

«  BmnMwsplRa  irfUrrlibMk  la  tW  fkft  oTn  tfii^ 
A.  «Mi  faw  •Ml  AA  hvn  «•  ll,  hmI  mnm  wirta  I  emtU 
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~  I  wu  tluBi  mddenljr  brougbt  op  by  s  niviDe 
40U  or  5<MJ  feet  deep ;  iu  sheWinf^  aod  shatlrrcd 
m1«  CMthercd  wilh  young  khrub«,  Aod  iu  boUon 
•  raoptaeic  of  grmt  blocks,  which  bad  fiUlev 
from  abovr.  Tim  lake  was  white  with  foam,  the 
fiiw  rtimtad  trws  b^jit  before  lli«  |?alo.  1  held 
mj  hat  oD  with  birik  band*.  What  did  I  m«  in 
the  drptbs  of  thr  chasm,  bat  an  Europe-an  figufv, 
koMfiai;,  bBR-k«ailed,  oa  a  flat  rock !  Hit  back 
was  lo  the  wind— hk  long,  iron-grajr  locks 
ttraata«d  bdbre  bis  bee.  On  gettiag  nearer,  1 
SBW  Uiat  it  was  oar  attronomer,  who,  like  Alos« 
iM  iba  wildemea  of  Sinai,  had  escaped  (Van  ike 
camp  hi  wutskip  the  Lord. 

I  ibouehl  I  bad  been  swif),  but  here  was  ooe 
■winrr.  and  nn  a  better  errand.  It  i*  in  ildl 
otter  wastes  as  Lake  Sopi^riiir.  as  I  bare  mid 
befiwe,  that  tbe  inner  life— the  ilevutinnnl  spirit— 
often  awakes  and  lalxmn.  lliousand*.  in  solitary 
places,  have  diseorerod  that  none  need  er;  in 
Tain,  with  achit^  heart,  "  Ob,  ikat  the  Com&>ner 
woald  ooomI"  Tba  aMred  and  secret  huul  of 
God  is  everrwhiTv. 

Near  unr  •tr<>pin{f>pUea,  a  few  miles  north  of 
Otter's  Uead,  I  iound  some  very  carioos  aaitnala 
reaenUing  molluics,  from  one'third  to  hair  an 
0eh  1qoj[,  and  broodisb.  Tbejr  are  peeuttar  in 
mt  are  iladdcd  « 
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over  with  a,  single  layer  of  very  small  pebl 
each  the  third  of  a  line  perhaps  in  diami 
ftlways  of  a  hard  rock,  such  aa  quartz,  felds 
jasper,  hits  of  gmnite,  &c.  The  twisted  fori; 
the  animals  is  closely  followed  by  the  mosai 
the  pebbles,  and  the  etfect  is  pretty  and  siiigi 
especially  when  shining  in  the  water.  I  broi 
sway  six  specimens,  and  showed  theni  to 
Philadelphia  naturalists,  who  said  that,  altfao 
rare,  these  animals  were  not  uniqae.  In  mv 
rious  removals  I  have  lost  them.  I  found  t1 
nowhere  else.  They  have  been  named  TkeUt 
by  Mr.  Swainson,  F.R.S.,  from  two  Braa 
specimens;  and  Mr.  Lea,  of  Philadelphia, 
described  them  as  a  new  shell,  which  he  na 
Valvala  Areni/era;  hut  Mr.  J.  E.  Gray, 
eminent  British  naturalist,  saye,  that  they 
only  the  cases  of  a  caddis-worm,  common  in 
Brazils  and  the  United  States,  but  ihey  differ  f 
the  European  form  in  the  cases  being  spira 
Annah  nf  Nat.  Hist.  vol.  v.* 

The  coast  between  Otter's  Head  and  the  9 
Peek  (forty-one  miles)  is  more  deeply  iude 
than  that  between  the  former  place  and 
crags.     Its  hills  are  higher,  more  massive, 

*  Por  tluB  mfonnBliaa  I  om  indebted  to  Mr.  Sylvimiu  Hi 
vho  poMCsaes,  I  am  infonned,  the  Cutst  coUectiOD  of  &ttli- 
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often  dip  prccipiloosl)'  into  woody  d«lU.  The 
wmier-tDATfia  ia  Un«d  with  low,  j*g|^  roeka, 
wliile  the  interior  it  Jtrj  barmi,  llw  wbolv  vegv- 
latioa  being  ■  few  Bomll  Canwift  pttie*,  Rppsrcntly 
dead,  mtd  s  lilllr  pencil  oflckTM  at  Ihe  lop. 

Aboot  twrnl)--<iiie  miW  from  tlie  Pi-ck  Rivtr 
tb«ra  u  »  broitd  sand-bMl.  120  fctt  high,  »od 
puiing  inland  oot  ofaighL  It  is  cut  through  b; 
n  rtTcr  from  a  Ine)  and  rather  fertile  counir;  of 
gnaiie  hills. 

A  firoilar  deposil,  ottemive,  bol  low,  is  in  the 
\mj  KMiib-flait  of  this  river.  TfacM  ar«  Dtualljr  in 
rapilar  horixoatal  laj-era. 

The  Smaller  Writteo  llock*  are,  iu  a  aandjr 
cote,  defended  by  isl«u  (uurteeu  mile*  KMith-cttil 
from  the  Peek  Kiver.  Tbej  here  are  flmoolh  tnd 
coaled  with  tri)>c  de  rocbe  and  otlier  licfaciw. 
Vwioos  itames  and  figures  of  aniutaU  bare  been 
traced  on  tbem,  both  Idd^  ago  and  rvcenily. 

The  baaall  dyke«,  which  fonu  *ucb  a  (leeoliar 
Eur*  in  the  geolu^  of  tba  north  ibDrr  of  Lake 
e  particularly  alnindant  in  thin  region. 
t  are  firom  one  to  nixty  foet  bruad,  and  tbey 
cat  through  all  thv  primitive  rucks  indiflerenily, 
proeceding  witlttnit  the  altghuat  change  of  toe, 
texture,  or  direction,  Troni  one  to  aoother.     In  a 

rof  white  granite  ihdr  appearance  h  nrj 
,  and  reMtnbtef  a  mined  ataire— ».,  c&cn- 
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drifts,  toAed  with  pioes.  For  ninety  milei  in- 
land  Utis  riv«r  flowa  t{ui«tly  from  the  north,  with 
liul«  change  of  diioanMOD,  and  Uaritig  banks  of 
aand  and  clay,  with  greeastonB  heights  a  Ultia 
vajr  oS!.  The  first  faJl  occur*  aiunly  miles  from 
l^a  Superior,  and,  of  th«  two  oth«rs,  the  third 
is  thirty  ntile*  further  on,  and  peaces  throagfa  a 
sandbill  200  feet  hig]i,  having  worn  its  way  to 
the  primitJTfl  rock  beaaatb. 

Tlte  Peek  River  leads  lo  I^oog  lake,  )80 
to  'JOO  miles  from  Lak«  Supsrior  by  canoe  roale. 
Long  Lake  is  sevcnt}--fiv«  mile*  long,  but  is  oar- 
row.     It  is  oa  or  near  lo  the  height  of  land. 

At  the  BMntb  of  the  Peek  River  the  Iladsona 
Bay  Company  have  a  fort — a  picketed  sqaara, 
formed  by  the  Miperiotandaal's  boose,  other 
dwellings,  and  BiorGbouscs. 

Peek  Ray  is  of  moderate  sixe ;  its  north  am  is 
«  line  of  woody  »t«ep«,  with  several  thiekly- 
timbered  iaicu  al  iu  west  end. 

Tlie  coanlry  here  is  of  a  sofier  aspect  than  has 
been  ilte  case  Utterly.  The  hills  swell  in  g«ntle, 
egg'shaped  »lop«e,  and  mn  freely  wooded  with 
•pmee  and  birch.  At  a  distance  from  the  lake 
they    beeouMi   loftier,   and   are   teva   in    raUriag 

Seveoleen  miles  and  a  half  by  eanoc  route, 
MOftb-wcat  from  the  River  Peek,  is  Peek  UIwhL, 
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A  coQveoieot  cove,  with  a  nurow  eittnnce,  k 
little  within  itt  weitern  cape,  hu  giTeo  to  tbat 
uif;)e  the  oAme  of  Bottle  Core  Cape. 

The  preTioiu  nigbt  we  bad  paned  in  a  nook 
ea»t  uf  this  baj ;  and  we  started  in  a  foggy 
morning ;  but,  until  hreakfust,  not  so  densely  as 
to  prevent  tnvelling.  Wc  took  that  useful  meal 
inside  the  great  bay  just  spoken  of,  oo  tho  iilimy 
beach,  our  clothes  and  faces  shining  with  cold 
rime. 

By  tbid  time  the  mist  was  so  thick  that  we 
could  hnrdly  see  objects  at  the  boat's  length. 

\^e  nevcrlbi'icos  »tarte<l,  and  rowed  heartily 
for  full  four  hours,  until  we  suspected  something 
was  wronfT.  because  we  ought  to  have  struck 
shore.  Pulling,  iheretorc,  our  boat  direct  north- 
east, after  half-aii-hour's  rowing  the  shore  loomed 
in  iiizht — Bnt  the  bieb  trees,  then  the  rocks,  and 
la>t  the  breakers.  We  had  been  working  in  a 
circle,  and  in  four  hours  liad  not  made  two  miles 
of  good  way. 

Tbe  wall  uf  rock  constituting  Bottle  Cove 
Ca|>e  rather  exceeds  two  miles  in  length.  It  is 
crowned  with  pine-woodt,  and  backed  by  a  range 
of  heighu.  It  ends  westwards  in  a  second  cove, 
darkened  with  high  cliffs,  and  receiving  at  its 
bottom  a  slanting  cascade. 

Two  more   irregular  and  large  ba;«  aaccMii 
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lading.  Daring  thu  time  the  other  ctnoes  are, 
if  jMMible,  beading  out  into  the  lake ;  but  noir 
cmt  •ppnwefaei,  and  is  eeized  by  the  crew  of  the 
CBBoe  fint  beached,  who  meet  her  up  to  the 
auddle  in  water,  and  wbo,  awitted  bj  her  own 
people,  lift  her  up  high  and  dry :  and  so  on  with 
the  rest  If  the  loading  gcta  wet,  a  bindranee 
of  two  or  three  days'  duration  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  dry  it.  Ererf  brigade  of  canoes  has  a 
wdl-paid  guide.  If  he  permit  liis  goods  to  be 
thus  injured,  he  loses  bis  place,  which  is  worth 
from  70/.  to  90/.  per  annum. 

Our  eanoe  was  ne%-er  suffered  to  touch  ground, 
except  when  turned  upwards. 

Close  to  the  calm  basin  into  which  we  had 
poshed  our  boat,  and  close  also  to  the  lake,  was 
•  flourishing  wood  of  pines.  In  the  midst  of  this 
w«  pitched  onr  tent,  and  set  up  the  tripod  for  the 
myagtwi'  fire,  after  baring  with  oar  axes  cleared 
a  suflicient  space  of  ground. 

We  were  quietly  at  work,  when  one  of  tbe 
aeo  informed  us  that  the  wood  we  were  in  was  a 
mei«  belt.  ^KX)  yards  across,  aiid  that  llirra  wen 
eztmsire  open  plains  beyond,  with  lofty  hills  in 
tbe  distance.  We  threw  away  pencil  and  pen, 
and  set  off  to  explore. 

Tbe  Black  Uivcr,  rising  near  Long  Lake, 
enten   I^ke    Superior  on    the  west  aide  of  a 
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goes  s  Miiet  of  d«McnU,  until  it  arrives  at  the 
lake,  with  aecamalatioas  of  erratic  block  at  every 
obstroeted  pmnt. 

The  first  bll  u  six^  feet  high  (vide  Plate), 
|ntduDg  into  a  deep  fnnnel-sb^>ed  chasm,  260 
yards  long,  at  tbe  lower  end  of  which  several 
other  jets  of  great  heanty  take  place.  The  river 
then  escapes  inio  I^ke  Superior  from  a  .pretty 
basin,  amid  islets  tufted  with  cedar,  spruce,  and 
alder.* 

I  foond  many  traces  of  copper  pyrites  about  the 
mouth  of  this  river. 

The  Written  Rock*,  chiefly  deserving  notice  as 
a  point  of  refvrenee,  are  seven  miles  west  of  tbe 
Black  River.  Tliey  occur  in  a  cluster  of  islett 
close  to  a  larj^c  headland  of  glaring  red  colour, 
like  all  this  vicinily,  and  which  are  separated 
from  tbe  main  by  a  narrow,  not  quite  a  mile 
long,  and  called  "  The  IH-troit." 

The  drawings  which  have  given  a  name  to  this 
place  are  made  by  simply  dciaching  the  dark 
lichens  from  the  flnt  red  surface  of  the  rock.  At 
their  we»l  end  there  w  a  good  representation  of 

*  "  Hon  diiiDr  tlM  libntf  for  OMirtal  nto 
To  ruun  at  Urgt  unung  lupcoplnl  ulrat 
And  noaouinow  itlimucuti,  iinl|r  '^"^ 
Bf  deriooi  footilrpi ;  — refioiu  coiiirenia 
To  oldert  limr  ;  and  rerkln*  of  the  •tana 
nit  kirpi  tbe  n*>B  qaitt  in  b«r  B«ml  t  " 
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Vnm  Cfe  Verd  wertwird  lo  Fort  WilJiun 
(oinctj  lo  nioetj-fire  iniles  by  cmnoe)  Uw  uonh 
dran  of  Lake  Superior  is  divklcil  into  tbm!  very 
hrfjB  bays  —  Nipij^n,  Black,  aotJ  Tbuoder  Bajr. 
Thej  require  Kp&ratc  notice. 

Tliu  fint  of  Ut— c,  Nip^oD  proper,  extends  lo 
Onvd  Pomt,  oo  Uw  grmt  pemiiMtla  of  the  Mun> 
— Uai,  u  dielaoM  of  IbrlT^ix  nUc*,  ouUule  of 


NipigDD  Buy  tuky  b«  roughly  •uiod  u  thirty- 
«K  nilcB  aerof*  froin  cost  lo  west,  bur  to  sis 
Mtlo  deep  St  its  east  end,  and  suteea  oa  tu  west 
«nd.  Its  wide  uomh  |or  ooier  &ee>  is  doted  ap 
wiik  a  drnen  bait  of  largo  aad  ataall  islands, 
whieb,  taken  together,  ara  denotniosied  "  Tbt 
Hays  Plat,"  a  Uanslstioo  ffxnii  Iho  Chippewa 
laognage,  aod  refen  only  lo  the  shallow  black  or 
red  Boor*  of  the  lake  herealMMiis.  It  is  tme 
that  tbcre  U  our,  a  large  iihuid.  very  level  ia 
parts,  aad  covered  with  shingle  and  loow  rocks  j 
bat,  generally  *[>eakiog,  it  is  an  elevated  regioo.  I 
cannot  ilcscrilw  this  uptendid  bay  and  archi 
wilk  any  minoteocia.  Mine  was  only  a  r 
saner.    The  surveyor  and  naturalist  will  follow. 

The  islands  are  nuineroas.     I  made  the  ctrcuit 
sf  the  whole  by  going  ontaida  in  Jnn«,  and  tnrida 
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•uch  u  ptIUrs,  ftrchea,  rece»es  (for  statues !)  and 
window-like  apertum,  which  not  u  little  rescinbla 
a  street  of  ruined  chapels  and  chantries  shrouded 
bj  moaces,  vinea,  and  forest  trees.  Wc  have  this 
fiMurcd  state  of  the  rock  both  in  the  inner  and 
outer  route. 

Wherever  the  sandstone  or  red  porphyry  is 
found  all  the  beaches  and  bare  places  are  red ; 
but  as  much  of  the  Pays  Plat  is  of  black  trap  and 
auy^aloid,  the  colour  there  is  rusty  black. 

<Jn  one  of  the  islets  at  the  west  end  of  the  Pays 
Plat  we  hare  a  beautiful  display  of  true  basaltic 
columns.  A  sketch  wus  given  ine  by  Captain 
Baylield. 

'I'be  island  called  Lk  Grange  is  in  a  fine  open 
basin  not  far  from  Nipigon  River,  with  a  few 
oihen  ab((ut  it  havinj;  flat  lops.  It  it  a  naked 
masM  of  trap  rock,  aprin^int;  high  and  perpen- 
dicular out  of  a  slope  of  coppice.  It  is  exuclly 
like  ooe  of  the  long  barns  of  Lower  Canada,  and 
theuce  it>  name.  We  {toitsed  it  on  a  lovt'ly  wen- 
ing  towards  sunset.  Not  far  from  this  islnnd  I 
took  as  a  uieniorial,  perhaj>s  unnifely,  from  off  a 
jnltiiig  point,  the  skull  of  a  bear  placed  on  a  |iolc. 
It  was  ai(  white  ati  snow,  and  must  have  been 
there  many  years  as  a  land-mark. 

Tlie  trappose  and  smygdaloidHl  diMrict*  are 
here  thickly  wooded,  but  the  trees — monnttiins 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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1  Lake  Nipigm  (or  St.  Aoo«),  which  is  sixty 
■ila  KMiid,  Mid  in  a  tamo  country.* 

The  MuDmrilM  IIUU  «f«  21j  miles  rrum 
Graral  Point,  a  well-known  restin|;>plBce.  Tberc 
•re  serml,  bat  tho  two  most  consptmious  are 
eona  of  toft  and  bcaatifii)  ootlines,  at  least  80t 
fcai  bif^,  aad  eloso  together  at  the  soulb-wasl 
eomcr  of  tbt  i^raat  pranrontory  between  Bhek 
•nd  Nipigoii  Bays,  being  the  sontbera  citnoDiiy 
of  •  l««|[  ridge  oomiHg  frotn  the  north. 

The  Manllt))^llM  <iiitrtct  ronsitl*  of  this  bcad- 
laod  and  the  ■iinttiindioAtu  islands  which  are  in 
rnmt  oftl.  it  bcaraastrong  reKoibUnce  to  the 
Nipigon  cnantry.  Space  forbids  oor  enteriug  into 
a  detailed  dc»crifilinii  uf  il. 

We  stepi,  on  the  '23d  of  June,  on  the  «dge  of  a 
t—Btiftil  basin,  two  miles  and  a  half  •oatb*«nt  of 
tfaa  Hamrodlce  Htllii,  and  next  moming  plunged 
iaio  a  cbarming  labrriitth  of  porpUvriiic,  auiyg* 
daloidal,  and  Msdstoae  islands,  sbelinvd  eren 
froin  a  hurricane.  From  lime  to  time  we  saw  the 
free  take  at  the  botUnn  of  a  long  vi*ia  of  piae^ad 
nlaada ;  and  we  were  glad,  tot  the  sake  of  efaaage, 

•  ftom  Mt.lbdunl*  el  Fort  Nlp)«M.  »lia  laU  mmflm. 
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Ubie  tanil ;  init  llie  Mstern  half  U  hurotnocky. 
AlMmi  the  middle  of  its  south  side  an  immffose 
cinicr-likc  aYitv,  with  sleep  woody  acdivitiw,  is 
•OMpcd  out  of  ihfl  body  of  the  mnmitnin.  The 
prKiptc«>«  are  largMt  and  (InfiHt  on  lh«  Dortb- 
DtfTtb-wctt,  and  rsurnd  in  rude  colonnadm  orer 
two-fiflh*  of  ths  whole  height,  terminating  in 
naked  taloMt,  300  to  4<X)  f«et  high,  which,  how- 
ever, do  not  reach  the  water,  bat  are  luceeeded 
downwards  by  three  woody  terraces,  the  loweat 
af  which  loDchea  the  lake. 

On  the  aide  of  llinnder  Bay  1  «aw  no  pre- 
eipieea. 

At  and  about  the  water-level,  under  Tbondcr 
Moontain,  1  taw  a  good  deal  of  Azed  limestone 
(without  fbaaili),  the  only  place  where  it  is  known 
fe  exHt  on  the  north  ihort  of  thl*  laki.>. 

Tbundcr  Bay,  to  which  we  have  now  arrived, 
uder  the  ahadow  of  iu  great  prouioutory,  ia 
roond,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  mile*  acroaa. 
OraiMl  Point  ia  its  wealem  angle  ;  ita  marpu  ia 
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I  WM  mtMh  pUwcd  U  Fort  William.  Allboogfa 
iu  pMlm;  days  were  Rotie,  wbca  the  rich  fan  of 
tbe  Arctic  circlo  and  the  Rocky  MountaiDa  W€t« 
broni^  bvrc  by  the  adventuroai  men  who  alooa, 
in  tboK  ilaji,  DOald  conduct  ft  distant  eoiunurea 
vith  uvagca,  aUeaded  by  a  cro«rd  of  clerks, 
irappera,  aod  voyagcun,  itill  aaine  iotereeUag 
pawnanta  of  tbeac  people  were  at  th«  Ivrt  darta|p 

We  all  took  our  meali  together  in  a  platnljr- 
foraiafaed,  Itiw-roofed  hall,  capable  of  aeating  a 
iHudrod  persona.  U'«  were  placed  a  good  dial 
aceonliitg  to  rank,  ibc  leoion  aud  ieadara  at  the 
ImmI  of  the  Ubie,  aod  lb*  clerlu  at»d  goidei,  Ice 
of  raprclable  but  buinbler  g7«de,  nuig«d  down 
the  labia  in  ordrr  due. 

'Dm  oonrerMtion  wai   wholly  oortb-wcit  and 


lly  «w-d-«««  wu  a  hiodeoaa  jrooag  g«ad«aiaik, 
but  pair  aod  wasted,  who  told  ne  that  be  bad 
b*ea  living  upon  bi>  parebtuvut  wiodowi,  and  a 
littic  tripe  de  ruche,  lor  three  or  four  wveka,  the 
flah  aod  Ibwl  liaviug  biled  at  bia  winter  quarters. 

1  wked  bim  bow  the  Coaipany  fed  tbeir  <ur 
eoUcctora  during  tbe  Idle  time  of  Mmmer.  "  We 
girc,"  Aid  br,  "to  each  lamily,  if  in  the  great 
,  fix  bullet*  and  a  quart  vt  powder,  with 
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Wc  found  the  mhon  of  I^ke  Superior  Rwampjr 
u  fir  «9  Unnd  Point,  but  (here  tbc  hills,  which 
ill  loflj'  »l»pc«  and  vcarps  for  mmc  way  inland 
•kin  the  Kaminittti^n  (nnd  arc  perimps  the 
highMi — UKX)  f«>l — m  Mnckay'a  Moitntun,  now 
ibe  Moth  fork),  join  thr>  tnkc,  and  line  it  in 
|in-cipiee«  from  3(M)  tn  8(K)  feet  high,  uutb- 
wr^twards,  to  near  Figeon  Bay.  They  are  flat- 
topped,  rut  up  by  ra*iDea,  and  clad  witli  pine*. 
A  ■lope  of  ruins,  elotbed  with  bireh  and  a^iep, 
creep*  up  ibeir  sides. 

The  ahorM  nf  the  two  bays  east  of  Pi|;con  Bay 
•r«  alto  frequently  escurprd,  hut  being  low, 
duclove  a  barren  interior  of  broad  rock  ridges, 
attaining  an  elevation  of  from  600  to  900 fi»t,  and 
aflecting  a  rough  parallelism  with  the  eoatt. 

Pigeon  Bay  is  luppoaed  to  be  the  "  Long  Lake  " 
of  French  gir<^p«  pliers,  and  to  hnva  been  intended 
in  the  treaty  of  178:1,  hetwrcn  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Slates,  as  the  point  of  de[iartura  from 
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mmU  uUnd  (Montoa)  U  near  the  east  amglm 
1m  bay.  which  U  called  Ptunt  Chapeau,  rUiag 
le  rear  to  the  height  of  840  feet  bj  our  aatro- 
ler's  geometrical  admeaaareineiit. 
be  whole  vojaga  from  Fort  Willian  to  thia 
e  baa  beeo  full  of  weDic  beautj.  The  very 
r  and  brokeo  interior  i»  nearly  naked ;  but 
re  there  are  woods,  we  ban  the  tender  green 
le  aapon  and  birch  down  below,  while  lombra 
s  crown  the  black  precipices. 
be  Urge  aod  broad  island  called  the  Pate, 
r  Thunder  Bay,  is  a  prominent  feature  from 
7  part  of  thit  r^ion. 

;  is  everywhere  lofty,  and  at  its  weat  end  an 
leoae  square  rock,  like  a  raised  pie,  rises 
Modicular  from  a  woody  flat  to  the  height  of 

feet.  It  gives  oanie  to  the  whole  island,  and 
•ned  to  it  by  a  low  isthmus.     This  pilastered 

towcr>like  eminence  may  be  half  a  mile  ia 
aeter.* 
lU  lioyale  it  forty-five  miles  long  and  aina 

Dn  our  rHun)  ia  Srptf  mbrr  *p  bmklMUd  of  poulr  the  Pile, 
inr.  im  ■  n«.  mutT  nKintina.  AU  nor  pniTirinB*  *m  pae, 
I  ibr  mcn'i  Kmp,  uhI  of  IbM  tbrra  >M  litllr.  Vr  ««n  IkM 
til  iharr  ■  tuak  ' -bit  bjr  Mr.  Tbompwo.  joniori  tirtwma 
I  niwtrd  il.  Wr  had  lud  nuthinK  but  hIi  Bnl,  atnim, 
I  ■CT7  litUa  bwrwl  dmM,  tot  Mutj  (km  nrkk  Wa  dnrd 
jne  .Ut.  Ixmeict.  ■(  Van  WiUmb.  JmM>  ■*!«■  ail**. 
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Tbt  rtnuinder  of  the  tionh  shore  of  Lake 
Superior,  to  its  western  extremity  nt  ibc  Itiver  Sl 
Louis,  is  KlmoRt  wholly  bold  and  iron-bouiH).  Tb« 
bilh  on  th«  itnniediate  const  range  from  900  to 
1200  feel  above  Ibe  level  of  the  sea,  and  are 
principally  basalt. 
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ioaritbiog  tlate«  that  of  Witeontin,  has  been  et- 
tablithed  witUn  the  kit  lew  yeurt  on  its  toiitheni 
borders. 

AlthoQgfa  tiM  wOderaess  now  to  be  entered  opon 
be  eloioet  eertainly  MetnUHerow»  m  pnrty  of  minen 
being  now  it  work  elose  to  it,  we  sbali  only  mark 
tbe  leading  points  in  the  joomey  of  431*  miles 
firom  tbe  Grand  Portage  to  the  north  end  of  the 
Lake  of  tbe  Woods. 

The  country  between  Lake  Soperior  and  the 
Lake  c^  the  Woods  is,  like  the  whole  watershed 
between  Hodson*s  Bay  and  the  Valley  of  tbe  St. 
Lawrenee,  a  nigged  assemblage  of  hills,  with 
akes,  rirers,  and  morasses,  of  all  sixes  and  shapes, 
a  their  interrals.     It  is,  in  fact,  a  drowned  land, 
"hose  waters  hare  assnmed  their  permanent  iiea- 
tres  by  a  balance  of  receipt  and  discharge. 
They  all  communicate  practically  with  each 
ber,  either  by  water  or  by  portages,  so  that 
t  trareller  may  reach  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
many  rootes,  differing  only  in  danger,  faibonr, 
\  directness.    Thas  nineteen  of  the  rirers  which 
<r  into  Lake  Snperior  west  of  tbe  Grand  Port- 
rise  near  Lake  Boisblanc,  the  tenth  lake  on 
-onte.    All  these  are  osed  from  time  to  time 


>  Mtwdl/  pMMd  over  1000  wtOu  of  the  watcn  aortli  of 
%mpaw,  if  wr  iadwlr  oar  drcumMvigitioo  of  Likct 
^mU¥tbm  Wooib. 
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Um  PigeoD  River  rrom  th«  north  nod  of  Ibo  Oraod 
Portage  ibwo  lo  Lake  Superior.  Sir  Alexuider 
M'Kttncie  ooetipied  n  lung  iliy  in  this  u»k,  occom- 
panicd  hj  two  tndtiuu  ;  t>ul  ihey  found  that  high 
WU,  rspidh  and  aholring  prmpicea,  rendered 
Um  rirer  ntlerljr  impracticable    for    commercial 


Tlw  oonpany  then  hailt  their  Fort  Wjlltam, 
aed  made  the  Dofc  River  and  other  strBwns  and 
lake*  their  road  tuto  the  north-west  fur  conntriei, 
sltboo|[h  this  i*  inferior  in  cTcr^'  respect  to  the 
oM  rovte ;  ao  tuueh  so,  that  the  ewfaynrt  had  to 
ba  ceaied  and  bribed  iato  the  aw  of  it. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Aatronotner  Tbotapaon  fbr 
tbta  IB  form  at  ion. 

The  dintclion  of  the  old  roote  is  nearly  west  aa 
frr  a*  the  mouth  of  tlie  Kirer  Lapluie.  From 
Lake  Laeruii  westward  the  two  rootH  unhe. 

We  Wti  Lake  i^uperior  on  the  29th  of  June, 
ami  walked  a«er  wondy  hilli  and  wadod  through 
twampy  buttonts  to  the  west  and  of  tha  porti^ 
<eifrbl  miles  and  oDotixtb),  greatly  aotwyed  by 
BKMi]artoea  and  the  eloseaeM  of  tbe  air,  the  path, 
■i»cb  as  it  waa,  being  orergrowa  by  briers  and 
vu[>picL'.  Tlie  trees  were  somelinws  large,  and 
'  '■■  ID  blosponi. 
'  :<-■  irbited  here  by  two  of  the  bird*  callad 
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liilaait*  wcr«  lied  cIom  down  to  tbt 
I  woaU  have  crept  up  tba 

help   wiahing  Uiein   to   luTe  1 
ih  BfjBDl  b^ged  lliem  to 


Wm  faMl  %i  Uitf  pimee  m  eurimn  iiutaiiM  of  i 
Jmm  mmI  endunaee  of  the  tDoa(|iutu. 
Af  wrwil,  n  xerj  hsndjr  lad,  wu  liai&g  | 
ioloDat  wUh  a  prrpared  dccr^skin  wbicb  1  1 
t  boB^l  ottoate  luilimiu, and  whidi  1  tbouglll 
old  lw>  warm  on  our  return  vojage,  A  t: 
to  MUlnl  on  bu  iiuid.  aitd  fill«l  itfclT  witb  h 
■d.  Calling  my  ailcntiuo  to  ubat  be  ' 
tdoihacatoffiwbolljr,  llbiokltbebindar 
IUm  ftHina).  a  nm  bag  of  blood,  witli  bia 
Met  eooiinucd  to  Mck  and  the 
bflot  from  bebind.  Tbc  ^oauf  awo 
■iIh  B>oM|aita,  btit  it  ueapcd  ;  soon 
werer,  to  the  tame  band,  and  thera 
ifcalrned,  wIku  hit  two  wing>  ware  dcJi- 
r  eat  off  wilhoat  di>turbiDg  the  drinkar. 
r  blow  killed  him. 

X  our  camp  th«  roar  of  ao  upper  wot 


,  with    loag  vnlle}'*  li«t*re«n.      To   tha 
id  toatb-«Ail  we  aee  ibe  \'all(^y  of  I'igeon 
buried   in   dark    pinM,  among  which  «« 
I  vhort  «ilrerjr  tntc««  or  lUt  stream 
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t  slODus  on  lliQ  eulem  ihors  of  ll 
for  t^Ttral  hundred  jranlM  togetli 
•r  with  niyri»<U  of  bright  «lc}r-bh 
,  tbvir  long  bodin  crofMrd  by  thi 
ban  of  black.  Tliej'  wptv  doabllttsa  pi 
for  intgnilioi], — a  proocrding,  I  think,  not 

utminK  inM<cts. 
■imitar  fact«  are  recorded  in  tho  '  Magatioa 
«1  HiMorr"  (tii.  516.  183M),  a«  having 
in  Germany  in  1816  and  1838.  Vast 
of  LiMluLg  deprtu^  and  Qaadri  mocN- 
it  from  Weirasr,  Halle,  and  other  place*, 
NetherUndf,  following  the  courM  of  the 

Selkirk  attempted  to  form  an  agricullural 
lent  oa  the  low  land*  nboul  tht*  lake ; 
Culed,  and  i«  deMrtrd.  .\  abort  eanT-ing- 
M  took  \u  inio  MooM!  Lake  (three  inilea 
aHer  bjr  ooe^balf  tu  two-ihinls  of  a  mile), 
it  b  bid  in  pine*,  cypma,  ijitticc,  and 
It*  length  nitH  weat.  1  tluill  ncrer  for^t 
ibera  and  activity  of  iU  tniMiiuitijes. 
irt  wriei  of  portagea  and  panda  ef  mabee 


I 
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I  boUoui  BiMotb  ud  leveL     The 
wanacod  tlist  ihe  tiit»d,  witlwot 
■loe,  atimcU  sntl  retard*  it.     It  i> 
t  Uqiud  lo  tbedeptk  vf  l«u  ur  twelve  feet 
r  dte  apiAreut  battocn. 

r  M*K«uue  m  iueliacd  to  tbink  to 
I  cerWuljr,  ibougb  it  mxio*  twpo*Mbte, 

■d. 

e  pertagc*  and  Mine  pond* 
|ll»  iIm  tMt  Lttke  of  tiic  Height  uf 
'  Immu  about  three  luilei  hia^ 
walcn  Mlo  Rom  lAke. 
It  «■■  here  that  we  mw  the  lirdiaiit,  even  «t 
i>  iTwIy  {teriod  of  llie  yw,  gmtfaeriiitt  their  rioe 
Sefeiml  cuoes  wen  •!  work  (wen  kdA 
■)iBB  Bmoded  mush.  The  SMn  «u  off  lh« 
I  of  the  ftee-pkat,  and  let  theu  feUl 
while  the  wuni«n  Mowed  then 
■  the  mtrrinwat.    We  t>>ok«l  od 


)  neit  pmnl   iaki  the  Wttt   Lake  «f  the 
t  of  Lmad,  by  a  carry  in  g-^leee  (468  yanU 
•  ith   treee,  ehrulM,   asd 
•  ■«•  DOW  i«  water*  tribatar;  lo  fliid- 
,  lad  ••fcoCjr'«i^t   miUe  froM    Lake 


A'eM  Lake  ie  in  ailH  BBd  a  hAtf  l«m,  b«t 
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a  tuk«d  Dountrj  of  j^n'ite,  in  raouniJ*,  cither 
piled  DOe  upon  anotber  or  single  (low,  perhspf), 
utd  ■urraundei]  by  wide  maralies ;  the  prevuling 
tioti  of  the  eounlry  being  red  and  dark  frrey ;  tba 
fbriDcr  from  tbe  granite  or  gneiH,  and  the  latter 
fnim  thi!  admixture  of  scorched  pioe«  and  joung 
poplarv  everTwhen'  filling  ibe  eye. 

There  ire  MTcral  very  fin^  cascades  in  tfaew 
twelve  tnilra,  nltnost  rivalltn^r  the  but  in  the 
Canada*.  The  occbsiobbI  rapids  were  so  stroog 
and  billowy  a>  lo  shake  the  canoe  severely. 

On  the  Height  of  Land  oneofonrrDyajirim  was 
iciwd  witli  inflamnuition  of  the  bowels,  which 
bleediag,  ke.  Mibdoed  only  for  a  time,— being  r^ 
prodoccd  by  the  roogboess  of  the  waten.  Tlie 
man's  aguny  and  ezbaaitkni  were  exirene.  W« 
were,  therefore,  exceedingly  glad  lo  tct,  oo  •atar- 
iog  Lake  Keseganaga,  a  targe  wigwam,  on  a 
marahj  point,  belonging  to  a  well-known  old 
lodiaii  named  Friul-e.  He  bad  two  or  three 
itrong  sooff  and  three  or  four  doui^lan  and 
daugbters-in-Law,  and  their  children,  all  looking 
brown  and  fiit,  although  nid  lo  be  starTiDg. 

FrtM«  willingly  received  the  sick  man,  bat 
eaid  that  1>otb  hunting  and  flsliiug  bad  fiuled 
tbem :  that  bis  youtig  rocn  had  been  out  lour 
dajra  and  liad  only  killed  two  rabbila.  The  nty- 
ayfur,  he  said,  must  be  content  with  fiuuily  fiuv. 
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•lopes  at  the  water's  edge;  secondly,  a  thinly- 
wooded  puq)lish-red  ridge;  and  thirdly,  behind 
it,  a  blue  line  of  hill«,  still  higher,  and  visible 
along  all  this  side  of  the  lake. 

lu  outlet  is  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which 
flows  into  Hudson's  Bay  by  Lake  Sturgeon  of 
the  New  Route. 

Here  we  saw  two  bears  (where  the  Indians  had 
seen  none) ;  one  was  sitting  at  gate  on  a  high 
rock.  As  soon  as  he  perceived  us,  he  wheeled 
about,  and  hurried  into  the  interior. 

We  met  with  the  other  oil  our  return  home. 
What  1  took  to  be  an  old  hat  floating  in  a  wide 
expanse  of  water  was  declared  to  be  a  bear. 
Bears  swim  low.  Both  canoes  made  for  him  as 
&st  as  we  could  paddle,  and  we  soon  came  up 
with  |M>or  Bruin. 

Uur  astronomer  took  his  stand  at  the  bow,  and 
quietly  discharged  his  piece  into  hitt  neck.  The 
animal  gave  a  loud  howl,  and  rolled  about  in  the 
bloody  water  violently,  while  we  struck  at  him 
with  poles  and  an  axe.  So  great  was  the  hubbub 
that  1  thought  we  should  all  have  been  drowned, 
ibr  a  small  birch  canoe  is  the  last  place  to  make 
war  in  ;  but  the  )M*ar  being  soon  stunned  and  quiet, 
a  voyageur  laid  hold  of  him  by  the  neck,  and  we 
slowly  drew  him  to  the  shore. 
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.  cmlled  Carp  Lake),  bring  as  into  Boisblanc 
(fifteen  miles  long — Mackenzie),  so  called 
its  producing  bass-wood, 
many  islands,  high  and  well-wooded  shores, 
pretty  beaches  of  yellow  sand,  render  it 
pieturesqae.  We  passed  a  wintering-post  of 
[udson's  Bay  Company,  consisting  of  two  or 
comfortable  huts  on  a  cape, 
bblanc  Lake  is  very  crooked,  and  resembles 
etter  Z  in  shape.  I  found  here  the  Etheria 
tfn,  the  destroyer  of  peach-trees,  as  deter- 
i  by  Say  of  Philadelphia;  but  I  saw  no 
i-trce«. 

1  our  return  home  in  autumn  through  this 
we  espied  a  canoe  rounding  a  point  to  enter 
[)f  its  det'p  bays.  Being  then  ver}'  short  of 
sions  we  hastened  after  it,  and  found  it  in 
•anv  with  four  others,  all  filled  with  In- 
.  They  could  only  sell  us  some  strips  of 
deer's  flrsh,  each  a  yard  long  and  four  or 
nchcH  broad.  It  looked  like  thick,  red  lea- 
but  our  men  were  glad  of  it  to  thicken 
soup.  While  this  purchase  wan  goin^ 
the  gentle  brepze  drove  a  canoe  full  of 
m  alongbide  of  mine.  As  we  rocked  on 
•ave,  the  women  fix«»<l  their  eves  with  won- 
en:  u|  on  u\r  sow in<r  on  a  button.  The 
i*  having:  a:i  eve,  and  carrvins:  the  thread 
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a  coaflict  at  this  spol,  might  be  seen,  sticking  u 
the  clefts  of  the  rocks. 

Serea  niles  from  the  upper  end  of  the  lake, 
the  pawsge  is  almost  closed  by  large  blocks  and 
bovrlders ;  bat  not  far  from  theDce,  westerlj,  the 
lake  widens,  and  becomes  difersiiied  by  6ne 
islands^  and  ao  occasional  high  white  hummock 
on  the  main.  Some  square  masses  of  bleached 
rock  dotting  the  shore  made  me  think  I  beheld  a 
Canadian  Tillage. 

In  the  middle  of  the  lake,  where  the  islands 
were  thickest,  we  shot  past  a  pretty  and  unex- 
pected sight. 

We  saw,sitting  before  a  conical  wigwam,  a  hand- 
some, comfortably-dressed  young  Indian  and  his 
wife  at  work,  a  child  playing  with  pebbles  on  the 
shore,  and  a  fuz-Iike  dog  keeping  watch.  There 
thev  sat.  fearless  and  secure.  When  ther  saw  as 
they  only  nodded  and  laughed.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  many  an  Enelishman  might  euTy  them. 

Heathen  thou«;b  tliey  be,  the  (;rcate4t  affection 
often  obuins  between  bu^band  and  wife.  An 
Indian  and  bin  wife,  1  was  informed,  hunting 
alone  on  the  plains,  were  met  by  a  war-party  of 
the  inoux.  They  endeafourctl  to  escape,  but  the 
poor  woman  was  overtaken,  struck  to  the  ground, 
and  scalped. 

Seeing   this,   the   husband,    although    at   this 


111 
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the  Qeighboariog  lakes  m  Tmriety,  wholly  bright 
yellow. 

A  few  miles  from  the  Pewarbic  Portage,  on  an 
ishmd  near  the  soath  main,  there  are  the  remains 
of  a  round  tower,  or  defeosife  building  of  some 
sort,  twenty-seven  feet  in  diameter.  It  was 
erected  by  the  Indians,  and  commands  a  wide 
view  of  expanses  and  woody  isles. 

The  new  or  Dog-River  route,  from  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  enters  I<Ake 
Lacroiz  on  its  north-east  side  by  the  River  Ma- 
ligne,  and  thenceforwards  is  the  same  as  the  old 
rente. 

The  large  River  Lacroix  (the  outlet)  leaves 
the  lake  on  its  north-west  side,  and  finds  its  way 
oto  Lake  Naniaycan.  We  ascended  it  on  our 
fetum  home,  entering  from  a  Bmall,  quiet  bay 
n  I^ke  Namaycan,  full  of  reeds  and  water- 
ilies,  its  shores  lined  with  long  grasn  and  fine 
foanK  oaks :  but  when  once  in  the  river  all  is 
romantic — tliat  is,  beautiful  and  dangerous. 

This  stream  is  a  chain  of  vehement  rapids  and 
Mill  waters;  the  former  pent  up  in  high  walU  of 
black  basalt,  from  thirty  to  (»ixty  yard«  apart,  and 
crowned  with  pines;  the  latter,  wide,  full  of 
ursby  bleu,  rushes,  and  lilit?fl.  It  is  twelve  or 
iftcen  miles  long — more,  |>erha|>s — and  leaves 

TOL.  II.  S 
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Ut*  laefohc  by  a  series  of  pretty  cascades  uid 
npidB. 

"IWo  ailes  Dp  the  river  from  Narnsycan  the 
tmfUk  ««K  lN<fl7  pfaetteiMaL  W«  rtiiiiiiii 
vrioadsd.  Mi  «erMlliM  «f«r  Ike  %u^kI  dm 


ikt  CMtoM.    Bal  gaad  aai  aow  m  4be  ^w  iifi 
w«f,  the  stnun  ^nM  to*  gfMft;   it  W^Bt,  mA 


fcHung  ra^i  tnidkimD  %oar,  «ar  two  aea  ■ 
her  eseapnig  by  miimcle  aliDOBt. 

Jaet  ai  a  bend  of  Uie  river  took  our  dwtreweil 
people  out  of  sight,  looking  up  the  stream,  we 
saw  a  long  spear  erect  ia  the  -water,  and  ri£ag 
rapidly  towards  us.  This  I  eoald  not  at  all  no- 
derstand ;  birt  in  a  moment  or  two  there  darted 
down  the  carrent,  from  an  *pf>er  bend,  a  caaoe 
ia  fall  puFEutt,  one  Indian  at  the  bow,  standing 
aloft  oa  the  thwarts,  spear  in  hand ;  anoAer  was 
guiding.  I  n  striking  a  brge  fish,  it  had  wrenebed 
the  weapon  from  tite  hand  of  the  spearsmaa. 

This  river  »  unfit  for  commerciid  parpoaes,  • 
foct  we  had  to  rerify,  beeaoae  other  fbrmidaUe 
rapids,  as  well  as  caecades,  are  met  with  heude 
this.     The  blls  near  Lake  Lacroix  are  pleaaii^. 

We  slept  oo  the  lake-shore,  jost  above  tk 
portage,  wai  lutd  to  complain  of  the  ajngular  aj  j 
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irhip-poor-will  all  night,  in  a  tree  dose 
creaming  into  our  ears  hia  nnhappy,  ra- 
il notet,  without  a  moment's  cgiwatioiu 
i,  the  Caprimulgu$  voct^emt  of  nataralkta^ 
ten  teen  to  hr  north  at  this.  It  breeds 
iana,  and  is  nocturnal  in  its  habits.  Its 
isists  of  winged  insects, 
wood  close  by,  which  had  lately  been 
found  a  beautiful  tomahawk-hatchet  I 
in  return  for  many  little  TaloaUes  left 
n  our  twilight  morning  starts. 
we  must  return  to  our  outward  journey. 
»red  Lake  Namaycan  by  the  Loon's  Nar- 
angshe-pawnac),  by  Vermillion  Lake  (so 
from  a  paint  found  there),  and  finally  by 
ent  channel  choked  with  aquatic  plants. 
!  is  a  fur-collecting  post  on  Lake  Ver- 
where  the  scenery,  though  sometimes 
i  on  the  whole  softer  and  more  fertile 
'ominon  in  gneiss  districts.  Encamping  on 
sward,  we  were  glad  to  catch  a  few  fish 
ler. 

ike  Namsycan,  I  shall  only  say  that  it  is 
rruty  miles  long  in  a  north-west  dirsction, 
1y  broken  up  into  bays  and  inlets.  It 
es  in  its  general  as)>ect8  the  granite  lakes 
M  route.  We  were  cheered  by  noticing 
wams  at  an  open,  pleasant-looking  spot. 


i 


gi  ned  admittance  into  the  much  larger 
LApluie  (or  Rainy),  by  a  short  portage  near 
)uth  of  the  P.iver  Namaycaa.     This  stream 
■(,  and  rnns  through  a  wild  rice  country. 
'  had  here  the  pleasure  of  shaking  hands  witit 
riends  the  American  portion  of  the  Cominis- 
.    They  had  surveyed  along  the  new  route 
that  point  from  Fort  William, 
spent  fourteen  days  in  Rainy  Lake,  and  had 
weather  all  the  time,  two  days  excepted. 
As  neither  map  nor  description  of  Rainy  Lake 
has  been  as  yet  pubhshed,  a  few  pages  will  now  be 
devoted  to  its  topt^raphy.     {Vide  Map  of  Route, 
vol.  i.) 

We  went  carefully  ronnd  it,  and  found  the  sum 
of  onr  courses  to  be  294  miles,  iu  which  measure* 
ment  small  curvatures  are  not  taken  into  account 
We  also  counted  516  islands,  small  and  great, 
besides  mere  rocks,  and  others  which  we  did  not 
see. 

Its  length  along  the  south  shore  from  the  River 
Namaycan  to  the  River  Lapluie,  taken  direct  by 
compass  from  the  map  we  constructed  (one  inch 
to  one  geographical  mile),  is  thirty-eight  aod  t 
half  statute  miles.  The  traveller  would  of  conne 
find  it  longer. 

From  the  same  river  Namaycan  to  the  bottom 
of  either  of  the  two  gulfs,  horns,  or  arms,  tlie 
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distaoce,  timUarly  marked   off,  is  fifty  statute 
miles. 

Its  breadth  varies  from  three  to  thirty-one 
miles,  the  former  occurring  about  the  middle  of 
the  south  shore,  and  the  latter  being  taken  from 
Black  Bay  (south  shore)  to  Spawning  River  in 
the  north-east  arm. 

Captain  Lefroy,  R.A.,  of  the  Toronto  Observa- 
tory, makes  this  lake  to  be  1160  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  from  a  mean  of  many  observations 
by  barometer  and  boiling  water.  Of  its  depth  I 
know  nothing. 

1  he  south  shore  of  this  lake,  compared  with  the 
others,  is  straight.  It  has  one  large  promontory, 
and  three  principal  bays — Wapcs-kartoo,  Cran- 
berry, and  Black. 

Wapes-kartoo  is  the  first  on  the  cast ;  it  does 
not  rail  for  any  remark. 

C>ranberry  Bay  takes  its  name  from  the  deli* 
cions  fruit  which  it  affords.  Bather  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  its  east  angle  and  near  the  main 
lies  Maypole  Uland,  a  favourite  sleepint^-place  of 
tayoMfewTB.  It  may  be  distinguished  by  a  tall 
piue-tree  trimmed  into  a  May|>olc. 

Black  Bay  is  a  shallow,  swampy  water,  froui 
three  to  four  miles  in  diameter,  with  a  narrow 
eDtrmoce,  and  full  of  rice,  rushes,  and  water- 
lUiea. 


THE  EECNK. 


1!  Oranil  Detroit  on  the  ^outh  shore,  CKlled 
by  the  Indians  VVabaBij-gaiindaga,  is  formed  by  ■ 
I  lengthened  group  of  islands  and  the  msun.  It  is 
I  BJne  miles  long ;  its  east  end  being  near  and  eost 
'  c  ick  Bay.  It  is  part  of  the  canoe  route  to 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  One  of  these  i-'IandEi,  on 
I  h  we  encamped,  abounded  in  wild   onions, 

I  ahhough  small  and  hard,  were  excellent 

.■ti        i  long-hoiled  soup  of  our  voyageurs, 

>aG  to  Black  Bay,  on  a  pebble  beach,  we  saw 
K  lynx  standing  to  look  at  hs.  It  looked  like  a 
tall,  gaunt  shepherd  dog,  with  dirty  white  Air 
and  prick  ears,  with  pretty  tofts  at  their  ends. 
Our  interpreter  fired  at  it,  bnt  missed.  The 
prudent  beast  did  not  wut  for  a  second  shot. 
Near  Perch  River,  on  this  shore,  five  or  six  miles 
west  of  the  Rirer  Namaycan,  we  were  preparing 
our  night-camp,  when  a  black  and  white  animal, 
with  a  rich  for,  called  a  skunk  {Mephitis  AwKri- 
eana),  rosbed  by  not  fu  from  ns.  "  In  a  few 
minutes,"  one  of  the  men  said  to  n»,  "  yon  will 
know  more  about  that  handsome  fellow:"  and 
80  it  was.  A  most  abominable  stench  gradually 
infected  the  air,  and  lasted  aboat  an  honr. 

The  east  shore  of  the  lake  from  the  Biver 
Namaycan  is  tolerably  stnught  (for  this  lake)  ka 
eighteen  miles,  when  we  meet  with  a  bay  seTcn 
miles  across  at  its  mouth,  and  nine  miles  intf, 
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mohhrtmttnk  direction.     I   hate  calliMl  it 

I  Bay,  from  tha  name  of  a  large  rifer  at  its 

m.* 

e  Dorth-ea^t  bora  or  arm  commences  in  the 

e  of  the  north  shore  of  the  lake,  with  which 

■inianicates  by  a  paee  only  a  few  yarda 

I.  The  main   shores  are   not  a  thoosaod 
apart,  and  the  interval  is  gpreatly  lessened 

ands. 

is  a  labyrinth,  twenty-two  miles  long,  of 

Is,  bays,  and  coves — here  in  broad  sheets  of 

— there  thickly  studded  with  islands,  woody , 

ddom  high. 

e  main  shores  approach  very  closely  in  four 

e  places.     One  of  these,  at  the  toot  of  an 

ision   called   (.)tterl)erry   Lake,   and   about 

miles  from  the  entrance,  b  noted  fur  the 
fce  of  bears.  The  Indians  kill  many  here ; 
fter  a  time  the  bears  pass  by  some  of  the 

narrows,  having,  without  doubt,  by  some 
•  learnt  their  danger.    The  bears  subsist  on 

II,  bilberries,  bears*  grapes,  &c.  which  are 


ninf  in  •  ttnit  whrrr  the  flow  of  water  ireiBS  to  luTe 
bem  frcr,  betwmi  thr  rivrrt  Cormormiit  and  Wahichask, 
rrc«l  Ml  awl  liole  (kelUr)  in  tlw  Rick,  tktnm  feet  6aep, 
thfve  iDdMt  by  nxtacii  at  tba  top,  ImU  gradMUy  lurrowiof 
t  the  fUttcnrti  cimcave  liottom.  A  crack  in  the  uAe  ad- 
tlM  water  (iftke  lake  and  a  frw  frrtk-mtfrrthcns.  Then  it 
'  OB  tlw  Rber  Namafean,  wkkh  hm  wn  Mw  Mopiag  lipa. 


imtmoftiixmAhf  abandattt^  sad  in  fioert  flftvonr 
HfliM  thqf  liaTe  pawod  ft  winter  under  tnonr. 
Vmk  if  anotlmr  greet  resonroe.  One  of  ow  ncBi 
iHUSe  etrolUsg  up  e  diallow  bnxik, im ftfeneer 
journey,  came  upon  e  Immut  eittiag  upon  bii 
luwnchee  in  the  water.  Btery  now  and  dMi  ke 
hnded  a  fish  on  the  hank,  by  Mrikin^  the  water 
ihsrply  with  his  paw. 

I  have  nowhere  seen  or  read  oi  ikoras  se 
wrinkled  and  derioos,  ao  ftdl  of  nnexpedad 
Ufbreations,  doanres,  and  openings,  as  in  thb  and 
the  neighbouring  horn. 

The  (north-east)  horn  is  remarkable  for  the 
pure,  smooth,  porcelain  whiteness  of  its  granite 
hills,  which  are  often  very  high,  and  gleam 
through  their  scanty  clothing  of  pine  in  a  bean- 
tifal  and  singular  manner,  while  the  dark  forests 
of  cypress  at  their  feet  greatly  heighten  the 
general  effect. 

At  a  place  where  a  lofty  cascade  falls  into  the 
lake  with  a  loud  roar,  this  kind  of  scenery  is 
quite  melodramatic.  It  presents  a  somewhat  new 
combination  of  colours  in  landscape— white  rocks, 
black  foliage,  and  blue  lake. 

The  vegetation  in  the  bottoms  is  rich  in  oak, 
pine,  cypress,  poplar,  and  various  useful  fruits. 

In  the  evening  I  ascended  the  hills  near  this 
fall,  to  obtain  specimens  of  the  white  granite 


I 
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beibre*mentioned,  m  well  m  to  tup  upon  the 
large  juicy  trilbeniee^  which  lay  on  the  g^und  lo 
thick  at  to  be  cruthed  at  eyery  ttep. 

On  my  return,  I  found  a  tmall  party  of  Indians 
at  oar  camp,  with  whom  we  bartered  a  tapper  of 
fine  fith  for  tome  tobacco  and  bitcuit. 

From  their  leader,  *'  Le  Grand  Coquin**  by 
name,  we  procured  a  rude  but  very  uteful  map  of 
the  adjacent  parts  of  the  lake  ;  for  every  Indian 
hat  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  district  he  fre- 
qaentt,  together  with  great  facility  in  map-making. 
These  Indiant  were  too  familiar  and  lengthy  in 
their  vifit,  and  more  civil  than  was  agreeable. 

On  the  west  side  of  this  bom,  ten  miles  from 
its  north  end,  in  a  narrow  side-bay,  four  miles 
long,  I  found  well-characterised  prisms  of  beryl, 
and  in  two  spots  ;  but  I  had  no  time  for  a  careful 
search  for  more. 

A  tempest  of  wind  and  rain  overtook  us  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  detained  us  for  two  days 
in  a  pleasant  little  islet.  Our  camp  was  pitched 
in  a  dry  grove  of  large  cypress-trees,  where  the 
time  pasted  agreeably  and  profitably. 

Rainy  Lake  being  near  a  principal  pott  of  the 
North-wett  Company,  and  fiostessing  in  itself  a 
variety  of  resources,  we  met  with  more  Indians 
here  than  in  any  other  lake. 

At  the  eastern  angle  of  the  mouth  of  the  north- 


HV  "  TWO-HEARTS. 

MIt  htm,  three  or  four  days  afterwards,  we 
Mi  im  with  a  numerous  band  of  Indians,  met, 
WODCD,  and  children,  under  a  chief  with  tlie 
riaitlcr  tamo  of  "  Two-hearts."  They  were  occu- 
pffBg  •  qaiai  eova.  Am  it  maU  hmw9  fern 
oSisniiTe  to  pM*  tkon  I7  unAMrt  mtlSt^  vt 
I  the  p^  of  ftmemL  Ov 
,  wtli  mnvat&mti  to  tt*  annsfl  rf 
*•  hdkBBv  fttmjwBadtfapointof  trmteg'AMB 
niA  tkal  pMKtiKMV  diMOTMt  tbej  M»  WM^  lom 

After  hmmp  recwiTpd  •  little  present  of  tl»- 
bftcco,  and  while  sitting  in  Aieitdly  eonfereae^ 
Two-hesrte  said  that  bis  people  had  seen  as  fre- 
qnentlj  (we  had  not  seen  them),  as  well  as  other 
canoes  of  pale-faces,  holding  np  pieces  of  shiniii^ 
metal  to  the  ran. — "  Have  yon  snared  wn>i^ 
from  any  red  man  7  What  is  year  pnrpoM  ia 
rambling  over  our  waters,  and  patting  them  into 
your  boolcs  ?" 

Mr.  Thompson  re^rfied,  that  we  had  met  witk 
no  molestation  whatever ;  that  onr  pnrpoae  was 
to  find  how  far  north  the  shadow  of  the  Untterf 
States  extended,  and  how  ftx  sonth  the  shadow  of 
their  great  father,  King  George.  He  added,  that 
the  Indians  wonld  not  be  disturbed  in  any  way. 

Two-hearts  expressed  content. 

I  coold  not  help  wishing  that  the  itttrusife 
white  might  permit  this  ahnort  extingaished  race 
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lot  andistarbed,  orer  these  bleak  wilds,  for 
t  time  to  come ;  for  I  am  not  sure  that  any 
ge»  apart  from  Christianity,  would  add  to 
um  of  human  happiness, 
e  have  now  to  speak  of  the  north*west  horn, 
occupies  the  north  and  north-west  side  of  the 
It  is  21^  miles  deep,  and  is  distinguished 
le  same  extreme  irregularity  of  outline,  and 
lame  prolonged  and  devious  curvatures,  as 
north-east  horn ;  but  it  is  usually  broader 
main  shore  to  main  shore,  and  therefore  of 
ter  area.  It  runs  west  of,  and  behind,  Fort 
River  Laphiie. 

le  land  around  is  lower  tlian  that  of  the 
i-east  horn,  is  often  naked,  or  has  aspens 
willows  at  the  water's  edge — the  interior 
'  >ng  great  wastes  of  grey  granite,  over  which 
desolation  of  fire  has  passed.  It  is  full  of 
ds. 

this  portion  of  the  lake  Mr.  Astronomer 
iip«on  wa:}  taken  ill.  We  rested  under  a 
ite  hill,  while  the  proper  remedies  were  »uc- 
uUy  employed.  The  weather  had  been  close 
sultry  in  no  common  degree;  the  heavens 
e  seemed  brass,  and  the  blue  lake  beneath 
le  into  our  faces  like  a  sheet  of  hot  steel.* 


laviiiK  broken  my  ttmiiiuiilM,  I  do  aoC  kiiuw  the  tttnpen- 
Ti  tiw  water  duiiiic  thcic  days.    In  thAUowt  il  wm  very 
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At  th«  mouth  of  tbis  horn  ( loOO  yards  broad), 
■pM  thfl  part  of  the  lake  i:alied  Peche,  Dine  miles 
fVoB  Fort  Ijqdiiie,  we  net  a  merry  band  of 
Indun  woBMB,  elone,  gktlierii^  eerijr  berriai 
from  tbe  ro^i.  We  boi^ht  some  for  our  bhb, 
br  the  prerentioii  of  tearvj. 

,The  ioUnds  of  Lake  Laplnie  aia  eoanted  bjr 
Aoanntb — few  more  than  two  or  three  mOei 
lang:  the  mere  roogh-traaag  of  tfaeir  ihoici 
wmUbeagreataad  pn^tlem  labcmr.  .  Th^de 
not  eall  for  farther  remark. 

It  has  twelve  principal  rivers,  including  Raioj 
Sirer,  besides  others,  small,  and  without  oames. 

They  are,  on  the  east  shore,  the  Naroaycan, 
Wahscbosk,  Cormorant  (antlers  as  a  guide-post 
near  it),  and  Seine  River  (seventy  yards  wide  it 

w«m.     CoIodbI  Ddtfldd  fivonnd  me  with  tbe  following  tMcvl 
tcmpentnre,  Ukca  in  deep  water*,  two  fe«t  Ixlow  Uie  nrftce:— 


nvrMDHth. 

Pl». 

Temp. 

1S23.   Jniui26 

Lake  Snperior      .     . 

44° 

July  4 

Pigeon  RiTer  . 

69 

16 

OntudLake   . 

72 

17 

20 

BoUblwc    .    . 

24 

Cn>ok«]     .     . 

26 

Lacroix       .     . 

2a 

Vermimon  Lake 

26 

N>mtTCUi  .     . 
Laplnle  Rinr . 

£8 

31 

Ditto      ..     . 

Ai.«.2 

LakeLqilnie  . 
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the  mouth).  In  the  north-east  horn.  Turtle  and 
Spawning  Rirers.  In  the  north-west  horn, 
Manitou*s«ugec  (fine  falls),  Nah-katchiwon  (from 
near  White-fish  Lake).  On  the  west  shore,  Little 
Peche  and  I^pluie  Hirers;  and  on  the  south 
shore,  Wah-clinsk-wateep-pear,  Wapeskartookow, 
and  Perch  Rivers.  These  are  of  good  size,  and 
oaTigahle  bv  canoes. 

Mr.  Thom|>^n  found  the  magnetic  variation  to 
be  1 1^  east,  both  at  the  upper  parts  of  the  north- 
east horn  (August  5th,  182)),  and  on  the  south 
shore,  near  Itainy  River  (Au'^ust  II).  It  was  10^ 
ea«t  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Namaycan. 

Everv  one  of  the  series  of  lakes  wt*  have  been 
passing  throutrh  has  its  own  set  of  water-levels, 
from  one  to  five  horizo:ital  lines,  usually  green  or 
vellow,  and  formed  of  the  surface-scum  of  the 
waters,  whii-h,  bv  the  bve,  are  almost  alwavs  of 
the  most  excellent  quality.  The  larger  the  lake, 
the  srreater  the  range  of  water-lines. 

The  highest  line  or  level  in  Lake  Lapluie  was 
five  feet  almve  that  of  the  time  of  my  vi«it.  This 
was  well  seen  on  the  north  shore,  oppo«iti*  the 
firand  Detroit,  tfhd  in  the  Perh<'-  district. 

The  Rainy  I^ke  and  its  vicinity  i^  naturally  a 
good  fur  country  :  but  it*  proximity  to  tbi*  Uniti'd 
Slates  k('i*p<i  the  st^nrk  low,  as  itH  conimerre  run- 
not  l>e  continfd  to  the  Hudson's  Buy  OmipHiiy. 
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£XCUBSION  THB  SEVENTH. 


FAST  IT.  not  n. 


'  T8B  miTtt  itAKirts  Air0  thb  lAur  o#  i«b 

WOODS. 

Fort  and  BiTor  Li^iliue — Hiid«m'i  Bay  Company — Indian  Ma§- 
sacre  —  Lake  of  the  Woods — Murder  Rock  —  War-road  Rhcr 

—  Driftwood  Point —  Monument  Bay —  North-west  Comer  of 
the  Lake — The  Rat  Portage— The  Nectam —  Rttex  Winawpfg 

—  Red  Cliff  Bay — Whitefiah  Lake  —  Isle  of  the  Yellow  Giri— 
Portage  desBois— Turtle  Portage— The  Thunder  Bird— Rifcr 
Laphiie. 

A  THOUSAND  years  ago,  while  yet  our  England 
was  a  wolfish  den,  the  silver  Trent  of  the  midland 
coanties  must  have  greatly  resembled  the  Laplaie 
of  the  present  day.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  fur 
trader,  an  Italian  perhaps,  had  not  a  hut  on  its 
banks ;  but  certainly,  at  the  tim%we  are  speaking 
of,  both  these  streams  flowed  smoothly  and  fireelj 
in  a  succession  of  lovely  and  sequestered  reaches, 
and  through  terraced  meadows,  alternating  with 
rich  woods  and  reedy  marshes. 


THB  BITXft  LAFLUIE.  271 

Tke  Lftplaae  teans  made  for  a  pleaiare  ezeor- 
MOB ;  all  if  teroDity  and  beauty.  The  winds  can 
teldoo)  eome  near,  in  taninier  at  least;  and  at 
;o  ffoeks  beneath,  there  are  none,  sare  in  a  very 
Few  plaoea,  and  easily  avoided.  At  the  month  of 
lay  of  the  tribntary  streams^  daring  most  of  the 
>pen  season »  a  net  will  secure  a  supper — nay,  I 
un  told  that  sometimes  the  canoe  can  hardly  get 
ilong  from  the  number  of  fish.  In  the  autumn 
the  gun  will  bring  down  a  score  of  pigeons,  a  wild 
iock,  or  a  swan. 

We  entered  the  River  Lapluie  on  the  14th  day 
if  July  by  the  rapids  at  ils  bead  (120  yards  broad) 
in  two  sets,  the  upper  caused  by  a  low,  rocky  isle, 
the  lower  by  a  greenstone  ledge.  Having  pasMd 
these  without  difficulty,  we  arrived  in  a  basin 
IdUO  yards  wide,  but  soon  contracting  again. 

Two  miles  and  a  half  then  brought  us  to  the 
Cataracts.  These  are  two,  a  higher  and  a  lower. 
The  first  descends  ten  feet,  and  the  second 
twenty  feet,  with  a  boisterous  interval  of  fifty 
yards. 

A  few  buixlred  yards  below  this  last  cascade, 
within  the  hearing  of  its  roar,  is  the  Hudson's 
Bay  fort,  Lapluie.  It  is  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  a  cleared,  allutial  terrace,  fifty  feet 
above  the  water. 
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1  fmre  on  an  island  out  of  tight,  some  han- 
ardt  below.  Our  life-errant  in  the  open 
months  had  given  us  rarenous  appetites, 
king  ont,  the  morning  after  our  arrival, 
yir.  W.  M'GilliTray,  the  Lieut .-Qoyemor, 
9n  the  opposite  side  of  the  rirer  some  build* 
nd  a  tall,  shabby-looking  man,  angling  near 
Is.  I  asked  my  companion  what  all  that 
He  replied,  '*  The  two  or  three  houses  yon 
m  a  fur-trading  post  of  John  Jacob  Astor, 
fat  merchant  of  New  York.  The  man  is  one 
agents.  He  is  fishing  for  a  dinner.  If  he 
nothing  he  will  not  dine.  He  and  his  party 
itending  with  us  for  the  Indian  trade.  We 
rring  them  out,  and  have  nearly  succeeded.*' 
expedients  for  prerenting  a  rival  from  en- 
a  rich  fur  country  are  sometimes  decisive, 
animal  is  advisedly  eaterminated ,  and  the 
t  is  ruined  for  years. 

mit  me  here,  as  perhaps  the  most  proper 
to  state  the  conclusion  I  came  to  respecting 
atment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Hudson'^  Bay 
inv. 

0 

y  arc  based  ufion  the  personal  knowledge 
d,  indeed)  which  I  acquired  at  the  several 
IS  we  passed  throup:h,  and  still  more  upon 
ive  inquiries  made  of  persons  acc|uaiiited 
lie  distant  stations. 

.  II.  T 
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When  diitrett  from  fiimMie,  sicknesi,  ioandB- 
oos,  or  BBj  olher  poUie  calamity,  aritefi,  lh<> 
ompany  tiepa  forth  to  aseiat,  and  expeeta  no 
floni.  When  ita  hootera  are  worn  oat,  they  and 
leir  yooDg  fiimilies  are  prorided  for  as  a  reeom- 
rate  for  past  tenrioea.  It  ia  the  intereat  aa  well 
I  the  duty  of  thb  corporate  body  of  merchants 
>  to  treat  the  natives^  bat  this  caonot  be  done 
f  prnrate  traders  in  the  midst  of  competition, 
Bd  only  thinking  of  the  gain  of  the  clay. 

The  rcsolt  is,  that  the  Indians  of  Hudson's  Bay 
re  not  decreasing,  although  they  are,  and  rapidly, 
I  the  southern  latitudes,  under  much  more  fa- 
oorable  natural  circumstances.  To  be  stout,  or 
ran  fiu,  and  in  good  humour,  was  the  rule 
BBOiig  the  Indians  we  met  with.  The  rarening, 
icagre  figures,  who  loiter  about  the  sea-board 
iwns  of  America,  the  modem  representati%'e»  of 
le  **  masterless  man'*  of  the  middle  ages,  we 
irely  or  never  saw. 

These  are  great  facts.  My  feeling,  tlierefore,. 
t,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ought  to  pos- 
laa  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the 
iidians  dwelling  in  this  portion  of  North  America 
•w  under  consideratioa,  and  that  to  deprive 
hem  of  it  would  be,  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  a 
lap  Biost  impolitic,  and  followed  instantaneously 
y  disorder,  crime,  and  misery. 

I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  nature  oC 
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these  territories,  theirttstance  from  hmnan  infpee- 
tion  and  authority,  bj  the  ignorance  ineonie- 
qaence,  irritability  and  waywardneea  of  the  Ii^- 
dians,  ever  the  victim  and  sport  of  their  own 
wild  passions. 

I  hardly  need  here  ofaeerre  that  it  is  the  dutf 
of  the  Company,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  remofa 
this  state  of  pupillage,  and  not  to  allow  it  to  sub- 
sist as  an  excuse  for  keeping  these  aborigines  in 
bondage. 

To  throw  open  the  far  trade  would  inevitably 
do  away  with  every  present  advantage,  and  would 
render  impossible  all  attempts  at  religious  and 
social  improvement.  • 

This  vast  region,  hidden  from  all  eyes,  would  be 
filled  with  unprincipled  and  daring  adventurere, 
looking  only  to  the  gain  of  the  moment,  and  rival* 
ling  each  other  in  violence  and  libertinism. 

A  few  years  would  see  the  extermination  both 
of  the  fur-bearing  animals  and  of  the  natives 
themselves. 

The  murderous  contentions,  which  have  not 
been  put  down  many  years,*  would  be  renewed 

*  It  wt8  only  in  1848  Uuit  the  Gree  Indiana  raiding  near  Fort 
Pitt,  on  a  branch  of  the  Saikatcfaawine  in  the  Hndaon'a  Bay  tori* 
tones,  massacred  a  party  of  nineteen  Blackfeet  Indiaos,  who  bp- 
pened  to  approach  too  near  their  can^. — Ck.  Mim,  Seeori,  M 

1850. 
This  mnst  be  a  Tery  unnsual  event,  and,  it  ia  hoped,  hM  art 
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nnder  new  captains,  with  the  Indian  onslaaght, — 
^  fear  in  front  and  death  in  the  rear/* — as  of  old  ; 
leeoes  of  which  I  took  many  notes  from  the  lips 
of  tlie  traders :  hot  man  was  not  created  to  fur- 
nish incidents  for  the  novelist,  nor  a  gallery  of 
battles  for  Versailles. 

One  snch  story.  I  think,  may  not  be  ont  of 
pbeehere. 

In  pictaresqae  barbarity,  it  is  such  as  Wal- 
ter Scott  might  have  told  of  a  clan  of  Scottish 
Highlanders  in  the  fourteenth  century.  It  only 
happened  in  1810,  and  exemplified  the  misrule 
then  prevailing  in  the  Indian  countries. 

I  was  dining  one  day  as  usual  in  the  canoe,  on 
Lake  Superior,  when  an  old  vayageur  began  to  tell 
the  tale  to  his  next  neighbour ;  but  hearing  it  im- 
perfectly, I  asked  the  astronomer  about  it.  lie 
Mid  it  was  all  true,  and  happened  when  he  was  in 
the  vicinity. 

Twenty  Iroquoband  four  white  men  had  hunted 
•osoocessfully  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  the  Win- 
aepeg  River  and  Lake,  and  high  up  the  River 
Saskatchawine. 

They  then  heard  that  there  was  game  on  the 
Bow  River,  a  southern  feeder  of  the  Saskatcba- 


Mr.  Hogbes  and  other  traders,  living  at  a  fort 
fifty  miles  from  the  Bow  country,  entreated 
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old  eustom  in  the  plmint  for  friends  to  change 
gwie.  All  stRited  to  their  feet ;  and  the  eicchange 
wae  ioftantly  made,  when  the  Falls  stepping  back 
m  pace  or  two,  each  shot  his  nian.  All  fell  dead 
or  aMTtaUy  woonded,  except  two  whites  and  an 
Iroqaois. 

The  latter  ran  off.  but  was  followed  and  killed. 

A  chief  tried  hard  to  save  the  whites — to  make  a 
present  of  them  to  Bras  Croche  (the  nom  de  guerre 
of  Mr.  Alexander  McDonald,  a  fiiToarite  trader), 
at  a  fort  some  miles  distant. 

He  obtained  a  reluctant  and  imperfect  consent 
to  their  lires  being  spared,  and  the  party  set  off 
for  the  fort. 

Bat  the  chief  made  the  whites  walk  imme- 
diately before  him,  and  close  behind  some  of  his 
young  men. 

One  of  the  whiles,  an  elderly  man,  as  tlicy 
were  trodging  on,  wished  to  go  aside  for  some 
Senporary  parpose.  **  No,'*  said  bis  protector ; 
**  if  you  do,  you  die."  The  man,  howerer,  |>er- 
hops  from  not  knowing  exactly  what  was  said  to 
Ua,  stepped  out  of  tbe  line  of  marcli,  and  wan  in 
a  moment  shot  dead. 

The  chief  then  wrapped  his  blanket  closer  about 
Irim  and  called  out,  **  Young  men,  it  is  not  worth 
while  going  to  the  fort  with  one  white  ;  the  shriek 
of  the  BUtckfeet  may  perhaps  be  even  now  heard 
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Tbe  great  bolk  of  the  trade  lay  in  necessaries, 
blankets,  gnnpowder,  lead,  knives,  guns,  cooking- 
pols,  poroatom,*  &c. 

Lord  Lincoln,  in  the  parliamentary  session  of 
1&49,  made  a  speech  (most  probably  a  mere  party 
speech),  in  which  he  complained  that  7000  gallons 
of  mm  were  consumed  here  in  1847.  But  what 
b  this  in  so  rigorous  a  climate,  and  in  so  vast  a 
region  7  A  single  London  gin-shop  distributes  as 
much  in  the  same  time  (18  gallons  a-day).  There 
sre  200  fur-stations  and  their  outposts  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  not  only  natives,  but  the  (Company's 
servants. 

I  am  aware,  as  Col.  Croftou  (lately  resident  at 
the  Red  River  Settlement)  has  said,  that  the  sale 
of  spirits  was  at  one  time  totally  prohibited  by  a 
general  order.  Tbe  circumstances  which  have  led 
to  its  partial  resumption  I  do  not  know. 

So  earnest  in  the  cause  of  temperance  have  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Cx>mpany  been,  that  they  stipulated, 
in  a  recent  treaty  with  the  Russian  Association  of 
For  Traders,  for  the  total  disuse  in  trade  of  ardent 
spirits  in  their  territories. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  influence  of  this  Com* 

*  PWMtwn  b,  or  was  lately*  •  fbTowHa  leitktne  UBOBf  Um 
iB^km,  taken  in  teniple  dotes,  and  tovareifn  in  many  csica.  Wlij 
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ui  mretie  dinMla  from  100  to  dOO  miles  apart, 
lad  whote  aabwiteoee  reqairea  oontinoal  ebaage 
of  abode. 

A  nomade  popolatMNi  like  that  of  tbe  Plaiiis 
■ad  Rocky  Moontains  reqaire  at  present  leea 
a  principal  shepherd  thao  a  number  of  under- 
to  watch  over  the  Indians  with  that  in- 
It  and  nioate  personal  care  which  thej 
mptcMj  need  a  care  which  must  descend  to  the 
■nallcst  details  of  general  life. 

It  seems  to  me  that  tbe  will  of  the  testator  who 
proTided  the  fonds  for  this  new  bishopric  (a  great 
boon)  wovid  hare  been  more  truly  and  beneficially 
carried  out,  if  one  of  tbe  clergymen  now  at  tbe 
Red  Riter — soch  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cockran,  an 
espericnccd  and  able  labourer  in  this  mission — 
had  been  made  an  archdeacon,  with  an  increased 
salary  for  trarelling  expenses ;  and  the  rest  of  the 
noUe  legacy  bad  been  expended,  for  twenty  years 
to  oome,  on  one  or  two  additional  missionaries,  and 
on  schoolmasters  and  calechists.  At  present  a 
solitary  bishop  absorbs  the  whole,  living  in  a  small 
group  of  Tillages  with  a  population  of  perhaps 
3000  —  Wcsleyans  and  Roman  Catiiolics  in  great 
■nmhers,  as  well  as  Episcopalians,  and  1000  and 
9000  miles  apart  from  important  portions  of  hw 


The  inhabitants   of   Rupert's   Land    certainly 
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Blent,  clo6e  to  the  soath  frontier,  where,  never- 
thelew,  the  short,  hot  fnininer,  sometimes  abun- 
dmotlj  rewards  tl|^  caltiTator  ofthe  rich  soilaroand. 

Lei  the  fertile  lands  of  New  Branswiek  and 
Upper  Canada,  &e.,  first  be  occopied  and  subdued. 

To  proeeed  with  our  voyage  down  the  Rirer 
Laploie. 

Its  descent  took  up  two  delightfully  placid  days, 
altlioagh  aided  by  its  always  sensible  and  often 
strong  current. 

It  is  estimated  to  be  eighty-five  miles  long,  and 
mns  westerly,  with  considerable  bends,  however, 
north  and  south,  through  a  level  country.  No- 
thing like  a  hill  is  ever  seen,  but  one,  where 
there  is  a  small  hummock  of  sienite. 

Vegetation  is  everywhere  abundant;  the  trees 
—elm,  basswood,  oak,  pine,  birch,  and  poplar  — 
are  often  large  and  healthy.  Usually  they  are 
mised ;  hut  we  often  sail  by  a  single  species  of 
tree  for  a  mile  together,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil. 

I  am  informed  that  these  fine  woods  do  not  ex- 
tend far  back  from  the  river,  the  land  generally 
sinking  into  swamps. 

The  meadows  (sometimes  deserted  clearances)* 
are  loaded  profusely  with  strong  tall  grasses  and 

*  Km  to  Mttlifif  oD  tkif  rirer,  manj  thiiift  tre  dctirabk  liMJiiM 
ivtility.  Th«  dnwbsclu  hire  are  ovtrpaveriaf .    Tkcy  «v«  •  lo«f 
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the  oortlMhore  it  lined  with  a  breccia  of  primitiTe 
pebbica  in  a  ealcareoos  cement.  The  beaches  and 
banks  are  ererjwbere  strewn  with  masses  of  lime- 
stone, soma  of  them  more  than  a  ton  in  weight ; 
smd  this  especially  near  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Tlwy  most  be  in  siim,  or  verj  near,  and  hare  been 
aplit  ap  hj  tlie  thaws  and  frosts  of  spring. 

The  water  of  the  River  Lapliiie  u  excellent, 
and  Terj  clear,  except  near  the  mouths  of  tribo- 
tary  streams,  where  it  is  discoloured  by  the  clays 
or  ferruginous  matters  over  which  the  latter  have 
flowed. 

The  rirer  ranges  in  breadth  from  200  to  400 
yards,  ontil  we  come  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  its 
asoaih,  when  the  width  gradually  increases,  ontil 
we  come  down  to  the  marshes  already  spoken  of. 
Contractions,  however,  take  place  at  the  only 
two  rapids  which  occur  below  the  fort. 

The  first  is  the  Manitoo  Rapid,  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  milen  below  tlie  Hudson's  Day  post,  at  a 
roeky  narrow.  They  are  not  long,  but  violent,  and 
inclade  one  short  slant  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
fbor  inches  perpendicular,  succeeiled  by  billows, 
eddies,  and  back-water.  Our  tow-rope  broke  on 
o«r  return  at  the  sharpest  spot,  and  the  canoe  with 
her  men  were  all  but  lost  (iiauft — jtallar). 

The  Ix>ng  ^^ault  Rapid  is  seven  or  eight  miles 
lower  down,  and  is  two  miles  and  a  half  long— 
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permaoent  good ;  bat  I  suppose  tbej  desired 
x>ceed  cautioQilv. 

le  next  19  the  V^alleT  River,  coming  10  from 
lortb  (  ?  ),  hemmed  in  by  Terr  high  bftnkt,  bat 
;b,  MA  we  proceed  op  it,  fabtide  into  mmrtbcs 
1  with  diminutive  spruce.  The  moM|aitoef 
r  onosually  distressing  at  this  place, 
iree  miles  lower  down  we  come  to  the  Great 
i.  It  enters  from  the  soutb,  and  comes  from 
Lake  Cassiiia,  once  supposed  to  be  the  source 
le  MisMssippi,  and  six  or  eight  davs*  journ^j 
I  hence.    Tbi^  stream  is  one  hundred  Tarf!« 

m 

\  at  its  mouth,  with  hi^h  woodr  banks  on  one 
and  swamps  on  the  other.  Three  mile^  fur- 
down  we  meet,  011  the  K>uth  bank,  with  the 
rk  River,  both  lar^e  and  lon^. 
ear  the  head  of  the  Long  Sault  Meadow«,  <ieven 
s  below  the  rapid  of  that  name,  the  Oak  River 
rs  amid   a   grove  of  oaks  growing  on  high 

ext  we  have  Rapid  River,  on  the  •#>iitli  bank, 
in^  in  from  a  circuhir  basin  nli^f*!  \iitli  ^^rats. 
riviT  li'aM^  into  the  l>a«in  Ii\  :i  r.i^ca'ii*,  brvond 

I  mm 

:h  we  see  high  walU  iMiiuMl.ng  a  fiirri'  rapiil. 
few  miles  down wnnJh  brin::  iih  to  >t«i'|i  IhuiL 
Fr;  and  then,  at  an  interviil  uf  two  niik>,  \>i* 
e  to  the  River  iifiiidft,  liillxl  hv  the  Ittdiiiiia. 
le  River  of  the  Hitter  Side  of  1  lie  Rilm."  lli« 
OL.  It.  t- 
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tke  Barrowt,  being  fiftjr-one  miles;  and  it  is  thirtj- 
two  miles  aoxMS  from  Rainy  River  to  its  northern 
•bore, — a  great  promontory  soon  to  be  mentioned. 
It  is  extremely  irregular  in  shape.  Four-fifths 
of  its  surfiice  is  wholly,  or  nearly,  free  from 
islands;  but  it  has  very  many  on  the  east  and 
MNth.  Other  particulars  will  come  out  in  the 
coune  of  our  voyage. 

It  is  divided  on  the  north  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  as  named  by  the  Indians,  by  a  very  large, 
oblong  promontory,  but  which  is  so  hemmed  in 
by  Whitefish  l^ke  that  it  is  nearly  an  island. 
This   promontory  is  thirty  miles  long   from  itb 
base  near  Whitefish   Lake,  and  advances  west- 
ward to  within  six  miles  of  the  western  shore  of 
tbe  lake,  there  meeting  two  large  islands,  which 
oecopy  most  of  the  interval.     It  is  twenty  miles 
broad  near  Whitefish  Lake,  and  fourteen  near  its 
west  end,  a  few  miles  east  of  Portage  des  l)ois, 
a  Garr}'ing-place,  created  by  a  singular  meeting  of 
two  deep,  narrow  cul-de-sacs,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  promontory ;    which  makes  the  commercial 
route  from  the  Rainv  Uiver  to  the  north  end  of 
ibc  Lake  only  miventy-five  or  eighty  miles. 

The  uortheni  and  upper  division  of  tbe  Lake  of 
tbe  Woods,  called  Kaminilik,  is  an  irregular  <»h- 
loog  twenty-four  miles  in  length  northerly.  Its 
greatest  breadth  of  twenty-eight  miles  occurs  at  the 
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quite  sufficient  for  practical  purposes.  To  bare 
attempted  more  would  have  incurred  useless  delay 
and  expense. 

As  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  of  importance  in 
m  national  point  of  view,  as  the  point  of  departure 
westward  of  a  great  boundary  line,  and  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  route  from  the  Canadas  to  the  Red 
River  settlement,  the  Buffalo  Plains,  and  the 
legions  beyond,  and  as  it  has  never  been  circum-  ' 
navigated  either  before  or  since,  it  may  be  well  to 
bestow  a  few  pages  on  its  topography. 

Having  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards  out  of 
die  River  Lapluie,  if  we  look  into  the  Lake  of  the 
Sand  Hills  we  have  on  the  west  open  waters, 
with  a  few  black  spots  marking  so  many  emerged 
rocks;  no  shore  is  visible  in  that  direction; — it 
has  sunk  under  the  horizon.  In  front  (north) 
Acre  is  a  compact  belt  of  woody  islands  from  fifty 
U^  a  hundred  feet  high,  and  five  or  six  miles  off. 
On  the  north-east  and  east  the  islands  are  con- 
liDiied,  and  there  is  seen  a  low  mainland  of  sand 
and  hummocks  of  rock. 

We  did  not  pursue  the  usual  commercial  route, 
which  runs  directly  north  from  tlie  Itiver  Lapluie. 
Wc  were  ordered  to  go  round  the  lake,  to  dis- 
eovcr,  if  possible,  its  most  north-western  comer, 
and  therefore  turned  off  to  the  west,  and  kept  as 
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illowt  begin  to  be  crowded  with  erratic  blocks 
g;remt  size ;  one  of  which,  perched  upon  a  g^ra* 
m  moand  (tCTenteen  miles  from  Laplnie),  mutt 
re  weighed  fifty  tons.  They  line  the  coast  in 
:<MiTenient  nnnibers ;  for,  as  far  as  Driftwood 
inty  there  is  some  difficolty  in  getting  near  dry 

Ml. 

MThile  thus  coasting  along,  abont  ten  miles  west 
the  River  I^ploie,  an  island  was  pointed  out 

me  in  the  offing,  which  oaght  to  be  called 
arder  Itock.  It  is  a  mere  monnd,  bare  and 
r,  about  eighty  yards  long. 
Sixty  years  ago  some  Indians  there  m ordered 
^man  Catholic  missionary  and  his  five  or  six 
fttmen.  The  only  favour  shown  to  the  poor 
«st  was  that  of  being  killed  last. 
While  they  were  massacreing  his  people  in 
Kie  deliberately  revolting  way  he  kept  running 

and  down  the  little  patch  of  rock,  muttering 
^plications,   less   to  the  savages   than   to  his 

The  lone,  wild  rock,  the  foul  waters,  the 
fetched  morasses  around,  seemed  to  fit  the 
^.  The  Indians  themselves  told  the  story, 
>U  were  probably  punishing  the  innocent  for 
me  bygone  wrong  committed  by  others. 
In  due  time  we  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  a  wide, 
Kfeoted  curvature  in  the  south-west  shore,  and 
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it  it  gave   pusGage   to   the  Muske; 


tt'ar-road  Hlver,  —  names  sufficiently  indlcBtlre 
or  its  cliaracter  and  uses,  "  muskeg"  being  the 
Indian  word  for  "  morass." 

We  then  proceeded  to  encamp  near  Bu&lo 
Head  (see  map),  the  nonh-svest  angle  of  this 
great  bay;  and  so  culled  from  a  tradition  that 
a  buffalo,  or  rather  a  bison,  was  once  killed  tbere, 
uliicli  liad  slmyed  from  its  companions  in  the  great 
ins,  seventy  or  eighty  miles  distant. 

file  War-road  River  ia  fifty  yards  broad  at  its 
mouth,  aiiJ  iliaine  lliu  maraheg  wbich  occupy  tlie 
interval  between  this  and  the  Red  Kiver  of  the 
great  plains.  It  rises  in  or  near  Reed  Lake  (a 
large  and  shallow  lake  communicating  with  Red 
River) ;  but  although  tbia  ia  the  direct  route  to 
tbe  settlement  on  the  last-named  river,  it  is  only 
need  by  the  Indians  on  account  of  a  long  and 
troublesome  portage. 

The  water  of  the  lake  had  always  been  green- 
ish from  within  seven  miles  of  the  River  I^plnie; 
but  in  Muskeg  Bay  and  its  neighbourhood,  for 
miles  from  land,  it  was  filled  with  dead  shad 
flies  and  rotting  marsh-planta.  The  paddles 
moved  heavily  through  it,  and  it  could  not  be 
drnnk  until  strained,  and  then  it  was  turbid  and 
dist^reeable. 

We  slept  near  Buf&Io  Head,  where  the  land  ia 
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rmtber  higher  and  drier  than  elsewhere,  and  bears 
tome  young  hardwood  trees. 

Within  a  few  yards  of  our  encamping-ground 
wa^  a  wintering-house  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, in  which  I  had  great  hopes  of  residing 
during  the  coining  winter;  but  as  the  work  was 
finisht'fl  sooner  than  was  expected,  I  was  disap- 
pointed. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  red,  fawn-colour- 
ed, and  white  limestone,  alK>undiiig  in  fine  Silurian 
lb$^iU,  are  in  such  large  sharp-edged  blocks  that 
it  niu»t  be  in  situ  close  by,  uiid  most  probably 
underlies  all  this  western  portion  of  Sand-hill 
Lake. 

In  the  Lake  Kaniinitik  we  saw  no  calcareous 
debris ;  every  fragment  of  rock  was  primitive. 

The  next  day  we  proceeded  northerly  along 
the  skirts  of  three  or  four  bayH,  passing  Reed 
KiTer  in  the  first  of  them,  to  Driftwood  Point,  or 
Cape  Embarras,  on  this  west  shore ;  the  style  of 
country  remaining  much  the  same  as  in  Muskeg 
Bay. 

Driftwood  Point  is  thirty  miles  direct  from  the 
RiTer  Lapluie,  and  is  a  broad  tongue  of  marsh 
and  shingle,  so  heaped  up  with  snow-white  drift- 
wood as  to  have  received  its  name  from  the  fact. 

Our  Indian  guide  and  myself  landed,  and  ran 
along  this  beach  for  two  or  three  miles.     He  was 
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before  me,  and  disturbed  a  wolf  smelting 
at  a  dead  fish ;  and  soon  after  we  came  opon  a 
lynx  standing  stil),  nil  a-drip  with  water.  My 
companion  tired  at  him  and  missed.  We  heard 
a  plunge  into  a  cove  and  saw  it  no  more. 

Nearly  opposite  Driftwood  Point,  and  fi« 
miles  in  the  oiling,  is  a  considerable  iinland,  which 
wee  Cornfield  Island,  fc  r  we  observed  there  a 
[>lot  of  potatoes  and  H^ang,  about  a  quarter 
n  acre,  planted  by  Ind  is.  Upon  t 
(.neec  people  arc  discoura  ad  from  agriculti 
efforts,  ae,  while  they  are  necesBarily  awmy  at 
some  hanting  or  fishing-gronnd,  the  produce  is 
liable  to  be  taken  by  strangers  on  travel. 

Seven  or  eight  miles  north  of  this,  among 
Bavannafas,  grassy  shores,  and  gronps  of  small 
larch,  we  enter  a  strait  between  the  main  and  ao 
archipelago  of  iaiands,  leaving  henceforth  the 
shallow  expanses  of  a  limestone  district  for  the 
wrinkled  shores  and  crowds  <rf  islands  always 
met  with  in  «  primitive  district. 

We  are,  in  fact,  at  the  south  angle  of  what  may 
be  called  Monument  Bay  (three  miles  across  and 
opposite  Sbebashca),  on  whose  north-west  side  is 
the  most  north-western  comer  of  the  Lake  <rf  the 
Woods,  sought  for  as  the  termimtioa  of  the 
water-line  nnder  the  seventh  article  of  the  Trea^ 
if  Ghent,  and  so  determined  in  1842  bj  hoii 
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Afhbortoo  and  Mr.  Webtter,  aided  by  Dr.  Tiarks 
and  other  attroDomers.  * 

I  am  informed  at  the  Foreign  Office  that  a 
tttiafiictorj  coodusion  was  arrived  at  by  pasting 
an  iBiagtnary  north-east  line  (on  paper)  weslr 
wmidm  over  the  free  of  the  lake,  touching  and 
Icmnng,  soecesaiTelyy  the  cnnraturcs  and  inden- 
tares  of  the  west  main-shore,  the  last  toaehed  and 
■ost  westeriy  being  then  assumed  to  be  the  most 
MWth-westem,  and  the  point  desired. 

This  takes  place  at  the  bottom  of  a  narrow, 
■mrsfay  cal-de-sac,  eig^t  miles  and  a  half  deep, 
at  the  northern  part  of  the  bay  across  whose  mouth 
we  are  now  passing.  It  is  in  north  latitude 
49^  2Sf  56%  and  west  longitude  96"  14'  38".  It  is 
3"  sooth  of  the  parallel  of  the  Portage  des  Ilois, 
and  32^  on  its  west. 

A  sloae  monument  has  been  erected  to  mark 
the  place,  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  the  end  of 
the  inlet ;  perhaps  on  account  of  the  wetness  of 
the  ground  at  the  exact  spot. 

From  this  point,  according  to  treaty,  a  line 
is  carried    due  south    to   the   49th   parallel   of 


Ukit  point  the  orifinil  commiflsioaerB,  Mr.  Bwrliy  uti 
Pmtm,  oovid  aoi  agree.  The  oMtter,  aoC  bcwf  ot  «um- 
■ad  prmiBg  Importaaee,  wm  luirered  to  remain  in  i«i|HmH. 
It  VM  tbonghl  adriMbte  by  tlie  Britiih  GoTcrnmcnt.  abo«t  1S4I, 
Am  Dr.  IWks  tlwobl  nak*  a  peraonal  Imfwetiom  oT  Hk  Lak*  al 
tlw  Wooda,  whUk  be  aaeonlittgiy  dM. 
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rnortli  latitude,  wbich  parallel,  from  thence  to  the 
I  Hocky    Mountains   westwards,   is   the   bound&rj 
lietween  the  two  nations  concerned. 

The  boundary-line  from  the  great  lakes,  and 
eastward,  meanwhile,  has  been  advanced  direcliy 
hitberwards  from  Rainy  Rirer,  and  passes  at  the 
mouth  of  and  within  Monument  Bay  certain 
ialands,  which  are  numbered  on  the  ofiicial  list. 
Ureat  advantages  arise  from  the  adoption  of 
I' ibis  parallel  of  latitude,  as,  with  more  or  less 
exactness,  it  runs  along  the  dividing-ridge,  the 
vater-shed  of  the  two  great  hydn^iraphic  eystems 
of  the  Mississippi  and  of  Hudson's  Bay.  It,  there- 
fore, takes  away  from  Great  Britain  any  pretence 
for  entering  the  waters  of  the  Mexican  Gulf 
from  its  tributaries,  while  it  excludes  the  United 
States  from  Rupert's  Land  and  its  streams.  The 
height  of  land  thus  felicitously  selected  is  a  natural 
geographical  boundary. 

Doubtless  in  1783  a  better  bargain  might  have 
been  made,  which  would  hare  placed  under 
British  sway  the  feeders  of  the  Missonri  and  the 
rich  prairies  of  Iowa.  But  have  we  not  as  much 
as  we  can  manage  t 

Any  deviation  from  this  line  might  have  been 
productive  of  serious  misunderstandings.  If  re- 
-noved  a  few  miles  to  the  north,  it  woald  hare 
nren  to  the  United  States  the  Red  Rirer  Settle- 
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ment,  while  a  parallel  a  little  more  tootherly 
woold  hare  placed  a  British  fort  on  the  MiMOorl. 

Betides  the  adrantages  jost  hinted  at,  thb 
boundary  gi^es  to  the  United  States  access  to  the 
more  raliiable  ftirs  of  the  north. 

New  and  arbitrary  arrangements  were  made 
to  obtain  this  boundary  for  Central  North  Ame- 
rica, which  bear  evident  marks  of  the  far-sighted- 
ness of  Dr.  Franklin*  one  of  the  four  American 
diplomatists  employed  in  concluding  the  treaty 
of  1783. 

We  see  that  the  treaty  of  1783  ordered,  first, 
that  the  water-boundary  should  end  at  the  north- 
west comer  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  Secondly, 
that  from  that  point  a  line  should  drop  south  on 
the  49th  parallel ;  and,  thirdly,  that  this  inter- 
secting point  should  be  the  starting-place  of  the 
boundary  westwards  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Now,  in  the  sixth  article,  the  line  always  pur- 
sued the  shortest  course  from  the  outlet  to  the 
bead  of  each  lake,  leaving,  in  Lake  Huron,  the 
lioo's  share  to  Grreat  Britain  ;  but,  in  the  seventh 
article,  this  principle  is  departed  from  as  to  Lake 
Soperior,  in  order  that  the  boundary  should  leave 
at  the  Pigeon  River,  and  so  to  move  along  the 
oM  route  to  the  north-west  comer  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods.  This  assigns  to  the  United  States 
Isle  Royale,  a  fine  island,  now  the  seat  of  pro- 
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sperous  copjier  miaing,  and  all  the  west  eod  of 
Lake  Superiur,  with  a  full  quarter  of  its  north 
shore. 

To  return  to  our  coasting  voyage.  Fram 
MDnutiient  Bay,  on  i.  te  to  tbe  Rat  Portage, 

we  skirted  every  bay.  i  entered  sufiicientlj 
irithin  tbem  to  keep  tl        ,ie  maia  in  view. 

I  Iiave  no  doubt  but  .t  we  passed  unnouceil 
geverul  small   rivers,  ise,  in   a  low,  woody 

country,  it  is  not  U>  Bee  an  entering  stream, 

unless  we  catch  si  jf  it  when  fully  opposite,  or 
are  very  near, 

Wc  encamped,  on  tbe  18th  of  July,  on  an  islet 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  La  Platte,  from 
fourteen  to  sixteen  miles  south-west  of  the  Rat 
Portage.  It  comes  from  a  very  large  and  sfaallo» 
lake  of  the  same  name. 

I  refer  the  reader  lo  the  map  for  details  re- 
specling  this  part  of  tbe  lake.  It  is  full  of  low 
islands,  usually  set  thickly  together,  hot  sometimes 
allowing  of  extensive  views  around.  The  main 
is  low,  rushy,  and  grassy,  densely  planted  with 
oak,  spruce,  poplar,  and  larch. 

Towards  the  Rat  Portage  tbe  country  rises, 
and  the  scene  becomes  precisely  that  of  tbe 
Thousand  Isles  on  the  St.  Lawrence  below  King- 
ston, so  exquisitely  beautiful  when  seen  on  > 
calm  evening  when  the  shadows  are  loag.    Wc 
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the  lame  low  cliffs  and  morsels  of  rock,  tbc 
pines  and  birch  in  artistic  groupings,  the 
deep  and  transparent  waters. 
la  one  place,  while  our  canoe  was  moTing 
the  water  rapidly,  it  received  a  sudden 
Startling  shock.     We   had   struck   u]M>n  a 
sturgeon,  which  we  traced  in  the  trou- 
ftlid  waters  making  off  with  all  speed. 

The  Rat  Portage,  in  north  latitude  49''  4?  22' 
■ad  west  longitude  04°  SO*,  which  leads  fruni  the 
Lnke  of  the  Woods  into  the  River  Winnipeg,  its 
Mrtlet,  we  reach  by  a  iiorruw  cul-dL-suc,  G0<> 
juda  long,  ending  in  a  grassy  swaniji,  the  portagt> 
Ijng  between  two  eminences,  naked  but  for 
bant  pines,  a  few  cyprei>s  trei*s«  and  {Mjplars. 
This  cul«de-sac  is  120  yards  broad  at  the 
),  and  is  made  offensive  and  foul  by  dead 
I,  the  croaking  of  frogs,  smd  the  plague  of 
[ttiloes. 

The  hill  east  of  the  cul-de-sac,  2(K)  feet  high, 
fhres  an  excellent  idea  of  the  onviruii«.  It  em- 
the  Lake  of  the  WimmIs  and  the  waters  of 
Winnepeg.  We  see  from  hence*  that  the 
Portage  is  a  neck  of  land  fifty  paces  acro^,  U*- 
twcen  the  dirty  cove  in  the  lake  ami  a  magni- 
ficent sheet  of  water  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Winne|>eg  witii  a  luiye  rivrr,  whose*  nauir  I 
could  not  learn,  coming  from  the  west ;  and  the 
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united  stream  flowing  dt 
valley.  Wild  islands  o 
side  of  this  basin,  whof 
naked,  and  backed  by  tt 
either  bare  or  covered  ■ 
dure. 

We  were  honoured  al 
from  the  Nectam*  of  all 
acknowledged  chief  of  ' 
tribe. 

We  were  at  dinner  wl 
beingnear,  Itwasthougl 
respect,  although  he  was 
of  a  fading  race,  and  in  a 
that  in  which  the  Fire  T 
habttalion  in  the  island 
thousand  men,  and  bur. 
public  festival. 

The  Nectam  was  almo 
in  appearing,  I  could  no 
was  the  matter.  After 
in  a  thick  coppice,  in  thi 
his  wife — a  hearty,  inidi 
needful  braveries,  out  of 
wardrobe.  Being  ashan 
dencies,  I  retired  hastily 
unobserved. 

*  An  IndioD  worJ,  signifj-i 
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In  a  few  mioutes  the  chief  slowly  and  meekly 
approached  us.  He  had  on  a  good  English  hat, 
with  broad  silver  edging  round  the  brim,  gold 
•tringt  around  the  crown,  and  black  ostrich  fea- 
thers. His  coat  was  of  coarse  blue  cloth,  with 
here  and  there  a  bit  of  tinsel ;  and  his  leggings 
and  mocassins  were  of  fine  leather,  richly  worked 
io  porcupine  quills. 

We  arose  at  his  coming,  did  obeisance,  and 
received  in  our  turns  his  profiered  hand. 

Onr  astronomer  pointed  out  a  box  for  his  seat 
and  presented  him,  after  the  exchange  of  some 
farther  courtesies,  with  a  plute  of  ^alt  beef  and 
biscait, — great  dainties  to  him,  and  the  only  ones 
we  possessed.  Wc  gave  another  plateful  to  his 
fisithful  spouse,  who  then  retired  to  a  stone  and  a 
bosh  hard  by. 

The  Nectani  had  seen  fortv  vears,  was  well 
made,  and  middle-sized,  liis  face  wan  ruddy  and 
companitivfly  fair,  regular  and  ])leasing,  but  far 
loo  mild  and  unresisting  for  one  of  his  race. 
His  whole  person  wus  utterly  destitute  of  the 
prompt  watchfulneris  of  the  Indian — ull  touch,  all 
eye,  all  ear, — whose  ever)-  faculty  is  ready  to 
spring  into  instant  and  violent  action. 

He  a-ketl  none  of  the  jrnloiis,  uneasy  qu(*»tions, 
of  the  wirv  sava«re  of  Kuinv  L:ike.  lit*  incn*lv  ate 
bb  dinner,  drank  his  gla»s  of  rum,  received  some 
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Utile  pr<?sents,  and  after  i 
ful  pipe,  took  bis  leav 
"  'I'dpoue  nih-kispoua"  (' 

Other  liidiaas  visited 
riosity,  and  partly  in  lio 
pany  of  six  remaiaed  abi 
Indiaus  of  the  oldeu  days 
fill  bronzed  stiitues,  with 
physiognomies.  Theywt 
only  the  brecch-clotli  s 
blanket  loosely  acro^is 
string,  it  must  be  adde 
their  necks. 

We  had  no  fear  of  t 
arms.  The  Engliebman 
neck.  If  an  Indian  had 
lence,  the  Hudson's  Be 
most  probably  would,  h 
ence  of  all  the  tribe  utiti 
brought  in  for  judgment. 

The  summer  before  t 
factor  of  the  Hudson's 
camped  for  the  night  i 
Lake  Namaycan,  and  ne: 
of  gunpowder.  His  Indif 
alt  knowledge  of  the  ih 
parley,  the  white  man  sei 
and  hurried  off. 
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Very  tbortly  a  canoe  was  perceired  following 
in  dooUe  qoiek  time ;  and  with  many  explana- 
tions and  apologies  the  missing  keg  was  ex- 
duinged  for  the  living  hostages.  The  powder 
was  much  wanted,  or  perhaps  instant  redress 
woaU  not  hare  been  sought. 

I  spent  three  pleasant  days  in  sketching  and 
geologising  aboat  the  Rat  Portag^.  The  weather 
wmm  charming,  but  had  been  soltry. 

We  left  it  on  the  22d  of  July,  and  made  an 
earnest  but  rain  attempt,  on  the  west  of  the 
portage,  to  find  out  any  well-mariLed  spot  en- 
titled to  be  called,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty, 
^  the  most  north-western  point  of  the  Lake  of 
fhe  Woods.*'  An  idea  then  prcTailed  that  this 
locality  lay  hereabouts;  but  the  decision  of  1842 
has  properly  placed  it  many  miles  to  the  S.S.W. 
of  Rat  Portage.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  inferior 
moment  to  the  adoption  of  the  49th  parallel  as 
IIm  great  central  boundary  line. 

We  now  returned  eastwards  to  complete  the 
airciiainaf  igation  of  the  lake. 

A  mile  to  the  east  of  the  Hat  Portage  cnl-de  sae 
I  aoticed  one  of  the  outlets  by  which  the  Winne- 
escapes  from   the  lake,— a  rough   rapid 


•  To  dw  aMMtfi  of  tkB  River  WtMspef.  is  a  Hgte  «Mt.  Is  • 
JiWBij  of fbwB  tiPD  Ma  a  Ulf  to  tbm>  J«y^  Its  iMMnl  oowm  ig 
K.  or  N.N.I.,  UMW  Mind  ftlmHtUt  tmkB.  tnm  m 
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flowing  down  a  rocky  narrow ;  and  a  mile  farther 
east  we  come  npon  another  channel,  terminating 
in  a  cascade. 

Inndnd  of  ftvi  hmiifBu  wet  hiyi  t  ovt  st  ifei  bmmIIi  It  pHm  omt 
wUto  limeiloiie.  It  If  a  Ivie  and  •■  yet  vifaifMdgitBd  rivor.  It 
iwflirei  maaj  tribiiteiias,  and  divides  Into  muneRMH 
ImMid  and  vnkDomif  iinmn  lakHwIa.  It  hm  twenty -aw  > 
MMw  of  thm  Ui^  and  piotaraqM,  boridei  fteituBnl  raiAlij— 
tlnw  io  ftnmg  •■  to  beooBie  ctnjIiif-pkoBt.  It  ibniis  intolikai, 
oomanaSating  iMk  each  oCher  bj  ftlla  wad  npidi  ia  alnlfairof 
vUdk  tBWf  htmmvrt  m  !•■  ^mb  400  judi  wldo.  TUt  iBAin»* 
tioB  I  gathered  from  tiaden  freqpentiiif  tfak  i^gkm.  Ooe  of 
tlieae,  a  fHeod  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  Madmnie,  met  witli  aa  awliwari 
adventare  on  ihU  riYer  a  few  yean  ago. 

He  and  hia  wife  were  left  intentionally  by  hia  men  at  a  carrying - 
place.  It  waa  at  a  rocky  spot,  in  a  labyrinth  of  moraaa,  forest, 
and  river  ezpanaes.  Together  with  hia  wife,  Mr.  Mackenzie  had 
gone  a  little  aside  to  gather  the  pleaaant  berriea  which  there  load 
the  ground  in  Augnat,  while  the  men  were  paaaing  the  gooda  otct 
the  portage. 

They  were  bat  a  abort  time  away,  and  then  walked  to  the  place 
of  embarkation,  from  whence,  to  their  great  aatoniahment  and  dis- 
may, they  aaw  their  aiz  canoea  amoothly  proceeding  down  a  long 
reach.  Signals  were  made  of  all  poaaible  aorta,  bat  in  rain ;  not  a 
face  turned  in  the  canoea ;  and  aoon  all  were  oat  of  sight. 

Two  hundred  milea  of  impaaaable  country  lay  between  the  for- 
lorn pair  and  a  honae.  The  wife  aat  down  to  weep;  but  soon 
started  up,  and  said  she  thought  she  knew  the  country,  hariq; 
been  there  more  than  once  with  her  tribe.  The  rirer  just  there 
performed  a  circuit  of  thirty  or  forty  mika  In  length.  She  aaid, 
that  by  going  atraight  through  the  wooda  for  fifteen  milea,  with 
hard  walking  and  wading,  they  perhapa  might  be  able  to  reach  a 
certain  portage  before  their  men.  So  off  they  set ;  and  by  most 
aevere  labour,  and  with  many  anxietiea  about  the  proper  directioDf 
they  gained  the  portage  in  time,  and  saved  their  lives. 

On  questioning  the  toyafftur»,  only  finvolona   excaaes  were 
offered.    Some  thought  their  master  and  his  wife  had  walked  oa; 
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As  to  the  northern  and  eastern  side  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  proper,  I  can  only  speak  of  its 
topography  in  general.  The  reader  is  referred 
to  the  accompanying  map. 

The  whole  east  shore,  as  far  as  the  great  Pro- 
montory, is  distributed  into  bays  and  sounds, 
usually  filled  with  islands.* 

Sixteen  miles  of  coasting  brought  us  through 
Tarious  groups  of  islands,  often  bristling  with 
yoong  pines,  to  the  River  Anogoyahme  (Spawn- 
ing Rirer).  It  enters  by  a  fine  fall,  orer  granite, 
at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  bay.  The  coast  had  been 
roeky,  but  not  high,  and  well  covered  with  small 
trees  of  hard  wood. 

The  lake  was  almost  always  polluted  with  green 
•cum  and  dead  insects.  It  is  not  shallow  here. 
There  is  in  all  lakes  a  sort  of  rough  proportion 
between  their  depth  and  the  height  of  the  neigh- 
bourinf;:  land. 

olhcrt,  thftt  they  had  chin|(ed  their  canoe,  and  were  with  tha 
y«tf,  Ac.  4tc.     I  do  not  know  that  thry  were  puniahrd. 

^  A  thoaaand  and  nineteen  ialanda  were  counted,  and  morv  or 
kai  Ailly  laid  down,  in  Lake*  Kaminitik  and  I*arpe(|aa-wiin|car. 
IWre  are  very  many  more.  Tbnae  we  taw  rarely  attained  th« 
toftk  o#  eight  milefl,  and  theae  are  near  Sh«*ba«hni.  Mara  rocks 
§g9  aoCnotieed. 

Sattt  of  the  ialanda  on  the  Old  Route  and  in  thia  grvat  laka, 
CBibrndttf  a  line  430  mile*  long ,  are  aa  yet  appropriated  to  tha 
Uiriind  Scalea  or  Great  Britain.  Some  of  them  nuut  Tery  apaedily 
▼alanhle  mimng  property,  aa  oo  GonlUnt  Laka,   Iroa 
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Continuing  our  southei 
shore,  we  come  to  Reil  ( 
its  luiuiy  greeDstone  (basa 
one  hundred  feet  high,  co 
having  perpendicular  abi 
proppinj^  the  walls  of  o 
colouring;  gives  a  ^irigulm 

Errntic  blocks  of  i^reu 
I  «aw  a  large  one  ou  a 
Any  alluvial  deposits  or  G 
exist  in  this  portion  of 
foliage. 

Six  miles  further  eoui 
isles)  to  the  marshes  C 
place  "  by  the  Indian?,  frc 
fish  found  there.  !Near 
and  here  we  slept. 

Next  day,  hugging  ih 
neur  Yellow  Girl  Island, 
slceping'place.  It  is  en 
lii^'^h.  It  takes  its  nami 
yellow  dress  having  beer 
its  cliffs.     She  disappear* 

Islands  are  fewer  in  th< 
with  u  pair  of  fishing-eag 

About  two  miles  south 
a  narrow  inlet  in  the  ea; 
It  receives  Dryberry  Rr 


SIl 

mj  young  terraot  cmrelettlj  dropped  ny  iadb- 
peoMible  hamiDer  into  the  lake.  As  the  weather 
was  warm,  the  waten  clear  thoogh  deep,  and  as 
he  was  an  exeellent  swimmer,  I  requested  him  to 
recover  it,  which  he  g^iadly  did. 

On  our  return  towards  the  mouth  of  this  inlet 
we  perceifed  an  opening  in  the  main,  whieh  we 
iMmd  to  lead  into  White-fish  Lake,  the  third 
potion  of  this  great  body  of  water. 

We  did  not  enter  here,  but  by  another  diannel 
a  few  miles  to  the  south-west.  From  this  part  of 
White-fish  Lake  to  the  Turtle  Portage,  which 
eoonects  it  With  the  south-east  side  of  the  Lake  of 
Ibe  Sand  Hills,  the  direct  distance  is  thirty-fire 
miles.  White-fish  Lake  must  therefore  be  of  con- 
■derable  sise,  as  it  extends  also  northward  and 
eastward  from  this  spot. 

We  only  went  a  couple  of  miles  into  it.  I  law 
a  large  expanse  of  clear  waters,  with  two  or  three 
lofky  islands.  The  scenery  resembled  that  of  the 
basalt  hikes  of  the  Old  Route,  or  of  Lake  Superior 
about  Pigeon  Bay.  Dark  heights  and  pine-crested 
headlands  were  all  around ;  and  the  lake  was 
as  Uue  and  unmflkd  as  the  lagoon  of  a  coral 


We  returned  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  by  a 
third  channel,  guided  by  our  Indian,  and  pro- 
ceeded west,  haTing  on  our  left  (to  the  sooth)  the 
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great  promontory  which,  vilh  one  principal  leland, 
and  some  others,  cuts  the  lake  into  the  two  parts, 

well  oanted  by  the  Indians,  and  which  the  com- 
mercial route  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red 
Kiver  crosses  at  the  Portage  des  Bois. 

Along  this  part  of  the  route  a  pouring  rain 
endless  changes  in  our  course  ('*  wandering  in 
vain  about  bewildered  shores")  prevented  accurate 
notes  being  taken. 

The  shape  and  dimensions  of  the  promontory 
have  been  already  given,  but  I  must  add  that 
the  outline  of  its  shores  is  irregular  on  tlie  west, 
and  its  end  broad.  Its  average  height  is  under 
one  hundred  feet.  It  is  well  wooded,  but  burnt 
in  patches,  [stands  abound  in  its  vicinity,  as 
almost  everywhere  else.  One  of  these  near  ite 
east  end  is  called  Pipestone  Island,  from  its  hav- 
ing  in  its  sienitic  greenstone  a  vein  of  bard  chlo- 
rite earth,  about  eight  inches  thick,  of  which  the 
Indians,  far  and  near,  make  their  pipe>bowls. 
There  u  another  place  in  the  lake  where  this  sub* 
stance  may  be  procured. 

The  Portage  des  Bois,  ten  miles  from  the  west 
end  of  the  promontory,  enables  the  traveller  to 
avoid  going  round  it  and  its  islands.  It  is  a 
grassy  swamp,  one  hundred  paces  across,  at  the 
bottom  (on  the  north)  of  a  fissure  or  ml  dn  lar. 
lut  ten  miles  deep,  and  full  of  small 
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We  roanded  the  promontorj  bj  Point  aaz 
CMnes,  tfaroogh  the  narrow  on  the  euteni  «de 
of  the  long  island  adjacent,  and  entered  onee 
nMire  the  Lake  of  the  Sand  Hills.  We  paid  a 
paMing  visit  to  the  south  end  of  the  Portage  des 
Bois,  and  found  it  in  a  moderate-sixed  bay.  From 
thence  we  skirted  the  promontorj  eastwards,  eight 
miles  (?)  to  Gravel  Point,  a  cape  surrounded  by 
grsTel,  sand,  and  bowlders. 

The  view  into  the  lake  from  Gravel  Point  pre- 
fenu  in  every  direction  islands  of  gneiss  and  gra- 
nite, larpe  and  small  (from  one  to  five  miles  long), 
either  naked  or  topped  with  pines  and  poplar; 
but  in  front,  or  southerly,  they  are  fewer,  and  very 
tmall,  so  that  far  in  the  distance,  through  isles, 
whose  trees  loomed  high  in  the  haze,  we  saw  the 
open  lake. 

Proceeding  eastwards,  along  the  southern  and 
straighter  side  of  the  promontory,  we  met  for 
a  time  with  open  waters,  islets  (small  and 
few)  chequering  the  foreground,  and  larger 
bevond. 

Here  we  found  a  party  of  Indians  gathering 
black  bilberries  (Foeetataa.  CoModense).  This 
fruit  is  incredibly  abundant  all  over  these  conntries. 
For  miles  we  cannot  tread  without  eruahini;  them 
wider  our  fieet;  and  we  owed  aweh  ^tonr  hsdtli 
and  strength  to  the  freaatt  of  AaSr    Th^httvui. 
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are  very  dark  purple,  as  t 
lish  gfape,  and  ibey  groi 
Their  flavour  is  sweet  a] 
the  spring,  when  they 
soow.  At  that  period  ol 
important  resource  to 
atiimals. 

While  we  were  purchi 
a  sulky  old  Indian  sittir 
high  rock,  with  hia  ttmu 
head  on  his  knees. 

I  uskc-d  "the  little  En 
stricken  man  was;  whet 
statement. 

Some  years  ago  this 
lunatic  son — his  only  soi 

The  yoiilh,  eighteen 
more  had  refused  to  1 
melancholy,  and  at  time; 

When  his  parosysnis  ' 
warn  his  familv  to  protei 
his  unwilling  Tioleiice, 
propensity  to  kill  and  dei 
made  several  attempts  u; 

After  a  time,  his  lunac; 
its  object;  and  he  decia) 
and  eat  the  first  Indian 
woods  or  elsewhere. 


y^ 
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He  now  dailj  begged  his  father  to  put  him  to 
death ;  and  so  end  his  miseries. 

The  siirroanding  Indians  took  alarm  at  all  this. 

The  father,  as  is  usual  in  great  emergencies, 
called  a  council.  It  sat  several  times,  and  after 
much  deliberation  ordered  the  lunatic  tu  be 
acrangled  bj  his  own  father,  the  giver  of  his  life. 

The  father  obeyed.  The  youth,  after  listening 
to  a  long  speech,  and  assenting  aloud  to  every 
separate  observation,  bared  bis  neck  to  the  cord, 
and  soon  ceased  to  breathe.  Ills  body  was  burnt, 
lest  be  should  rise  again. 

The  parent  never  looked  up  more. 

We  slept  that  uight  on  a  small,  flat,  well-tim- 
benMl  island,  not  far  from  the  east  end  of  the  pro- 
moutory.  In  my  geological  aniour  I  determined 
to  run  round  it,  though  cautioned  not  to  do  so. 
Away  1  went  as  fast  as  1  could  \^o ;  but  such  were 
ito  innumerable  little  wrinkles,  among  deep  waters, 
the  night  also  soon  settiug  in,  that  1  did  not  reach 
the  camp  until  past  eleven  o'cKwk,  tlioroughly 
worn  out,  and  thankful  for  a  supper  of  cocoa  and 
Uberrieii.  Had  not  the  moou  arisen  at  about  ten 
o'clock,  1  must  have  slept  in  the  woods. 

Although  the  west  end  of  tlie  promontory*  is 
well  wooded,  towards  its  middle  it  becomes  naked, 
and  is  often  pur|>osely  fired  by  the  Indians. 

Going  still  eastwards,  we  soon  exchange  the 
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h-ely  open  lake  for  a  vast  belt  of  iow  I 
1^  pretty  welt  covered  witb  young  trees,  aod 
^rt  widt  white  granite  mounds  barely  appearing  * 
kboVC  water. 

I  sod  hillocks  of  sand  are  notv  almott 


■M  tk«  Mune  gratl  eolketiora  of  emtie  blodi 
if  Uflh  eiMBmbflnd  Um  wett  iborM  of  tbe  Uka  «r 
«M  6ud  EOHa ;  bat  lMr«  dM7  w«ce  on  tbe  M^ 
ttt  tm  abim  the  bktf,  iBOBg  tall  ■tnfgkt 

eypKBS-trees. 

Being  now  about  thirty  miles  from  the  west  end 
of  tbe  promontory,  we  leave  it,  and  from  going 
east  we  gradually  turn  to  the  south. 

We  have  in  tbia  Ticlnity  access  twice  to  White- 
fish  Lake,  at  places  ten  or  twelve  miles  apart. 

The  northern  of  these  points  is  at  Turtle  Port- 
age, across  eighty  yards  of  swamp  and  rock.  Tbe 
other  is  at  the  Falls  of  tbe  Pine  River  (twentf 
feet  high),  at  tbe  extreme  east  end  of  the  lake,  at 
tbe  bottom  of  a  deep  bay,  and  thirty-fire  miles 
direct  from  tbe  nearest  part  of  Rainy  Lake.  Tfatt 
river,  however,  does  not  actually  comnaantcate 
with  White-fish  Lake,  bat  only  pasaes  near  it  It 
is  much  tbe  shortest  way  to  Fort  Laplnie  from 
Wbite-fisb  Lake,  assisted  by  a  chaia  of  streamleti 
and  lakes. 

It  was  remarkable  that  at  Turtle  Portage  we 
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fMind  among  some  long  grass  a  tartle,  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  inches  long,  of  a  very  dark  colour,  and 
ill  markings,  if  it  had  any,  obscured  by  dirt.4< 

The  shape  and  direction  of  the  east  and  south 
shore  of  Sand«hill  Lake  are  best  seen  on  the  map. 
It  b  very  long,  and  sweeps  in  large,  easy,  low, 
sinuosities  of  sand,  in  ridges  and  flats,  with  fre- 
qaent  marshes  and  productive  rice^rounds. 
Thousands  of  foreign  rocks  of  large  dimensions 
crowd  the  sands  and  shallows,  which  extend  very 
&r  into  the  lake. 

There  are  very  few  islets ;  one  of  these  is  named 
Elm  Island. 

Twelve  miles  E.N.E.  from  Windy  Point  on 
SaUe  Island  there  is  a  remarkable  spot.  Point 
Brule,  a  striking  landmark. 

It  is  a  sloping  headland  of  white  gneiss,  sprinkled 
with  small  pines.  On  its  summit,  once  doubtless 
hidden  by  trees,  is  an  ancient  round  look-out 
against  the  hereditary  enemy,  the  Sioux,  and  of 
the  same  s^izc  as  that  near  Lake  Croche  ;  but  here, 
all  the  stones  are  thrown  down  in  circles  outwards. 
The  Indian  imagination  of  the  present  day  has 
found  out  a  meaning  for  it.  They  call  it  the  nest 
of  the  Tliundcr  Bird. 

Three  miles  west  of  Point  Bnkle  is  Uice  River, 

*  It  wu  proUblj   the  wood  tcrrmpia  iiEiir*  mmo^F'')*  ^>^ 
Uf^fer  thAn  u  coounoo. 
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three  in  ihe  livke  of  the  same  naoie.    It 
y         large  and  flows  through  low  land?. 

A  course  of  eight  miles  from  this  river,  along  t 

maiiilanf)  of  sand-banks,  hushes,  with  small  bnrnt 

trees  in  the  rear,  brings  us  to^indy  Point,  a  spot 

fivemilfs  nunh-east  of  Sable  lalancl,  at  the  mouth 

iver  Lapluic. 

Dt  thundcr-stomi,  followed  by  a  gale  cf 

droYG  as  into  the  narrow  pass  between  the 

and  8able   Uland,  among  tall  rushes  and 

grass,     VVo  tlien  reached  the  River  Laphtie,  and 

completed  the  circait  of  this  dietsnt  bat  iatenst- 

ing  lake.* 

I  shall  spore  the  reader  our  homeward  joaruej 
of  nearly  two  thousand  miles.  But  for  aught  I 
know,  he  may  have  loag  ago  left  us  engnUied  In 
sn&beating  woods,  or  on  the  waters,  which,  nn- 
like  those  of  Siloam,  do  not  go  soEUy. 

We  were  greatly  indebted  under  ProTidence  to 
the  care  and  skill  of  Mr.  Astronomer  Thompson. 

■  HighwtwrtwjMrtfa  Ae  lite  of  At  Tfoodi  proper  »Mit» 
bat  •bom  itx  lenl  ia  Jul;  1B23. 


IB23. 

Jol;  17,  N«w  Driftwood  Point  .      7°  E. 

IB,  N.WCaHt,MBaafisaiRitFoitHB,nid-d>]rl4°E. 
24,;SoDtliiUeofFoitasedMBoit      .         .         .13°  U'E. 
i6,Vii^j.    SkBAillldkD.    OnBuBMBtwy.     12?E. 
SB,  Ewtu(l«ofBO«tfaofBaiqrBiT(r     .       .    12°a. 
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rbere  was  a  good  deal  of  wear  and  tear  in  our  life 
of  little  ease,  constant  exposure,  and  unsuitable 
feed. 

The  ill  effects  were  only  temporary ;  and  we 
toon  remembered  only  the  pleasurable  part  of  our 
wmnderings. 

Great  was  the  enjoyment  of  returning  to  the 
eomforts  and  amenities  of  civilised  life.  Milk  was 
a  lozarious  novelty.  The  Indians  call  the  land  of 
the  pale-fiu!es  **the  cow-country.'*  The  use  of 
money  was  strange,  and  so  was  access  to  letters, 
newspapers,  and  large  assemblies  of  people.  Few 
things,  however,  struck  us  so  much  as  the  happy 
eyes,  carmine  lips,  and  pleasant  voice  of  child- 
hood. 
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(A). 


there  tre  very  few,  if  tny,  of  the  Voyageun 
;%  in  priot,  it  would  be  desirable  to  insert  «  few  of 
e  which  tre  tong  in  the  Indian  countries,  but  the 
t  of  space  forbids  the  insertion  of  more  than  one. 
as  taken  by  the  author  from  the  lips  of  the  sin^r, 
is   evidently  ancient    Norman,  in  the  Canadian 


CHANSON. 

Qaand  j*etab  ches  mon  p^, 

Prtite  et  jeniie  ^tant, 
M'mvoyait  m  k  fonUtne       \ 

Poor  prrhrr  det  poiatont.  ) 
La  Tiolette  dtndioe,  U  Tiolett«  dond^. 


La  fonUine  rtt  profood*, 

Moi  de  amkr  aa  food  ; 
Pitf -iri  ib  paaamt 

Troit  cavalim  barana. 

La  riolHte  dattdiaa,  b  vlokCte  dondtf. 

'*  Que  doQiMrics  voas.  btlto, 
Pow  To«u  tircr  da  tami  ?" 
"  Tifca,  tim/*  dft.«Ue : 
"  Aprra-fa  nova  ▼rrrooa." 

U  Tiolatta  daadiM,  U  violetto  doadi. 

roL.  II.  T 
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Qiuud  la  bdlc  fbt  tirte 

S'enTaaUmUKin; 
S'asmed  but  1ft  fenetre 

El  eonimmce  nne  cliHiuoii. 

Li  liolette  duidine,  U  Tiolctte  iaoii. 

'■  Ce  n'wt  pu,  ma  belle, 
Cc  qae  nniu  dcnumdoni ; 


"  Han  petit  cteur,"  dit-elle, 

"  N'mI  fat  prnii  un  baron ; 
C'est  pour  un  Eentil-liomme, 

Qqi  t  la  barbe  an  meutoD." 
1«  TioUtte  dandiue,  la  nolette  dond^ 

"  Ob  1  ditO'Doiu,  ma  belle, 

Oil  tA'H,  TOtre  mignon  ?" 
"  II  ert  B  la  foDtaino 

Qa'il  pScbe  la  poissoti." 
lAnnlatte  dandine,  la  riolette  doodi. 

•'  Ob  1  ditea-Doni,  ru  belle. 

Quel  poiMon  J  prend-l-on  ? 
On  y  prend  la  ctipe, 

Aoid  I'eatnrgeon." 

La  Tiolette  dandine,  la  nolette  dond^. 


"  On  r  prend  la  carp*, 

Aniai  I'eetorgeon, 
Anni  dea  fcreriaMi 
Qui  Tont  k  recnloTU." 

Tj  Tiolette  dandine,  la  Tiolette  iaoii. 
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In.  Henry  Malan  has  very  kindly  favoored  me 
the  following  pretty  bot  free  trmnslttion  of  the 
t  ballad  :— 

With  heut  M  wfld 

Ai  joyoot  ebild, 
lired  RhotU  of  Um  mcNuitaiB, 

Her  only  wish 

ToieckUMtbh 
In  the  watcrv  of  the  foiuitaiii. 

Oh,  tho  Tiolet,  white  and  hlne ! 


The  itreuD  le  deep, 

The  huikt  ere  fteep, 
Down  in  the  flood  fell  ihe, 

When  there  rode  hy 

Right  gAlUntly 
Three  haroat  of  high  degree. 

Oh,  the  riolet,  white  end  blue  ! 


•«  Oh,  ten  Of,  fair  maid," 

Thej  each  one  Mid, 
"  Your  reward  to  the  Tentoring  knight 

^lio  thall  save  your  life 

Pmm  the  water's  itrife 
By  hiA  ann*f  unflinching  might." 

Oh,  the  violet,  white  and  bine  ! 


"  Oh  !  haute  to  my  lide/' 

The  maiden  replied, 
"  Nor  aik  of  a  reoomptaae  now  s 

When  Mfe  on  land 

Again  I  stand 
For  tuck  mattrn  it  time  enow." 

Ob.  the  violet,  whiU  and  biM  ! 
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But  when  hU  free 

Upon  tbe  lia 
She  round  hencir  once  mare. 

She  vonM  not  sUf, 

And  aped  mwHj 
Till  she  reii^d  her  cottsge  door. 

Oh,  ihe  violft,  white  and  blue  I 

Her  iMiscmpnt  hj^ 

Thst  muden  ah;r 
B«gBn  so  sweet  to  sing ; 

Her  lute  and  voice 

Did  e'en  rejoi™ 
The  ewlj  flowers  of  iprinf. 

Oh,  tbe  lioict,  white  and  bine  ! 

Bnt  the  baitmt  pmid 

Then  apoke  ilond, 
"  Thii  I*  aot  the  boon  we  derin  i 

Your  heart  and  ki*e, 

Hf  prettf  dare, 
li  Ibe  fnt  gift  we  require." 

Oh,  tbe  Tiolet,  white  and  bhu 


I*  not  for  joo. 
Nor  Tor  an;  of  high  degree  | 

I  hara  pledged  my  troth 

To  an  lumeit  T^ath, 
With  a  beard  ao  cornel  j-  to  kb." 

Oh,  the  violet,  white  and  biw ! 


.>■■■ 
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SIOTES   OK   THE  TOPOORAPHT  OP  THE   RIVER 

MIAGARA. 

(wnn  ADMBASUmBMBim.) 

jver  Niagtrt  iitues  from  the  north-east  end  of 
•rie,  ftod  entera  Lake  Ontario  on  the  touth-wett 
fty-ftix  miles  from  its  head,  after  having  croaved, 

general  north*by-west  course,  the  intervening 
r  land,  at  that  point  26^  miles  broad. 

isthmus  is  here  divided  into  two  levels*  the 
to  be  noticed  first)  advancing  from  Lake  Erie 
in  seven  miles  of  Lake  Ontario ;  but  at  that  dis- 
at  Queenston),  it  lowers  370J  feet  at  once,  by  a 
lope,  which  skirts,  at  various  heights,  the  whole 
nd  west  shores  of  Lake  Ontario*  under  the  naoM 
»  Parallel  Ridge." 

Dg  the  first  twenty  miles  of  the  upper  level,  from 
rie,  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Nbgara  is  so 
lod  flat  as  scarcely  to  assign  a  direction  to  its 


J 


326 

streams.  It  is  raised  but  little  abofe  Lake  Erie,  tnd 
would  be  flooded  in  spring  were  the  vernal  rise  of  water 
as  great  as  in  the  Rivers  Ottawa  and  St.  Lawrence. 

On  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara,  and  probaUj 
on  the  American  also,  there  is  dote  to  it  a  border  of 
raised  ground,  varying  in  breadth  from  half  a  mile  to 
two  miles,  or  more.  The  banks  show  that  it  is  competed 
of  brown  loam,  clay,  and  small  angalar  fiigmeots  of 
the  black  geodiferous  limestone  of  Niagara. 

The  direction  of  the  Niagara  for  three  miles  from 
Lake  Erie  is  north,  and  then  bends  roond  to  the  north- 
west for  two  miles,  when  it  is  divided  into  two  narrow 
and  distant  channels  to  within  3}  milct  of  the  Falls  by 
a  very  large  island,  from  the  foot  of  which  the  river  runs 
west  by  north. 

The  current  for  the  first  three  or  four  miles  from  the 
head  of  tlie  river  is  swift,  especially  about  and  below 
Black  Rock,  where  it  is  seven  miles  an  hour,  smooth 
on  the  surface,  but  violently  agitated  within.  From 
thence  to  near  the  Falls  the  rate  is  uniform  and  mode- 
rate. The  decline  in  level  from  the  head  of  the  river  to 
Chippewa  is  said  to  be  fifteen  feet. 

Its  depth  is  by  no  means  great,  especially  at  the 
lower  end,  where  the  shores,  &c.,  are  often  marshy. 
Opposite  Black  Rock  it  is  thirty-two  feet  deep  all  the 
way  across,  accordin^^  to  the  careful  soundings  of  Mr. 
Alien.  General  Porter  has  there  constructed  a  large 
basin  for  shipping,  whose  walls  rest  upon  horizontal 
rock. 

The  breadth  of  the  Niagara  varies  much,  as  is  seen 
from  the  following  statements,  which  are  taken  from 
the  large  maps  of  the  Boundary  Commission : — 
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lird  laUnd,  1070  ymrdt  aboTe  the  hwd  of  the 

river 1  220 

le  exact  commencement  of  the  rirer -  733 

Mite  Generml  Porter't  Hoaie,  at  Bbek  Roek  -  462 

le  middle  of  Squaw  Itbnd,  bdow  BlMk  Rock  .  1320 

trmwbeny  laknd,  one  mile  below 1  440 

le  heed  of  Grand  Itland 1  880 

onnewanU  Island   7  220 

le  lower  end  of  Grand  Island    2  1315 

IMtto          NaTylaUnd 1  450 

hippewa  RiTcr    1  220 

M  head  of  Goat  Itland  .  1310 

I  river  hat  islands  ouly  on  its  upper  level,  and 
are  twenty-eight  in  number,  for  the  most  part 
id  swampy,  and  finely  wooded  with  sugar-maple, 
>ak,  and  linden  trees,  when  a  few  feet  above 
mark.     Their  length  usually  runs  parallel  to  the 

J  Island,  opposite  Fort  Erie,  is  a  mere  ledge  of 
2*20  yards  long.  Squaw  Island,  1|  mile  below, 
0  yards  long,  and  close  to  the  east  shore.  Tlie 
Strawberry  Island,  is  1^  mile  long, 
ind  Island  is  five  miles  from  Lake  Erie,  7  J  miles 
»y  G|  mile»  in  greatest  breadth.  It  is  an  irregular 
ind  chicBy  in  a  state  of  nature,  the  interior  being 
AM,  and  often  a  group  of  ponds.  Where  dry  it 
rily  timbered.  It  contains  17,1^24  acres. 
!  channels  on  each  side  of  Grand  Island  are  not 
,  that  ou  the  American  shore  being  513  yards 
vhere  narrowest,  and  660  yards  on  the  Canadian 
narrowest,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  Beaver 


Idaad  k  nml^aiid  360  fsidi  ftcmOfiMl 


Uand. 
l;ittktiMte  Mud  k  t  atrip  of  npnb  3000  judt 

thii  (Mtt  lllail^  «Bd  3060  Tvds  1^ 

Afid  |Ap«t  to  A  |KM«t  bdMW 

Mi;^  Island  fe  Iha  only  iaiaiid  m  iMa  iferar  hiteig^ 
to  Gkml  britabi.  It  ia  aeaoi-cflpcidar,  and  coMdm 
904acreal 

The  size  and  position  of  other  very  small  islets  may 
be  seen  on  the  plan  of  the  Falls,  placed  in  the  Sixth 
Excursion. 

Iris,  orGroat  Island , is  somewhat  triangular  in  shape; 
its  base,  400  yards  long,  being  on  the  same  line  with 
the  cataract.  It  is  half  a  mile  long :  its  soil  is  of  light 
brown  clay,  supporting  a  gravel  of  rolled  limestones 
and  primitive  pebbles,  of  the  tertiary  age,  according  to 
Professor  Hall.  The  island  is  flat,  and  mostly  covered 
with  fine  clumps  of  beech.  Between  it  and  the  Ame- 
rican shore  there  is  a  round  islet,  which,  by  two  bridges, 
connects  Iris  Island  with  the  main.  A  little  below  it 
are  seven  other  patches  of  rock,  bearing  a  few  pines. 

The  streams  which  enter  the  Niagara  along  its  upper 
level  are  a  few  sluggish  creeks,  the  discharges  of  exten« 
sive  swamps.  I  shall  simply  name  them.  They  are, 
French,  Black,  Chippewa,  Ellicott,  and  Tonnewanta 
creeks. 

At  Chippewa  commences  the  more  disturbed  portion 
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of  the  river,  preluding  the  Ftllt,  now  24  oiilet 
lu  ample  breadth  lentibly  diroinishea. 

On  the  Britiah  shore  the  accelerated  current  begins 
hen  to  ripple ;  and  at  BriJgewater,  one  mile  lower  down, 
it  dashes  and  foams  over  a  succession  of  ledges,  which 
wn  most  conspicuous  opposite  the  head  of  Iris  Island. 
Below  this  the  water  moves  with  equal  swiftness,  but 
smoothly,  over  pebbly  shallows,  until  it  is  precipitated 
into  the  great  chasm. 

On  the  American  shore  the  same  is  going  on,  but 
with  still  greater  fury. 

Together  witli  these  changes  in  the  state  of  the  river, 
the  banks,  from  Chippewa  to  Bridgewater,  very  gra- 
dually  attain  the  height  of  forty  feet,  in  scarps  and 
grauy  slopes.  This  apparent  rise  is  caused  by  the 
sinking  of  the  bed  of  the  river;*  but  from  hence  for 
the  remaining  mile  and  a  quarter  a  real  elevation  of 
tbe  bank  and  adjacent  country  takes  place.  The 
united  effect  of  this  is  the  formation  on  the  Canadian 
shore  of  slopes  and  terraces,  which  have  been  carefully 
measured  and  laid  down  by  Professor  Hall,  of  Albany, 
New  York.  They  skirt  the  river  from  the  late  Colonel 
Clarke's,  at  Bridgewater,  to  and  beyond  the  cataract, 
io  gra«sy  knolls,  hi;{hly  ornamented  here  and  there 
with  fine  trees,  among  which  are  well-grown  tulip 
trees.  The  American  banks  ascend  from  the  water  in 
a  richly-wooded  slope. 

In  this  interesting  locality,  twenty*one  miles  from 
Lake  Erie,  and  at  the  foot  of  what  we  must  call  the 


•  PhikdrlphMMviraa,voLviii.p.tlS;iftj.«iiktiMt 
Cyppcwa  and  the  PsUk 
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nMto«ritttAlHd^^tliiiiNii«Mft  flv«M  MoMe 


monk  vMttttmaat  at  ri^  tagMi,  wftb  dw  tenv 

OMIwafllHlfMK 

nb  damrt  or  iMp  tiifcM  pbM  oUiqwly  t»  ti« 
dinoliaa  of  d»  imv,  ul  kdindod  ialD  dtiM  p«ti  bf 
bi«lihad.ndtlMUMmfan^  Ihtmmmamti 
At  HonaHdwa.  dw  RIUkni  or  HontaMMMi,  nd  lla 
Aaariemut  Bcyoww,  Pilla,  iMpeetiwIy. 

1W  wfaoh  Um  of  Hbridcec*  ia  1900  Jtx^  kng. 
or  dut  tba  Hon»4«a  lUl  beenpiM  ■boot  oa»-Ulf, 
Kfid  the  AmericKD  Fait,  with  the  bate  of  Iria  Idand, 
each  a  quarter,  while  the  Ribbon  Fall  and  an  adjoiaiog 
islet  taLe  up  twenty  yards  of  the  line. 

The  Horee-shoe  Fall  n  on  the  Canadian  aide.  Its 
name  no  lon^r  describes  its  form,  a  correct  idea  of 
which,  indeed,  is  not  easily  obtained,  owing  to  certain 
perspective  deceptions.  The  sketch  accompanying 
these  pages  gives  its  shape  in  1822,  as  laid  down  in  the 
charts  of  the  Boundary  Commission,  wiUi  great  care 
and  exactitude. 

A  naked,  flat  ledge,  called  the  Table  Rock,  at  the 
northern  angle  of  this  fall,  permits  the  visitor  to  dip 
his  feet  into  the  water  as  it  passes  over  the  precipice. 

It  is  this  fall  which  presents  the  unbroken  curtain  of 
emerald  edged  with  white  or  brown.  The  stream  be- 
neath the  pitch  is  smooth,  but  white  with  intestine 
commotion.  A  little  way  down  it  forms  into  billows, 
and  maintains  a  great  velocity  through  the  whole  chasm 
to  Queenston. 

*  Bomiduy  Santf — s«  tlw^t. 
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At  the  foot  of  the  Horee-shoe  Fall  the  gusts  of  a 
tempestuous  day  permiUed  roe  to  see  some  very  large 
fragments  of  rock,  by  having  driven  away  the  spray 
and  broken  water  which  usually  conceal  them* 

The  Ribbon  Fall  is  aptly  named.  It  springs  from 
its  dark  channel  with  great  force  and  beauty. 

The  American  Fall  is  162  feet  deep  («'  Philadelphia 
Museum").  lu  face,  although  on  the  whole  pretty 
straight,  is  in  several  places  jagged  or  serrated,  so  that 
the  line  of  descent  is  varied  and  picturesque. 

The  cataract  has  beyond  all  doubt  excavated,  by 
solution  and  fracture,  the  whole  chasm  from  Queenston 
heights,  during  a  period  of  time  which  we  cannot  mea- 
sure, having  been  directed,  according  to  Professor 
Hall,  into  that  channel  by  a  slight  natural  hollow  pre- 
existing. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  now  testify  to  the 
reality  of  the  proceu  ;  indeed  it  is  self-evident.  Toge- 
ther with  a  slow  retroceuion  and  change  of  form  from 
OTtialler  losses,  Isrge  masses  of  rock  are  dropping  from 
the  line  of  subsidence  into  tlie  gulf  below  from  time  to 
time.  A  portion  of  the  Table  Rock,  weighing  many 
tons,  fell  a  few  months  before  my  first  vinit. 

It  would  degrade  and  fall  away  much  faster  were 
not  the  upper  rock  a  hard  limestone,  while  the  lower 
half  of  the  catamct-wall  consists  of  a  crumbling  shale. 

From  the  varying  nature  of  the  rocks  over  which  it 
has  flowed  from  Queenston  to  its  present  site,  it  must 
have  changed  its  form  very  often ;  and  never  was  so 
inposing  and  diversified  in  its  features  as  at  this  time. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  in  some  parts  of  iu 
course  it  was  a  long  slanting  iail,  as  when  it  passed 
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'  alialy  landslono ;  in  others  it  was  in  two  or  moK 

s,  dropping  down  in  great  steps,  as  when  it  reaclied 

luc  grey  quarUy  sandstone,  and  separated  from  each 

other  by  distances  more  or  less  great  according  to  the 

resistance  of  the  underlying  stratum  to  its  powers  of 

When  this  process  began  we  know  not.  Of  its  rate 
of  proceeding,  eitlier  by  years  or  centuries,  we  know 
very  little:  but, judging  from  the  hard  nature  of  the 
rocks  between  the  present  calararl  and  Lake  Erie,  some 
tlwusands  of  years  must  elapse  before  it  reach  the  lalier. 
It  will  liave  more  or  less  effect  in  draining  Lake  Erie, 
affording  to  the  breadth  of  the  rocky  lip  over  which 
the  water  falls,  and  the  depth  of  the  passing  wave. 
The  lip,  at  Lake  Erie,  is  733  yards  broad,  instead  of 
900  at  the  Falls ;  but  the  depth  of  water  is  greater. 
These  two  being  considered  together,  little  dninage 
will  probably  take  place  until  the  cataract  shall  hare 
worked  still  further  back  into  the  lake. 

The  Ni^ara  group  of  sandstones  and  limestanes  is, 
according  to  the  state  geologists  of  New  York,  the 
equivalents  of  a  part  of  the  Wealock  series  of  the 
British  Isles.  The  indefatigable  labours  of  these  highly 
qualified  gentlemen  have  led  little  to  be  desired  as  lo 
our  acquaintance  with  the  geology  of  these  districts. 

We  DOW  proceed  to  bestow  a  few  words  on  the  lower 
division  of  the  River  Niagara. 

The  chasm  is  &J  miles  long,  and  for  two  miles  fn»n 
the  Falls  nius  east-north-east,  when  it  turns  to  the 
north'west,  a  mile  further,  to  the  whirlpooL  It  there 
changes  suddenly  to  the  north-east,  and  so  continues, 
or  with  alight  variation,  for  two  miles,  to  « little  beyond 
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the  DeviFt  Hole,  on  the  Americtn  side.  From  thence 
ft  northern  course  is  slowly  assumed,  and,  with  ft  few 
jotting  elbows,  is  continued  to  Lake  Ontario. 

The  whirlpool  just  alluded  to  is  a  circular  basin  500 
yards  in  diameter,  on  the  Canadian  shore,  created  by 
the  sudden  change  in  the  direction  of  the  rirer.  Its 
violence  has  been  somewhat  eiaggerated.  The  water 
msbes  into  it  in  billows  from  the  pent  channel  above, 
ftad  then,  with  eddies  here  and  there,  courses  round 
the  basin  in  a  swift  smooth  current,  and  slowly  flows 
off— so  slowly,  indeed,  that  on  one  occasion  a  dead 
body  was  observed  in  it  for  two  or  three  days. 

The  side  of  the  chasm  may  be  described  in  general 
terms  to  be  precipitous ;  often,  as  near  the  Falls  and 
elsewhere,  mural  in-  the  upper  half  of  its  heiglit  or 
more;  and  terminated  below  by  slopes  of  fragments, 
naked  or  overgrown  with  vines  and  other  creeping 
plants :  but  more  commonly  the  stream  b  flanked  by 
ledges  and  enormous  displaced  masses,  numerous  or 
§tw,  high  or  low,  in  places;  and  being  interspersed 
with  patches  of  soil,  are  clothed  with  underwood  and 
fine  trees. 

The  average  breadth  of  the  river  in  the  chasm  is  300 
yards ;  but  a  mile  below  the  whirlpool  it  contracts  to 
115  yards,  near  the  ruins  of  a  saw-mill.  Here  the 
bottom  is  seen,  nearly  in  mid-channel,  to  consist  of 
large  fragments  of  rock,  over  which  the  water  passes 
with  inconceivable  fury.  The  precipice  on  the  Canadian 
side  is  so  shattered  here  that,  with  some  ingenuity,  an 
lodifTervnt  cart-road  has  been  made  down  it  Two 
miles  and  a  half  below  the  whirlpool  the  breadth  of 
the  river  is  135  yards.     Haifa  mile  above  the  gorge 


r 


\ 


3S4  APPBHDIX. 

of  QiienstoD  it  is  130  yards  broad,  and  at  the  gorge 
SI2  yards. 

Of  tlie  deplh  of  the  water  in  the  chasm  T  know  very 
little.  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proprietor  of  the  two  British 
hotels  at  the  Falls,  told  me  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
basin,  in  front  of  the  Falls,  the  depth  is  160  feet. 

The  bed  of  the  river  makes  a  gradual  descent  of 
67  feet*  from  the  foot  of  the  Foils  to  Queensioo  Gorge, 
At  this  last  place  the  sides  of  the  chasm  are  higher 
than  at  the  former,  Mr.  Gourlay  stales  the  elevation 
of  QiieenEton  Heights  to  be  370|  feet,  and,  1  believe, 
correctly. 

The  depression  at  Queeiiston  of  the  npper  or  Erie 
[bateau  is  sudden ;  but  the  subsequent  widening  of  the 
stream  is  slow,  and  seldom  varies  from  700  yards. 

The  course  of  the  river  is  henceforth  rather  west  of 
north,  irs  current  averaging  two  miles  per  hour.  The 
banks  are  of  slaty  clay  and  argillaceous  sandstone  at 
Queenston,  supporting  a  gravelly  loam,  and  are  from 
fifty  to  eighty  feet  high ;  but  from  thence  to  the  river 
mouth  they  are  of  a  rich  red  clayey  soil,  and  rather  high. 

At  the  contiguous  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  the  banks 
are  from  twelve  to  filleen  feet  high,  of  pure  clay  below, 
covered  with  large  primitive  bowlders  and  a  mixed  soil. 
The  river  expands  but  little  on  meeting  with  the  lake ; 
its  width  between  the  American  Fort  'Niagara,  at  the 
confluence,  and  the  British  town  of  Newark,  being  from 
800  to  1000  yards.  There  is  a  considerable  bar  of 
sand  and  mud  off  the  mouth. 

*  Philsdelphis  Mnseoin,  at  tmte. 
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APPENDIX  (C). 


At  the  climate  of  Canada  is  extreme  both  in  heat 
ftod  cold,  we  find  there  some  new  genera  and  many 
oew  species  of  insects. 

The  following  list,  collected  by  the  author  principally 
io  Lake  Huron,  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Kirby,  F.R.S.  He  has  fully  described  them  in  the 
**  Fauna  Boreali- Americana"  of  Sir  John  Richardson, 
with  figures  of  the  most  interesting. 

The  new  species  are  distingubhed  by  the  letters 
appended  (K.N.S.). 


OnUr  ..  Coleopterm. 
Afrll«». .  PeDUnerm. 
TVihe  ..  Camivorm. 
Ai^./rOt  Terrvstria. 
Fktmiip . .  Cicindelidw. 

Gfmma  CidodeiulK,  Linn. 

Manhamu.  K.N.S. 

marginali*,  Fabr. 

Canadmstt,  K.N.S. 

albi  labnt,  K.N.S. 

Fkmilp  . .  Carabida. 

CemmM  Brachinu*,  Pabr. 

'         crrptlans,  Var .  Br. 
Chlumiaa,  Bnnelii. 
puldieUai,  K.N.8. 


Gtnmi  Chkniiiia. 

dimidiatiu,  K.N.S. 

obtcnrior,  K.N.S. 

Gemmi  Agooum,  Boodli. 

paranponctatiiiD, 

P.  Br. 
Gtmma  Caloaoma,  Pabr. 

aagulatiuB,  K.N.S. 

Gtmm$  Carabua,  Linn. 

obacmratoa,  K.N.S. 

Gtnms  Omophron.  LAtrnlfo. 

Canademe,  K.N.S. 

Gtmmi  Elaphina,  Pabr. 

intrmc«litt».K.N.S. 

Gfmmt  Bembidmni.  LatmUe. 

lUtorak,  Ev. 


*-■ 


aMrite  ..Aqutka. 

AmI/y Ofriiudje. 

Gmm  GiriDui,  Lino. 

ImpreidcolIUi 

K.N.8. 

no*   ..BnMrtb. 


—  Eudatu,  L. 

acaminatt.  F. 

ittinu,  K.N.8. 

G^mu  Traeh;*,  Fabr. 

anntlenU,  K.N.S. 

Famitj/  . .  EUterid«. 
Gtma  Elater,  Linn. 

cutinipes,  F.  Br. 

■ llaTilabri.,  K.N.S. 

Family  ..  I^unpyridK. 
Getua  Ljcni,  Fabr. 


Gnw  LampfHi,  Lion. 

pectoialii,  K.N.S. 

Gvua  Takphonu,  Geoffi*. 

marginellu, 

K.N.S. 
Tribe  ..  CUTicornia. 
Family..  Silphidn. 
Gtmu  Silpha,   Linn.,   iefathr- 


monnoa,  !&  Kh 

Trite     . .  LamellieHA 

/bmi/y  . .  ScaratHeidM, 

«»— »'QiiHii|b«i«» 


N.B. — On  willom. 
Gaaa  Sehca,  W.  S.  MaclnT. 

nibaulcati,  K.N.S. 

Fttmily  ..  CctonUdK. 
OoiM  Trichiiu,  Fabr. 

Bipbii,    K.N.S. 

L.  St.  Clair. 

Tiriduliu,  Var.  ? 

Gema  Cetonia,  Fabr. 

higida,  PL  St.  Clair. 


7Wi< 

PMiilf  . .  TeuabrioiudB. 
G«iHi>  Upia,  FiJir. 


Tribe 
Femily  , .  DiaperidK. 
Gmu  ISoUtopbagin,  IDiter. 

criststn*,  K.N.S. 

N.B.— On  tbe  b<^etaa  U  Iba 
Midi. 
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7Va«    ..  StendTtn. 
FamU9  . .  Hdopids. 

GmmM  Mcncantha,  Kirby, 
N.  6. 

CaiUMienib,  K.N.8. 

N.B.^I  bate  ADotber  tpecief 
o#  tbb  §tnm»  from  Georgia, 
vbkbieenu  fynooTmouawitb 
BUpi  MetoUkm,  P. 

CwMM  Artbromacer,  Klrby, 
N.  G. 

denactoidee,K.N.8. 

L.  St  Clair. 
G€mma  Xylita,  Payknll. 

bvprestindet,  Pay- 

kuU,  Br. 
Gfrnm  CbCcb,  Pabr. 

erytbropat,  K.N.S. 


Tracbrlida. 
Cantharidc 


7va# 

Fkmilf 

Cfwm§  Caatbaria,  Geoffr. 

antmnata.  K.N.S. 


Stetinn . .  Tetramera. 
Trik*     ..  Rbynoopbora. 
Fmmlf  . .  BmcbiiUe. 

Aatbribos,  GeofTr. 
fiudatiu,  Olir. 

FiumUf  . .  AtteUbidK. 

GffMw  Opodmu,  OHt. 

bipuntttlatnt.  \^%%, 

CUir. 
GfMf  Attelabria,  Unn. 

cnrrulionoidrt,  L. 

Rr. 
Gmm  Rbyncbitm.  HrHitt. 

ovatuN,  OliT.,    L. 

St.  CUir. 

Fmmilf  . .  Carmlionidc. 

GffMW  Calandra.  CUinr. 

prrtioai,  OUt. 

O^mms  HylobiuM,  Gcrmar. 

ooofefoa,  K.N.S. 

TOL.  II. 


GfMif  Lepjrrat,  Oemiar. 
ooloo,  Eur. 

Fmmi^f  . .  BracbjrbiiiidK. 

Otmm  Bfacbyrbimia,  Latreflle. 
(Sitona  Germar.) 


K.N.S. 

J)rik9    ..  LoQfioomia. 
FkmUf  ..  Laauada. 

Gnitif  Lamia,  Pkbr. 

Caiiadeniia,K.N.S. 

Gmaw  Saperda,  Pabr. 

MXDOtaU.  K.N  S. 

miniaU,  K.N.S. 

coDOolor,  K.N.S. 

Fkmiip  . .  Cerambyddc. 

Ofmrns  Clytna,  Pabr. 

IvniUatiif,  K.N.S. 

Pkmiif  . .  NccydalidK. 

Gniaw  Getniaca,  Kirby,  N.  G. 

K.N.S. 


.  LqytaridK. 

Gfnm»  Leptara,  Liaa. 

tormenCoea,  P.  Ear. 

TeBtiaUa,  K.N.S. 

tricolor,  K.N.S. 

THft    ..  Evpoda. 
PktmUf  . .  Criocnida. 

Ofwu  Denaria,  Pabr. 

craatipea,  P.  1 

tar.  [  Br. 

micaiia,Mar«b ) 

I'lipiea,  K.N.S. 
GfMif  Macfoytea,  Hoffmaaa. 
Bifriooraia,  K.N  S 

7Va#     . .  Cydica. 
FkwUiff  . .  Hkipids. 

frfmw  Hiipa.  liaa. 

-^■^  bioolof  f  Ollv. 


pai 


Gtnia  Chlimys,  Knoch. 


I 


,.  K.N.S. 
Familf  ..  CbryiomclidK. 
finiiu  ChrYromcU,  Linn. 

PluiiJelphira.  L. 

CBnadenra.K.N.S. 

irrant^  K.N.S. 

cliricollis,  K.N.S. 

Faniljf  , .  Ualcnicidn. 
iSana  Oalenus,  GeoSr. 

Liutuin,  var.  Br, 
Familf  . .  HalticidK. 
Cmiu  Hallica,  Geoffr. 

i  niaculsta,  OIi>. 


Srelion  . .  Trimen. 
TWie     ..  Aphidiphnga. 
Fnmly  . .  CoccineUidee. 
Genui  Cocdnells,  Linn. 
triberiiu,  L. 

Ortier    ..  OrtKoplera. 
Triii    ,.  Cnreoria. 
Family  . .  BlaCtidv. 
GetlHM  BlatU,  Linn. 


GmKi  Grjilua,  Linn. 
K-N.S. 


Fnhr,) 

-  caws,  fC.N.S, 

-  stenoptera,  K.N.S. 


Cnui  LocoMft.  Lcack.   (Grj]- 
Im,  Fibr.) 

tKirealid,  VL'S.S. 

Gmu  Acr^diam,    Fsbr.     (IV- 

*  punctstuin, 

K.N.S. 


Ordrr    ..  Hnniptm. 
Sniien  . .  HntcrKptcn. 
TVibe     . .  Onxioriu. 
Familf  . .  PcntBlcmidE. 
Garni  Tetyra,  F»br. 

Kanboniidcs,  nr, 

Br. 


r.  Bt. 


Faailji  ..  LfgtctdK. 
Genui  Lyg*u»,  Pobr. 

birolor,  K.N.S. 

Genia  Akdni,  Pabr. 

calisiratiM,  Br. 

iMj>  Miris,  Pabr. 

Bcatfllaris,  K.N.S. 

Grniu  Capaoa,  Fabr. 

maculicoUis, 

K.N.S. 


Fiimilf  . .  HfdroiDetTidE. 
Gfnia  Gcrrii,  Latmlle. 

LineoU,  K.N.S. 


Gtnvt  Belostonia.  Latrrillc. 
— -  coocoliir,  K.N.S. 

njiBcoroidea, 

K.N.S.      L.  St 
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..  Notonectidae. 

9  NotoncrU,  Linn. 
pallida,  K.N.S. 

frti^m  . .  HookopUnu 
riSe     . .  CicadarU. 
wmUf  . .  TettignniMlK. 

r  Tettigonk,  Pabr. 

iotcripU,  K.N.S. 

tMuiUriji,  K.N.S. 

PbiMi7jf  . .  PulgoridK. 

»  Falfort,  IJnn. 
nifra,  K.N.S. 

tmily  . .  Mrmbreddc. 

I  McmbuMTU,  Pabr. 

—  oamrlun.  Tar.     Ft 
St.  (lair. 

moittirola,  F. 

»  CmtroCtti,  Fabr. 

ariM,  K.N.S. 

tnpumrtatoa, 

^mily  . .  CVrropidc. 

•  Crrcopw.  Pabr. 

-  --  «p«iinaha,  rar.  Br. 
-  -  crvenU,  K.N.S. 

drr     . .    l^pidoptera. 
1^^  I>iuma. 

■u/jr  . .  PapUtooidc. 

I  Papilio,  I«inn. 

Tiimn«,  L. 
r  Vanni«a,  Fabr. 
Huntrri. 
r  Arrynatf,  Fabr. 

CjMt. 

r  llipparrhia.   Fabr. 

—  nrpbrlc,  K.N.S. 
r  Ljoroa.  Fabr. 

argudua,  var.  Br. 

^^mmiljf  . .  llra|)rnd«. 

r  Hrapcfia,  Pabr. 
eonoui,  Br. 


7WW 

Fawuiy 

Gtmm$    M 


Crepotevhria. 


•croriocM«       Scop, 
(nmdi  damaged.) 
Graaw  Seata,  Fabr. 


Tbb  be  rwt,  ? 


Getm§  Zygmt,  Fabr. 

8  macnlata,  F. 

TVib€    ..  NocCnma. 
Pttmilp  . .  Arctiadc. 
Genu9  Arctia,  Schranck. 
firgo,  K.N.S* 

FamUf  ..  TbMidK. 

Genmt  Litboda.  Fabr. 

mtniata,  K.N.S. 

tricolor,  K.N.S. 

Calkd  in  Canada 
'*  the  Quaker." 
Geniiff  Hyponomeata.  LAtrrille. 
NiTea,  K.N.S. 

FkwMf  . .  PbaUrnids. 

Gemit  Qeometra,  Huboer. 
Yolmala,  F.  Br. 

FmmUp  . .  NoeCvadc. 

Gfnmt  Noctoa.  Fabr. 

albicorma.  K.N.S. 

ffctangvla, 

K.N-S. 

Ordtr  ..  Nesroplara. 
Trik€  ..  Planipennia. 
Fmrnilp . .  Panorpid*. 

Genmi  Paaorba,  Liaa. 

—  coouaania,  Br. 

PkwtUf  ..  Haaaerobtada. 

Gfmu  llaMMDbiaa,  Liaii. 

Y  aifrw,  K.N.S. 

GmmStmhIkt,  FWbr. 

Br. 


J 


ttmUy  . .  FertidB. 
Gctiu  Peril,  Owflr. 

— — -  HlpiHjiintlnu, 
fcN.S, 

Ordtr    ..  njmenoplern. 
Srelhm  ■ .  Tenbnuilia. 
TVi'fe     . .  Secariren. 
Fa-milf  ..  TenOuciUiudK. 
Gniu*  Ctmbei,  Oli». 

- — -  fulriUrau,  K.N.S. 
(On  birch  trees,) 

rufi»entrii,  ^ 

K.N.S. 

(bnonUa, 

K-N,S. 
GoiM  AIUdHi*,  Jurioe. 

TOednctat,  E.N.S. 

AMily  ..  8iridd«. 
Gtmu  Sirex,  Linn. 

■Ibioomu,  F. 


MW  Ophion,  F*br. 

Intenm,  Ttr.  Br. 

■  rufioome,  K.N.S. 

Stclion  . .  AcdImU. 
TYiie    . .  Heterogyoa. 
Fimiiljf  . .  Formiddc. 


I  hercnluiea,  L.  ? 
Oeim  Mjimiea,  Litreille. 

branni-pennu, 

K.N.8. 
nUe    ..  Fliota. 
Famitf  . .  Teqddte. 
Omw  Veipa,  Linn. 


I 


7Vi*p    .. 

/WiVy  . .  AndreaidK, 

Gemit  Halichu,  I.atr»Ue. 

riridie.  K,N.S. 

Family  ,.  Apiitt 
Grmt  MepcUlr.  LatniHr, 

CaniulTOni,  K  J(,S 

Geyuu  Omiia.  SpinoU. 

imraJii,  li,N,S. 

Order    . ,  Diptcn, 
THit     . .  TipnlUB. 
Faniilf  . .  CuUdda. 
Gmiu  Cnlei,  Lion. 

mouiistipiui. 

K-N.S. 
Family  . .  "Hpulidx. 
Otiau  Chironomns,  Meigen. 

criBt«tna,  F. 

Genut  Scim,  Meigen. 

DJgritarns,  K.N.S. 

TVite    ,.  TanTStoma. 
Fam^jf  . .  Aulidc 
Gtmu  La{diria,  Meigen. 

fain,  K,N.S.    L. 

SI.  Clsir. 

AhuIji  ..  Bombjliadte. 
Gnat  Anthrei,  Scopoli. 

— —  hottentota,  v»r.  Br. 

Kmi/y  ..  Tobonida. 
Oani  Tabuiiu,  Linn. 

nificamis,  F. 

Tribt     ..  NoUcBDtlu. 

Fitmily  . .   StrmtyomidB. 

Gtimi   CnnoQi^B,     I^treille, 
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jyit*    ..  Atlmken. 

Famitf  . .  Sjrphida. 

au  llrl<i)ihila>.  Mciccn. 

-  -     pcndulu,  Br. 
p>lliur«i«,  K.NA 

■w  SHiaimji*.  UlrriUe. 

Canadnuiiui, 

K  N.S. 
Flnmilf  . .  Miucida. 
■w  Mu.K«.  Linn. 

—  Ki»i  (um.  K.N.S. 
mat  Tcuhhiu,  Lstnillr. 

picta.  K.N.S. 


Gnai  OKtaUa.  Ltfirab. 


I    Cnai  AiuciH,  Ocrmar. 


APPENDIX  (D). 

IUmIv  FI«p  •/(hr  Ihimdinfartiit  (97)  hiUtA  ocnfrnd  a(  3 
CMvte,  In  1^11,  oiD'/ii/'-^  fivm  tlif  MrUimJucir<il  E 
Cotmd  S^Mni.  r.R.S.  <a   Toronto  Obunvli^. 


TV  ThuiiJmlormi  {■»)  i/}f**3  1  TbrmU*. 


<r.M 

l^j 

1 
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III  I      '  bMhi    sr.  •  J 

••  I  I  '    .irr»  alntl    I  j   l«hl      HW   '       !       I         ^ 

(.'.•txiH'I  SsbtDc,  TutuAio  ObMnaiutT- 


NOTE  ON  LAKE  SUPERIUK. 


Wiiii.r.  iticic  vuluniL-*  were  waitiDS  for  ihe  plwle*.  I 
liiul  iheg^Tfat  lulUrftctiou  (if  receiving  PrafcMor  Agaui/' 
in<|»jrtaiil  wuik  on  Lake  Superior. 

It  rvroiniU'U  me,  by  iu  clear  ilyle  and  plcwaul  tunc, 
ul'  Uarwin't  "  Voyage  uf  the  Bea);le,"  which  alniu*! 
pniJuced  n  new  epoch  in  geological  science. 

I  din  nut,  however,  ptcpaml  ::■  yci  tu  jvwiit  i»  .ill 
ilw  tlocirinc*  of  M.  Agauiz. 

II  il  only  ill  Minpli:  juHm-  l<i  iiiVM-lf  that  I  teiitiur 
Ul  Dieniiuii  t\\Al  ihi-  (rap  dyki^  o(  tlx-  north  ilum  <ir 
Uke  '•uiwrior,  which  the  frofo^wt  ih.iui:hi  w  reniriik- 
able.  »t-ri'  ti-iy  Tiilly  ilcMTibeil  by  me  (with  wontlcut*). 
in  |X'J4,  III  d  pdpvr  '.n  ihi-  i;vo-.;r4phy  .intl  pfiiilncy 
iif  ihi«  lake,  |Hil>h*h(il  in  the  i iichut'iith  tolunit-  at 
Ktdtuli:'*  -' (jnaiti-rly  JiiunMJ,"  jnil  .iltciw^itdii  .it 
(i.nirta.  III  Fienrh.  tiv  llie  Lite  M.  Ih-  l.iir,  j.  (.„  .,. 
.•ull«lllllh.-<l>k.'^ 

I  iiuy  ill.  uril  iKiu  d<lil.  lliat  l'j{>tdiii  lljyiiel*!,  in 
lin  ^dludlil.-  M.-ni»ii  on  L^kr  Su|Hritit  (-  Tran*.  Ijt. 
Hint.  Six-.  Qu<-In-c''j.  correcl*  our  when  I  itale.  thai  .■ 
wfMiTJy  Kale,  laMiii^  more  thmn  a  day,  wilt  uiti-  ihr 

vol..  If.  t   I 


S48  *i 

water  tmitj  nt  thirty  feet  at  Gargantua,  Micliipit 
or  OUo't  Head,  places  exposed  to  the  accumulated 
fcrae  of  wiTCs  travelliog  over  ?00  or  250  milei  of  vtn 
otMtraeted  and  deep  water, 

Ctptaia  Bi^6eld  will  kindly  permit  me  to  observe,  thM 
at  Fort  Midiipicotou  the  superintending  officer  ^we4 
»•,  oa  Aa  lake-shore,  several  Bhelves,  riging  to  the 
■bam  lwi|ht,  of  pure,  loose,  naked  sand,  and  said  diat 
tfaaj  wan  the  produce  of  winter  storms.  Tli 
of  iodl  a  vast  body  of  water  as  Lake  Superior  it 
I  not  only  by  the  winds,  but  by 

!  pressure  to  a  certain  degree  local,  wbicb 
permit  one  part  of  the  lake    to  rise  while  another 
depressed. 

Ancient  beaches  are  of  firm  texture,  of  materials 
varying  in  size  and  kind,  and  are  always  mori 
clothed  with  vegetation, 

My  remark  becomes  the  more  credible  when 
a  similar  elevation  of  the  lake  surface  stated  as  occur- 
ring on  an  isle  off  Nipigon  Bay,  in  the  narrative  part 
of  Professor  Agassiz'  volume,  page  95.     It  is  in  i' 
following  word*: — 

"  We  breakfasted  on  a  barren  island.  Some  logs, 
'*  a  foot  or  more  in  diameter,  had  been  thrown  to  i 
"  distance  of  fully  1,50  yards  from  the  water's  edgi 
"  and  30  or  40  feet  above  its  level. 


Landon :— PplnWd  bi  O.  BucUr.  Cl 
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